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      Staff  
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Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday  5.30 p.m.  

Thursday (care center) 10 a.m. 

Friday 8.30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting 

a diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the 

loss of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and pray-

ers. 

Sick - Greyson Boucher, Doug and Kristy Davidson, Frank Wagers 

Deceased - Dave Tisl, Eileen Arnts, Milo Rees, Rita Wilson, Theresa Bricks, Ron 

Wittrock    

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner  
We all know that happiness depends on living in a close relationship with God, as 
Adam and Eve did before the fall. It is the most basic truth of our catechism: sepa-
rated from God, the human heart withers, like a plant that never gets sunshine. 

But after the loss of grace through original sin, staying close to God became impossible. He is too 
bright for graceless, sin-damaged eyes to see; he is too far away for sin-weakened souls to find. If it 
were not for Christ, who shades that brightness and crosses that distance, every human soul would live 
in hopeless frustration, unable to embrace the only person who can make us truly happy: God. 
The symbolism of today's readings reminds us of this dilemma.  In the First Reading, God seals his 
promise of salvation by making a covenant with Abram. The ceremony for making covenants shows 
how sacred such agreements were. It involved having the parties making the covenant walk between 
the severed halves of sacrificial animals. This was a symbolic way of saying: if I do not fulfill my part of 
the agreement, may I end up like these severed animals. God makes the covenant, which shows that 
he wants to be close to us, but in fact he was still distant. This is symbolized by the smoking pot and 
burning torch that God used to represent his walking through the sacrificial animals. The smoke of the 
cooking pot symbolizes God’s mystery - you cannot see through smoke; likewise we cannot see God 
clearly. The fire symbolizes his brightness and spiritual purity, too painful to look at directly, hot 
enough to incinerate anyone who comes too close. The two symbols appear again in Je-
sus’ transfiguration up on the mountaintop. Here he is preparing to establish the New and everlasting 
Covenant. This time the brightness shines out of Jesus himself, and the mysterious cloud covers him. 
The message is clear: in Christ, the distant, mysterious God of the Old Covenant has come to walk by 
our side. In Christ, the age of frustration has ended. Friendship and closeness with God are once again 
made possible. God is no longer too bright and too distant; he is our close companion. God could have 
overpowered us into believing him and obeying him.  But he did not.  He sent us Jesus Christ instead. 
Let us imagine ourselves climbing the mountain with Jesus, Peter, James and John. It is late afternoon. 
Jesus invites us all to take some time to pray. He goes a few paces off. We all try to pray. We get sleepy. 
Then suddenly a brilliant light, brighter than anything we have ever seen before, wakes us up. Jesus is 
shining like the sun, conversing with Moses and Elijah. We feel like we are in heaven. Then a thick, 
shimmering, otherworldly cloud descends and a voice reverberates from its midst: ‘This is my chosen 
Son. Listen to him’. It must have been even more dramatic, more beautiful, more awe-inspiring than 
we can possibly imagine. Saint Luke tells us that in the middle of it the disciples became ‘awake’ and 
‘afraid’. When it was all over they were awed into ‘silence’. If merely a passing glimpse of Jesus’ true 
splendor fills them with amazement, just imagine how easy it would have been for Jesus to win every-
one to his cause if he had fully unveiled his divinity.  Yet he does not. He refuses to overpower us into 
obedience.  He prefers to win us over with his love and goodness. He wants us to be his friends and 
companions, not his slaves, because he knows that his friendship is what we most need. Christ indeed is 
the all-powerful Lord, but he wields his power gently, like a shepherd, so that we would not be scared 
away. What should our response be to this marvelous presence of God in Christ? We should do what 
God the Father said to do: we should listen to Jesus. We have to ask ourselves, do we listen to Jesus? 
We all hear him. We hear him speak in the Scriptures, in the liturgy, in the teachings of the Church, in 
our conscience - but do we really listen to him? When we have to make decisions, do we think about 
what he would do? When we feel tempted to lie, cheat, self-indulge, gossip, or steal, do we first ask 
Christ what he would have us do? Are we striving to discover his will, how he would have us live out 
our relationships, our work, our responsibilities? We all know how frustrating it is when we try to com-
municate with someone who is not a good listener. Are we good listeners to Christ? Or are we frustrat-
ing him? How can we listen better this Lent to everything God wants to say to us? If we want to listen 
better, it is easy. It could be as simple as taking some time during these weeks to read a good book on 
Christ. It could be as simple as taking a few more minutes each day to pray, or taking some time to 
learn how to pray better. Or may be it is even simpler. May be you have already been hearing Christ’s 
voice loud and clear nudging you in your conscience to do something or to stop doing something. Why 
not stop just hearing Christ’s voice and start listening to it? Jesus comes to be close to us again, to 
bridge the distance between us and God, just as he did with Peter, James, and John on the mountain-
top. Let us listen to him, and promise to keep on listening, every day. 

 



What are the 40 days of Lent? 

What began as a shorter time of preparing catechumens for baptism at the Easter Vigil, expanded 
over the centuries to 40 days of penitence, excluding Sundays. Lent began on Ash Wednesday and 
ended when the Easter Vigil began. Today the Season of Lent is a little less than 40 days, the Church 
having designated the three days from the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday to the Ves-
pers (Evening Prayer) of Easter Sunday as a Sacred Triduum (3 days), celebrating the Lord’s Pas-
sion, Death, and Resurrection. While the development of the Lenten days was various throughout the 
Church, it may have been suggested by Christ laying in death for 40 hours, or by his 40 days of pray-
er and fasting in the desert (a number itself reminiscent of Israel’s 40 years in the desert for disbeliev-
ing God).  

What is traditionally given up for Lent? 

Since Lent is a time of penitence it is usual to offer a sacrifice to the Lord, both to appeal for the grace 
of personal conversion, and to strengthen our will to be able to cooperate with that grace. The two go 
together, since without God we can do nothing (John 15:5). The best sacrifice we can make is to give 
up sinning. The liturgies of the first days of Lent make this point of the vanity of prayer and penitence 
without moral conversion. For the Catholic, daily examinations of conscience, more frequent Confes-
sion, as well as more frequent Mass and Holy Communion, to the extent possible during the pandem-
ic, are especially good ways to prepare for Easter. It would also be good to read Sacred Scripture, 
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Holy Rosary, daily if possible, mediating on the texts or pray-
ers. It is also usual to make some material sacrifice, one that calls for will-power and self-denial, 
whether television or social media, foods or treats we particularly like, recreations and other pleas-
ures that we crave in excess, and which keep us from prayer and good works. The extra time can then 
be spent to pray and to serve, whether to volunteer at one’s parish, or a local charity, such as a minis-
try to the poor or a crisis pregnancy clinic.  

Abstinence on Fridays of Lent  

Abstinence from meat is to be observed on all the Fridays of Lent by all who have celebrat-

ed their 14th birthday. 

What are the three things we do during Lent? 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Our Lord explains three special ways to orient our hearts to 

God, and these principles are especially helpful as we journey through Lent. Traditionally called the 

three pillars of Lent, they include almsgiving (Matthew 6:1-4), prayer (Matthew 6:5-15), and fasting 

(Matthew 6:16-18). 

What are the penitential rules for Lent? 

Since repentance is necessary for salvation, so are the acts which manifest repentance. Throughout 

the year, the Church calls the faithful to do penance, therefore, establishing norms of fast and absti-

nence to aid us. Every Friday is a day of penitence, an acknowledgement of our sins and of the price 

of our salvation. It is a little Good Friday preparing us each week for Sundays, a little Easter. Unless it 

is a Solemnity, Latin Rite Catholics are to abstain from meat. In the United States, Catholics are per-

mitted to substitute a different penance on Fridays outside Lent. During Lent, however, this permis-

sion is withdrawn. 

 

from Rosie Tisl and Families! 

 

 

Thank you for the prayers, memorials, food and acts of kindness extended to our families during the 

sudden illness and passing of Dave Tisl. May you all remember him fondly and smile at a story, song, 

fun or joke he told or sang to you. A Special Thank You to the Altar and Rosary for the luncheon af-

ter Mass and burial.     



Financial partnership - All Saints           Financial partnership - St. John  

March 6, 2022             March 6, 2022 

Tithing: $ 1454            Tithing: $ 324 

Children: $ 5             Children: $ 6  

Ash Wed.: 398            Ash Wed.: $ 102 

Building Fund: $ 672           Money counters (3/13/22)  

Altar & Rosary: $ 40           Sheryl Drees and Dave Richter 

Money counters (3/15/22)            

Dave Vigon and Cindy Boucher               Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart 

Saturday, 3/12/22 
Greeters - Marty and Julie Doud      

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - Marty and Julie Doud         

Lector - Donna Donnelly   

Commentator - Sharon Doud   

Sunday, 3/13/22 
Greeters - Bob and Donna Olson     

Altar servers - needed    

Ushers - Bob Olson and Neal Crawford    

Lector - Donna Olson   

Commentator - Angie McMahon   

Saturday, 3/19/22 
Greeters - Pat and Jo Beaman       

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - Pat and Jo Beaman         

Lector - Roni Wilson    

Commentator - Mark Tisl   

Sunday, 3/20/22 
Greeters - Gerling Family    

Altar servers - needed    

Ushers - Wayne Nosbisch and Jill Gerling     

Lector - Gary Riordan   

Commentator - Wayne Nosbisch 

Why is purple the liturgical color of Lent? 
Violet or purple is used during Advent and Lent as a sign of penance, sacrifice, and preparation. At 
the midpoint of both of these seasons - Gaudete Sunday (the third Sunday of Advent) and Laetare 
Sunday (the fourth Sunday of Lent) - rose vestments are traditionally worn as a sign of joy: we rejoice 
at the midpoint because we are half-way through the preparation and anticipate the coming joy of 
Christmas or Easter. 
Does a Catholic sin who eats meat on Friday? 
In the United States, the Bishops Conference in 1966 removed the obligation “under pain of sin,” that 
existed up to that time, permitting the substitution of other penances on Fridays outside Lent. Thus, 
not only is not abstaining from meat on Fridays outside Lent not sinful in itself, neither is the failure 
to substitute another penance, in itself. Moral guilt is also determined by our intention and circum-
stances, however. Why do we not do penance? Why do we not observe the norms of the Church? 
There can be excusing circumstances - particular situations where obligations of charity (not offend-
ing a host), the lack of other foods, sickness, or having to do physical labor) excuse us from the obliga-
tion. On the other hand, we can also have a bad intention, such as a disregard for Christ’s command 
to do penance, or for the authority of the Church. These would be matters to bring to the confession-

Sunday, 3/13/22 

Cross Bearer - Joe Fagan   

Altar servers - Carley Fagan and Henry Wanie       

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Barb Bachman   

Tra. Chalice - John and Adella Vogl    

Sunday, 3/20/22 

Cross Bearer - Cody Moreland    

Altar servers - Belle Fagan and Luke Bricks        

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Brian Richter    

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or 

text at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You 

can also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started 

and to learn more about the Knights organization. 

There will be no Chil-
dren’s Word during Sun-
day Mass at All Saints for 
March 13 and March 20 
due to the WCV School 
District being on Spring 
Break.  

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

