
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, May 29     The Ascension of the Lord   

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday   No Mass  

Thursday  No Mass  

Friday No Mass  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   No Mass  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting 

a diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the 

loss of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and pray-

ers. 

   

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
In Luke’s Gospel, the scene of Christ’s Ascension takes place immediately after Je-
sus appeared to his Apostles, showed them his wounds, and ate with them in order to assure 
them that he was no mere ghost. Saint Luke wants to make sure that we have the right 

idea about the Ascension, even though we can never understand it completely. It really happened. 
Christ’s body and soul taken up into heaven. Jesus is in heaven now, body, blood, soul, and divinity. 
It was not an ethereal dissipation into some shadowy realm of vague symbols. The Ascension is the 
establishment of his Kingship and his Kingdom on absolutely unshakable ground. Earthly kings and 
emperors always remain vulnerable; if their enemies do not usurp them, death surely will. But 
Christ’s reign will never come to an end. He is no longer vulnerable. Because he has ascended into 
heaven, his Kingdom is firm; his Church will never be destroyed. As Saint Paul put it in the Second 
Reading, God made Christ the everlasting King, ‘raising him from the dead and seating him at his 
right hand in the heavens, far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, and every 
name that is named’. If we stay faithful to this King, our victory over sin, evil, and injustice (and the 
happiness that such a victory implies) is assured. Christ’s ascension should fill us with joy, as it did 
his disciples, because now we know for certain that the Christian cause is unassailable, that Christ’s 
lordship is unconquerable. We owe Christ’s continuing presence on earth - through the Church, 
the sacraments, the Holy Spirit - to this great event of the Ascension, by which Jesus, true God and 
true Man, became the everlasting bridge between heaven and earth. In today’s world, it takes 
an effort to keep our awareness of this magnificent, mysterious truth, fresh. Everyone is concerned 
about being tolerant. We are afraid of offending people who do not share our beliefs. That is good. 
Every human being deserves our respect, because Christ died, rose, and ascended in order to save 
every human being. His love embraces them all. But it is easy for us to let that respect turn in-
to indifference, to become slaves of what Pope Benedict has called the ‘tyranny of relativism’. It is 
easy to do that, because that is more comfortable than actually defending and spreading the truth. 
And yet, Christ is the only King of the universe, the only Lord of history. Only Christ has ascended to 
the throne of heaven - not Buddha, not Confucius, not Mohammed. There is only one Savior. True, 
God is gracious; his mercy is not limited in any way. But he has made his mercy known by send-
ing Jesus Christ. And he desires to extend his mercy to every person through spreading the good 
news of Jesus Christ. This is why he has given his Church, and us, the mission of ‘preaching repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins in his name to all the nations’. Today as we profess our faith and as 
Christ nourishes us with his own life in Holy Communion, let us renew our firm belief in him. And let 
us ask for the strength never to be ashamed of the truth of Christ, the only Truth that will truly set us 
free. After forty days of being with the disciples after his Resurrection, which we have celebrated 
during these forty days of the Easter season, Jesus has crossed into Heaven to take his place at the 
Father’s right hand, as the prophecies foretold for the Messiah. The Father has crowned him with the 
glory he merited by his Passion, Death, and Resurrection, and in turn, he is eternally asking the Fa-
ther for each of us–by name–to receive the graces we need to join him one day in eternity and to help 
others get there too. The work of salvation is not done until everyone has an opportunity to be saved. 
The Lord’s Ascension is just as important for the Church as his Incarnation, Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection. Like the disciples, we are awaiting the Lord’s return in glory, but we also know that in 
Ascending to Heaven, he is not just sitting up there on his hands. He and the Father are preparing to 
send the Holy Spirit to his Church, just as we await on Pentecost Sunday a week and a half from now, 
and then our part in his saving work goes into high gear, as attested to by the Acts of the Apostles. 
The Easter season is longer than any other season except for Ordinary Time, and before his Ascen-
sion, the days he spent, risen from the dead, were some of the most precious on earth for his faithful 
disciples. It was quality time just for them. He is looking forward to spending that quality time with 
us in Heaven, and from eternity he is doing everything in his power to make sure that happens. As the 
Easter season nears its conclusion in ten days, we too should be rejoicing as we recall all the blessings 
he has imparted to us during these forty days. We should also rejoice over the blessings to come. 



The Ascension of the Lord  
The Ascension of Jesus (anglicized from the Vulgate Latin: ascensio Iesu, lit.
 ’ascent of Jesus’) is the Christian teaching that Christ physically departed from 
Earth by rising into Heaven, in the presence of eleven of his apostles. According to 
the New Testament narrative, the Ascension occurred on the fortieth day counting 
from the resurrection. In the Christian tradition, reflected in the major Christian 
creeds and confessional statements, God exalted Jesus after his death, raising him 
from the dead and taking him to Heaven, where Jesus took his seat at the right 
hand of God. In Christian art, the ascending Jesus is often shown blessing an 
earthly group below him, signifying the entire Church. The Feast of the Ascen-

sion is celebrated on the 40th day of Easter, always a Thursday; the Orthodox tradition has a different 
calendar up to a month later than in the Western tradition, and while the Anglican Commun-
ion continues to observe the feast, many Protestant churches have abandoned the observance.  
 

Pentecost  
The Christian holiday of Pentecost is the 50th and last day of Easter, counting first 
and last. Like the first day, Easter Day, it is a Sunday, the seventh Sunday. It com-
memorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers 
of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks, as de-
scribed in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1–31). 
The holiday is also called ‘Whit Sunday’ especially in the United Kingdom, where 

traditionally the next day, Whit Monday, was also a public holiday (since 1971 fixed by statute on the 
last Monday in May). The Monday after Pentecost is a legal holiday in many European countries. 
In Eastern Christianity, Pentecost can also refer to the entire fifty days of Easter through Pentecost 
inclusive; hence the book containing the liturgical texts is called the "Pentecostarion". Since its date 
depends on the date of Easter, Pentecost is a ‘moveable feast’. 
Pentecost is one of the Great feasts in the Eastern Orthodox Church, a Solemnity in the Roman Rite of 
the Catholic Church, a Festival in the Lutheran Churches, and a Principal Feast in the Anglican Com-
munion. Many Christian denominations provide a special liturgy for this holy celebration. 

Baptism Incorporated into Christ’s Body, Sent on Christ’s Mission 
Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ and the ongoing work of the 
Holy Spirit in the world. The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church (Compendium) re-
minds us, “By Baptism, the laity are incorporated into Christ and are made participants in his life and 
mission” (no. 541). The triple immersion in the baptismal water signifies the death of sin and entry into 
the newness of life through Christ’s Death and Resurrection. The oil signifies anointing by the Holy 
Spirit and receiving of the Holy Spirit’s gifts. The Holy Spirit helps us to imitate Jesus’ self-sacrificial 
love and allows us to share in the work of the Holy Spirit in the world.  
Baptism calls us to live in the world, seeking the Kingdom in our daily lives. During the blessing of the 
baptismal waters at the Easter Vigil, we recall God’s action within history. We hear, for example, 
about the liberation of Israel from slavery in Egypt. Christians believe that “Baptism does not take [the 
baptized] from the world at all.” Instead, the world becomes the “place” and “means” for the lay faith-
ful to “fulfill their Christian vocation”. We give expression to our baptismal reality “in our daily lives” 
in “the field” of the world. The baptized work within the spheres of “work, culture, science and re-
search; the exercise of social, economic and political responsibilities” to order them to the Kingdom. 
The baptized are called to contribute to the sanctification of the world. Being “present and active in the 
world” is a “theological and ecclesiological reality”. This reality is what leads us to work to protect the 
life and dignity of all people and to care for God’s creation here on earth. “The world is not something 
indifferent, raw material to be utilized simply as we see fit,” Pope Benedict XVI, notes. Instead, we see 
it as “God’s creation.” Our Baptism helps us see a “profound relationship” between our work here on 
earth and our future with Christ.  
The baptized are to live as lights in the darkness. After being baptized, we acknowledge or receive a 
white garment to signify that we have risen with Christ. We receive a lighted candle, which symbolizes 
that we are a new creation, enlightened by Christ. We are now called to carry that light into the dark 
world to extend the light to others. The gifts given at Baptism are for “the building up of Christ’s Body 
and for ever greater witness to the Gospel in the world.  
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Money counters (5/31/22)         Money counters (5/29/22)    

Dave Vigon and Cindy Boucher               Paul Gettler, Cody Moreland, Shannon Marso, An

            drew Richter         

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart      Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Saturday 5/28/22 
Greeters - David and Sharon Doud        

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - David and Sharon Doud         

Lector - Jodi Bassett      

Commentator - Sharon Doud  

Sunday 5/29/22 
Greeters - Knights of Columbus  

Altar servers - needed    

Ushers - Knights of Columbus   

Lector - Knights of Columbus 

Commentator - Knights of Columbus 

Saturday 6/4/22 
Greeters -         

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers -         

Lector -       

Commentator -  

Sunday 6/5/22 
Greeters -  

Altar servers - needed    

Ushers -    

Lector -  

Commentator -  

 

 

Funeral 

Father Tony is away from the parish office on vacation. Please check with Rev. Lawrence Hoffmann 

(515-343-6040) to see whether he is available for a funeral.  

 

Hospital emergency 

If someone is in the hospital, the family needs to contact the hospital chaplain there.  

 

Memorial Day, formerly Decoration Day, in the United States, holiday (last Mon-
day in May) honoring those who have died in the nation’s wars. It originated 
during the American Civil War when citizens placed flowers on the graves of 
those who had been killed in battle. More than a half dozen places have claimed 
to be the birthplace of the holiday. After World War I, as the day came to be ob-
served in honor of those who had died in all U.S. wars, its name changed from 
Decoration Day to Memorial Day. Since 1971 Memorial Day has been observed 

on the last Monday in May. Memorial Day is observed with the laying of a wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia, and by religious services, parades, 
and speeches nationwide. Flags, insignia, and flowers are placed on the graves of veterans in local 
cemeteries. The day has also come to signal the beginning of summer in the United States.  

Sunday 5/29/22 

Cross Bearer - Joe Fagan      

Altar servers - Belle Fagan and Ruby Marso         

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Brian Richter   

Tra. Chalice - Cody and Elizabeth Moreland  

Sunday 6/5/22 

Cross Bearer - John Fagan      

Altar servers - Reece Richter and Addi Richter         

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Julie Plowman  

Tra. Chalice - Phyllis O’Brien   

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or 

text at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You 

can also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started 

and to learn more about the Knights organization. 
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