
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, July 24     Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time    

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center)   

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Allen Boucher, Kaye Klemish, Mary Kirk, Dianne Dell, Setth Burke, Tim Olson    

          Deceased: Norbert Tigges, Jerry Carey, Betty Austinson    

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
Jesus is taking us to prayer school. He is teaching us what Christian prayer is all about. The 
words of the Our Father, abridged here in St. Luke’s version, are God’s own instructions on 
prayer. Each phrase is a fountain of wisdom. They are worth studying and thinking 

about deeply, because they show us how God wants us to approach him and to be with him. But Jesus 
knows that because we are human beings - we tend to fall into routine. So even though he gives us the 
perfect words to use in prayer, he knows we will have a tendency to just learn them by heart and 
then mindlessly rattle them off. And so, he also teaches us two attitudes that should form 
the background of every Christian’s life of prayer. These attitudes, if we keep them fresh, can make 
sure that our prayer never becomes just an empty, boring shell, but is always a living, powerful force 
- as it was for Abraham. The first attitude is persistence. If we are persistent in prayer, as the friend 
was persistent in the parable, we give God more freedom to act in our lives, because our desires get 
more in synch with God’s. The second attitude is confidence. Since we live in a fallen world, we some-
times project our own imperfections onto God. We think that he, like us, is selfish, easily angered, 
and resentful. As a result, sometimes we hesitate to open our hearts to him in prayer. But Jesus tears 
down these misconceptions. God is our Father, a better father than even the very best earthly fathers. 
So, if earthly fathers know how to be generous and wise with their children, we can rest assured that 
God is much more like that with us. He would not give us stones when we ask for bread. This official 
instruction on Christian prayer is solid practical advice, but it is also something else. It actually gives 
us a glimpse into the heart of our Lord. It shows us that he is a God who yearns for friends, 
not slaves. Jesus tells us: ‘Seek and you will find, ask and you will receive’. Seek-
ing and asking are free actions - they are up to us. Jesus cannot force us to do either one of them. And 
that is the funny thing about friendship; it cannot be forced. As much as God wants to regain our 
friendship, and to deepen it day after day, he can only do so if we share, at least a little bit, that same 
desire, if we yearn for his friendship as he yearns for ours. He longs for us to do so. He 
does everything he can to stir up that desire within us: surrounding us with the beauties of nature 
and culture, sending us his Son to be our Savior, giving us a Church that survives every vicissitude of 
history. He does all that and much more, but ultimately, because he will settle for nothing less 
than true friendship, he never takes away our options: we can still choose to go our own way and not 
follow him. This is our Lord. An all-powerful friend who never abuses his power, an ever-
present God who never imposes his presence, an all-wise master who is always gentle with his 
knowledge. If Jesus were not so interested in our friendship, he would not be so eager for us to keep 
on asking, seeking, and knocking. But, amazingly, he is. When we begin to understand what Chris-
tian prayer is, and when we give it its proper place in our lives, we become much more stable, joyful, 
and energetic people. One of the problems with today’s society is that it is out of balance. In the past, 
people were forced to follow a more natural rhythm of life. Night and day mattered. It took 
time to communicate and to travel, so that meant there was more time to reflect on life’s mysteries 
and enjoy life’s simple pleasures. Our scientific and technological advances have changed things a lot. 
Now it is possible to live at a reckless pace in which we become enslaved to our own to-do lists. Now it 
is necessary to choose to follow a healthy rhythm of life. Many people do not know how to defend 
themselves against this slavery, which is why today’s psychologists are dealing with a literal plague of 
stress and depression. Christian prayer, confident, persistent, personal conversation with God, is one 
of the weapons God gives us to keep us human in this mechanized culture. Whenever we turn to God 
in prayer, we put our minds and hearts in contact with the very source of life, beauty, and truth. 
That refreshes the human soul, just as rebooting your computer refreshes all the hardware and soft-
ware that makes your computer run. When stress, discouragement, and frustration start to clog our 
circuits, we do not need to jack up the voltage by working more hours or by distracting our-
selves with even more exciting entertainment - no, we need to reboot. We need to pray. Today, 
in response to Christ’s reminder about the nature of Christian prayer, let us renew our commitment 
to taking time every day to be alone with God, to reboot our souls every morning and evening; so that 
our lives can run more smoothly, the way God designed them to run. 
 



   A good opportunity for fellowship and refreshing of one’s mind after almost two 

   years of isolation due to Covid 19. Come and join your fellow parishioners on 

   TUESDAYS at 12.30 p.m. in the class room in the north end of All Saints.    

THE IGNITE’ CAMPAIGN - A Unique Approach  
Next weekend will mark the official start of the Ignite! Campaign. All 80 parishes in the Diocese of Des 
Moines are participating in this milestone effort. We are in the second of three waves that are running 
throughout 2022. Below are answers to common campaign questions:  
How are suggested pledge amounts determined?   
Request amounts are based, in large part, on your previous generosity toward the Diocese of Des 
Moines, your history of parish support, and whether you participated in the planning study. Bishop 
Joensen’s goal is to challenge every family to make a meaningful gift. Please note, the suggested pledge 
amount is not an expectation. It is an invitation for each family to participate at a meaningful level. We 
will be grateful for any support you offer.  
How is the Annual Diocesan Appeal (ADA) different from this campaign? Will it continue?  
The Ignite! Campaign is a separate endeavor from the ADA. Just as a family would not stop buying 
groceries to put a new roof on their home, the ADA continues so we can provide for the day-to-day 
needs of our ministries. The campaign is an extraordinary effort to address extraordinary needs, such 
as a new roof. The ADA helps us live. The campaign is helping us build for the future.  

All Saints Goal: $150,000    
Parish Share: $75,000  
We will use funds from the campaign to replace the roof of the church and the parish hall.  
St. John’s Goal: $40,000    
Parish Share: $20,000  
St. John has designated these funds to update the parish hall and kitchen.  
  

Annual Diocesan Appeal Corner 
Each year, every member of our diocesan faith community is asked to participate in making a gift to 

support the work and ministry of Bishop Joensen through the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Each of the 81 

parishes in the Diocese of Des Moines has a goal that is calculated based on a formula of parish income 

and expenses. One of the largest expenses covered by the Diocesan appeal is for support of our priests. 

The Diocese pays 100 percent of the health care. The appeal also covers the priest’s retirement bene-

fits, expenses which are not absorbed by our parish. The appeal covers the formation of our deacons, 

and education of our seminarians as they study in their last years of Seminary. The ADA also covers 

administrative expense for the staff of the diocese who are dedicated to serving our parish in many 

ways. Bishop Joensen’ ministry, including housing, travel throughout the Diocese for meetings, special 

Masses, and confirmations are all supported by the ADA.  

A big thanks to everyone who has already participated in the Annual Diocesan Appeal for the financial year 

2022, and a friendly reminder and request to others that if God has blessed you, would you be kind enough to 

share a little of that God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission by supporting the ADA. 

Parish Goal - All Saints - $ 36,555 

Paid: $ 18,530 

Due: $ 18,025 

Parish Goal - St. John - $ 8,498 

Paid: $ 8,933 

St. John’s Family Picnic is on Sunday, August 7th at 5 p.m. at the Vogl park at 

1247 Fallow Avenue, Adair.  

Every one is invited to join our family picnic on Sunday, August 7th at 5 p.m. at 
the Vogl park at 1247 Fallow Ave., Adair. All meat and drinks will be provid-
ed. Please bring a covered dish to share and your place settings for your fami-
ly. The seminarians will be at the picnic as in the past, and it is a great way to 
meet our future priests in our Diocese. Looking forward to seeing everyone there.  



Financial Partnership           Financial Partnership  

Sunday, July 17           Sunday, July 17 

Tithing: $ 1702                Tithing: $ 385 

Children: $ 5                        Children: $ 8 

Missionary: $ 150                       

             Money counters (7/24/22)       

Money counters (7/26/22)            Paul Gettler and Andrew Richter  

Bill Clauson and Gina Ocheltree             Cody Moreland and Shannon Marso 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart       Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Saturday 7/23/22         
Greeters - Matt and Jen Dickson           

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Matt and Jen Dickson           

Lector - Jodi Bassett    

Commentator - Jodi Bassett   

Sunday 7/24/22 
Greeters - Nick and Tanya Boyle      

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Nick and Tanya Boyle     

Lectors - Angie McMahon    

Commentator - Angie McMahon 

Saturday 7/30/22         
Greeters - Knights of Columbus             

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Knights of Columbus          

Lector - Knights of Columbus   

Commentator - Knights of Columbus 

Sunday 7/31/22 
Greeters - Jeff and Nancy Johnson       

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Jeff and Nancy Johnson    

Lectors - Harriet Gulbranson   

Commentator - David Witkoski  

 

 
Christ our Life  September 24/25, 2022    
Wells Fargo Arena   Des Moines   Iowa 
A Catholic Conference for our searching souls with well known speakers. Let 
us utilize the opportunity to refresh our souls with some inspiring and enlight-
ening messages.    
 
Christ Our Life Conference will be September 24 and 25 at the Wells Fargo 

Arena. Many speakers are lined up for the conference weekend. Let me introduce you to one, Matt 
Fradd, a brilliant, witty and humorous Australian speaker, podcaster and author who is returning for 
the conference. Matt Fradd will be talking about two of his favorite subjects: Defending the Faith and 
Mother Mary. Matt is a super energetic speaker, great for all ages and connects well with the young of 
our church too. Matt was a very popular speaker at the 2018 Christ Our Life Conference. You can at-
tend the conference in person as part of the livestream. To learn more about the Conference visit: 
ChristOurLifeIowa.com 

Sunday 7/24/22 

Cross Bearer - Francis Hollinrake    

Altar servers - Addie Richter and Ruby Marso            

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Brian Richter   

Tra. Chalice - Cody and Elizabeth Moreland  

Sunday 7/31/22 

Cross Bearer - Cody Moreland    

Altar servers - Bailey and Hunter Lillard   

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Sr. Gloria   

Tra. Chalice - Les and Theresa Elgin   

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett  via call or text 

at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can 

also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started and to 

learn more about the Knights organization. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

