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November 9, 2025 ● The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Saint Mary Parish Staff
St. Mary Parish Office Hours
Monday .........9:00AM - 4:30PM
Tuesday .........9:00AM - 4:30PM
Wednesday 9:00AM - 11:30AM
Thursday .... 9:00AM to 4:30PM
Friday ............................. Closed

Deacon
Tom Roberts
troberts@saintmarysmarne.org

Business Manager
Todd Kline
businessmanager@
saintmarysmarne.org

Parish Secretary
Cathie VanGessel
secretary@saintmarysmarne.org

Director of Faith Formation
Debbie Veneklase
dre@saintmarysmarne.org

Maintenance
Jim Looks

Custodian
Marian Looks

Liturgical Minister
Gary Karr
gkarr@saintmarysmarne.org

Music Director
Dr. Bernie Stanko
616.490.3836
berniestanko@hotmail.com

St Mary Prayer Line
616.677.3934 or
Linda at 677.3269
For evening requests call
Darlene 616.453.0157 or
email bfa1414@yahoo.com

Saint Michael Parish Staff
St. Michael Office Hours
Monday ........ 9:00AM - 4:00PM
Tuesday ........ 9:00AM - 4:00PM
Wednesday... 9:00AM - 4:00PM
Thursday .........................Closed
Friday .......... 9:00AM to 4:00PM

Deacon
Tom Roberts
troberts@saintmarysmarne.org

Business Manager
Todd Kline
bsmgr@saintmichaels.us

Parish Secretary
Beki Rotman
secretary@saintmichaels.us

Director of Faith Formation
Debbie Veneklase
childrensministry@saintmichaels.us

Maintenance
David Goosen

Custodian
Carol Reens

Liturgical Minister
Kevin Kilpatrick
liturgy@saintmichaels.us

Scrip Coordinator
Brenda Kilpatrick
616.837.6363

St Michael
Prayer Line
Chris
616-403-7110
Judy Driedger
616-899-2470
Director of O.C.I.A
Cliff Kozminski
616.437.5318

Pastor: Rev. Michael Hodges
frmhodges@grpriests.org ● For emergencies please call: 616.745.1409

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday and
Thursday ...........12:30PM to 1:30PM ● St. Mary
Wednesday and
Friday ............12:30PM to 1:30PM ● St. Michael
Saturday..........3:00PM to 3:45PM ● St. Michael

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday ..........4:00PM ● St Michael
Sunday .............8:30AM ● St Michael
Sunday ............... 10:30AM ● St Mary

Weekday Mass Schedule
Tuesday ......................12:00PM ● St Mary
Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30PM
Wednesday ........... 12:00PM ● St Michael
Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30PM
Thursday ....................12:00PM ● St Mary
Friday .................... 12:00PM ● St Michael



St. Michael’s Liturgical Ministers
Nov 15—4:00PM Nov 16 —8:30AM

Altar
Servers

Kassidy Britt
MaKaelyn Britt

Bryson Lindberg
Reid Lindberg

Eucharistic
Ministers NEED THREE

Jeff Johnson
Denise Nelson
Chris Albrecht
Peter Nielsen
NEED THREE

Lector Mark Phillips Joe Meerman
Sacristan Cindy Bleckley Judy Driedger

Ushers NEED TWO

Wade Lindberg
Ed Irwin

Duane Snowdin
Jim Ponshair

Music Craig Bleckley Craig Bleckley

Mass Schedule & Intentions
Saturday November 8
4:00PM † Dave Degenhardt by Mike & MaryBeth Fochtman....... MI

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 3:00 PM—3:45 PM - St Michael

Sunday November 9
8:30AM † Marie Johnson by Ted Johnson & Family .......................... MI
10:30AM † Floyd & Mary Bradley by Lisa Bradley ............................. MA

Monday November 10 No Mass

Tuesday November 11
11:00AM † Jim Potts by Jean Gavin ……. ……………………..….. MA

Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 12:30-1:30PM - St. Mary

Wednesday November 12
12:00PM † Kathie Poelma by K of C #9909 ............................................MI

Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 12:30-1:30PM - St. Michael

Thursday November 13
12:00PM † Wayne Kensil by Pat Kensil……………………MA

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 12:30-1:30PM - St. Mary

Friday November 14
12:00PM † Joan Nemecek by K of C #9909 .............................................MI

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 12:30-1:30PM - St. Michael

Saturday November 15
4:00PM † Rory Byrne by Mom and Dad ............................................ MI

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 3:00 PM—3:45 PM - St Michael

Sunday November 16
8:30AM † Arden Bouchard by Kurt & Margaret Bouchard ............ MI
10:30AM † Anthony Karr by M/M Gary Karr..................................... MA

MA=St. Mary MI=St. Michael’s

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers

November 16 —10:30AM

Sacristan Gary Karr

Altar
Servers

Eli Earle
Sadie Earle

Madeline Serge

Precious
Body

Margie Jirous
Bruce Kamp
Need One

Precious
Blood

Nettie Leale
Becky Warners
Need Two

Hospitality
Leonard Horter

Lector Geary Farrell

Music Bernie Stanko

Scripture Readings for the Week of November 9, 2025
Sunday Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome

Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn
2:13-22

Monday Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the `
Church
Wis 1:1-7; Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10; Lk 17:1-6

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop
Wis 2:23-3:9; Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19; Lk 17:7-10

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr
Wis 6:1-11; Ps 82:3-4, 6-7; Lk 17:11-19

Thursday Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini,Virgin
Wis 7:22b-8:1; Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 135, 175; Lk 17:20-25

Friday Wis 13:1-9; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab; Lk 17:26-37
Saturday Wis 18:14-16, 19:6-9; Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-43; Lk 18:1-8
Sunday Thirty-Third Sunday in OrdinaryTime

Mal 3:19-20a; Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9; 2 Thes 3:7-12; Lk 21:5-19

Veteran’s Day Prayer
Father, bless our veterans and all who serve our nation
defending our freedom.
For those who bravely gave their lives, grant them
eternal rest.
For those who are serving, give them courage.
For those who served, we offer our gratitude.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Winter Weather Reminder....
When there is inclement weather and Coop-
ersville and/or Kenowa Hills Schools are
closed. All Parish Events and Daily Mass will
be cancelled that day. The Mass intention for
that day will be rescheduled at our earliest
opportunity. The Parish Office will be closed.
Staff will be working from home and respond
to emails and voicemails through out the day.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Cluster News and Community News and Events

November 9, 2025 ~ The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN!

Advent by Candlelight
Sunday, November 30 - 6:30PM– St Mary Parish Hall

An evening of fellowship for woman.
Hosted by: The St Mary’s Our Lady of Fatima Guild
All ladies of the community and their Middle School or
older daughters are invited to come and start the
Advent season with a beautiful candlelit evening.
Music of the season be provided by a talented hand bell
choir. If you are interested in reserving & decorating a
table, or would like more Information please contact:
Lori Rander, lrander81@gmail.com or 616-215-6524.
Tickets are $5.00 each.
(guests are asked to bring an appetizer or dessert to share)
All proceeds raised will be donated to the church
ministries and local charities supported by the Guild.
Donations are being accepted for the raffle.
Watch for Ticket Sale Information

St Mary & St Michael Parish Cluster
Advent 2025 Schedule

Advent Lecture Series with Fr. Michael Hodges
Scripture Roots of the Sacraments
Mondays- December 1, 8, 15 - 7-8:30PM—
St Mary Community Room
All are Welcome. (no registration needed)

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Holy Day

Monday, December 8 - 12:00PM Mass~ St. Michael
Monday, December 8 - 6:00PM Mass ~ St. Mary

Christmas Hymn Sing Along with organ,
piano, over 20 flutes & your voices
Sunday, December 14, 2025-3PM - St Mary

Additional Advent Resources Available at NO
COST to you in the Narthex.

“Little BLUE Books” will enrich your Advent season
with daily prayer & reflections.

“The Word Among Us” includes Daily Scripture
readings and prayers from the Liturgy. Free Mass Supple-
ment, Daily meditations based on the Mass. Practical
featured articles on Advent and the saints.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Mary’s Parish News

Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael

Thank you for your
continued support and
generosity! To donate now,
open your phone camera,
scan the QR code and
follow instructions.

Giving Back to God

St Mary Faith Formation

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW):
Pre-School thru 2nd Grade During 10:30 AM Mass.
1st-7th Grade Faith Formation Classes -
Wednesdays at Hall / 6:00- 7:30pm
8th Grade - Confirmation Classes -
Wednesdays at Hall / 6:00- 7:30pm
For more information or any questions on any of
these programs Please contact Debbie Veneklase at
dre@saintmarysmarne.org or 616.677.3934

Prayers for Debbie
Continued prayers of healing, peace
and strength for Debbie (our friend
and Religious Education Director) as
she begins treatment for CML-
Chronic Myeloid Leukemia.
Heavenly Father, we commend our
friend Debbie to your loving care. Please
touch her with your healing hand to
restore her strength, comfort her heart,
and bring her peace. May she feel your
presence and know your love as she recovers. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen

Mass: Attendance 11/2 180
Adult Contributions $3510.00
Children Contributions $26.50
Loose Contributions $216

Capital Improvement $330.00
Online Giving $1050.00
Total $5132.00

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget $5613.14
Offertory-YTD Budget vs YTD-Actual +2915.96

Looking Ahead-
Save the Dates

Nov 11
Our Lady of Fatima Guild Meeting 7PM
Community Room

Nov 22 COR- 7AM Community Room

Nov 26
Thanksgiving Eve Mass-Grocery Collection,
Annual Slide Show 6PM St Mary

Nov 30 Advent by Candlelight 6:30 Parish Hall

Dec 1 Fr Mike Lecture Series- Scripture Roots of
the Sacraments. 7PM- Community Room

Dec 6 Cookies After Mass - Volunteers needed

Dec 7 COR- 7AM Community Room

Dec 8 Fr Mike Lecture Series- Scripture Roots of
the Sacraments. 7PM- Community Room

Thanksgiving Eve Mass & Grocery Collection
November 26 at 6PM

Fr Mike will be celebrating Mass and The Knights of Columbus will be collecting much
needed items for our annual Grocery Collection. We will also watch a short
slideshow from the past year’s activities here at St. Mary’s Parish. You are
encouraged to bring: canned meats, paper products, personal hygiene items, laundry
soap, Baby food and baby necessities are also in need! Grocery Bags will be
collected during the offertory. Groceries will be distributed to local families in need by
Coopersville Cares. THANK YOU!

Our Lady of Fatima Guild Meeting - November 11
OUR LADY OF FATIMA GUILD: is a service-oriented group dedi-
cated to praying the Rosary and helping people in need. Those
who benefit from the Guild are St. Mary’s Parish and area organiza-
tions. Help is given in many forms: food, clothing, money, friend-
ship, Christmas Cards, and gifts. Funds are raised from member
donations and Ladies Advent by Candlelight as well as drives con-
ducted to collect items for the different organizations in need.
Meetings are held in the Community Room monthly from Septem-
ber through December at 7PM on the second Tuesday of the
month. Meetings consist of praying the Rosary, Guild matters, and
fellowship. All ladies of the parish are invited to join.

The Giving Tree
The Giving Tree will be up in the
Narthex beginning Thanksgiving
weekend. This year we will be
helping two local organizations with-
in the diocese. HELP Pregnancy and
The Prison, Jail & Juvenile
Detention Center Ministry.
Parishioners are asked to take a tag
off of the tree and replace it with
one of the ornaments provided and
purchase the requested item listed
on the tag. Please return these
items UNWRAPPED and place under the tree with
the ORIGINAL gift tag attached to the item no later
than Sunday, December 14.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
If you have questions or would like to help with this
ministry, please contact: Rob and Lori Rander
(616) 215-6524

Blessing of the New St Mary Church Sign
It was a beautiful, cool, sunny morning for Fr Mike to bless our new church sign.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Faith Formation
Registration for
the 2025-2026
school year: Clas-
ses have started.
It is not too late
to join us.

Children’s Litur-
gy of the Word:
CLW program is
offered on Sunday
during 8:30 Masses. Children 3-9 years old are welcome to join us each week
as we pray, read and explore the Sunday Gospel from a child’s viewpoint. We
include the Gospel Acclamation so children understand the importance of pre-
paring our mind and heart for the Gospel reading.

Elementary Faith Formation: The elementary program is for students in
grades 1-5. We meet on Wednesday from 6:00- 7:30 pm in the parish school.
Registration forms are in the back of church and on the parish website.

Middle School Faith Formation: Grades 6, 7 and 8 meet on Sundays from
9:45-11:15am in the Youth Room. The 8th Grade students will also receive
Confirmation Preparation.

What CAN go in the bins?
Newsprint

Catalogs/Magazines
Junk Mail

Phone Books
Office/School paper

Hard and soft cover books

What CANNOT go in the bins?
Paperboard (Grocery Item boxes)

Plastic
Metal
Trash
Glass

Cardboard

What is it? The PaperGator® is a fundraiser
where St. Michael’s is paid to collect paper

products for recycling.

Scrip News— Thank you to our
14 families who purchased Scrip this
week. Our total profit was $100.16.
Please consider Scrip for your holiday
shopping.

Giving Back to God
November 1/2

Mass Attendance: 11/1– 4:00 PM: 87

Mass Attendance: 11/2: 8:30 AM 184

Adult Envelopes $4,230.00

Loose Cash $245.00

Children’s Envelopes $20.60

Online Giving $1,195.00

Holy Day $200.00

Total $5,890.60
World Mission Sunday $25.00
Building Fund $100.00

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget $5,450.37

Offertory-YTD Budget vs YTD Actual +$4,029.25

Thank you for your continued support!

St. Michael’s Parish Family
Remembers in Their Prayers: Kevin Johnson, Anne Pols,
Alexandria Gordon, George Langlois, Brooke Campbell, Linda
Abel-Carroll, Jackie May, Dennis Goosen, Jean Mayse, Debbie

Veneklase, Ken Heflin, Marvin Hecksel, Payton Patterson, Pat Harlett,
the victims of abortion, & the men and women in the military.

St. Michael’s
Sanctuary Lamp
for +Sherry Maslowski

by Frank Maslowski & Family

St. Michael’s Parish News

November 9, 2025 ~ The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Online Giving — Now
there’s an even more convenient
way to contribute to St. Michael’s! To
donate now, open your phone camera,
scan the QR code and follow instruc-
tions. Or text the word GIVE to: 616-384-5011.

St. Michael’s Faith Formation

We are looking for more
volunteers to help as money
counters each Monday. We
would ideally like to have two
“teams” of three people, who would alternate
counting collections on Mondays, every other
month. If this is something you are interested in,
please contact Beki in the Parish Office at (616)
384-4026. No experience necessary, and training is
available. Thank you for considering!

Help Wanted

Catholic Service Appeal - 2025

Thank you for your stewardship!
Please keep in mind that any amount raised over our goal is
returned 100% to the parish. Please continue to pray for the
success of this important effort.

St Michael
CSA 2025 Pledge Goal: $52,297.00
Total Pledges Made: $52,630.00 (100.6%)
Balance: $333.00 OVER- THANK YOU!
Participation: 104 of 255 - Active Households (41%)
Totals as of November 4, 2025

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



LIVING
GOD’S
WORD

DAVID M.
KNIGHT

The Anger of Jesus
When Jesus drove the hucksters and mon-

ey-changers out of the temple, was this the
same Jesus who extended the commandment

“You shall not kill” to forbid even anger, insults, and in-
terior contempt for others (see Matthew 5:21-26)? Is the
Jesus whom we see knocking over tables and driving out
animals with a whip the same Jesus who said, “turn the
other cheek” and “love your enemies” (Matthew 5:38-
48)?

Actually, what Jesus gives us here is an example of
how to live out his teaching on anger. As one of the “cap-
ital sins,” anger is a source of much evil. But this means
abiding, chronic and usually unacknowledged anger
which distorts our attitudes and infects our behavior.
This happens when we let our anger “grow” in us. In it-
self, however, anger is just a natural reaction that is part
of the human nature God created. There is no fault at all
in feeling angry, any more than in feeling hungry or cold
or scared. Like every emotion, anger can be put to good
uses or bad. In today’s Gospel Jesus shows us how to use
anger as an expression of love.

Love seeks union of mind and heart. Love works
through communication. Expressing anger can say to
another how strongly one feels about something—even
about that person. What father who appreciates how
beautiful his daughter is could hear her use ugly words
and not get angry? Anger that is a revelation of one’s own
heart for the sake of evoking a beautiful response from
another’s heart is love. Anger which just tries to silence—
or to kill—another is not. Anger can energize us, bring
us to life and empower us to act. If the expression of our
anger brings others to life in a good way, and aims at this,
it is love.

To act out of anger in a way that kills something in
another which could have blossomed into life is bad.

Jesus’ anger in the temple showed how much he cared
about people, and it was directed to bringing about a
change of heart in those to whom he expressed it. Je-
sus did not insult the merchants. By quoting Scripture
to them he acknowledged their faith and the bond he
had with them as fellow Jews (see Matthew 21:13; Mark

11:17). By saying they had turned God’s house into a
“den of thieves” he was not saying they were bad peo-
ple but reminding them of how good they were called
to be. When a mother tells her son his room “looks like
a pigpen” she is saying precisely that he is not a pig and
should not live like one. By expressing the anger he felt,
Jesus was trying to show people what they were doing
and how bad it was, so that they would change.

Jesus did no violence, either to persons or property.
He knocked over tables full of money—which would not
break. He picked up some pieces of rope and used them
to drive out animals. He told the dove sellers to take their
birds outside, but he did not release the doves to fly away.
The violent expression of his feelings was for the sake
of communication; it was not violence directed against
anyone.

Jesus tried by his gesture in the temple to bring his en-
emies to truth, as he taught in the Sermon on the Mount
(see Matthew 5:24-25). It was not going to work, and
when it didn’t, he did not fight but let them “destroy the
temple” of his body on the cross (see John 2:18-22). Jesus
did not use anger to destroy others, but in the hope of
bringing others to life, even when he knew it would lead
to his own death.

Jesus was not a man who stood meekly by and let evil
go unchallenged. He did not use violence to overcome
evil, but he did take forceful measures against it. What he
used above all was the testimony of the truth, to which he
gave force through the passionate expression of his own
feelings. The gentleness and respectful love of enemies
he teaches is not an excuse to stand by and do nothing

November 9, 2025
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Corinthians
3:9c-11, 16-17; John 2:13-22
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about evil. It is a call to risk speaking the truth and even
to accept our death in an effort to bring people together
in unity, love and peace.

Reflecting on This Week’s Gospels
Thirty-SecondWeek of the Year

Pray daily: Lord, you are the light of the world.
And you have kindled your light within my heart. I
want to see with your eyes, know with your mind,
respond with your heart, and live your life to the
full. Enlighten me, and act in me without reserve.
Amen.

Monday: Luke 17:1-6: The Lord said, “If you have faith
the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mul-
berry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it
would obey you.” Is your faith just the static fact of be-
lieving a certain number of things, or is it a dynamic,
active power working in you? How have you experi-
enced your faith as a power?

Tuesday: Luke 17:7-10: Jesus said, “When you have
done all you have been commanded, say, ‘We are un-
profitable servants; we have done what we were obliged
to do.”’ Does your faith make you the “light of the
world” when you just keep the laws accepted by Chris-
tians, or when it lets you see things differently in the
light of Christ? Do you consciously try to do this?

Wednesday: Luke 17:11-19: Jesus said to the leper who
was cured, “Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.”
In practice, what experiences have you had of your faith
saving you from something? Has it saved you from
making mistakes? From continuing in a destructive or
distorted path? From mediocrity? From experiencing
meaninglessness in life?

Thursday: Luke 17:20-25: Once Jesus was asked by the
Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and
he answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming with
things that can be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look,
here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ For, in fact, the kingdom of
God is among you.” Do you get more excited by new

private revelations than by reading the revelation al-
ways available to you in Scripture? Do you run to the
newest devotions instead of seeking Christ in a steady
use of Mass and the other sacraments?

Friday: Luke 17:26-37: Jesus said, “Just as it was in the
days of Lot: they were eating, drinking, buying, selling,
planting and building, but on the day that Lot left Sod-
om, it rained fire and sulfur from heaven and destroyed
all of them—it will be like that on the day that the Son
of Man is revealed.” If Jesus came today, would he find
you doing just what he described? If you knew he were
coming, not today, but some time this year, what more
would you be doing? When is he, in fact, coming for
you personally?

Saturday: Luke 18:1-8: Jesus exclaimed, “But when the
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” What
about your faith? Is it a consolation to Jesus? Is it bear-
ing the fruits he desires? Is it an active force in your life
leading you to know him more deeply and serve him
more constantly?

Living This Week’s Gospels
As Christian:Write three adjectives that best describe
to you the Jesus you have experienced in faith.

As Disciple: Discipleship (theology) is “faith seeking
understanding.” Make a list of what is available to help
you understand better what you believe. Which means
promises to be most helpful?

As Prophet: Consciously choose each day to do one
thing which simply doesn’t make sense without faith.

As Priest: Participate in theMass one day this week and
in faith offer up with Jesus on the cross the needs of
your friends, your times, your world. Do this as sharing
consciously in his priesthood.

As King: Express in action your faith that Jesus has
“overcome the world” by trying to change one thing
that needs to be changed at home, at work, neighbor-
hood, or in your social life.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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TIRE OUTLET, INC.

schneidertire.com

Dana Belliel | Financial Advisor | 6440Alpine AveNWSuite 1 | Comstock Park,MI 49321 | 616-784-9622

You talk. We listen. In person. Here for you.
> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

MKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Dynamic. Excellence-Driven.

GRWESTCATHOLIC.ORG
Dynamic. Excellence-Driven.

GRWESTCATHOLIC.ORG

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
YourWill

For further information,
please call the parish office.
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