
 
 

 
            

 
We take great pride and joy in welcoming you to the 2020-21 school year!  It will be so good to 

have your children back within our school walls!  We have been diligently working with the 

guidance of the Office of Catholic Schools, the Marion County Health Department, and the 

CDC in developing Nativity’s Re-Entry Protocol.   Below are some commonly asked questions 

concerning the re-entry to Nativity’s 2020-21 school year.   

 

When will school start? 

We plan to open Nativity on our regularly scheduled start date of Monday, August 10, 2020.  

The only change to the previously published calendar is that we will be in session on Thursday, 

August 13th due to changes in the Parish festival.  Tents will be set up in the back parking lot on 

Thursday, so dismissal will be on the football field.  Directions for dismissal will be sent out in the 

school newsletter closer to the day. 

 

Will masks be required? 

Students and staff will need to wear masks, at times.  Masks will be required while entering and 

exiting the building, in common areas such as the hallways and when social distancing is not 

possible.  Students should be sent to school with a mask (labeled with their name) daily.  In 

general, when students are at their desks, they will not need to wear masks since they will be 

socially distanced. 

 

I don’t want my child wearing a mask. 

We know that there are strong opinions about the use of masks.  The Indiana State 

Department of Health cited a 40-60% reduction in COVID-19 transmission when masks are used 

by all, which is why we are requiring them for certain portions of the day.  Children, despite 

being generally less affected by COVID-19, expose school staff and adults at home who may 

be more at risk.   

 

Will social distancing be required? 

We will practice social distancing when possible.  In classrooms, student seating may be 

arranged to all face in the same directions and will be spaced as far apart as possible.  At 

lunch, we will add additional tables and maximize the available spaces for distancing. 
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Will students be screened for COVID-19 symptoms? 

Parents need to be attentive to the daily health of their children and will be required by the 

Archdiocese to sign a Student Health and Safety Plan indicating their commitment to ensure 

their child is symptom free and safe to attend school each day.  This includes being fever free 

for 72 hours without the use of fever reducing medication.  School staff will also be receiving 

professional development on how to recognize potential COVID-19 symptoms.  The Student 

Health and Safety Plan will be sent to families in an email prior to the beginning of school. 

 

How will I drop my child off in the morning? 

We will continue to offer morning care from 7 to 7:45 each day.  Parents will need to drop off 

their child at door #1.   If arriving between 7:45 – 8:15, students in PK, K, & 1 will need to enter 

door #3.  Door #3 is located on the back parking lot by the 1st grade classrooms.  Students will 

be greeted by a Nativity staff member and escorted to the classroom.  Since parents and 

guests are not allowed in the building, they will need to say goodbye to their child outdoors.  

Students in grades 2-8 arriving between 7:45-8:15 will enter door #1, #4, or #5. 

 

What changes will students see in the cafeteria? 

Students will notice extra tables set up in the Titan Café and will be asked to sit spaced as far 

apart as possible.  Masks will be required while picking up food in the cafeteria line.  Students 

will wash hands or using hand sanitizer prior to entering the café.  Students will be assisted by 

food service staff when choosing their pre-wrapped choices and when checking out of the hot 

lunch line.  The microwave will not be available to heat up lunches brought from home. 

Students should bring their lunch from home in the morning or purchase a lunch in the Titan 

Café.  Lunch deliveries will not be allowed.  Visitors are not allowed in the lunchroom. 

 

Will parents and visitors be allowed in the building? 

Unfortunately, we must restrict all school visitors to promote health, safety and social distancing, 

so parents and visitors will not be allowed in the building.  To pick up  a child early, a parent 

should call the school office upon arrival at school and wait at the picnic tables on the front 

porch.  Your child will be called to the office and escorted out to the front porch. 

 

What about water fountains? 

We are asking that each student bring a filled water bottle daily.  All water fountains have 

been turned off.  Each classroom is equipped with a water dispenser and 3-oz cups in case a 

student forgets his/her water bottle. 

 

What changes will be implemented on the playground? 

Students will have recess as they have had in the past.  Classroom balls will be collected and 

sprayed with sanitizer at the end of each recess.  Students will use hand sanitizer before re-

entering the school building. 
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How will dismissal be different? 

In order to keep the number of students in a hallway to a minimum, we will be dismissing students 

in shifts.  At 3:05, extended care workers will pick students up from the classroom and lead them 

to one of four check in areas.   At 3:10, all “B” classrooms will be dismissed to the car lot.  At 3:15, 

all “A” classrooms will be dismissed to the car lot.  No car will leave the parking lot until all 

students are dismissed, cars are loaded, and the teacher on duty releases the cars.  This does 

mean that cars filled at 3:10 will need to wait until after the 3:15 load to leave the lot. We 

appreciate your patience as we implement this new process in keeping our children safe! 

Students should not be picked up by parents other than in the car line.  (For example…no parent 

should park at the church or parish center and walk to pick up a child.) 

 

Will there be any changes in the extended care routine? 

Students will be checked into four rooms instead of gathering in the gym to check in.  Playtime 

will be outdoors as weather permits.  If indoor playtime is required due to weather, the gym will 

be scheduled in increments for each group to use.  Parents will enter door #1 (wearing a mask) 

and will be greeted by the monitor who will call the child down to the entry. 

 

Will the students still go to weekly Mass? 

Right now, we have two options listed in our Re-Entry Plan.  We will determine which option will 

work best closer to the beginning of the school year. Students are required to wear masks while 

in church. 

Option 1:  If operating at ½ capacity, there is seating for 370 people.  All attendees will wear 

masks with social distancing guidelines in effect (make “airplane arms”). 

Option 2:  If operating at less than ½ capacity, all A classrooms will attend Mass one week with B 

classrooms holding a prayer service in their classroom.  The next week will be reversed. 

 

What will happen if someone tests positive for COVID-19? 

If we have a confirmed case of COVID-19, we will follow the directions of the Marion County 

Health Department and the Office of Catholic Education.  Many of our new procedures are 

designed to support contact tracing should a confirmed case occur.  Please see the 

attachment from the Indiana State Department of Health for these guidelines. 

 

Will these procedures be in place all year?  Will Nativity stay open all year? 

We don’t know what the rest of the school year may bring.  If cases surge and the governor 

orders schools to close again, we will once again offer eLearning.  If the situation improves, we 

may be able to abandon some elements of this re-entry plan and return to normal operating 

procedures. 

In case of eLearning, we will be utilizing Google Classroom.  Additional information concerning 

changes in our eLearning practices will be published in the weekly school newsletter at the 

beginning of the year. 
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What cleaning will take place in the school building? 

We’ve stocked up on personal protective equipment, hand sanitizer, disinfectant spray and 

cleaning supplies in each classroom.  Desks and chairs will be sanitized at the end of the day 

and after any class switches to a new classroom.  In addition to our regular cleaning, our day 

porter will be disinfecting more often in the common areas such as restrooms, hallways, and 

high-touch areas like door handles. 

 

Will there still be a “Meet Your Teacher” night? 

Originally on the calendar for August 6th, we will need to reconfigure the “Meet Your Teacher” 

event to be cognizant of social distancing.  In mid-July, we will send out an email with a Sign Up 

Genius link.  Similar to when families picked up items at the end of last school year, each family 

will sign up for a 15-minute time on August 6th to visit with the teacher.  Students may bring 

supplies in at this time.  

 

What social and emotional resources will be in place as students return? 

We recognize the importance of providing students with extra social and emotional support as 

they return to school.  Expect to see special welcome activities, allocated class time for re-

establishing relationships, learning new routines, and learning about coping strategies.  

Professional development for teachers will be provided on materials and lessons to address the 

social and emotional needs of students. 

 

What can a parent do to help their child transition back to school?  

 Encourage your child to ask questions and answer them to the best of your ability. 

 Have your child practice wearing a mask for short periods of time.  

 Follow recommended guidelines regarding masks and social distancing this summer. 

 Help your child get back to a normal bedtime/wake-up schedule at least a week before 

school begins. 

 Stay positive and excited about the beginning of the 2020-21 school year! 

 
 

 

The staff at Nativity has high expectations for all of our students.  We have even higher 

expectations of ourselves. This year, Nativity’s staff will continue to dedicate our focus on 

improving student learning for all students.  We will continue to work diligently through 

collaboration to discuss teaching strategies to meet the needs of our students. We will improve 

student learning through improved instruction focusing on aligned curriculum, data collection, 

and assessment.  We are committed to finding each student’s skill level and taking them 

forward in their learning. 

 

I would like to thank the Nativity Re-Entry Task Team for their help, time and wisdom in helping 

to develop a plan that will best serve Nativity’s children. 
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Nativity Re-Entry Task Team 

 

Terri Bianchini, Principal 

Jill Geisendorff, Assistant 

Principal 

Margarita Marlin, MD 

Amanda Becker, RN 

Rebecca Kabat, RN 

Lisa Render, Teacher 

Brian Boyle, Teacher 

Kristin Reynolds, Teacher 

Margie Hamm, Teacher 

Jennie Dixon, Teacher  

Stacey Griffith, Teacher 

Stone Robbins, Teacher 

Chris Peek, Teacher 

Teresa Minton, Teacher 

Jenne Youtsey, Teacher 

Giennie Dunn, Teacher

 

Attachment:    Student Guidance for Return to School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Nativity Catholic School, 3310 S. Meadow Drive, Indianapolis, IN  46239 

Telephone: 317-357-1459   plamott@nativityindy.org    https:/school.nativityindy.org 
 

 

Nativity Catholic School Mission Statement 
 

Nativity Catholic School, a ministry of Nativity Catholic Church, will LEAD through: 

Love rooted in Christ; 

Education focused on academic excellence and service to others; 

Achievement through personal effort and perseverance; and 

Development of mind, body and spirit. 

 

Vision 

By inspiring greatness, all children of Nativity Catholic School will realize their worth 

and reach their fullest God given potential. 
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