
From Strength to Strength    
spiritual family, grieving and 
striving to give thanks in these 
circumstances. We know He is 
faithful and has a plan, but the 
Heavenly Father certainly did not 
consult any of us on José’s departure 

José Vicencio left his wife, 
Maricela, and two sons, Fernando 
(26 years old) and Elohim (18), 
when he died a month ago. They 
are bereaved, but holding firmly 
the hope of faith. He also left the 
Seguidores de la Cruz, an extended 

his profound suffering, but 
acknowledges that this same agony 
speaks deeply in his heart; “deep 
calls to deep”. In another Psalm 
those who walk with the Lord 
“go from strength to strength”. 
Through the deep suffering and 

death of the Covid, let the Holy 
Spirit call to the depth of your 
heart, and lead you from strength 
to strength as a missionary to your 
family and to the others whom God 
has prepared.
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José and Maricela (at right in the Photo) 
amongst other Seguidores de la Cruz, 
enjoying an outdoor activity at El Rancho 
Nazaret.
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at this particular time.
Because of diabetes, José had to 

be very careful to keep his health 
in balance. During a bout with 
circulatory problems and heart 
complications he was hospitalized 
and possibly contracted Covid-19. 
He had prepared himself spiritually 
and his family as well, speaking 
very directly and clearly of the risks 
of being hospitalized. He told them 
he was totally at peace and had 
a deep assurance from the Lord 
that they were in Jesus’ care. His 
words brought strength and faith-
filled courage to Maricela and the 
boys, even though he seemed to 
realize this was goodbye. José died 
peacefully in the Lord after sitting 
for days in a chair in the hallway of 
the ICU in an overcrowded hospital.

La Semilla asked his niece and 
her husband to remember how 
José and Maricela touched their 
lives. Victor and Diana graciously 
and joyfully opened up their 
relationship with them. Their love 
for the mentoring couple and their 
closeness to Maricela who continues 

to serve in the mission, 
spurs them on to live 
for the Lord.

Victor: Such a vivid 
memory comes to 
mind accompanied by 
a smile-- José invited 
us to come over for 
corn on the cob. He 
teased me, asking if I 
was a catcher of good 
fish or bad fish that 
have to be thrown out, 
as Jesus says in the 

parable (Mt 13:47-48). He had 
his own cast net, which is used 
for catching bait fish. He had me 
casting onto the driveway, giving 
me a hard time, critiquing and 
lavishing advice on how I needed 
to improve. I’m the one who grew 
up fishing. My folks live three 
hours south in our fishing village. 

When his family finally came 
to visit my hometown, he started 
to cast everywhere as soon as they 
arrived. Surprised and delighted 
he brought up two small fish 
on his first cast. He was chasing 
me, asking what he’d caught, as 
I helped others get situated with 
fishing poles. He was not at all 
discouraged to learn that neither 
fish was good for bait. “Are you 
catching good fish or bad fish, 
José?” I asked. He became so 
absorbed in the cast net that he 
threw it in every possible spot 
along the shore. He was like a little 
kid, so excited he did not realize 
we were all watching him; all of 
us caught up in his contagious, 
unselfconscious, delight. 

the Sacraments? Could this 
be part of the grace of Covid 
in your life? Do you long for 
the miracle of the Eucharist? 
Pondering all these things 
could help you to personalize 
the understanding and 
expression of your faith, 
to faithful Christians, to 
children and grandchildren 
and to doubters. Speaking 
of these things personally in 
the light of your relationship 
with the Lord himself is at the 
heart of the new evangelization.

Ask the Lord and the Blessed 
Virgin, who is such a great 
example (Jn 2:19,51), to enlighten 
you as you ponder, contemplate 
and discuss your experiences in 
the light of the Covid thundering: 

What have you missed about 
Sunday Mass during the Covid 
dry spell? Will you focus your 

attention differently being actively 
and physically present at Mass 
after being in the desert of virtual 
Mass? How and why will it make a 
difference?

How do the Eucharist or 
Confession help to integrate your 
life with the Lord? 

Why do you long for Confession 
even when it is not a matter of 

mortal sin? Do you seek the 
forgiving embrace of the 
Father? How are you not only 
forgiven, but strengthened 
by Confession?

Everyone will emerge 
from the pandemic either 
stronger or weaker in their 
faith and their relationship 
with the living God. 
Hearing directly from the 
Lord His explanation, in 
prayer, in conversation 
with committed brothers 
and sisters in Christ, and 
through the Sacraments, 
will be crucial for us as 
missionary disciples. 

What is this thunder? 
The Psalmist laments 

Continued on back page.

Continued from page 1.

From Strength to Strength: Victor 
and Diana reflect on the great bless-
ing raised up by the Lord for our 
mission through José and Maricela.

The Covid-19 Thunder: Fr Tim's 
reflection on the Sacraments seen 
through the reality of the pandemic. 

Some of our current needs in the 
mission.

 7 Deep callS to Deep at the thunDer oF thy 
cataractS; all thy waVeS anD thy billowS haVe 
gone oVer me.
 8 by Day the lorD commanDS hiS SteaDFaSt 
loVe; anD at night hiS Song iS with me, a prayer 
to the goD oF my liFe.
 9 i Say to goD, my rock: "why haSt thou 
Forgotten me? why go i mourning becauSe oF 
the oppreSSion oF the enemy?"
 10 aS with a DeaDly wounD in my boDy, my 
aDVerSarieS taunt me, while they Say to me 
continually, "where iS your goD?"
 11 why are you caSt Down, o my Soul, anD why 
are you DiSquieteD within me? hope in goD; For 
i Shall again praiSe him, my help anD my goD.

 (pS. 42:7-11)

 5 bleSSeD are the men whoSe Strength iS in 
thee, in whoSe heart are the highwayS to Zion.
 6 aS they go through the bitter Valley (Valley 
oF tearS) they make it a place oF SpringS; the 
early rain alSo coVerS it with poolS.
 7 they go From Strength to Strength; the goD 
oF goDS will be Seen in Zion.
 8 o lorD goD oF hoStS, hear my prayer; giVe 
ear, o goD oF Jacob! 

(pS. 84:5-8)
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Mateo was baptized during the Covid shutdown. The family ready, while his 
permission and papers were all squared away when the shut down hit. They 
worked out a scaled-down ceremony at El Rancho Nazaret where Fr. Tim was 
able to preside. Outside, afterwards, masks set aside, one of the photos depics 
the reborn Mateo with his father (right), godfather (left), and Fr. Tim.

Diana: We were all laughing 
that he threw it into every little 
puddle he could find. Finally we 
told him he was in the neighbor 
lady’s laundry rinse water.

The example would remind 
you of my uncle’s passion to be 
a “fisher of men (and women)”. 
He used every opportunity to 
witness to the Lord’s love and 
salvation to friends and strangers 
alike. His joy and conviction 
brought many people to Jesus. 
He was constantly investing in 
relationships, even in the small 
puddles.

Victor: After José died, my 
father told me that the last 
time they came south, José was 
obviously sick and in a weakened 
condition. Upon departing 
he hugged my dad and said, 
“Fernando, we aren’t just friends, 
we are really brothers”. My father, 
who is not usually emotional, 

was quite moved and delighted as 
he told me. I still get goose bumps 
remembering my father’s retelling.

Diana: My uncle was a very 
personable listener. And since my 
childhood he was very active in 
inviting me to dinner or for day 
trips. My parents were not able to 
attend the mission at El Rancho 
Nazaret until my father retired, but 
José would take me every weekend 
with their family. 

He had a gift of connecting with 
whomever he spoke to. He would 
take a personal interest and a loving 
concern when he spoke to you. He 
did not hesitate to block out five 
minutes to speak and especially 
to listen to what was underneath 
the surface of your demeanor. 
Sometimes he would engage for 

is so necessary for evangelizing our 
children and grandchildren.

Explaining a miracle is not easy. 
One needs to ponder and reflect 
back, again and again, in order 
to sharpen the understanding, in 
order to confidently express the 
ineffable. Talking to other persons 
of faith helps very much. This is 
true as we come to understand 
how God is working through Covid. 
Consider the first attempt of the 
disciples of Emmaus, “did not our 
hearts burn within us!” (See Luke 

24:13-35) At first, this miraculous 
encounter could easily be 
misunderstood or written off as 
heartburn from a bad sausage 
served at the meal, especially by 
adolescents or anyone who has 
some pre-existing resistance to 
understanding. In the long run, 
evangelizing another will mean 
articulating the effect much 
better and citing many other 
circumstances in which you 
know the Lord has touched you.

Has the Covid shutdown 
shown you a new appreciation of 

Continued on page 5.

Continued from page 9.

José and Maricela (l & r) embracing 
Victor and Diana in the photo, as in 
their family.
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Mission Needs
The School Supplies

4 soccer (futból) nets 
needed- $100 each.

Water filters for extracting 
minerals. 4 filters will last 
one month- sell for $8 each.

12 brooms needed to replace 
brooms for outdoor general 
use- $30 each.

Zoom (virtual web-confer-
ence) contracts- $1800 will 
cover 20 team leaders for 
one year.

2 web cams- $73 each.

1 case of Lysol multi-surface 
disinfectant- $350

Folders are an ongoing need 
for school. Each student in 
all courses receives notes in 
a 2-pocket, 3-pronged folder. 
These are $10 per box of 25.

cles they would perform would be 
greater than those which His con-
temporaries witnessed during His 
visible stay in Palestine. We should 
therefore expect this same Jesus to 
continue working miracles. 
But I repeat, only for those who be-
lieve that the same Jesus is still on 
earth, but now demanding our faith 
twice over. He wants us to believe 
that He is in the Holy Eucharist with 
the fullness of His humanity, and also 
to believe that His human nature is 
united with the second person of 
the Holy Trinity.1

The normal way that the 
Lord performs wonders and 
miracles in our day and age is 
through the Sacraments. These 
are the “greater works than His” 
promised in Jn 14:12. In his article 
(above), Fr. Hardon defines a 
miracle as any effect perceptible 

by the senses, 
produced by God 
which surpasses 
the powers 
of nature. 

Immediately 
he goes on to 
explain three 
types of miracles 
produced by 
the Sacraments, 
physical, moral 
and intellectual. 
We should 
become familiar 
with them so 
that we can recognize and tell 
others. Nowadays, even more 
important than teachers, people 
need witnesses, i.e., those who have 
experienced the Lord’s love in a 
tangible way and can explain it. This 

Continued on page 10.

Servants of the Cross
P O Box 3054
McAllen, TX
78502-3054

phone: 956 682 4297
<mexsoc@gmail.com>

 donations are tax exempt

To donate on line go to 
our website: 

<<socmission.org>>. 

Above: Ruben and 
Martha celebrated their 
Matrimony during the 
pandemic shutdown. 
With ten people present 
at Mass, only a few more 
were allowed into the re-
ception. They also were 
received in a "drive-by 
parade" (see caption on 
the photo on page 6.)

Right: once outside they 
took off their masks and 
shields for a more tradi-
tional photo.

1. Redacted from– Christ the 
Miracle Worker in the Eucha-
rist. Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.; 
Copyright © 2000 by Inter 
Mirifica.

We've started  up several 
courses virtually. On the right, 
Candidio and Isabel in a photo 
of poor quality because it is 
a screenshot from a webcam 
conference. Like many of our 
families, our couple does not 
have WiFi, nor a computer. So, 
they drove to a friend's house; 
used his WiFi and password; 
didn't enter because of Covid; 
then attended the meeting from 
the garage so they could con-
nect with Seguidores de la Cruz 
via celphone. Notice the head rests 
behind them. Now you can imagine 
how difficult it is for kids in Reynosa to 

get their schooling online, especially 
when there are three or four children 
in the same family.
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ten or fifteen minutes if he 
could hear how you had come to 
follow Christ or to ask what you 
thought about an idea he had 
for the mission or a new way of 
inviting guests to experience our 
relationships and culture. He had 
an insatiable thirst for others 
to come to know Jesus. He was 
never pushy, always personable 
and listening very attentively. 
Yet he was at the same time 
driven and animated by the hope 
of bringing someone deeper into 
the Lord’s life.

Victor: He welcomed me 
into his family as well, when 
Diana and I started dating. José 
took that very personal interest 

and—I would say he gave me 
confidence. He did not hesitate 
to show he had confidence in the 
way I was making decisions, or 
how I handled a touchy situation. 
He also put confidence in me if 
we worked together on a project. 
When we started taking courses 
at the mission, Diana and I were 
trying to decide whether we would 
invest our time serving there; 
should we make this our service 
to the Church and invest in this 
culture. What would be best as we 
began to ask the Lord for children? 
Diana was convinced that these 
were the relationships we should 
cultivate. It is a big investment, 
and when I had pretty much made 
up my mind, I wanted to run it by 

Christ continues performing mira-
cles in our day. I know of no single 
statement that is more practically 
important than to be convinced 
that Christ works and wants to per-
form miracles in our favor 
today.
As we examine the Gos-
pel narratives, we find that 
Jesus regularly associated His 
teaching with working with what 
John calls "signs and wonders." 
These signs and wonders made His 

humanly incomprehensible teach-
ing believable. Miracles are neces-
sary to make God's revelation cred-
ible. Please do not forget that. That 
statement is an article of the Catho-
lic Faith.

The two words human-
ity and faith are crucial to 
an understanding to the 
working of miracles. Christ 

during His visible stay on earth 
worked these miracles of course as 
God, but always through His human-
ity. In other words, the miracles per-

formed by Jesus in Pales-
tine were always the result 
of human words spoken, 
or the result of the touch 
of Christ's human hands. 
We are also told that on 
occasion Jesus could not 
(this is the Almighty) per-
form miracles in certain 
places, because of the 
people's lack of faith. 

I am not exaggerating. 
I am not indulging in 

hyperbole. 

Once this fact dawns 
on our minds that Christ 
performed His miracles 
as God but through His 
human nature as man, 
then the inevitable hap-
pens. That person's faith is 
rewarded by the experi-
ence of miracles. I am not 
exaggerating. I am not 
indulging in hyperbole. 
We all need miracles in 
our lives. Let's be sure we 
know what we are saying. 
During His public ministry 
the Savior assured His fol-
lowers they would con-
tinue working miracles 
in their favor. He even 
promised that the mira-

Continued from page 7.

Continued on bottom of page 7.

Continued from page 3.

José (right) and Maricela (left) teaming up to help another couple to know the 
Lord or to continue to move forward in His path of life and unity.
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Pondering with the Holy Spirit can open us to the 
Lord's plan and the fruits which can come from the 
Covid sufferings and privations.
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José. He was a gift from God, an 
older brother in Christ. He said 
he had been sure that I would 
give myself and our family to 
the Lord in this way—again had 
confidence in me.

Diana: Thinking and speaking 
of José is always connected to 
his unity with my Aunt Mari. I 
am sure they spoke and came to 
agreements on all of their major 

decisions and it just came across 
anytime you observed them. As 
a couple they reminded us very 
much of our founder, Dick Herman 
and his relationship with his wife, 
Maureen. What a great inspiration 
to know these couples who moved 
and served in harmony while vividly 
appreciating one another. In those 
marriages you witness the harmony 
mentioned in Rom 12:10 outdo one 
another in showing honor.

We could consider that the whole 
chapter of Covid-19 ("Covid" in all 
that follows) is a parable, a way God 
is speaking to us which we are to un-
derstand and to be enriched, so to 
bear fruit for the kingdom. Parables 
were stories from ev-
eryday life which were 
somewhat difficult to 
decipher when spoken, 
but then Jesus would 
explain the meaning to 
His disciples. Consider 
one episode which was 
not exactly a story but 
an occurrence: 

"Now is my soul troubled. 
And what shall I say? 
`Father, save me from 
this hour'? No, for this 
purpose I have come to 
this hour. 28Father, glorify 
thy name." Then a voice 
came from heaven, "I 
have glorified it, and 
I will glorify it again." 
29The crowd standing by 
heard it and said that it 
had thundered. Others 
said, "An angel has spo-
ken to him." 30Jesus an-
swered, "This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. (Jn 12:27-30)

All heard something, but the 
people are divided as to the mean-
ing; was it natural? preternatural? 
supernatural? Then Jesus explains 
the event. So perhaps more accu-
rately Covid is not a parable, but 

we might call it a thundering. Ev-
eryone is experiencing the Covid 
thunder, but we need the Holy 
Spirit to understand how to inter-
pret it.

One aspect which we could 
investigate with spiritual 
openness, about which the Lord 
is speaking to us, concerns 
the Sacraments. After six full 
months (here in Reynosa, 
Mexico; somewhat shorter in 
other dioceses) of shutdown 
and privation from liturgical 

celebrations, we are permitted 
to return to the Mass and 
Sacraments. Have you grown 
colder or more fervent for the 
Sacraments, especially for the 
Eucharist and Confession? This 

is a crucial matter for your faith 
and for those whom you love.

Consider how Fr. John Hardon 
characterizes this same question:

Continued on page 8.

Continued from page 5.

From  page 5.

A snapshot after our drive-by celebration of Fr. 
Tim's 25th priestly ordenation anniversary during 
the Covid regimen. After a virtual celebration of 
the Mass of Thanksgiving, cars filled with smiling 
(behind masks) people of all ages, waving signs 
and singing songs of thanksgiving, filed through El 
Rancho Nazaret. They were greeted by the Sisters 
and the Single Women's household members who 
lived together at the mission during the lockdown.
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