
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive     Office Hours    501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250    Tuesday 8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com   Wednesday 8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943   Thursday 8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.  Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, January 9  The Baptism of the Lord  

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday 5.30 p.m.  
Thursday     8.30 a.m. (Church)  

Friday 8.30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5.30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while 

awaiting a diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery 

and grieving the loss of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our 

thoughts and prayers.   

Sick - Ron and Donna Tisl, Nick Doud, Frank Wagers, Milo Rees  

Deceased - Theresa Bricks, Ron Wittrock      

Parish Mission  
Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F ather Tony’s Corner! 
Saint Luke tells us that at the time of Jesus’ baptism, which marked the beginning of his public minis-
try, the people were “filled with expectation.” There were two reasons for this. First, rumor had it 
that according to the prophecies of Daniel, the time was ripe for the arrival of the promised Messiah, 
the King anointed by God to restore the independence and greatness of the long-suffering people of 
Israel. Second, no true prophet had arisen in Israel in over two centuries. And so, when John the 
Baptist came onto the scene, they knew something big was afoot. Many hoped that he himself was the 
Messiah. The prophecy of Daniel and the preaching of John the Baptist, then, were clear, dramatic 
signs sent by God to indicate the coming of Jesus. Even so, Christ found a welcome in only a few 
hearts; the majority gave him up to be crucified. Could it be that the people of Israel were expect-
ing one kind of Lord, and God wanted to give them another? We often fall into the same trap; we 
know clearly the things we want, but God sends us others, and we resent them. But if Jesus is tru-
ly the Lord, and if the greatest prophet of all time was not even worthy to ‘loosen the thongs of his 
sandals’ (a job reserved to slaves at the time), why do we expect him to do things our way? God often 
acts in unexpected ways, so it is up to us to adjust our expectations, or else we may miss his grace al-
together. Saint Luke tells us that John was baptizing ‘all the people’ as a way to help them prepare 
their hearts to welcome the Savior. Their hearts needed preparing, because they were full of selfish-
ness, doubt, arrogance, greed, and all the other spiritual diseases infecting human nature ever since 
original sin. Christ’s heart, however, was pure. So he did not need to prepare himself for the Savior’s 
coming; he did not need to be baptized. And yet, he got in line with the rest of the sinners and submit-
ted to the ritual. From a purely natural perspective, we fallen human beings are useless. 
But God’s perspective is supernatural. He sees our misery, our inner ugliness, our selfishness, our sin-
fulness, our rebellion, our spiritual leprosy, and instead of being repelled by it, he comes right into 
our midst. He actually takes our part, putting himself as close to us as possible, sharing even in our 
sufferings. He so eagerly desired to reunite us with the Father, that he became our brother; that is the 
meaning of his baptism. That is how deeply he longs for our friendship. He knows it is hard for us to 
trust him and follow him, so he decided to come and walk by our side along the rough and dangerous 
paths of life, to be our strength in times of struggle, to assure us that he will never forsake us. That is 
why he took our place in the waters of baptism, and also on the wood of the cross. By being baptized, 
even though he had no need to be cleansed from sin himself, Jesus takes our place. And we in turn, 
when we are baptized, are called to take Jesus’ place. The sacrament of baptism, then, is 
the gateway to the rest of Christian life. From the moment of baptism, our life-mission no longer con-
sists of mundane things like becoming successful in the eyes of the world, making a lot of money, be-
come famous and powerful, or maximizing our experience of life’s pleasures. Those are the life-goals 
of pagans. But we who are Christians have two very different life-goals, and all our other activities 
are directed towards achieving them. First, holiness. Holiness is God’s word for happiness. It consists 
first in following the moral law that God built into human nature – the ten commandments and the 
moral teachings of the Church. And secondly, pursuing holiness also involves growing in our friend-
ship with Jesus Christ through daily prayer, the sacraments, and our efforts to follow his example. 
This pursuit of holiness is the primary life-goal of every Christian. But in addition to pursuing holi-
ness ourselves, our baptism gave us another life-goal, namely that of bringing other people into God’s 
family. We are Christ’s ambassadors in the world; we are his apostles. As his followers, we are, like 
him. And through our words, actions, and example, each one of us is called to lead others into friend-
ship with the Lord. As Jesus renews his commitment to us, let us thank him for coming down to our 
level and taking our place, and let us renew our commitment to our twofold life-mission of holiness 
and apostolate. 



Annual Diocesan Appeal  

A  big thanks to everyone who has already participated in the Annual Diocesan Appeal for the 

financial year 2021, and a friendly reminder to those who have forgotten about it that if we do 

not pay off the appeal amount within the time frame, then the amount has to be paid from our operating 

account and it will affect our parish finances. May I appeal to you that if God has blessed you, would you 

be gracious to share a little of that God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission. Thank you for 

your partnership and generosity.  

You may drop your ADA contribution in the collection basket or mail it to the office:  

  All Saints Church  P. O. Box 605  Stuart, IA 50250  

All Saints’ ADA Goal       St. John’s ADA Goal  

$ 31,000         $ 7,803  

Gifts received        Gifts received  

$ 22,170         $ 5,060  
Financial partnership - All Saints      Financial partnership - St. John  

January 2, 2022       January 2, 2022 

Tithing: $ 559        Tithing: $ 430 

Children: $ 6        Children: $ 14 

Building fund: $ 329        Money counters (01/09/22)  

Money counters (01/11/22)       Sheryl Drees and Dave Richter  

Gina Ocheltree and Bill Clauson   

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart 

Saturday, 01/08/22 
Greeters - Donna Donnelly and Jodi Bassett    

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Jodi Bassett and Marty Doud   

Lector - Mark Tisl   

Commentator - Donna Donnely  

Sunday, 01/09/22 

Greeters - Neal and Symantha Crawford   

Altar servers - needed   

Ushers - Neal and Symantha Crawford  

Lector - Bob Bird   

Commentator - Wayne Nosbisch  

Saturday, 01/15/22 
Greeters - David and Sharon Doud   

Altar servers - needed   

Ushers - David and Sharon Doud      

Lector - Roni Wilson   

Commentator - Sharon Doud  

Sunday, 01/16/22 
Greeters - Faith Formation     

Altar servers - Faith Formation 

Ushers - Faith Formation 

Lector - Faith Formation 

Commentator - Faith Formation 

Sunday, 01/09/22 

Cross bearer - Joe Fagan  

Altar servers - Belle Fagan and Ruby Marso 

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Julie Plowman  

Tra. Chalice - John and Kathy Fagan   

Sunday, 01/16/22 

Cross bearer - Larry Drees  

Altar servers - Reece Richter and Bailey Lillard 

Ushers - Larry Drees and team 

Lector - Barb Bachman 

Tra. Chalice - John and Adella   

Any Catholic men interested in joining the Knights of 

Columbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call 

or text at 712 574 3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. 

You can also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process start-

ed and to learn more about the Knights organization. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus


Bishop William Joensen invites us to take part in a brief survey that will assist our visioning process 
for the Diocese of Des Moines. We want to hear of your joys and disappointments, your hopes and pri-
orities for our diocesan future. To complete the survey in English, go here:  
https://forms.gle/1mp721t5b8TFcAid8 . The Bishop also invites us to pray that God will grace us with 
clear vision of His will for the way forward. 

At the very outset of the New Year, we are reminded of God’s count-
less blessings upon each one of us, and our parish family. Let us share 
a little of those blessings with our parish family to make it a vibrant 
community in the diocese of Des Moines. Thank you for your sacrifi-
cial generosity.  

 

Tithing Envelops for 2022 
Our Tithing envelops for All Saints and St. John have not ye arrived. 

They will be distributed to you as soon as they arrive. Meanwhile 

please use loose checks or cash or if you prefer, you can pay online. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and patience.        

While October is officially observed as Respect Life Month in the U.S. Church, our 
responsibility to build a culture of life extends throughout the year. This month of 
January provides some special opportunities to be a pro-life witness: People from 
around the country will gather January 18th in Washington, D.C., for the annual 
March for Life.  
 
Why is the Catholic Church such a strong voice for life?  
The Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it this way: “Human life must be respected and promoted absolute-
ly from the moment of conception. From the first moment of his existence, a human being must be recognized 
as having rights of a person-among which is th inviolable right of every innocent being to life…” “Since the 
first century the Church has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion. This teaching has not changed 
and remains unchangeable. Direct abortion, that is to say, abortion willed either as an end or a means, is grave-
ly contrary to the moral law.” All persons, not just Catholics, can know from scientific and medical evidence 
that what grows in a mother’s womb is a new, distinct human being. All persons can understand that each hu-
man being merits respect. At the very least, respecting human life excludes the deliberate and direct destruc-
tion of life.  
 
Throughout her rich tradition, the Catholic Church has always been pro-life. As Saint John Paul 11 reminded 
us, we believe that “all human life is sacred, for it is created in the image and likeness of God”. Aborting an un-
born child destroys a precious human life which God has called uniquely in to existence. Our faith also obliges 
us to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, who spoke and acted strongly and compassionately in favor of the 
most despised and vulnerable persons in society. Jesus touched lepers, spoke with prostitutes, and showed mer-
cy and tenderness to the sick, the poor and children. Our society has many vulnerable persons including wom-
en in difficult pregnancies as well as unborn children whose lives may legally be ended at any time during preg-
nancy, and for any reason. In following Jesus Christ, Catholics have a responsibility to speak and act in defense 
of these persons. This is part of our special care for the poor and powerless.  
 
The church’s mission to defend human life applies over the entire course of life, from conception to natural 
death. And so the Catholic Church has defended human rights and conducted international relief and develop-
ment efforts. The Catholic Church strives to be a prophetic voice, speaking out to protest injustices and indig-
nities against the human person. We will continue in this work, whether our words are popular or unpopular.          

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is an ecumenical Christian 
observance in the Christian calendar that is celebrated internation-
ally. It is kept annually between Ascension Day and Pentecost in the 
Southern Hemisphere and between 18 January and 25 January in 
the Northern Hemisphere. It is an octave, that is, an observance           
lasting eight days.  

https://forms.gle/1mp721t5b8TFcAid8


F 
aith formation for All  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
We are happy to bring back Children’s Word to the 

young children of our parishes. This is for children ages 

2 through Kindergarten. Each parish is a bit different 

but content is still the same!   

All Saints:  

During 10:00am Sunday Mass starting October 3rd 

through April 2022.  

St John’s:  

Second and Third Sunday after Mass for about 20 

minutes through April 2022.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATOIN OPTION  

ALPHA Series, what is Alpha? ALPHA is a place to explore 

the Christian faith with others. It’s a series of videos and conversations 

focused on the questions of life, faith, and meaning. Each session in-

cludes a time to connect with others, hear a talk on some element of 

faith, and then a chance for people to share their own questions and 

perspectives with their small group. If the participant wants to just 

listen, that’s ok too. The Alpha pro-cess creates a non-judgmental and 

open environment where it’s easy for anyone who is atheist, skeptic, or 

simply curious about the Catholic faith to explore questions of life with 

new friends. Begins, January 18, 2022: meeting Tuesdays for 12 weeks 

from 6:00pm-8:00pm at St Francis in West Des Moines. 

Check out the flyer on the bulletin board for more information  

Reserve your spot: www.saintfrancischurch.org/formation/alpha  

  Faith Formation Upcoming  

   Classes  

St John’s: Sunday, January 9 and 16  

All Saints: Wednesday, January 12, 19 & 26 

 

Faith Formation Mass at All Saints 

Sunday, January 16 @ 10 a.m.  

  

101—Catholic Teachings - taken from 100 things every 

catholic teen should know.  

Baptism: some people have the mistaken idea that the 

water of baptism are just about ’washing away’ the stain 

of original si. Yes, they do that, but it is about so much 

more than just that. Water is a key element in baptism 

but there are several other symbols, like the candle 

(light), the oil, the white garment, etc. Baptism doesn’t 

just erase sin; it welcomes you in to the family. Through 

baptism you are not ‘cleaned off’, you are recreated. In 

the sacrament of baptism we are made new; God doesn't 

just forgive you, God the father adopts you! Water sym-

bolizes the death to old life and the rising in new life. 

Every time we bless ourselves wit holy water when we 

enter the Church we renew our baptismal vows, dying to 

the world and living for God. The oil signifies our 

anointing and our reception of the Holy Spirit. The can-

dle reminds us to be a light to others and to let Christ’s 

light shine through us.  The white garment signifies our 

purity and sinlessness as we ‘put on Christ’. Baptism is 

one of the sacraments of initiation. We baptize to offer 

the free gift of God’s graces and become family.  

Prayers 
The children in second grade will be par-

ticipating in the sacrament of Reconcilia-

tion in the month of January. Please 

keep the 5 children from St. John and 4 

children from All Saints in your prayers 

as they receive God’s grace of for-

giveness.  

Des Moines Diocese Strategic Visioning  

“I am with you” (Matthew 28.20)  

In February of 2021, Bishop William Joensen be-

gan a weekly Holy Hour on Mondays at St. Am-

brose Cathedral, encouraged pastors and parishes 

to do so as well with a threefold purpose: To pray 

for an end to the pandemic, to renew Eucharistic 

faith and worship among God’s people, and to ask 

the Holy Spirit what direction the Diocese of Des 

Moines should follow in the coming months and 

years. The diocese direction has been moving with 

various focus groups gathering information about 

15 theme categories. It is now time for all the 

faithful to give input. Go to the link below to com-

plete the survey to give the Diocese of Des Moines 

your thoughts:  

https://www.dmdiocese.org/about-us/strategic-

visioning   

Did you know we are on Facebook?  

Log into Facebook and find the fol-

lowing pages for our parishes and 

Like Us.  

All Saints Catholic Church  

St. Johns Catholic Church Faith Formation  

All Saints Catholic Church Faith Formation  


