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 Strategically placed 
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of student dismissal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    
PFO is off to a 

galloping start! 

December 20 , 2019 Upcoming Dates 

 
December 20 
 Last Day of School in 2019 
 
December 21-January 5 
 Christmas Vacation 
 
January 6 
 Classes Resume 
 
January 8 
 End of Quarter 2 
 Q3 Club Registrations due 
 Author Presentation  
 
January 9 
 School Mass, 8:30, all welcome 
 
January 13 
 Q3 Clubs begin 
 Archery fundraiser at New Bethel 

Ordinary, 11 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
 
January 15 
 Report cards sent home 

 
January 16 
 School Mass, 8:30, all welcome 
 Awards 
 PFO Meeting, 6:30, PC 
 
January 20 Martin Luther King Day 
 No school  
 
January 23 
 School Mass, 8:30, all welcome 
 Spelling Bee, 1:30 
 
January 27-31  
 Catholic Schools Week 
 Registration for 2020-21 begins 
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Nativity Newscast 
 

‘Weather’ Or Not To Delay Or Close 

Thanks for all of your patience with the weather related issues this 

week.  Closing school and/or delaying school is never an easy 

decision to make.  I do begin watching the newscasts, conferring 

with other south deanery principals, and driving the streets before 

making a decision to close or delay school.  I am aware that any 

decision to open on time, delay, or close school will not please 

everyone.  If school is not delayed, please know that you, the 

parent, can opt to bring your child into school later in the day if you 

would like. 

If in fact, there is a delayed school day, please be aware that there 

will be no morning care.  School will begin at 10:15 (2-hour delay). 

Students can begin arriving at 10:00 and will report directly to their 

classroom.  On a delayed morning, there will be no morning PK 

classes.     Terri Bianchini, Principal  

 

Additional Club for Q3 
Guess what?  Another club has been added for Quarter 3!  The 

Clay Club with Mrs. Dunn and Mrs. Minton will be held on Tuesdays 

beginning January 14th.  Your Q3 club choices include: Kids Exercise 

Club, Scrapbooking Club, Racing Car Club, Disney Movie Club, 

Ultimate Disney Club, Dumbledore’s Army of Muggles, and Guitar 

Hero Club.  Please see the attachment for details.  The registration 

form is also attached.  Club registration is due Wednesday, January 

8th!  Clubs begin the second week in January. 

 
 

Welcome Surprise In Pre-School! 
 

Preschooler Oakley Franklin was enjoying the class Christmas party 

with her mother and grandmother when she looked up and saw her 

father, Army Private Chris Franklin!  Much to her delight, her daddy is 

home on leave for Christmas.  We welcome Private Franklin home 

and thank him for his service! 
 

mailto:plamott@nativityindy.org


 

 

Pope urges children to be little “bridges” like the Child Jesus 
 

The following article from the Vatican News Service caught our eye as the Holy Father, Pope Francis, 

was speaking to children about being little bridges.  Nativity’s 2019-20 theme is “Bridge of Faith”. 

 

Excerpted from December 16, 2019 Vatican News by Robin Gomes 

Pope Francis is inviting children to look to the Child Jesus with amazement and, like Him, be little 

“bridges” where they live.  

However, he gave the boys and girls homework to do.  “On Christmas Day, gather together in prayer 

and, with the same amazement of the shepherds, look at the Child Jesus, who came into the world to 

bring the love of God, who makes all things new,” the Pope said. 

“With His birth,” he explained, “Jesus made Himself a bridge between God and mankind, reconciled 

earth and sky, recomposed the whole human race into unity.”   Today, the Pope said, the Child Jesus 

also asks them to be little "bridges" where they live.  

 

When the Pope asked them whether it is better to build bridges or walls, the youngsters together 

answered “Bridges”.  He noted they must have already realized the need for it.  At times, he pointed 

out, it is not easy “but if we are united with Jesus we can do it”. 
 

In conclusion, the Holy Father urged the children to learn the true meaning of Christmas from 

Mary.  “She and Saint Joseph”, he said, “can truly teach us how to accept Jesus, how to adore him and 

how to follow Him day by day.” 

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-12/pope-francis-children-catholic-action-acr.html 

 

       Accelerated Reader News   
 

Congratulations to Alexis Kabat (3rd grade) and Mrs. Cadick for being Reader Leader Millionaires! Also 

congratulations to Junior Reader Leader, James Marlin (kindergarten), for reading over 10,000 words! 

Mrs. Cadick receives a week of free dress, Alexis gets to choose from a list of prizes, and James gets to 

enjoy lunch with Ms. Bianchini. They will all have their pictures hung on the Reader Leader wall outside 

of the library. 

Students may login to Accelerated Reader at https://hosted278.renlearn.com/117570/ and take quizzes 

over books to become Reader Leaders. If your child needs assistance logging in, please contact Jill 

Geisendorff at jgeisendorff@nativityindy.org. Thank you for encouraging your child to read! 

 
  
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-12/pope-francis-children-catholic-action-acr.html
https://hosted278.renlearn.com/117570/
mailto:jgeisendorff@nativityindy.org
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Service Club Continues Works of Mercy 

This week, the Service Club uncovered the last corporeal work of mercy: bury the dead.  The students 

served in this way by visiting those in hospice care at Rosegate Village.  Here, student and resident 

pairs painted an image of the Nativity and wrote a Scripture verse pointing to the coming of Christ.  

Without being asked, students gave the paintings to their newfound friends.  It was a joy to see their 

faces after receiving the gifts!  The Service Club has been wonderful way for our 5th-8th grade 

students to live out the faith together, preparing for Christ’s coming into their hearts, minds, and souls 

this Christmas.  Look out for us in quarter four for the Lenten season! 

Images: 

1. Mrs. Smith, along with her daughters Maggie (member) and Lilly (honorary member) talk with 

Maggie. 

2. Gianna Miller shares a smile with a resident of Rosegate. 

3. The resident’s Nativity scene, with rays of light shining from the stable containing Jesus Christ’s 

cradle. 

4. Shirley shows off the scene Lenica Molina-Gomez and she created. 

5. Theresa talks with a resident. 

6. Full Service Club snapshot. 

7. Mary Renshaw and Mary smile after their time together. 
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Church Dedication Mass  

You are invited to join in the celebration of the Rite of Dedication of a Church 

on Sunday, December 22, 2019 at 11 o'clock in the morning with the Most Rev. Charles C. 

Thompson, JCL, DD, Archbishop of Indianapolis, presiding. A reception will follow in 

Weilhammer Hall. Join us to celebrate the renovation and expansion of our church! 

 

**Note: Mass will be held in the Holy Family Chapel on Saturday, December 21, 

at 5:30 pm, and Sunday, December 22, at 8:00 am. The Dedication Mass at 

11:00 am will be the only Mass in the Church that weekend.**  

Christmas Masses 

All Christmas Masses will be held in the newly renovated church. Please note 

that not all parts of the church will be finished by Christmas; temporary 

seating will be used for the Christmas Masses.  

 

Christmas Vigil Mass - December 24, 4:30 pm 

Children's Choir begins pre-Mass music at 4:00 pm 

 

Christmas Vigil Mass - December 24, 7:30 pm 

Youth Choir begins pre-Mass music at 7:00 pm 

 

Christmas Mass in the Night - December 24, 10:30 pm 

Service of Lessons and Carols begins at 10:00 pm  

 

Christmas Day Mass - December 25, 10:00 am 
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Author Coming To Nativity 
 

Author Linda Minton is coming to Nativity to speak to individual classes on Wednesday, January 8th.  

She will introduce her new book and speak of writing, illustrating and publishing.  Mrs. Jeni Boyle, Art 

teacher, and Mrs. Bonnie Kurz, Librarian are sponsoring her visit.  Please see the attachment for more 

information on how you can purchase your own copy.   

     Titan Archers Score   

Nativity’s Titan Archers had another good showing at last weekend’s South Decatur Archery 

Tournament.  Congratulations to Nativity’s Elementary Team for taking 1st place!  Cliff LaMarca 

scored 2nd highest in his division with 249 points!  Cullen Deardorff scored 3rd highest with 248 points!  

And Colin Dexter scored 4th highest with 239 points! 
 

Our Middle School Team took 4th place, (only 4 points out of 3rd place).  Congratulations to Ella 

Mayer who scored 5th overall and was the 2nd highest female in the MS division with 269 points! 
 

According to Coach Mescall, “all the kids are having a great time and we continue to grow as a 

team and look forward to the rest of the year.”    

 

Archery Night at New Bethel Ordinary 
 

New Bethel Ordinary, 8838 Southeastern Avenue, will host Titan Archer Night on Monday, January 13th 

from 11 a.m. until 9:30 p.m.  Come have dinner and support your Titan Archery Team. New Bethel 

Ordinary, known for its Pizza, also has wonderful Burgers, Wings and Monthly Specials.  Our thanks to 

New Bethel Ordinary for sharing the proceeds generated from this event. 

  

News from Roncalli High School 

 
Roncalli High School Application:   Roncalli is excited to welcome the Class of 2024 next fall!  As a 

reminder, the Application for Admission is now available online  https://apps.roncalli.org/application. 

Once the application is complete and the $100 registration fee is received, you may continue the 

registration process.   Your next step is to schedule an appointment to meet with your student's 

counselor to create their freshman year schedule.  Please contact Director of Admissions Allie Ross 

at aross@roncalli.org or (317) 787-8277, ext. 243 with any questions.  
 

Maternity Leave Positions at Roncalli:   Roncalli High School is seeking to fill two maternity leave 

positions for portions of the spring semester; one in Biology and one in Chemistry. If interested, please 

contact Principal Chuck Weisenbach at cweisenbach@roncalli.org. 

 

 

https://apps.roncalli.org/application
mailto:aross@roncalli.org
mailto:cweisenbach@roncalli.org
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Roncalli Wrestling CYO Winter Break Clinic 
 

Roncalli Wrestling is hosting its 4th Annual CYO Winter Break Wrestling Clinic at Roncalli High School 

Wrestling Facility.  RHS Head Coach Wade McClurg, the RHS wrestling staff and RHS wrestling team 

will be teaching wrestling techniques.  This is a great opportunity for wrestlers to kick off the CYO 

Wrestling Season!  Cost: $20 pay at the door. Dates:  Monday, December 23rd & Thursday, December 

26th from 12:00 to 1:30 p.m. Ages: Grades K-8  Contact Wade McClurg at wrestling@roncalli.org 
 

   News from Cathedral High School    
Cathedral will administer the High School Placement Test on Saturday, January 11th at 8:30 a.m. 

Families can preregister by visiting www.gocathedral.com/placementtest.  

 

Cathedral Baseball Christmas Camp:  Register now for K through 8th grade baseball camp at 

Cathedral High School, December 27, 2019. Camp begins at 9:30 a.m. and concludes at 3:00 p.m. 

$65 fee includes a camp T-shirt.  $10 discount for siblings!  Register at 

Gocathedral.com/athletics/baseball-christmas-camp. 

 

Attachments:   January menu    Q3 Clubs    Book Order   Archery Night    VB apparel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Walk a Thon Sponsors 2019-20 
Gold Sponsors:   Hightower Graphics, Beck Service Center, Roncalli High School, Griffith Flooring,  

Big Daddy's Bar & Grill, Southport Discount Appliance, Tri-Ax, Inc., and Brandywine Vineyard 

 

Silver Sponsors:   Kridan, Inc., Dexter Photography, Braun's Fun Time Campers, Knights of Columbus 

Fr. Louis Gootee Council # 13105, Ray Skillman GMC Truck, and Nate Knows Real Estate 

 

Bronze Sponsors:   Daming Excavating, Cox, Beckman, Goss & Co., and Ufit Fitness Studios 

 

 

Nativity Catholic School Mission Statement 
 

Nativity Catholic School, a ministry of Nativity Catholic Church, will LEAD through: 

Love rooted in Christ; 

Education focused on academic excellence and service to others; 

Achievement through personal effort and perseverance; and 

Development of mind, body and spirit. 

 

Vision 

By inspiring greatness, all children of Nativity Catholic School will realize their worth 

and reach their fullest God given potential. 

 

mailto:wrestling@roncalli.org

