
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, April 24   

Second Sunday of Easter/Divine Mercy Sunday   

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday     5.30 p.m.  

Thursday    10 a.m. (care center)  
Friday    8.30 a.m.  
Saturday   4.30 p.m.  
Sunday   10.00 a.m. 

Confession   3.30 p.m.  

Rosary   4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5.30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while 

awaiting a diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery 

and grieving the loss of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in 

our thoughts and prayers. 

Deceased - Mary Winn, Michael Elgin, Dave Tisl, Eileen Arnts, Milo Rees, Rita 

Wilson, Theresa Bricks, Ron Wittrock    

            Sick – Norbert Tigges, Francis Hollinrake, Jeff and Cathy Hicks   

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
Today, we turn our eyes to the little group of Apostles who, eight days 
after Easter Sunday, were gathered in the upper room. Jesus appears to 
them in the glory of his resurrected body, effortlessly passing through 

their locked doors and their hidden fears. The first thing he does is go after the one lost sheep whose 
heart is astray. He lets doubting Thomas touch his glorious wounds, mercifully removing all 
doubts that had separated him from the rest of the tiny church. And then he looks into the eyes of his 
Apostles, breathes on them, and gives them the power and task to forgive sins in his name. This was 
the start of the sacrament of confession, which ever since then has been bringing other stray 
sheep back into the Good Shepherd’s merciful care. Almost 20 centuries after that encounter be-
tween Christ and his Apostles, in the year 2000, Pope Saint John Paul II established the first Sunday 
after Easter as a universal Feast of the Church in honor of that Divine Mercy. In so doing, he was 
fulfilling a request our Lord himself made in his appearances to the Polish nun, Saint Faustina Kow-
alska. Just the thought of Christ’s mercy fills us with confidence and hope. But it should also fill us 
with humility. If Christ is so eager to spread the news about his boundless mercy, it is because we 
need that mercy. It is because sin is a reality in our lives and in our world, and sin causes real dam-
age that only Christ can repair. Critics of the Catholic faith sometimes make fun of us for believing 
in heaven, as if we were deluded, wishful thinkers, or as if heaven were some kind of ancient myth. 
Jesus himself is the one who made a point of emphasizing the reality of heaven. He spoke about the 
importance of storing up our treasure in heaven. He told us that we would be fools to gain the whole 
world and lose our souls for eternity. In parable after parable he described heaven as a glorious, joy-
ful wedding banquet, and hell as a place of darkness and frustration. Jesus did not mention it once or 
twice; it was a constant theme of his preaching. He wants us to think about heaven, to desire it, and 
to begin living heaven’s life of love, wisdom, and goodness right now, by following his teachings 
and building up the Church. The revelation of heaven was one of his greatest acts of mercy. Before 
he came, mankind was in total ignorance of the future life. Even the ancient Israelites did not have 
a clear idea about whether eternal life was a reality. Jesus did not want us to have a doubt about this 
point. He wants us to know for certain: heaven exists; life there will satisfy all our desires far beyond 
even our wildest expectations. As Saint Faustina, to whom Jesus gave his revelations of divine mercy 
in the early twentieth century, put it in her diary: ‘The chosen ones in heaven see God face to face 
and are completely and absolutely happy’. When Jesus spoke to Saint Faustina, he told her: 
‘Souls perish in spite of my bitter Passion. I am giving them the last hope of salvation; that is, the Feast 
of my Mercy. If they will not adore my mercy, they will perish for all eternity’. Sin, our rejection of 
God’s friendship, separates us from God, the source of all life, so a decaying corpse is the perfect im-
age to describe a soul in the grips of sin. But the most disturbing thing about sin is that, unless a sin-
ner seeks God’s forgiveness, which is always available and unconditional, it can lead 
to eternal separation from God, to hell. Saint Faustina was given a vision of hell, in which she saw 
the torturous sufferings of the condemned. She wrote afterwards that God had given her this vision 
‘so that no soul may find an excuse by saying there is no hell, or that nobody has ever been there, and 
so no one can say what it is like’. Christ’s mercy is a big deal, because our sins are a big deal. In the 
revelations of his Divine Mercy, Jesus asked Saint Faustina to commission a painting. The painting 
would show Jesus standing, dressed in a white alb, with his right hand raised in blessing and his left 
hand opening his heart. Out of his heart there were to be streaming two beams of light - 
one white and the other red. He explained what those rays symbolized: The two rays denote Blood and 
Water. The pale ray stands for the Water which makes souls righteous (baptism). The red ray stands for 
the Blood which is the life of souls (the Eucharist. These two rays issued forth from the depths of My 
tender mercy when My agonized Heart was opened by a lance on the Cross. Today Jesus is reminding 
us of the power and abundance of his mercy. We should be full of joy and confidence at this remind-
er. As Christ feeds us from the very fountain of mercy, Holy Communion, let us ask him for the 
grace to be living images, living paintings, of his mercy in this world so wounded by sin. 
 
 



Why is today Divine Mercy Sunday? 
On April 30, 2000, Pope John Paul II canonized the Polish nun who had re-
ceived from Christ the amazing revelations of the Divine Mercy in the early 
years of the twentieth century, Saint Mary Faustina Kowalska. During that cer-
emony, the pope fulfilled one of the requests that Christ had made through 
those revelations: that the entire Church reserve the Second Sunday of the 
Easter Season to honor and commemorate God's infinite mercy. 
Where do we see this mercy revealed? 
First of all, we see it in the reaction Christ shows to those men, his chosen Apos-

tles, who had abandoned him. They had abandoned Jesus in his most difficult hour, but Jesus was not 
going to abandon them. He passes through the locked doors, passes through their fears, regret, and 
guilt, and appears to them. He has not given up on them. He brings them his peace. And he reaffirms 
his confidence in them by reaffirming their mission: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you”. We 
also see God’s mercy in Christ’s reaction to the men who had crucified him. Does he crush them in re-
venge? No. Instead, he sends out his Apostles to tell them - and the whole sinful world, the world that 
had crucified its God - that they can be redeemed, that God has not condemned them: “As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you”. And then, just to make sure that the Church is fully armed to communi-
cate this message, Jesus gives the ultimate revelation of God’s mercy - he delegates to his Apostles his 
divine power to forgive sins: “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and 
whose sins you retain are retained”. This is the explicit institution of the sacrament of confession, the 
sacrament in which the limitless ocean of God’s mercy overwhelms the puny ocean of our misery. It 
was the ultimate revelation of the Divine Mercy. 
 
Easter Lilies at All Saints 
In memory of - George and Barbara, Michael and Diana Marnach; Donnelly and Gilley Families; Bill 

and Disney Tobin, and Sherman Families; Dave Tisl, Ron and Karen Dupuy, Teresa Pow-
ell, Bob and Addy Olson, Lawrence and Caroline Lacher, Kari Cornwell, Tom Billheimer, 
Zimmer Family, Albert and Lucile Greubel, Curtis and Juanita Gilman, Elias Ike and 
Marjone Gomez, Janet Gomez Taylor, McGinnis Families 
In honor of - Steve and Teresa Leonard; Tom and Joy Smull, Huerta Family, Dennis Van 
Pelt. Your support and generosity make a difference in our parish family, and we are 

grateful to each one of you for sharing your God-given treasure with us to beautify our sanctuary.     

 
Furnaces replacement at St. John, Adair   
Thanks to everyone who has already donated to this project, and we are looking forward to the sup-

port, and sacrificial generosity of others so that in the spirit of the sacrifice and generosity of 
our founding members, we can answer our challenge today. The success of the campaign for 
this project will depend upon your commitment in prayer, involvement and sacrifice of God 
given treasure. Our success will not come from a small group of parishioners, but rather 
from the participation of 100% of the parish family. We are really and truly blessed by the 
love, kindness, and sacrificial financial support of everyone to St. John Catholic parish fami-
ly in the past, and we are positively looking forward to that unwavering support for our 

needs of today. Let us actively partner in this project.  

Please make your donation payable to St. John Catholic Church, and mark on the memo ‘Furnace’.  
 
Pastor away from the office  

Father Antony Mathew will be away from the parish office from Tuesday, May 
3rd through Thursday, June 2nd on vacation.  
Substitute Priest   
Rev. Lawrence Hoffmann (515-343-6040), a retired priest, and a familiar face 
to all of us will cover the weekend Masses at All Saints and St. John. 

Weekday Mass  
No weekday Mass from Tuesday, May 3rd through Friday June 3rd. 
Funeral/emergency  
Please check with Rev. Lawrence Hoffmann (515-343-6040), to see whether he will be available for a 
funeral. If someone is in the hospital, the family needs to contact the hospital chaplain there.  



Financial partnership - All Saints           Financial partnership - St. John  

April 17, 2022                    April 17, 2022 

Tithing: $ 3510            Tithing: $ 940 

Children $ 14             Children: $ 13  

Easter Flowers: $ 70            Furnace: $ 650 

H. Thursday: $ 428            H. Thursday: $ 72  

G. Friday: $ 600            G. Friday: $ 72 

              Money counters (4/24/22)   

              Paul Gettler and Cody Moreland           

Money counters (4/26/22)           Andrew Richter and Shannon Marso           

Dave Vigon and Cindy Boucher           Liturgical ministry - St. John 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints   

Saturday  4/23/22    
Greeters - Becky O’Brien and Donna Donnelly     

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - Mark and Kari Tisl            

Lectors - Mark Tisl  

Commentator - Donna Donnelly                 

Sunday  4/24/22  First H. Communion  

Greeters - Faith formation                           

Altar servers - Faith formation                                                                   

Ushers - Faith formation  

Lector - Faith formation  

Commentator - Faith formation  

Saturday   4/30/22    
Greeters - Wayne and Jan Gilman      

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - Wayne and Jan Gilman            

Lectors - Jodi Bassett   

Commentator - Roni Wilson                  

Sunday  5/1/22   
Greeters - Nick and Tanya Boyle                            

Altar servers - needed                                                                    

Ushers - Nick and Tanya Boyle   

Lector - Dave Witkowski   

Commentator - Dave Witkowski  

Sunday  4/24/22 First H. Communion  
Cross Bearer - Faith formation 

Altar servers - Faith formation   

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Faith formation 

Tra. Chalice - Matt and Monica Fagan    

Sunday  5/1/22  Confirmation  
Cross Bearer - Faith formation 

Altar servers - Faith formation   

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Faith formation 

Tra. Chalice - John and Kathy Fagan    

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Colum-

bus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or text at 712-

574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can also visit 

kofc.org/joinus to get the process started and to learn more 

about the Knights organization. 

Meeting reminder 

Next meeting on Sunday, May 8th at 6 p.m.  

Congratulations to these children who received Jesus for the first time in their lives, and 

thanks to the catechists and parents who assisted them in their journey.    

All Saints, Stuart  

Dylan Tigges, Kinnick Witte, Aiden Lewis and Matthew Huerta.  

St. John, Adair  

Gauge Follmann, Toby Moreland, Avrie Wanie and Penelope Wanie    

 

Confirmation on Sunday, May 1 at St. John, Adair 

Carley Fagan and Belle Fagan 

Fellowship at St. John, Adair  

Everyone is invited to join for fellowship in the parish hall at St. John, Adair after the First Holy Com-

munion Mass on Sunday, April 24th, and after the Confirmation Mass on Sunday, May 1st.   

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

