
 

Introducing our New STEM Lab 

We are so excited to announce the addition of a STEM - Science, 

Technology, Engineering & Mathematics  - Lab to Nativity this year! 

This lab was the result of extreme generosity from an anonymous 

donor in the Nativity family and will serve students in grades K-5. With 

the donated funds, the Library has been transformed into a part-time 

STEM lab, with new collaborative-learning desks and stools that are 

designed to make our learning space interactive and innovative 

beyond the feel of the traditional classroom setting. Additionally, 

Ryan Eldridge and the Solvonex company have generously donated 

a Yamaha based sound system and Sony Blu-ray player to enhance 

the Lab.  

Mrs. Marissa Garza, who has been a teacher at Nativity since 2012, 

has taken on the role of piloting the STEM program for our school. In 

2012, she co-founded the “Nativity Tech Trek” with 5th grade teacher 

Mrs. Katie Jones, knowing that there was a need for more 

technology resources within the school.  Mrs. Garza and Mrs. Jones 

also initiated a 21st Century Skills Pledge that all teachers signed, 

signifying that each teacher understood the importance of using 

teaching tools and techniques that most adequately match the 

students’ evolving literacies in our technological society. Outdated 

methods of teaching and projects were replaced with techniques 

that incorporated more forms of technology. Now, Mrs. Garza, who is 

passionate about creating hands-on lessons and incorporating 

technology, is so excited to have a designated space within the 

school to focus on such 21st century learning skills.  

The students in grades K-5 will have an opportunity to be engineers 

as they brainstorm blueprints and build things from scratch using 

various materials. After reading a story, students may be presented 

with a problem to collectively solve by making a plan and sharing 

ideas. Students will work with iPads and computer programs to build  
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August 27 
 Last day to register for Q1 Clubs 
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 Tiny Titans begins, 8:45–10 a.m. 
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September 18 
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September 20 
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October 4 
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October 15-19 Fall Break 
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Continued from page 1 

upon their coding schema already established in the technology lab and will even have a chance 

to work with programming and generating robot activity!  Through researching, observing, 

experimenting, calculating, measuring, and exploring, these future scientists will tap into countless 

skills with endless possibilities! 

The Indianapolis Star recently published an article on the importance of STEM in education saying, 

“STEM skills are the same 21st century skills we seek to nurture in all of our students.  They help students 

cultivate curiosity while improving problem-solving skills and critical thinking skills.”   The article also 

stated, “If we’re going to keep pace with the economy of the future, however, we must prepare 

more of our students for careers in STEM -- Science, Technology, Engineering & Math.”  At Nativity, we 

are continually striving to best prepare our next generation and feel that this STEM Lab will help us to 

accomplish that goal!  

  Sign Up Now for K-5 “Getting to Know You” Conferences 

Parents of Kindergarten through 5th grade students, please sign up soon for the “Getting to Know 

You” parent/teacher conferences in September.  You may pick your Wednesday and time before or 

after school on Sign Up Genius via this link:  www.SignUpGenius.com/go/409044CAAAE2CA02-grades    

Middle School parents … if you would like to meet with your child’s homeroom teacher, please 

contact the teacher via email to schedule a meeting time.  

The Leader In Me student-led conferences are scheduled for February 19th.  

Important Safety and Dismissal Instructions 

For safety reasons, please do not open the door for anyone entering the building.  We know being 

helpful and polite is a part of our Catholic faith, but the office will buzz in all visitors.  We ask for the 

visitor’s name prior to entering the building and a picture is taken when the buzzer system is 

activated. 

Please refer to the car pick up map for dismissal procedures.  For safety purposes, we do not allow 

students to leave by walking to the church or front lots, even when escorted by an adult.  If you have 

an emergency or need to leave quickly due to an appointment, we ask that you pick up your child 

before 3:00 p.m. in the school office.  If you have someone else pick up your child, please notify or 

remind them of our procedures. You may pick up your child from aftercare after 3:30 if you do not 

make it to the car pick up line.  

Club Registrations Due Monday 

Monday is the last day to register for 1st Quarter Clubs.  Clubs will begin on Tuesday.  Club information 

and registration form are attached.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044CAAAE2CA02-grades
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Grandparents and Grand Friends Day September 14th 

Hip, hip, hoorah for Grandparents!  We look forward to celebrating the special relationship between 

our students and their Grandparents and Grand Friends on Friday, September 14th.  We will begin with 

Mass at 12:45 and then come to school for a visit and opportunity for photos with Holly Dexter.   

Baby Items Needed 

During the month of August, the 5th grade is collecting items to donate to Saint Elizabeth Coleman 

Pregnancy and Adoption Services of Indianapolis.  At this time, St. Elizabeth is in need of NEW baby 

washcloths, towels, receiving blankets, Avent baby bottles, bottle cleaners, burp cloths, and socks.  

Some of the other items that we are collecting are men and women’s deodorant, toothbrushes, 

Desitin, toilet paper, Kleenex, baby wipes, Pull-ups size 3T-4T, kitchen size trash bags, Dreft Stage 1 

Newborn detergent, and Tide liquid laundry detergent.  We are also collecting new or gently used 

baby and toddler clothes from newborn to size 4T and maternity clothes in any size.  All donations 

can be dropped off to the fifth grade classrooms by September 5th.  Thank you for your support! 

               Coffee With The Principal 

You are invited to the first “Leader In Me - Coffee with the Principal” meeting on September 11th from 

7:45 to 8:30.  Mrs. Bianchini (with the help of students) will gather with interested parents to share 

information about the 7 Habits and how to incorporate them in the home setting.  September’s topic 

is the first habit, “Be Proactive”.  Coffee and a light breakfast will be served.  In order for us to plan 

refreshments, please RSVP to Mrs. Bianchini at tbianchini@nativityindy.org.  

 

Walk-a-Thon is Coming October 5th!   Are You Ready? 
 

Walk-a-thon will be here before you know it the afternoon of October 5th.  The students and families 

who are present have lots of fun.  Each family is required to collect/donate $100 as our only 

mandatory fundraiser of the year.  The Walk-a-thon Support Request letter is attached which may 

help you collect funds. 

Augustravaganza Gratitude 

Thanks to all of our Augustravaganza volunteers who contributed their time and energy to make our 

festival a terrific success!  We appreciate any feedback that you have regarding the festival. Please 

fill out this survey to help let us know your thoughts.     

mailto:tbianchini@nativityindy.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9iYmEfjTeL1hN6GZ5UxBEvHkGf9xBEc28Vxq8FJj1yfnBlw/viewform
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Thank You! 

The students and staff of Nativity School would like to thank Paul Jennings, Nick Jennings (alumni), 

Mike O’Maley, and Doug Young for their help in removing the partitions in our vintage restrooms in 

preparation for the installation of the new ones.  It is truly a testament to our school that these 

“parents of alumni” stepped forth to help!   

Also a great thank you goes out to John Guilfoy and Jeremy Basso for helping direct traffic on 

Southeastern Ave. to ease our school dismissal process during the festival set up days. 

Tiny Titans Return on September 5th 

Attention parents and grandparents of Babies through Pre-Schoolers -- How does a morning of fun 

with your little one sound?  The littlest members of our Nativity family – the Tiny Titans – and their 

caretakers are invited to meet at Nativity to socialize and have a little fun.  This Tiny Titans will be 

meeting on Wednesday mornings twice a month from 8:45 until 10 a.m.  Just sign in at the school 

office and come down to the Library with your infants through preschoolers.  Mrs. Stacey Griffith will 

be leading the sessions.  You can contact Stacey with questions at yecats8080@hotmail.com, or call 

the school office.  The first four sessions are scheduled for September 5th and 19th, and October 3rd and 

24th.   

 Order Beautiful Fall Flowers Online Now   
 

For those of you who love autumn colors and beautiful flowers, rejoice!  The annual Nativity PFO Fall 

Plant Sale is now open!  Gorgeous mums and ornamentals are now available to order in many colors 

from Heidenreich’s Greenhouse.  Visit https://nativityflowersale.wufoo.com/forms/nativity-pfo-fall-

mum-and-plant-sale-2018/ to place your order. 

 

Online ordering is available until the end of the day on Monday, September 3rd.  Payment by cash or 

check is due when you pick up your order on Monday, September 17th from 3 to 5 p.m. at the south 

entrance of the Nativity parish center. 

 

If you have any questions or need to make special arrangements to pick up your order, please 

contact Holly Dexter at holly.dexter@gmail.com, 317-862-0976 or Trish Wlodarczyk at 

trishwlodarczyk@hotmail.com, 317-460-8945. 

Illness Reported 

There have been two cases of Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease reported from different families in a 

primary grade and Middle School.  An information sheet from the Indiana State Department of 

Health is attached to this Newscast. 

mailto:yecats8080@hotmail.com
https://nativityflowersale.wufoo.com/forms/nativity-pfo-fall-mum-and-plant-sale-2018/
https://nativityflowersale.wufoo.com/forms/nativity-pfo-fall-mum-and-plant-sale-2018/
mailto:holly.dexter@gmail.com
mailto:trishwlodarczyk@hotmail.com
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Nativity Siblings Win at State Fair! 

 

Get Your Act Together 
 

How about you?  Do you have a talent you want to showcase at Nativity’s Variety Show?  If so, you 

need to put your act together and start practicing.  We need dancers, singers, gymnasts, 

cheerleaders, martial arts experts, magicians, instrumentalists, jugglers, and comedians!  Whatever 

your talent – put an act together and get ready to perform! 

 

Auditions will be coming up soon (September 13th after school) and you will want your act to be as 

rehearsed as possible by the time auditions roll around! 

 

The 8th grade class is in charge of the Variety Show and they will want at least one act from every 

single grade.  So get your friends together or do it by yourself, plan your act, learn your music, 

practice, practice, practice and practice – and come out to audition for the Variety Show!  We 

need YOU so that we can put on a tremendous show! 

 

The Variety Show will be on Thursday, October 4th at 6:30 p.m. in the gym.  Questions can be directed 

to Mrs. Hamm at mhamm@nativityindy.org. 
 

Attention All Nativity CYO Coaches 

Nativity Athletics is holding a meeting for all CYO coaches, both current and those who wish to 

coach in the future.  The Athletics Committee strongly encourages each coach to attend!  In 

addition to welcoming you to another CYO athletic year, important new policies relating codes of 

conduct and coaching expectations will be spelled out.  Pizza and sandwiches will be provided.  

Bruce Scifres, Executive Director of the CYO, will be speaking along with Father Pat.  The meeting will 

be held Sunday, August 26th at 6 p.m. in the Parish Center.  Thank you and we look forward to seeing 

our all of our coaches! 

CYO Girls Grade School Basketball Tryouts 
Tryouts will be at the following times for each grade level: 

Saturday August 25th:      9:30-11:00   7th/8th        11:00-12:30  5th/6th   12:30-1:30   4th 

Sunday,  August 26th:    12:30-1:30     7th/8th         1:30-2:30     5th/6th     2:30-3:30     4th 

Please contact Kevin Kirkoff if you have any questions (kevinkirkhoff@comcast.net). 

 

Congratulations to Rosie and Gino Duncan for winning 2nd place in 

the Indiana State Fair Youth Talent competition!!  This sister and 

brother duo always give their best in everything they do!  Rosie and 

Gino, we are proud of you! 

mailto:mhamm@nativityindy.org
mailto:kevinkirkhoff@comcast.net
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Girl Scouts Information Meeting August 29 

A new Daisy Troop for kindergarten girls will be starting in September.  Older troops are established 

and based on grade level.  Join us in making new friends and having FUN!  Troops meet 

approximately once a month after school.  Additional activities are planned as available.  

Parents & girls are invited to attend an informational meeting on Wednesday, August 29th from 6:00 to 

7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center.   

If Wednesday’s meeting is not convenient for you or if you are interested in being a troop co-leader, 

please contact Becky Kabat at rmstakes@hotmail.com for more information.  

Ready, Aim, Try Archery! 

Archery is having an open gym on September 5th and again on September 12th for any students in 

grades 4-8 from 6 until 8 p.m.  If students are curious to see what archery is about and would like to try 

it out before joining the team this would be the time.  Any students wishing to sign up could do so at 

this time.  We will also be meeting with the parents to let them know what is involved with the archery 

team.   If you have any questions, please contact Keith Clowers at spothog2@comcast.net.  

       Junior High Tailgate Party 
All Nativity 6th, 7th and 8th grade students are invited!! 

 

Come cheer on the Roncalli Rebels at their home opener against Bishop Chatard on Friday, August 

31st from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.   It will be held in the Family Youth Center at St. Jude.  There will be food, 

games, music AND a ticket to the 7:00 p.m. Rebel Football game!  The cost for dinner and ticket to 

the game is $5.00.  There will be no Nativity supervision at the football game. 

 

Permission form & money should be turned into Maureen Hutt OR the school office by Wednesday, 

August 29th.   Cash or checks payable to Nativity are accepted.  For more information, email Maureen 

Hutt at mhutt@Nativityindy.org 

Follow us on Twitter @NativityYM         

Follow us on Facebook ~ Nativity Catholic Youth Group 

 

Girls Soccer CYO Night at Roncalli 
 

The Roncalli girls soccer team is hosting CYO night on Thursday, August 30th!  All Nativity girls are 

invited to attend.  If you have any questions- please email Susan Burkhardt at 

js.burkhardt98@comcast.net.   

 

mailto:rmstakes@hotmail.com
mailto:spothog2@comcast.net
mailto:mhutt@Nativityindy.org
mailto:js.burkhardt98@comcast.net
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News From Cathedral High School 

Early Admission at Cathedral High School:  Cathedral High School is excited to announce that for the 

first time we are offering families the chance to apply for admission via our new Early Admission 

process! Early Admission at Cathedral allows families of 8th graders to apply for admission by October 

1 and receive an admission decision the week of Thanksgiving!  Apply today at 

gocathedral.com/apply 

CYO Night at Marion University   Join the Irish Football Team and Fans August 31st for CYO Night at 

Marion University. Come meet the team, tailgate with the fans and receive free admission to the 

game (students only). Other sports represented will be: boys/girls track and cross country, boys/girls 

tennis, boys/girls golf and cheerleading! 

 

 Attachments:   Club info and registration Walk-a-Thon letter    Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease  

   letter from ISDH     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please patronize our 2017-18 Walk-a-Thon Sponsors: 
Gold Sponsors:  Alpha Systems, Beck Service Center, Hightower Graphics, Inter-State Studio, Roncalli 

High School 

Silver Sponsors:  Braun’s Fun Time Campers, Dexter Photography, Peterman Heating, Cooling, and 

Plumbing, Inc. 

Bronze Sponsors:  Allegra Printing, Jockish Flowers, Mascari Cleaners, Daming Excavating, Flashbacks 

Family Bar & Grill, James Babcock, Inc., CYO Athletics, Kridan Business Equipment, Knights of 

Columbus Council #13105, Hartman Janitorial Supply, Cox, Beckman, Goss & Co., Nativity Girl Scouts, 

Nativity PFO   

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  

 Nativity Catholic School Mission Statement 

 

Nativity Catholic School, a ministry of Nativity Catholic Church, will LEAD through: 

 Love rooted in Christ; 

 Education focused on academic excellence and service to others; 

 Achievement through personal effort and perseverance; and  

 Development of mind, body and spirit. 

 

Vision 

By inspiring greatness, all children of Nativity Catholic School will realize their worth 

and reach their fullest God given potential. 

 

http://gocathedral.com/apply

