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Sunday, January 2, 2022  The Epiphany of the Lord   

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday 5.30 p.m.  
Thursday     10 a.m. (care center)  

Friday 8.30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5.30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while await-

ing a diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and 

grieving the loss of a dear one.  

Sick - Nick Doud, Betty Ludwig, Frank Wagers, Milo Rees  

Deceased - Ron Wittrock, Curt Templeman, Harry Kloewer, Gary Hejlik     

Parish Mission  
Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



 

F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
Epiphany is celebrated as the first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, represented by 
the three Magi coming from distant lands. The word ‘epiphany’ originally meant a manifes-
tation or appearance of something, often a divine being. Today, when someone has an 

‘epiphany’, it also means they have had a sudden insight into the deeper meaning of something. In 
the Epiphany we see all these meaning come into play. It presents a realization that the Messiah was 
not just for the Jews, but also for the Gentiles. The stars and prophecies, signs from the heavens 
made by God and inspirations of the Holy Spirit, both point to a great king being born. The three 
Magi themselves coming to pay homage to a newborn king is also an epiphany: it gave a sudden in-
sight into the deeper meaning of the Messiah. The three Magi today saw by the light of a star a point 
of brightness in an otherwise dark world, and they came closer to see. The Father had put a spot-
light on his newborn Son, and the Kings had to come out of the darkness and see it, shedding light 
on them as well. The three Magi come from afar bearing gifts because they see the signs in the stars 
that a great king has just been born, great enough to warrant leaving their countries behind to see 
him and pay him homage. The very fact of their arrival is the sign of something even greater sign. 
The three Magi represent all the peoples of the earth seeing that light in the distance—the distance 
of their situation, of their cultural differences—and heading toward it. A distant light, a star, be-
came a beacon that led them to Jerusalem. The prophecy regarding Bethlehem led them closer to 
their goal, and then the star itself ushered them to the baby Jesus. The three Magi needed help un-
derstanding the prophecies to keep going forward because astrology was not enough. If our Lord 
assumed human nature in a specific place and culture that presented a gap to be overcome. Thanks 
to this episode we know that Christ’s light reaches to all the nations and leads us above and beyond 
our own cultures. All the nations of the earth can benefit from his light. God is a King. The Savior he 
sends us, Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man, comes not to philosophize, but to rule. Her-
od trembled because he knew this. The Wise Men rejoiced because they knew this. Even before Je-
sus can talk, he teaches us a precious truth about ourselves. In our hearts there dwell two potential 
responses to the coming of such a King: Herod’s or the Magi’s. Herod had spent his life murdering, 
extorting, and building a personal kingdom ruled by his whims for his personal glory. Christ enters 
the scene - a King with authority from on high. Herod immediately feels the threat. If Christ is 
not destroyed or discredited, it could spell the end of all his labors. The Magi, on the other hand, do 
not fear the demands that this new King will make on their personal lives. Instead, they rejoice to 
know that God’s Savior is finally coming. Instead of hoarding and protecting their treasures, 
the fruits of their life’s labors, they generously offer them to Christ as gestures of honor, respect, 
and allegiance. Whenever Christ enters our lives, which he does every day through the voice 
of conscience, the teachings of his Church, and the designs of Providence, we must choose in whose 
steps we will follow, Herod’s or the Magi’s. Will we tremble, afraid of what Jesus may demand of 
us? Or will we rejoice, glad to have such a glorious Lord to follow? We have both possibilities in our 
hearts - we are potential Herods, and we also are potential Magi. What are we holding onto? Which 
part of our life is still resisting Christ’s Kingship?  Which room in our soul is still locked, and we 
have not given Jesus the key? The only achievement that will last is that of fulfilling his 
will, following his example and his teachings. Today, once and for all, let us lay those achievements, 
those gold medals we covet so much, at the feet of the baby Jesus, just like the Magi offered the gift 
of gold. Christ gives every relationship its lasting beauty and joy. We need to strive to please him 
first, and then he will make our relationships pleasing beyond our wildest dreams. Today, let us lay 
the affections of our heart at his feet, just as the Magi offered our Lord the sweet smell of 
their frankincense. Let us stop rebelling against our King and loving Lord and lay our sufferings at 
his feet - just as the Magi offered him their myrrh, the spicy ointment used to embalm bodies 
for burial. Jesus wants to be our King, so that we can enjoy the adventure of living in and fighting 
for his Kingdom.  



Annual Diocesan Appeal  

A  big thanks to everyone who has already participated in the Annual Diocesan Appeal for the financial 

year 2021, and a friendly reminder to those who have forgotten about it that if we do not pay off the 

appeal amount within the time frame, then the amount has to be paid from our operating account and it 

will affect our parish finances. May I appeal to you that if God has blessed you, would you be gracious to 

share a little of that God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission. Thank you for your partner-

ship and generosity.  

You may drop your ADA contribution in the collection basket or mail it to the office:  

  All Saints Church  P. O. Box 605  Stuart, IA 50250  

 

All Saints’ ADA Goal       St. John’s ADA Goal  

$ 31,000         $ 7,803  

Gifts received        Gifts received  

$ 22,230        $ 5,060  
Financial partnership - All Saints      Financial partnership - St. John  

December 26, 2021       December 26, 2021 

Tithing: $ 3130       Tithing: $ 551 

Children: $ 3        Christmas: $ 1655  

Christmas $ 4732       Children: $ 1 

Building fund: $ 100         Money counters (01/02/22)  

Money counters (01/04/22)       Sheryl Drees and Dave Richter  

Dave Vigon and Cindy Boucher    

   

 

 

 

 

 

F ather Antony Mathew and the staff wish each and every member of our parish fam-

ily   a Happy and Blessed New Year. As we journey on into the New Year, let this be 

our personal prayer: May God bring us closer to him and to one another. May we praise 

Him for His love, mercy, and abundant blessings with little more passion every day. And 

may we reach out to our extended family (the world) in love and charity.  

 Tithing Envelops for 2022 

O ur Tithing envelops for All Saints and St. John have not ye arrived. 
They will be distributed to you as soon as they arrive. Meanwhile 
please use loose checks or cash or if you prefer, you can pay online. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and patience.        

A big thank you to Christy O’Brien and her team for the beautiful Christmas dec-
orations at All Saints, and Deb Hollinrake and her team at St. John. We also 
thank Joyce Van Pelt and Les Elgin who schedule liturgical ministers, sacristans, 
music ministry team, greeters, ushers, altar servers, lectors, commentators, mon-
ey counters, and all the others who have a role in making our liturgy a profound 
experience for everyone. Thank you for what you and your family are; and for 
and what you and your family bring to our wonderful parish family by your life, 
gifts, ministry, and treasure. May God bless you, your family and your loved ones 
with his abundant blessing in the New Year.  



Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart 

Saturday, 01/01/22  

No Mass at All Saints  

Sunday, 01/02/22  
Greeters - Tom and Amy Doud   

Altar servers - needed   

Ushers - Tom and Dennis Van Pelt 

Lector - Amy Doud   

Commentator - Gary Riordan  

Saturday, 01/08/22 
Greeters - Donna Donnelly and Jodi Bassett    

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Jodi Bassett and Marty Doud   

Lector - Mark Tisl   

Commentator - Donna Donnely  

Sunday, 01/09/22 

Greeters - Neal and Symantha Crawford   

Altar servers - needed   

Ushers - Neal and Symantha Crawford  

Lector - Bob Bird   

Commentator - Wayne Nosbisch  

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Sunday, 01/02/22 

Greeters - Kathy and John Fagan    

Cross bearer - Francis Hollinrake   

Altar servers - Luke Brincks and Addi Richter    

Ushers - Larry Drees & team  

Lector - Theresa Elgin   

Trav. Chal. - Matt and Monica Fagan  

Sunday, 01/09/22 

Greeters -  

Cross bearer - Joe Fagan  

Altar servers - Belle Fagan and Ruby Marso  

Ushers - Larry Drees & team  

Lector - Julie Plowman  

Trav. Chal. - John and Kathy Fagan  

Any Catholic men interested in joining the Knights of 
Columbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via 
call or text at 712 574 3886 or email sbo-
vinett@gmail.com. You can also visit kofc.org/joinus to 
get the process started and to learn more about the 
Knights organization. 

Father Tony wants to thank everyone for the many expressions of love, 
thoughtfulness, and appreciation extended to him through Christmas cards, 
and gifts. He is truly blessed, and honored to be part of everyone’s life, and 
family through his priesthood and ministry. Please know that everyone is in 
his thoughts and prayers. May God bless everyone, and our families with His 
abundant blessings during this Christmas season.  

What is a chemical abortion? Chemical abortion is a two-drug process intended to kill and expel a de-
veloping child from the womb in the first trimester of pregnancy. Proponents call it “medication abor-
tion,” but that’s misleading. “Medication” indicates something that is intended to manage a patient’s 
disease or illness. The first drug—mifepristone (brand name “Mifeprex,” originally called RU-486)—
was not developed as a treatment or cure, but to end a child’s life. Thus, “chemical abortion” is the 
more accurate name. Misoprostol (brand name Cytotec) is the second drug needed to complete a 
chemical abortion. In 1988 Cytotec was approved by the Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”) on-
ly for the prevention of gastric ulcers in patients at high risk of complications from long-term use of 
aspirin and other nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs). When the unapproved, off-label 
use of Cytotec for abortion and labor induction resulted in numerous reports of serious complica-
tions—including uterine rupture, fetal and even maternal deaths—both its manufacturer and the 
FDA explicitly warned of the dangers of giving Cytotec to pregnant women. 
Why is the abortion lobby pushing so hard to eliminate the REMS and encourage in-home mail order 
abortions? The abortion industry is in trouble. The annual number of U.S. abortions has steadily de-
clined from a high of over 1.6 million in 1990 to fewer than 863,000 in 2017. The abortion rate in 2017 
was 13.5 per 1,000 women, the lowest ever recorded. Fewer providers in many parts of the country, 
lower pregnancy rates (especially among teens), the provision of ultrasounds in pregnancy care cen-
ters, new state efforts to restrict abortion and protect pregnant women can all mean lower revenues 
for the industry and contribute to its efforts to promote risky at-home abortions. The FDA has recent-
ly signaled willingness to entirely dispense with the REMS for chemical abortions. If they do, we’ll 
never know the full extent of harm to the women whom the FDA is supposed to protect.  

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus


F 
aith formation for All  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word - 

‘Children’s Word’  
We are happy to bring back Children’s 

Word to the young children of our parishes. 

This is for children ages 2 through Kinder-

garten. Each parish is a bit different but 

content is still the same!   

All Saints:  

During 10:00am Sunday Mass starting Oc-

tober 3rd through April 2022.  

St John’s:  

Second and Third Sunday after Mass for 

about 20 minutes through April 2022.  

Nativity Walk  

As the shepherds and Wise Men followed the star to the Newborn King, the Savior Je-

sus, come take a faithful walk viewing all types of Nativity sets from our parishioners, 

families and community at All Saints Catholic Church.  

 OPEN HOUSE HOURS  

 Saturday, January 8  

 1:00 pm—4:15 pm  

Enjoy a dessert and coffee or lemonade  

 Sunday, January 9  

9:00 am-10:00 am and 11:00am 12:30pm  

Enjoy a donut and coffee or lemonade  

Parishioners: please don’t pack those nativi-

ty sets into storage, bring them on Saturday, 

January 8 to be part of the All Saints Catho-

lic church Nativity Walk  

Drop off will be at 10:00am on Sat., Jan 8  

ADULT FAITH FORMATOIN OPTION  

ALPHA Series, what is Alpha? ALPHA is a place to explore 

the Christian faith with others. It’s a series of videos and conversations 

focused on the questions of life, faith, and meaning. Each session in-

cludes a time to connect with others, hear a talk on some element of 

faith, and then a chance for people to share their own questions and 

perspectives with their small group. If the participant wants to just 

listen, that’s ok too. The Alpha pro-cess creates a non-judgmental and 

open environment where it’s easy for anyone who is atheist, skeptic, or 

simply curious about the Catholic faith to explore questions of life with 

new friends.  

Begins, January 18, 2022: meeting Tuesdays for 12 weeks from 6:00pm

-8:00pm at St Francis in West Des Moines  

Check out the flyer on the bulletin board for more information  

Reserve your spot: www.saintfrancischurch.org/formation/alpha  

     Faith Formation Classes  

     Return Date Reminder  

 

St John’s: Sunday, January 9  

All Saints: Wednesday, January 12  

Questions, reach out to Jill at  

allsaintsff@outlook.com or call the office  

  


