
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, April 3    Fifth  Sunday of Lent     

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday  5.30 p.m.  

Thursday (care center) 10 a.m. 

Friday 8.30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our 

prayerful support while awaiting a diagnosis, getting 

treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery 

and grieving the loss of a dear one. We want to assure 

everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Deceased - Michael Elgin, Dave Tisl, Eileen Arnts, Milo Rees, Rita Wilson, 

Theresa Bricks, Ron Wittrock    

 
Lenten Reconciliation    
Lent is a six-week intensive time to turn away from our sin and selfishness, 
and turn back into the arms of our loving and merciful God. Let us utilize 
the God-given opportunity for repentance, and following is the Schedule for 
individual reconciliation: - 
Sunday, April 3 at 11.30 a.m. at All Saints, Stuart 
Sunday, April 3 at 4.00 p.m. at St. John, Adair  



Father Tony’s Corner! 
In Jewish law, the three gravest sins were murder, idolatry, and adultery. All the three were punisha-
ble by death. The woman is caught in the act of adultery, the Pharisees, the religious leaders of the 
time, know it, and she cannot escape. The penalty is death by stoning. She is expecting death. May be 
she is wishing she had a second chance. The cruelty of the Pharisees must be terrible for her. They re-
ally do not care about her at all; they just want to use her to trap Jesus. But worst of all must be the 
shame. We have all sinned; we have all experienced shame, that burning desire to crawl into the 
ground and disappear. Imagine how great hers must have been. And the crowd is mocking her. But 
Jesus does not condemn her. He forgives her. And this leads to true conversion. When we meet the love 
in Jesus, it moves us to change in response. This is why Jesus says to the woman, ‘Go, and sin no 
more’. We are called to a new relationship with God. We come as sinners, and we leave forgiven. God 
is with us. Christ heals us, fills us with joy, and challenges us to be saints. One of God’s main policies in 
governing the universe is that he always gives us another chance. It may seem strange to speak of God 
as having policies.  But if a policy is a consistent way of behaving in the face of specific circumstances, 
God’s habit of giving us another chance definitely qualifies. Jesus follows the same policy with the 
adulterous woman. Notice that he does not ignore or excuse her sin - he acknowledges it and actually 
tells her to ‘go and sin no more’. But at the same time, he does not condemn her. He gives her another 
chance. It is a good thing God follows this policy. Otherwise, which one of us could have any hope? 
Otherwise, God would have to destroy us all. After all, are not we just like the Pharisees - quick to con-
demn others, but in truth, guilty of hidden sin ourselves? Giving us another chance is one of 
God’s main policies. It is called mercy.  It is called forgiveness.  It is called real love in a sinful, fallen 
world. When Christ says “Go and sin no more,” what does that mean for our own lives? It is an invita-
tion to a new way of life. Lent is a time the Church gives us to enter into that new way of life. Let us 
make the most of the remainder of Lent to do exactly that. When our sins are forgiven, it brings us to 
want to live differently. It brings us to want to be saints. One very practical result is that it brings us to 
forgive others. It is very easy to hold rancor in our hearts when someone hurts us. It can be in little 
ways, like when someone cuts us off in traffic or fails to invite us to a party. It can be in major ways, 
like a betrayal or a rejection. But when Christ says ‘Go, and sin no more’, he is saying that with his 
power we can truly forgive others. And we begin to experience the peace that goes beyond what we can 
imagine. Christ forgives us, he lifts us up, and he tells us “Go and sin no more.” Today the Church is 
reminding us of God’s policy, because we need to be reminded. We need to experience once 
again God’s pure goodness. God always gives us another chance, but sometimes we do not give our-
selves another chance; sometimes we do not even want another chance. We like to sweep things under 
the rug sometimes. Lent is a time when God invites us to pick up those rugs, bring them outside, 
and shake them out. We each need to ask ourselves if we have really accepted the chances God has giv-
en us. We may have given up on some part of our life or on some relationship. We may think we are 
not worthy of being truly happy, truly forgiven. Was the adulterous woman worthy? Only God is wor-
thy, and God is holding out his hand, ready to lift us up to a brand-new start. If you and I are not 
saints yet, it is only because we still have some reluctance in our relationship with God. We may 
say with our lips that we believe in his mercy, but in our hearts, we lack trust. There are 
some walls around our hearts still, and we have not let God in all the way. He wants to come in. He 
knows that only he can heal the wounds that we are hiding. He knows that only he can give us new life, 
a fresh start. Today, as we contemplate Jesus’ encounter with the sinful woman, let us ask him for the 
grace to trust him more completely, and to accept his offer of another chance as often as we need to, in 
our own prayer and especially in the sacrament of confession. And as he comes to be with us again in 
Holy Communion, let us pray for all those people in the world who have never known Christ’s for-
giveness, and let us pray that Christ will never let us be like the self-righteous Pharisees, that we will 
always be faithful sons and daughters of our merciful Father.  

Sponsor the Paschal Candle for All Saints! 
At the Easter Vigil Service, a new fire is lit, blessed, and the celebrant lights the Paschal Candle 
from the new fire, saying: may the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our 
hearts and minds. The candle is then processed through the church, at three different times, 
singing: the Light of Christ (Lumen Christi), and the congregation sings in reply: thanks be to 
God (Deo gratias). And then everyone lights their candle from the Paschal Candle and continue 
in procession until the whole church is alight. The Paschal Candle symbolizes Christ, the Light 
of the World. We have the Easter Vigil Service at All Saints on Saturday, April 16,  2022.  
Would you consider sponsoring that Paschal Candle this year? 



The most ancient original core of Holy Week is the Easter Vigil, 
of which there were traces already in the second century of the 
Christian era. It was always a night of vigil, in remembrance and 
expectation of Jesus Christ’s resurrection. To it was soon added 
the reception of the sacraments of Christian initiation: baptism, 
confirmation and the Eucharist, so that it became in turn the 
great sacramental night of the Church.  
This triduum added to the existing vigil other important mo-

ments of the celebration, specifically, the memorial of the Lord’s death on Good Friday, and Holy 
Thursday. The latter involved no fewer than three very different Eucharistic celebrations. According 
to the various sources of different liturgies, a Mass was celebrated to reconcile sinners, a Chrism 
Mass and a Mass in the evening to commemorate the institution of the Eucharist. In the present-day 
liturgy, the Easter triduum begins on Holy Thursday evening with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper and 
is united to the first day of the triduum which is, in itself, Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord. The 
second day is Holy Saturday of the Lord's burial, a day of silence, fasting and expectation. There is no 
Eucharist that day, as a sign of expectation. Sunday of the Resurrection is the most important day of 
the liturgical year. Its center is precisely the Easter Vigil, on Holy Saturday night to Sunday of the 
Resurrection, but it belongs integrally to Sunday. It is the most important celebration of the year, the 
center of the whole liturgical cycle. Christians renew their baptismal promises while they see new 
Christians being incorporated in their ranks. It is the origin of every liturgical celebration and all cul-
minate in it.  
Adoration of the cross was a peculiar rite of the Church of Jerusalem, as it had among its most pre-
cious relics the cross on which Christ was crucified. On Good Friday a very popular and deeply felt 
ceremony took place: adoration of the cross. Fourth-century accounts of it are very moving. At a giv-
en moment, this rite passed to Rome that, for its part, celebrated the Lord’s passion with a reading of 
the passion according to Saint John and the well-known solemn prayers of Good Friday. To this was 
then added the adoration of the cross, which has been kept until today, but it is not the most im-
portant rite of Good Friday. Liturgical action continues to be centered on the Liturgy of the Word, 
whose culminating moment is the reading of the passion of the Lord, the account, memorial and actu-
alization of the redemption with which the celebration acquires all its force.  
 
We commemorate the great realities of Christianity during the Holy Week Liturgies beginning on 
Palm Sunday and ending on Easter Sunday. The resurrection of Christ makes Christianity unique 
among all the world religions because there is only one person in the history of humanity about whom 
we can say: “He rose again on the third day, in fulfillment of the scriptures”. Coming days are very spe-
cial for every Christian. Let us accept the challenge to unite ourselves with Christ during the Holy 
Week liturgies in a special manner to enjoy Christ’s self-giving love and to live with Him forever in 
the never-ending adventure of heaven.  
 

Holy Week Schedule  
Palm Sunday (Sunday, April 10)   Normal Weekend Schedule    
 
Holy Thursday (Thursday, April 14)  4.00 p.m. (St. John) and 6.00 p.m. (All Saints) 
 
Good Friday (Friday, April 15)   4.00 p.m. (St. John) and 6.00 p.m. (All Saints)  
 
Easter Vigil (Saturday, April 16)    8.30 p.m. (All Saints)    
 
Easter Sunday (Sunday, April 17)   8.00 a.m. (St. John) and 10.00 a.m. (All Saints) 
 

Sponsor Easter Lilies  
Our art and environment committee is looking forward to decorating the Church with beauti-
ful Easter lilies, and if you wish to sponsor them in memory of a loved one, in honor of your 
family, in honor of a friend, or for any other purposes, please use one of the Easter Lilies en-
velops found in the gathering space area.  



Financial partnership - All Saints           Financial partnership - St. John  

March 27, 2022            March 27, 2022 

Tithing: $ 1709            Tithing: $ 257 

Children $ 16             Children: $ 4  

Easter Flowers: $ 65            Furnace: $ 1575 

Building Fund: 120            Money counters (4/3/22)  

CRS: $ 235               Paul Gettler and Cody Moreland           

Money counters (4/5/22)           Andrew Richter and Shannon Marso           

Bill Clauson and Gina Ocheltree          Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart       

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Saturday 4/2/22 
Greeters - David and Sharon Doud   

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - David and Sharon Doud          

Lector - Roni Wilson   

Commentator - Sharon Doud                   

Sunday 4/3/22 
Greeters - Dennis and Joyce Van Pelt                          

Altar servers - needed                                                                    

Ushers - Dennis and Joyce Van Pelt      

Lector - Angie McMahon     

Commentator - Angie McMahon 

Saturday 4/9/22 Palm Sunday 
Greeters - Volunteers    

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - Volunteers           

Lector - Volunteers  

Commentator - Volunteers                  

Sunday 4/10/22 Palm Sunday 
Greeters - Volunteers                           

Altar servers - needed                                                                    

Ushers - Volunteers       

Lector - Volunteers  

Commentator - Volunteers  

 

Furnaces replacement at St. John, Adair from Father Tony  
The two furnaces at St. John Catholic Church, Adair are approximately 23 years old and 
need to be replaced at a cost of $ 9800 dollars. The finance council has decided to replace 
them both, and go with Templeton Hardware, Inc., who has done satisfactory work for us in 
the past.  

I am firmly convinced that with God’s assistance; and love and the sacrifice of everyone, we will be 
able to raise our goal of $ 9800 dollars. But our success will not come from a small group of parishion-
ers, but rather from the participation of 100% of the parish family. Therefore, may I earnestly re-
quest everyone to think about the sacrifice and tireless work of the founding members of our parish 
family and in that spirit graciously respond to our call today. We are really and truly blessed by the 
love, kindness, and sacrificial financial support of everyone to St. John Catholic parish family in the 
past, and we are positively looking forward to that unwavering support for our needs of today. Let us 
actively partner in this project.  

Please make your donation payable to St. John Catholic Church, and mark on the memo 
‘Furnace’.  

Sunday 4/3/22 

Cross Bearer - Dave Richter   

Altar servers - Luke Brincks and Carley Fagan   

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Julie Plowman   

Tra. Chalice - Cody and Elizabeth Moreland   

Sunday 4/10/22 Palm Sunday  
Cross Bearer - Carley Fagan   

Altar servers - Henry Wanie and Belle Fagan   

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Julie Plowman and Barb Bachman   

Tra. Chalice - Phyllis O’Brien   

Knights of Columbus Lenten Project  
 
40 Cans for Lent — Benefitting our local 
Food Pantry. Any non-perishable items welcome 
Now  through Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022.  

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or 

text at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You 

can also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started 

and to learn more about the Knights organization. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

