
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, May 1  Third Sunday of Easter    

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday   No Mass  

Thursday  No Mass 

Friday No Mass   

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   No Mass  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

 

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting 

a diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the 

loss of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and pray-

ers. 

     

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



Pastor away from the office  

Father Antony Mathew will be away from the parish office from Tuesday,  May 3rd through Thursday, 

June 2nd on vacation.  

Substitute Priest  - Rev. Lawrence Hoffmann (515-343-6040), a retired priest, and a familiar face to all 

of us will cover the weekend Masses at All Saints and St. John. 

Weekday Mass — No weekday Mass from Tuesday, May 3rd through Friday June 3rd. 

Funeral/emergency  

Please check with Rev. Lawrence Hoffmann (515-343-6040) for funeral. If someone is in the hospital, 

the family needs to contact the hospital chaplain there.  

Father Atony’s Corner! 
At the time when Saint John wrote his gospel, the first persecutions had already broken out. The Ro-
man Emperors had already begun their policy of executing Christians for treason, because Christians 
refused to worship the Roman gods. One of John’s themes, therefore, in all of his New Testament writ-
ings, is the power of the Church to grow and to endure even through difficult times, even through vio-
lent persecutions. This comes out in the Gospel passage in the image of a fishing net full of fish - an 
analogy for the Church that appears more than once in the Gospels. The Apostles are feeling stir-
crazy in these days after the Resurrection, before receiving the Holy Spirit. They decide to go fishing. 
Then the Lord appears to them and engineers a miraculous catch of fish, just as he had done three 
years earlier. When Peter brings the catch to shore, Saint John makes a point of mentioning a curious 
detail: the net was ‘full of one hundred and fifty-three large fish. Even though there were so many, the 
net was not torn’. He fills the boat with 153 types of fish. According to St Jerome, there are 153 types 
of fish in the ocean. So that number represents above all the fullness of the Church. But it also repre-
sents the fullness of our own lives when we give them over to Christ. He fills our emptiness with his 
friendship. He gives us meaning and purpose. He fills our lives with wonder; he fills our lives with 
love. Peter brought the overstuffed net onto the shore safely, almost miraculously - so many large 
fish should have torn that net, but they did not. The net is the Church. It is filled with believers whom 
Christ gathers out of the ocean of time and history through the ministry of Peter and his successors, 
the popes. And Peter is the one who hauls this supernatural community onto the shores of eternity at 
the end of time, where they will all feast with the Lord. In spite of sufferings, scandals and sins, in spite 
of obstacles, challenges and persecutions, Christ’s Church will continue to grow and expand under the 
ministry of Peter, and it will stay intact until it is brought safely home to heaven – Peter’s net will not 
tear. The Roman Empire tried to stamp out Christianity for 300 years. That Empire is gone, the 
Church remains. In the Middle Ages, the Islamic Empire extended over even more territory than 
Rome had, and conquered many Christian lands. It invaded Europe and tried to do away with the 
Church. That Empire fell, but the Church remains. In the sixteenth century, most of northern Europe 
rebelled against the Catholic Church in what was called the Protestant Reformation. In some coun-
tries, being Catholic became a capital punishment. Yet today, the Catholic Church remains the largest 
Christian community, and in those countries, the Church remains. In the seventeenth century a new 
Islamic Empire, that of the Turks, tried again to overrun Christian civilization. That Empire is gone, 
the Church remains. In the eighteenth century, the French Revolution tried to eradicate the Church in 
France, martyring hundreds, if not thousands. The Revolution passed, the Church endured. In the 
nineteenth century, Napoleon conquered all of continental Europe, usurped the Church hierarchy, 
and imprisoned two popes in efforts to take over the Catholic Church. His Empire passed away; the 
Church remains. In the twentieth century, Soviet Communism tried to wipe out the Catholic Church 
in all of its territories, as did the German Nazis. Those regimes are gone, the Church remains. Today 
the saga continues, in Africa, the Middle East, China, and Vietnam. The Church has endured, and it 
will continue to endure, just as Christ promised. Peter will bring the net to shore, overstuffed with 
large fishes, and the net will not be torn. When we follow Peter, that sometimes means following him 
to the cross, because Peter followed Christ so closely that he too ended up being humiliated and cruci-
fied, in Rome, under the Roman Emperor, Nero. And yet, that is the sure path to life; it was Peter’s 
net that was not torn; it was Peter who hauled that net safely onto the shore. Today, as Christ comes 
again to feed our souls through the ministry of this Church which has grown and endured through the 
centuries under the guidance of Peter, let us thank the Lord for taking such good care of us. And let us 
promise him that we will do our part too, listening to the teaching of his Vicar, striving 
to understand it, and obeying it out love for the Lord. 



Like Christmas, Easter is not simply a day but a season. Lasting fifty days, 
the season of Easter, also known as Eastertide, is a time for celebrating new 
life. After journeying with discipline and devotion through our own desert-
places during Lent and walking alongside Christ through the realms of 
darkness, uncertainty, and betrayal evoked during Holy Week and 
the Triduum, the light of Easter morning brings the assurance of resurrec-
tion and redemption. As the earth bursts with new life around us and the 
day grows longer than the night, we are reminded of the significance of the 
process of metamorphosis to the spiritual journey. We must surrender what 
is old so that we might be made new. Without it, there would be no trans-
formation. It is this truth that we savor and celebrate during the fifty days 

of Easter. While Easter is the oldest and most significant feast in the Christian church, however, it be-
gins not with the sounds of celebration, but in the quiet corners between longing and liberation. 
Christ’s resurrection isn’t a triumphant event proclaimed with fanfare so that all might know of his 
return, but rather a mystical visitation to those who remained faithful and had eyes to see. Because we, 
too, know of the redemption that awaits, we are not fully disheartened by the darkness faced during 
Holy Week because it is death that gives resurrection its meaning. Instead, we inhabit the hours lead-
ing up to Easter with patience, awareness, and anticipation, keeping vigil as we wait for the appear-
ance of the risen Christ. In the final leg of our communal journey along the path of the passion of 
Christ that began during Holy week, we recount the stories that led to the coming of Christ and pro-
gress toward the moment in which we can finally declare, “He is Risen!” This is the proclamation of 
Easter and the manifesto of the season to come. Just as we were invited during Holy Week to enter into 
darkness and contemplate how we have in our own ways crucified Christ, we now are invited to live in 
the resurrection as we celebrate the risen Christ and honor the things that bring us new life, both big 
and small. For fifty days we are called to view all of life through the lens of a Sunday feast, dwelling in 
the abundance of the kingdom of God as we name and celebrate our places of resurrection. These plac-
es of life serve as guideposts for the journey, for they are where we continue to encounter Christ—the 
way, the truth, and the life, and the pathway to the Divine—on our journey of awakening. The invita-
tion of Eastertide, then, is to look for these guideposts in everyday life and lean into them as we seek to 
live out and celebrate the kingdom of God and the renewal that it brings. 

Happy Mother’s Day!  

Father Antony Mathew wishes all our mothers A Happy Mother’s day. This 
prayer reflects our love and thoughtfulness to all the mothers. “I thank you, cre-
ator of us all for my mother. I thank you that she gave me life and nurtured me all 
these years. She gave me my faith, helping me to know you and your ways. She 
taught me how to love and how to sacrifice for others. She taught me that it was 
oaky to cry and that I should always tell the truth. Bless her with the graces she 

needs and which you want to give her today. Help her to feel precious in your eyes today and to know that 
I love her. Give her strength and courage, compassion and peace. Bless her this day with your love”.      

Most cordial welcome! 
We are delighted to welcome our shepherd, Most Rev. William Joensen to our parish 

family of St. John to administer the sacrament of Confirmation to two of our youth at St. 

John, Adair. Thank you so much Bishop Joensen for being with us on Sunday (May 1, 

2022). Congratulations to Carley Fagan and Belle Fagan who were confirmed, and thanks 

to the confirmation team and parents for assisting them in their faith journey. Please join 

us for a reception in the parish hall immediately following Mass.   

Thank you to the Reception Team at St. John, Adair!  

We want to thank Larry Drees, and all those who assisted him to coordinate the recep-

tion after the First Holy Communion on Sunday, April 24th at St. John, and all those who 

were present for the reception. Thank you. Your collaboration, and sacrifice is appreci-

ated by your parish family, and together we continue to grow as a wonderful parish family.  

https://asacredjourney.net/tag/easter
https://asacredjourney.net/tag/lent
https://asacredjourney.net/tag/holy-week


Financial Partnership             Financial Partnership  

Sunday, April 24              Sunday, April 24 

Tithing: $ 1882             Tithing: $ 1008 

Children: $ 111             Children: $ 137 

               Furnace: $ 300 

Money counters (5/3/22)            Money counters (5/1/22)   

Bill Clauson and Gina Ocheltree           Paul Gettler and Cody Moreland  

               Andrew Richter and Shannon Marso    

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart                Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Saturday   4/30/22    
Greeters - Wayne and Jan Gilman      

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - Wayne and Jan Gilman            

Lectors - Jodi Bassett   

Commentator - Roni Wilson                  

Sunday  5/1/22   
Greeters - Nick and Tanya Boyle                            

Altar servers - needed                                                                    

Ushers - Nick and Tanya Boyle   

Lector - Dave Witkowski   

Commentator - Dave Witkowski  

Saturday 5/7/22 
Greeters - Matt and Jen Dickson      

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - Matt and Jen Dickson         

Lector - Donna Donnelly   

Commentator - Roni Wilson           

Sunday 5/8/22 
Greeters - John and Harriet Gulbranson      

Altar servers - needed    

Ushers - John and Patrick Gulbranson      Meeting Reminder  

Lector - Harriet Gulbranson     Knights will meet on Sunday, May 8 at 6 p.m.  

Commentator - Gary Riordan   

The Story of Saint Joseph the Worker 

To foster deep devotion to Saint Joseph among Catholics, and in response to the 
“May Day” celebrations for workers sponsored by Communists, Pope Pius XII insti-
tuted the feast of Saint Joseph the Worker in 1955. This feast extends the long rela-
tionship between Joseph and the cause of workers in both Catholic faith and devo-
tion. Beginning in the Book of Genesis, the dignity of human work has long been cele-

brated as a participation in the creative work of God. By work, humankind both fulfills the command 
found in Genesis to care for the earth (Gn 2:15) and to be productive in their labors. Saint Joseph, the 
carpenter and foster father of Jesus, is but one example of the holiness of human labor. 
Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned the trade from Saint Joseph and spent his early adult years 
working side-by-side in Joseph’s carpentry shop before leaving to pursue his ministry as preacher and 
healer. In his encyclical Laborem Exercens, Pope John Paul II stated: “the Church considers it her task 
always to call attention to the dignity and rights of those who work, to condemn situations in which that 
dignity and those rights are violated, and to help to guide [social] changes so as to ensure authentic pro-
gress by man and society.” 
Saint Joseph is held up as a model of such work. Pius XII emphasized this when he said, “The spirit 
flows to you and to all men from the heart of the God-man, Savior of the world, but certainly, no work-
er was ever more completely and profoundly penetrated by it than the foster father of Jesus, who lived 
with Him in closest intimacy and community of family life and work.” 

Sunday  5/1/22  Confirmation  
Cross Bearer - Faith formation 

Altar servers - Faith formation   

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Faith formation 

Tra. Chalice - John and Kathy Fagan  

Sunday 5/8/22 

Cross Bearer - Jovey Denney  

Altar servers - Hunter Lillard and Joe Fagan       

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Julie Plowman   

Tra. Chalice - John and Adella Vogl   

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or 

text at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You 

can also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started 

and to learn more about the Knights organization. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

