
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive     Office Hours    501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250    Tuesday 8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com   Wednesday 8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943   Thursday 8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, December 19 2021  Fourth Sunday of Advent   

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday 5.30 p.m.  
Thursday     10 a.m. (care center)  

Friday 8.30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5.30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while await-

ing a diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and 

grieving the loss of a dear one.  

Sick - Nick Doud, Betty Ludwig, Frank Wagers, Milo Rees, Ron Wittrock, Lorena 

Dahl     Deceased - Curt Templeman, Harry Kloewer, Gary Hejlik, Bob James, Judy 

Eldredge, Jim Zimmer, Patti Craig      

Parish Mission  
Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  

Christmas Mass Schedule 

Friday, December 24  (Vigil)  
4.00 p.m. Mass at St. John 
6.00 p.m. Mass at All Saints   
Saturday, December 25 (Christmas Day)  
9.00 a.m. Mass at All Saints   



 

F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
To place the gospel narrative in the context, Mary has just been visited by the archan-
gel Gabriel, and through the Holy Spirit she has conceived Jesus in her womb. A few months 
earlier, Elizabeth, her older relative, also conceived a child: John the Baptist. And the amaz-

ing thing about this encounter between Mary and Elizabeth is that the presence of the children is 
as powerful as the presence of the mothers. John the Baptist leaps for joy, while he is still in Eliza-
beth’s womb, as soon as Jesus, who is still in Mary’s womb, enters the room. Already, from the very 
beginning, both John and Jesus are fulfilling their missions, because a God-given purpose, a calling, is 
at work in them. We are all key players in God’s story of salvation: just like Jesus, John, Mary, and 
Elizabeth. There are four things we need to know about that calling. The first thing is that it involves 
a state in life. Our state in life is like the platform from which we each do our part to build up the 
Kingdom of God in the world. There are four basic states in life. The first is marriage, in which one 
man and one woman freely choose to give themselves to each other in a life-long, exclusive commit-
ment of holy matrimony. Marriage is a sacrament, a sign and instrument of God’s grace. For spouses, 
the primary task of life is helping eachother and their children achieve lasting happiness, now and 
forever. Their mission is to make their relationship into an ever brighter reflection of God’s love and 
goodness, to make their family into a ‘domestic church’. The second state in life is the priesthood. 
This too is a sacrament. A man called by God to the priesthood is called to be a living image among 
God’s people of Christ the Good Shepherd. He feeds God’s people with true doctrine, strengthens and 
heals them with the sacraments, and protects them from evil through his prayer, guidance, and exam-
ple. The third state in life is religious or consecrated life. This is the state of monks, nuns, religious 
brothers and sisters, and consecrated lay people. This state of total dedication to God involves a call 
from God to be, in the midst of this fallen world, a sign of the world to come. It involves living 
in religious communities that vividly and radically embody all the Christian virtues – like detach-
ment, chastity, obedience, and charity. The fourth state is the single state. In a mysterious way, God 
calls some men and women to a permanent single state, so that they can put their time and tal-
ents fully at the service of their neighbors and be like leaven inside the dough of the world. The sec-
ond thing to know about our calling is how to find out which state of life we are called to. For some of 
us it is easy, because we are already there. First, prayer. Since every calling comes from God, we will 
make it very hard for ourselves to find our calling if we do not know how to relate to God, speak with 
him, and listen to him. A healthy life of prayer is the best ally in discerning our personal calling. Sec-
ond, perfection. We have to strive for perfection in everything we do. In this fallen world, with all our 
limitations, we do not usually achieve perfection in anything. But by striving for perfection, we push 
ourselves out of our comfort zone and show God that we are serious about making the best possible 
use of the gifts and opportunities he gives us. Pursuing perfection starts at home: being the best son, 
daughter, brother, or sister that we can be. But it extends to everything: friendships, chores, home-
work, extracurriculars. By developing the habit of giving our best at all times, we will be-
come ready to give our best in our state of life. Without that readiness, we may end up tuning out 
God’s voice when he starts to call. Third, parish life. We cannot discern our calling alone. We 
need good advice and guidance from other people who know and love God, who have discovered their 
calling and are living it out faithfully. By staying actively involved in the parish, it is easier to 
stay plugged into God’s channel. The third thing to know about our calling is its goal. Every state in 
life, and every calling, has the same goal: holiness and happiness. What God wants for each one of 
us is to live in a personal, vibrant friendship with him. As that friendship matures, we become holier. 
That is what holiness is: a mature, ongoing relationship with God. And that relationship will lead us 
to the happiness we long for, the happiness we were created for. This is the part of our calling that we 
most often forget. Our society has become secular. This means that world around us is no long-
er promoting holiness (communion with God) as the path to lasting happiness. We were made 
for holiness, for communion with God, and as that communion deepens, so will our happiness. 
 



Annual Diocesan Appeal  

A  big thanks to everyone who has already participated in the Annual Diocesan Appeal for the 

financial year 2021, and a friendly reminder to those who have forgotten about it that if we do 

not pay off the appeal amount within the time frame, then the amount has to be paid from our operating 

account and it will affect our parish finances. May I appeal to you that if God has blessed you, would you 

be gracious to share a little of that God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission. Thank you for 

your partnership and generosity.  

You may drop your ADA contribution in the collection basket or mail it to the office:  

  All Saints Church  P. O. Box 605  Stuart, IA 50250  

 

All Saints’ ADA Goal       St. John’s ADA Goal  

$ 31,000         $ 7,803  

Gifts received        Gifts received  

$ 22,230        $ 5,060  
Financial partnership - All Saints      Financial partnership - St. John  

December 12, 2021       December 12, 2021 

Tithing: $ 1401       Tithing: $  680 

Children: $ 4        Children: $   

Imma. Con. : $ 479       Money counters (12/19/2021)  

X’mas Flowers: $ 145      Sheryl Drees and Dave Richter   

Money counters (12/21/2021)        

Cindy Boucher and Dave Vigon     

   

 

 

 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS  
Christmas is our season for being refreshed in the joy of God’s gifts. It is our 
season for wonder, for generosity of spirit, and for making time for what is 
truly important in life. May the Peace, Joy, Love of the Lord be with each 
one of us this Christmas and always.   

T 
ax Deduction Awaiting You  

A tax deduction is awaiting you for the year 2021, and you 
don’t want to miss it! Make a donation to All Saints Cath-
olic Church or St. John Catholic Church before the 31st of 
December, and you can claim a tax deduction when you 

file your tax returns for the year 2021.      

Poinsettias at All Saints  

Our Art and Environment Team will be decorating the Church with beautiful 

poinsettia plants for Christmas. If you would like to make a donation towards 

this beautiful Christmas decoration, please put your donation in one of the en-

velops provided in the gathering space area, marked for Christmas flowers.    

St. John, Adair  
Deb Hollinrake will be taking up donations for our Christmas decorations after 
Mass. Please give generously to make the Church look beautiful for Christmas. 
Thank you for your generosity.  



Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart 

Saturday, 12/18/21  
Greeters - Janet and Marvin Bassett    

Altar servers - needed   

Ushers - Jodi Bassett and Pat Beaman 

Lector - Jodi Bassett   

Commentator - Roni Wilson  

Sunday, 12/19/21  
Greeters - Nick and Tanya Boyle  

Altar servers - Cora and Evie Boyle   

Ushers - Nick and Tanya Boyle 

Lector - Bob Bird  

Commentator - Angie McMahon  

Saturday, 12/25/21  

Saturday Schedule (4.30 p.m.) 

Greeters - needed   

Altar servers - needed   

Ushers - needed  

Lector - needed   

Commentator - needed   

Sunday, 12/26/21  
Greeters - Bob and Donna Olson   

Altar servers - needed   

Ushers - Bob Olson and Dennis Van Pelt 

Lector - Donna Olson   

Commentator - Donna Olson 

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Sunday, 12/19/21 

Greeters - Cody and Elizabeth Moreland   

Cross bearer - Dave Rcihter   

Altar servers - Belle Fagan and Ruby Marso   

Ushers - Larry Drees & team  

Lector - Theresa Elgin   

Trav. Chal. - Cody and Elizabeth Moreland   

Sunday, 12/26/21 

Greeters - Les and Theresa Elgin    

Cross bearer - Joe Fagan   

Altar servers - Belle Fagan and Reece Richter    

Ushers - Larry Drees & team  

Lector - Julie Plowman    

Trav. Chal. - Les and Theresa Elgin   

Any Catholic men interested in joining the Knights of Columbus, 
contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or text at 712 574 
3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can also visit kofc.org/
joinus to get the process started and to learn more about the 
Knights organization. 

The Knights of Columbus presents Live Nativity on Sunday, 

December 19th at 6; 6.30; 7; 7.30; 8; and 8.30 p.m. 

Christmas Schedule We are looking forward to our annual festival commemorating the birth of Jesus 
           Christ (Christmas). Jesus Christ chose to be born in a smelly, cave near Bethlehem 
           over two thousand years ago, and today, he wants to come into the smelly, dark 
           cave of our hearts and fill it with light, joy, and peace. He wants to come in 
           as a Little Baby, because he wants us to hold him in our arms, to adopt him, 
           and to make him the companion of our lives.  
           Following is the Schedule: -      
 
 

Friday, December 24th - Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 
4.00 p.m. Mass at St. John 
6.00 p.m. Mass at All Saints   

Saturday, December 25th - The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day)  
9.00 a.m. Mass at All Saints   
 
Saturday, December 25th (Saturday schedule at All Saints) 
4. 30 p.m. Mass  
Sunday, December 26th (Regular Mass schedule)  
8.00 a.m. (St. John)  10.00 a.m. (All Saints)   

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus
http://kofc.org/joinus


F 
aith formation for All  

1  01 ~ Catholic Teachings 

Why Did Jesus Come When He Did?  

We could look at history through the lens of Christ, it would 

then be easy to see why God chose the time that He did.  

The Jewish people had recently gone through a revolution 

against the Greeks that solidified their identity as people of 

God. The Old Testament had been assembled, and the Jewish 

people in Palestine had become a part of the Roman Empire. 

The Roman Empire had come to power under the Caesars and 

peace reigned. There were roads throughout the Empire that 

could take you from Spain to Egypt in a relatively short 

amount of time. For the first time, news and people could trav-

el quickly to people of all nations—news such as “A Savior has 

come!”  

If Christ had come earlier, he would have been caught up in 

the transition between the Greeks and the Romans. Perhaps 

the Apostles would have been swept into the wars and the 

Gospel would not have spread so easily.  

If Christ had come later, Jerusalem would have been de-

stroyed by the Romans in AD 70 and there would not have 

been a centralized Jewish people for the Messiah to be born 

into. God’s timing was, in hindsight, completely perfect.   

Matthew 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3; Luke 2; Psalm 102:13  

CCC# 479, 485, 497, 723  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word - 

‘Children’s Word’  
We are happy to bring back Children’s 

Word to the young children of our parishes. 

This is for children ages 2 through Kinder-

garten. Each parish is a bit different but 

content is still the same!   

All Saints:  

During 10:00am Sunday Mass starting Oc-

tober 3rd through April 2022.  

St John’s:  

Second and Third Sunday after Mass for 

about 20 minutes through April 2022.  

All Saints Knights of Columbus  
  Presents  

The Live Nativity  
 on Sunday,  

 December 19th at  

 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, 

7:30, 8:00 and 8:30pm  

 Service Project Sort 

  & Delivery  

On Tuesday, December 28: 9:30-11:30am  

On Wednesday, December 29: 1:30-3:30pm  

 

 

 

 

Faith For-

mation Families, Confirmation teens, middle and 

high school students are ask to come and help Jill 

sort the items collected for the Service Projects on 

the days listed above. Anyone able to help during 

the hours listed would be greatly appreciated. A 

date and time will be set to deliver the items to 

Catholic Charities during these sessions. If you 

are able and wanting to help deliver, please con-

tact Jill!  


