
15164 Juniper Dr., Marne MI  49435 
616.677.3934  •  www.saintmarysmarne.org 

17150 88th Ave., Coopersville, MI  49404 
616.384.4026  •  www.saintmichaels.us 

Saint Mary Parish Staff 
St. Mary Parish Office Hours 
Monday ......... 9:00AM - 4:30PM 
Tuesday ......... 9:00AM - 4:30PM 
Wednesday 9:00AM - 11:30AM 
Thursday .... 9:00AM to 4:30PM 
Friday ............................. Closed 
 
Deacon 
Tom Roberts 
troberts@saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Business Manager 
Todd Kline 
businessmanager@ 
saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Parish Secretary 
Cathie VanGessel 
secretary@saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Director of Faith FormaƟon 
Debbie Veneklase 
dre@saintmarysmarne.org 

 

Maintenance 
Jim Looks 
 

Custodian 
Marian Looks 
 

Liturgical Minister 
Gary Karr 
gkarr@saintmarysmarne.org 
 

Music Director 
Dr. Bernie Stanko 
616.490.3836 
berniestanko@hotmail.com 
 
St Mary Prayer Line 
616.677.3934 or                                     
Linda at 677.3269                                   
For evening requests call 
Darlene 616.453.0157 or                          
email  bfa1414@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Saint Michael Parish Staff 
St. Michael Office Hours 
Monday ........ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Tuesday ........ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Wednesday ... 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Thursday ......................... Closed 
Friday .......... 9:00AM to 4:00PM 
 
Deacon 
Tom Roberts 
troberts@saintmarysmarne.org 
 
Business Manager 
Todd Kline 
bsmgr@saintmichaels.us 
 
Parish Secretary 
Beki Rotman 
secretary@saintmichaels.us 
 
Director of Faith FormaƟon 
Debbie Veneklase 
childrensministry@saintmichaels.us 

Maintenance 
David Goosen 
 

Custodian 
Carol Reens 
 

Liturgical Minister 
Kevin Kilpatrick 
liturgy@saintmichaels.us 
 
Scrip Coordinator 
Brenda Kilpatrick 
616.837.6363 
 
St Michael 
Prayer Line 
Chris  
616-403-7110 
 

Judy Driedger 
616-899-2470 
 

Director of O.C.I.A 
Cliff Kozminski 
616.437.5318 

Pastor: Rev. Michael Hodges 
frmhodges@grpriests.org   ●  For emergencies please call: 616.745.1409 

Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon 
Tuesday and 
Thursday ........... 12:30PM to 1:30PM  ●  St. Mary 
Wednesday and 
Friday ............ 12:30PM to 1:30PM  ●  St. Michael 
Saturday .......... 3:00PM to 3:45PM  ●  St. Michael 
 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday .......... 4:00PM  ●  St Michael 
Sunday ............. 8:30AM  ●  St Michael 
Sunday ............... 10:30AM  ●  St Mary 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Tuesday ...................... 12:00PM  ●  St Mary 
AdoraƟon begins aŌer Mass unƟl 3:30PM 
Wednesday ........... 12:00PM  ●  St Michael 
AdoraƟon begins aŌer Mass unƟl 3:30PM 
Thursday .................... 12:00PM  ●  St Mary 
Friday .................... 12:00PM  ●  St Michael 

March 22, 2026  ●  Fifth Sunday of Lent 



St. Michael’s Liturgical Ministers 
 Mar 28—4:00PM Mar 29 —8:30AM 

Altar  
Servers 

Dylan Ranney 
NEED ONE 

Bryson Lindberg 
Reid Lindberg 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Deacon Tom 
NEED TWO 

Deacon Tom 
Zack Nelson 

Jennifer DeMull 
Joe Hitchings 

Rosemary Weigel 
Peter Nielsen 
Rob Guilbault 

Lector Mark Phillips Mary Guilbault 
Sacristan Cindy Bleckley Chris Albrecht 

Ushers Ray Maka 
NEED ONE 

Jim Ponshair 
Curt DeVos 
Greg Helsen 

Calvin Lindberg 
Music Craig Bleckley Craig Bleckley 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

Saturday  March 21 
4:00PM   † Steven Rohen by the Rohen Family .................................. MI 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:00 PM—3:45 PM - St Michael 
 
 

Sunday    March 22 
8:30AM  † Anita Bouchard-Brown by M/M Kurt Bouchard ............ MI 
10:30AM  † Wayne Kensil by Family and Friends ............................... MA 
 
Monday  March 23  No Mass 
 
   

Tuesday  March 24 
12:00PM     † Jim Potts by Betty Vincent & Heather  Brown …….. …MA 
              Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30pm  
           Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Mary  
 

Wednesday  March 25 
 12:00PM   † Becky Schmidt by Pat & Carol Hehl ..................................... MI 
                 Adoration begins after Mass until 3:30pm  
   Sacrament of Reconciliation: 12:30PM-1:30PM - St. Michael 
   

Thursday  March 26 
12:00PM  † Dennis Goosen by Knights of Columbus #11581 …….MA 
               Sacrament of Reconciliation:  12:30-1:30PM - St. Mary   
                 
Friday       March 27  
 12:00PM   † Judie Brown by the Spencer Family ...................................... MI 
                 Sacrament of Reconciliation: 12:30PM-1:30PM - St. Michael 
Saturday  March 28 
4:00PM  Our Parish Family ...................................................................... MI 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation:  3:00 PM—3:45 PM - St Michael 
 
 

Sunday    March 29 
8:30AM  Our Parish Family ...................................................................... MI 
10:30AM  Our Parish Family .................................................................... MA 
 

 

MA=St. Mary          MI=St. Michael’s 
 

Scripture Readings for the Week of  March 22, 2026 
Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; Rm 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 or 
Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 

Monday Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 
 5, 6; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21; Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 
 Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-
 38 
Thursday Gen 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59 
Friday Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-
11; Mt 26:14-27:66 or Mt 27:11-54 

St. Mary’s Liturgical Ministers 
 March 29 —10:30AM 

Sacristan Gary Karr 

Altar  
Servers 

Sadie Earle 
Eli Earle 

Precious  
Body 

Deacon Tom 
Mary Kirkwood 

Christina Withers 

Precious 
Blood 

Becky Warners 
Nettie Leale 
Geary Farrell 
Bruce Kamp 

Hospitality 
 Leonard Horter 

Lector Connor Fee 
Music Bernie Stanko 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule   
Holy Thursday-Mass of The Lord’s Supper-April 2              
7:00PM at St  Mary -                                                 
Followed by Night Watch until 10:00pm 
Good Friday - April 3 
3:00PM at St  Mary - Good Friday Service  
8:00PM at St Mary - Tenebrae Service with Gary Karr  
Holy Saturday - April 4 
9:00PM  Easter Vigil at St Mary  
Easter Sunday - April 5 
Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord 
8:30AM at St Michael  / 10:30AM at St Mary  
 

Prayer for Holy Week 
Holy Week.  It is a time 
for entering into the      
Passion, Death and                      
Resurrection of Jesus, a 
time for new life and 
growth.  During this week let us unite in prayer as we 
pray: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, in this sacred and solemn week when we 
see again the depth and mystery of your redeeming love, help 
us to follow where you go, to stop where you stumble, to listen 
when you cry, to hurt as you suffer, to bow our heads in             
sorrow as you die, so that, when you are raised to life again, 
we may share in your endless joy. Amen                        
(“Celebrating God’s Presence” UCPH 2000) 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Cluster News and Community News and Events

March 22, 2026 ~ Fifth Sunday Of Lent

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BULLETIN!

Fr. Mike’s Musings

When Jesus comes to us how does He come? Every time we re-
ceive the sacraments Jesus comes to us, and there is a visible sign of Jesus
coming to us invisibly through His sacraments. Just as the Holy Spirit came
upon David when he was anointed with oil by Samuel, and just as Jesus used
the matter of clay and water for the healing of the blind man, Jesus comes to us in each
sacrament when matter is used together with prayer, and we call the prayer the form.
So the matter and form of every sacrament is the visible sign of Jesus coming to us
invisibly but powerfully in the sacrament.

• In the Sacrament of Baptism, the matter is water which is poured over the head to
baptize—symbolizing washing—“I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit” which is prayed at the same time as the water is poured.

• In the Sacrament of Confirmation, the matter is the bishop using his thumb to
anoint the forehead with the oil of chrism. “Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.”

• In the Sacrament of the Eucharist, the matter is bread made from wheat and wine
fermented from grapes. The form is the words of the consecration at Mass over
the bread and wine:

“Take this all of you and eat it, for this is my Body which will be given up for
you.
Take this all of you and drink from it, for this is the chalice of my Blood, the
Blood of the new and eternal Covenant…”

• In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the “matter” is not something that we can see
as in the other sacraments or something that touches our senses; instead it is our
sorrow and repentance and the penance we perform after receiving absolution.

• In the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, the matter is anointing with the Oil
of the Sick on the forehead and on the palms of the hand. “Through this holy
anointing may the Lord in his love and mercy help you through the grace of the
Holy Spirit [anointing on the forehead] …May the Lord who frees you from sin,
save you, and raise you up [anointing on the palms].”

• In the Sacrament of Holy Orders in which deacons, priests and bishops are or-
dained, the matter is the imposition of hands by the bishop on the head of the man
being ordained. The form, the Prayer of Consecration immediately following the
laying on of hands, differs whether it is a deacon, priest, or bishop who is being
ordained.

• In the Sacrament of Matrimony, the matter and form of the sacrament is the mutu-
al self-giving and self-acceptance by the couple as they hold each other’s right
hands.

Every time we receive the sacraments, Jesus comes to us by touching our
senses and there is a visible sign of Jesus coming to us invisibly through the sacrament.
God uses the ordinary elements of nature to convey His power and healing to us. Jesus
touched the blind man and Jesus touches us with a lasting and efficacious power.

Ladies Book Club Resumes …….
Tuesdays at 10AM at St Mary’s
community room. All ladies of our
parish cluster are welcome to join
us as we resume reading The
Imitation of Christ. For more
information Call Mary Guilbault
810-397-4461

Exploring Priesthood Discernment Meetings
Discernment is a time of obtaining spiritual guidance and understanding. If you are
considering the priesthood, the Diocese of Grand Rapids invites you to meet with other
young men (ages 16+) to gather and discern God’s will for your life.
Meetings will take place from 12:30-1:30 p.m. at St. Luke University Parish, 10144 42nd

Ave., Georgetown Twp. and are offered on the following Sundays in 2026:
March 22, Apr. 19, May 17 Just show up or email Pattie Reynolds,
preynolds@grdiocese.org, to RSVP or with questions.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Mary’s  Parish News 

Welcome to the Cluster Parishes of St. Mary and St. Michael  

 

Giving Back to God 

St Mary Faith Formation  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW):                
Pre-School thru 2nd Grade During 10:30 AM Mass. 
 

Today is the Fifth Sunday of Lent. In today's Gospel John 
11:1-45, Jesus wept with Lazarus’ family, demonstrating 
that God feels our pain and is there to comfort us. 
 

1st-7th Grade  Faith Formation Classes -                      
Wednesdays at Hall / 6:00- 7:30pm  
 

8th Grade - Confirmation Classes -                            
Wednesdays at Hall / 6:00- 7:30pm  
 

Thank you to everyone who attended The "LIVE" Stations of 
the Cross and to a special thanks to all of the Faith Formation 
students who participated and to everyone who helped make 
it possible. Great Job! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For more information  or any questions on any of 
these programs Please contact Debbie Veneklase at 
dre@saintmarysmarne.org  or 616.677.3934 

Knights of Columbus  #11581 News 
How to become a Knight: You can enroll in the Knights of Columbus  
immediately as an “Online Member” by scanning the QR Code. Once 
you  complete and submit the form on that page a local council will   
contact you.  For additional information or to learn more about what 
the Knights do, Contact Grand Knight: Bruce Kamp 
b.kamp@charter.net /  Phone 616-780-4941 
 

 
Upcoming Blood Drives – Save the Dates —  
June 14  Pre-Register: 
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/11622155  
 

October 11, 2026 Pre-Register:  
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/11630810  
 
Knight Person of the Month for March:  
 Ethan Elzinga 
Knight Family of the Month  for March: 
 Jim & Joellen Anderson 
 
 

The Knight Person / Family of the month is a way of                         
recognizing   someone who has gone above and beyond, or 
done something extra for the council or our church community. 
Congratulations and Thank you for your service and                         
commitment to our parish family.  
 
 
 

March Special Donations:  God’s Kitchen 
 

Tootsie Roll Drive-  March 29.  
Get a Tootsie Roll, for a donation to help 
us support  Special Olympics. 
 

Thank you for 
your continued 
support and                        
generosity! To 
donate now, open 
your phone camera, 
scan the QR code 
and follow                    
instructions. 
 

Looking Ahead- Save the Dates                              

Mar 27 OUTDOOR Stations of the Cross-6:30PM 
St Mary Meditation Path 

Mar 28 Sensory Friendly Egg Hunt 9AM Parish Hall 

Mar 28 COR —7AM St Mary Community Room 

Apr 2 Holy Thursday 7PM St Mary 

Apr 3 Good Friday 3PM St Mary 

Apr 3 Tenebrae Service—8PM St Mary 

Apr 4 Easter Vigil  - 9PM St Mary 

Apr 5 Easter Sunday—8:30AM St Michael 

Apr 5 Easter Sunday—10:30PM St Mary 

Mass: Date:                       Mar 15 

Mass: Attendance:             155 
Adult Contributions $5458.00 

Children Contributions $40.10 

Loose Contributions $93.00 

Capital Improvement n/a 

Online Giving $1140.00 

Catholic Relief Services $235.00 

Total $6966.10 
Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget $5423.44 

Offertory-YTD Budget vs YTD-Actual  +$354.58 

Adopt-A-Garden Volunteers Needed 
 

We are looking for parishioners to “adopt” an                 
outdoor area on our parish grounds to help keep that 
area looking good and creating a great first                            
impression for all who come to our parish.  Sign-up 
for a small, specific area on the Parish grounds and 
keep your area cleaned-up on a regular basis.                     
For more info or to see what areas are still available, 
please call the parish office. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Scrip News— Thank
you to our 8 families who pur-
chased Scrip this week. Our
total profit was $61.00.

St. Michael’s Parish Family
Remembers in Their Prayers: Kevin Johnson, Anne Pols,

Alexandria Gordon, Carol Tasker, Brooke Campbell, Marcy Fortin,
Linda Abel-Carroll, Jackie May, Jean Mayse, Debbie Veneklase,

Ken Heflin, Marvin Hecksel, Payton Patterson, Pat Harlett,
the victims of abortion, & the men and women in the military.

St. Michael’s
Sanctuary Lamp

for +Bobby Raczkiewicz
by Pam Raczkiewicz

St. Michael’s Parish News

March 22, 2026 ~ Fifth Sunday Of Lent

Children’s
Liturgy of the
Word: CLW pro-
gram is offered on
Sunday during 8:30
Masses. Children 3-
9 years old are wel-
come to join us
each week as we
pray, read and ex-
plore the Sunday
Gospel from a
child’s viewpoint. This is the Fifth Sunday in Lent. In today’s Gospel the resur-
rection of Lazus symbolizes hope and new beginnings, this encourages children
to believe that God can bring healing and joy even in face of death. We will
not have CLW on March 29 and April 5 due to Palm Sunday and
Easter. CLW will resume on April 12th.

Elementary Faith Formation: The elementary program is for students in
grades 1-5. We meet on Wednesday from 6:00- 7:30 pm. Our program
ends on Wednesday, April 1st with an end of the year Celebration
for all students and their families. Parents and siblings are asked to
join us at 6:00pm in the Church to pray the Rosary. There will be an
Ice cream social immediately following. Let us end the school year,
with faith, fun and fellowship! Please pray for our First Communicants as
they continue to prepare for the Sacrament of First Holy Communion:
Liam, Jackson, Piper, Cooper, Delilah and Sarah.

Middle School Faith Formation: Grades 6, 7 and 8 will meet on Sundays
after the 8:30am Mass from 9:45 to 11:15 AM in the Youth Room. The 8th
Grade students will also receive Confirmation Preparation. Contact Debbie if
you have any questions (616) 384-4026.

St. Michael’s Faith Formation

Giving Back to God
March 14/15

Mass Attendance: 3/15– 4:00 PM: 95

Mass Attendance: 3/16: 8:30 AM 165

Adult Envelopes $3,020.00

Loose Cash $338.00

Children’s Envelopes $12.49

Total $3,370.49

Building Fund $45.00

Easter Flowers $40.00

Catholic Relief Services $731.00

Weekly Offertory Needed for Budget $5,358.74

Offertory-YTD Budget vs YTD Actual -$1,373.40

Thank you for your continued support!

Online Giving — Now
there’s an even more convenient way to
contribute to St. Michael’s! To donate
now, open your phone camera, scan the
QR code and follow instructions. Or text
the word GIVE to: 616-384-5011.

Knights of Columbus

Bunny Business — We will be filling
100 Easter baskets for Coopersville Cares to offer
to needy families of the area today, March 22, fol-
lowing the 8:30 Mass. One
of the neat things about
“Bunny Business” is having
young children from our
parish to help fill the bas-
kets. They have a sense of
“helping others” by
providing Easter baskets
to needy children. Adults
to help with the children
will be needed as well as workers to bag, tie and
deliver the baskets to Coopersville Cares.

Fish Fry Dinners!
Every Friday during Lent (except
Good Friday) — 5:30-7:00 PM.
Come to Stations of the Cross
at 6:30 PM and enjoy a fish
dinner! Gluten-free baked cod,
deep-fried cod, tater tots,
jalapeno poppers, fries, coleslaw, green beans,
grilled cheese, and dessert. Adults: $13,
Ages 6-10: $6, Under 6: free

St. Michael’s Ladies’ Tea Party
for women of all ages. Saturday, April 18th,

10:30-12:30pm in the Family Center. Come for brunch,
entertainment and some Spiritual tea. Seating is limited.
Preregistration is required no later than April 13.
Contact the parish office to register.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



LIVING 
GOD’S 
WORD

DAVID M. 
KNIGHT

"Lord, If You Had Been Here ..."
Where Jesus is, there life is; where he is not, 

sin has power to wound and to kill. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.” How many people 
can say today: “Lord, if you had been here, the war 
that killed my brother would never have happened; 
the driver who killed my sister would not have been 
drinking; the hunger and disease that kill children ev-
ery day would not have been ignored”? How many 
deaths are due to human cruelty? When we exclude 
God from our world, from our thoughts and our deci-
sion-making processes, we invite sel#shness, cruel in-
di"erence, destructive greed and violence.

It is not just physical death we are talking about. 
How many times can we say, “Lord, if you had been 
here, if you had been speaking through these people, 
acting in this community, our brothers and our sis-
ters would not have turned away from love or given up 
hope. �ey would not have 
lost faith in themselves, in 
other people, in the Church, 
in God. Something in them 
would not have died.”

Jesus is “the resurrection 
and the life.” But he is this 
not only in himself but also 
in his Body on earth. He acts 
through us. �e wounded-
ness we see around us need 
not “lead to death.” We can 
respond to sin and to sick-
ness of heart in such a way 
that “the Son of God may be 
glori#ed.” Jesus’ risen pres-
ence in the world can be revealed and his power made 
manifest through the life-giving, healing love we show 
to all in need—to victims and violators alike.

When Jesus said, “Let us go to Lazarus,” the apos-
tle �omas said, “Let us also go, that we may die with 

him.” �omas spoke as a prophet; Jesus indeed gave 
life to the world by dying. And we can give life only if 
we die with him in order that others may live. �e dy-
ing we must accept is giving our $esh for the life of the 
world as Jesus did. And this means to give expression 
in the $esh to truth, to hope, to love.

Jesus came as the Word made $esh. He was the 
truth of God expressed visibly on earth. In his teach-

ing God’s words were 
“made $esh” in the physical 
sounds of his voice. In his 
lifestyle the values of God 
were literally embodied. He 
was killed for bearing wit-
ness to the truth. And on 
the cross, more important 
than the pain he su"ered 
was the love he expressed 
through it.

To express ourselves is 
to be vulnerable. We are 
afraid to drop all the masks 
we hide behind, to be our-
selves, to reveal ourselves, 

to express ourselves. Just as we use clothes to hide our 
bodies, we o%en use our bodies to hide our emotions 
and thoughts. We don’t want the “word” of our souls 
to be “made $esh” in nakedness, even to give life to 
those around us.

March 22, 2026
5th Sunday of Lent

Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11;  
John 11:1-45

We can give life 
only if we die 

with Jesus in order 
that others may live.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This is what our baptismal priesthood is all about: 
We were anointed at Baptism to share in the priest-
hood of Jesus. But a priest has no function except as 
a minister within a community. To accept our baptis-
mal consecration as priests is to accept our role of ac-
tive ministry in the community of the Church. And this 
means giving expression to the truth and love within 
us by grace. Saint Paul writes, “You are in the Spirit, 
since the Spirit of God dwells in you.” God is revealed 
through our words and actions so that no one will 
ever have to say, “Lord, if you had been here....” Every 
member of Christ has “the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good” (see 1 Corinthians 12:7). This 
is the ful#llment of God’s promise made to Ezekiel, “I 
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves.... I will put my spirit in you, and you shall 
live.” When we surrender ourselves to let God express 
his truth, his love through us, Jesus can empower us 
as a community of priests to “roll away the stone” that 
keeps others in their tombs, and can say to us, “Un-
bind them and let them go free.”

Reflecting on This Week’s Gospels
Fi�h Week of Lent

Pray daily: Father, help us to be like Christ your 
Son, who loved the world and died for our sal-
vation. Inspire us by his love and guide us by his 
example. Amen.

Monday: John 8:1-11. “The scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery...
making her stand before all of them.” People are fre-
quently exposed in their sinfulness. Are you ready to 
“stand before” your friends expressing your faith? Do 
you respond and sing at liturgy? Do you express your 
faith at work, home and in your social life?

Tuesday: John 8:21-30. Jesus said, “[T]he one who 
sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have 
heard from him.” Are you willing to tell the world 
that what you have learned from Jesus in the Church 
is true? How do you feel when unpopular truths are 
criticized? To whom are you sent to speak about Jesus?

Wednesday: Luke 1:26-38 (Annunciation). “And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus.” Do you believe you are 
called as truly as Mary was to conceive thoughts in 
your head through the seed of Christ’s word, and bear 
fruit by giving them $esh in action? How do you open 
yourself to his words?

�ursday: John 8:51-59. Jesus said, “I know [the Fa-
ther], and if I would say that I do not know him, I 
would be a liar like you. But I do know him and I keep 
his word.” How do you show publicly your love for the 
Father, for Jesus, for Mary? Are you willing to share 
your experiences of God? With whom?

Friday: John 10:31-42. Many came to Jesus and said, 
“John performed no sign, but everything that John 
said about this man was true.” Do you realize and 
accept the power you have to bring others to Jesus 
through the witness of your own faith and lifestyle? 
What do people see in your life that indicates that you 
take Jesus and your faith seriously?

Saturday: John 11:45-57. Caiaphas, the high priest, 
said, “[I]t is better...to have one man die for the people 
than to have the whole nation destroyed.” Is it better 
that you should su"er for speaking the truth, or that 
little by little, through everyone’s silence, whole nation 
or culture should accept many falsehoods, prejudices 
and wrong values?

Several Suggestions for Lent

Prayer: Try praying with someone this week—at 
home, at work, on a date—anything from just saying 
the Our Father together or talking over a Scripture 
passage.

Fasting: Is there anything in your life you could stop 
doing (or stop not doing!) just because it doesn’t ex-
press your real values and beliefs?

Almsgiving: How could you give someone a gi% out 
of the riches of your faith and religion? What do you 
have as a Catholic that others may not have but might 
like to know about? How can you make a gi% to others 
by expressing your devotion in liturgy?

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



A
d

v
e

rtis
e

O
n

lin
e
 a

t D
io

c
e
s
a
n

.c
o

m
/

1-8
0
0
-
7
8
3
-
16

2
3

A
d
v
e
rtis

in
g

1
2
1
6

TIRE OUTLET, INC.

schneidertire.com

Dynamic. Excellence-Driven.

GRWESTCATHOLIC.ORG

Dynamic. Excellence-Driven.

GRWESTCATHOLIC.ORG

Get this bulletin emailed 
to you every week.

Simply go to www.DM.CHURCH/1216

...or scan

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12160126
http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12160485
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12160119
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12160323
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12160123
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12160522
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12160192

