
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, August 14   Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time    

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center)   

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Dianne Dell, Ray Elsner, Tom Glenn, Lila Belden, Ann Vigon              

 

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



Father Tony’s Corner! 
In today’s gospel Jesus proclaims: ‘I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already 
blazing’. There is a vibrant urgency to these words that must have been apparent in his voice. What 
does he mean? Why is he so passionate about this? In the ancient Jewish world, fire was generally asso-
ciated with judgment. We usually associate judgment with punishment. Yet Christ himself said in the 
gospel of John that he did not come to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through 
him. So, what kind of judgment does Jesus bring? He brings the judgment of the Cross. He brings the 
judgment that God so loved the world that he gave his only Son for us. He brings the judgment that 
brought Saint Paul to exclaim that ‘he loved me and he gave himself for me’. So, when we really look at 
the crucifix we see the judgment of God. We see the horror of sin, and the infinitely greater love of God 
who came to die to set us free from sin and unite us to himself. Christ reaffirms this in today’s gospel 
when he says that there is a baptism with which he must be baptized, and that he is in anguish until it is 
accomplished. The Greek verb we translate as baptize is ‘baptizein’, which literally means to submerge. 
It refers to a difficult experience, and here Christ is referring to his suffering, death, and resurrec-
tion. Christ came, then, to set the earth on fire by his death and resurrection. That brought us into a 
new relationship with him, setting us free to truly love him and, in him, to truly love others. And he in-
vites us to share in that cruciform fire, to say with him: ‘I also have a mission to set the world on fire 
with freedom and love for God’. Nothing is more important than our friendship with Christ. Why is 
that? We simply cannot find the fulfillment we seek in life, except through living in communion with 
God. Before original sin, communion with God was automatic. But original sin shattered that commun-
ion. Sin, suffering, conflict, death, and frustration invaded the human family. But God himself came to 
our rescue. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to rebuild the bridge that original sin had broken. 
Through friendship with Jesus Christ, then, we can once again live in communion with God and 
achieve the happiness we were created for. That is why nothing is more important than our friendship 
with Christ. But being Christ’s friend means more than simply praying and receiving the sacraments - 
although those are essential. It also means following him. It means daily listening for his call 
and obeying it when it comes. That is the tough part. Because obeying Christ means going against the 
grain of this fallen world. It brings us into conflict with social trends, other people’s desires, and even 
of our own sin-struck nature. We should not go looking for these conflicts; we should look only 
to discover and carry out God’s plan. But Christ does not want us to be naive either. Being true to 
him will not always be easy. It can affect even our closest relationships - as Jesus makes clear in this 
Gospel passage. When he makes his will known, not even family ties should hold us back from follow-
ing him. In Christ’s mind, that is how much his friendship matters – it is worth sacrific-
ing everything for. Keeping this in mind is the only way we can avoid caving into frustration and dis-
couragement in the midst of life’s tribulations. Christ is reminding us today that life on earth is 
not meant to be smooth sailing all the time, that we will always have problems until we reach heaven. If 
we are faithful soldiers in Christ’s army, the Church, then we will feel the heat of battle. We should not 
be surprised when things do not work out as we planned. We should not be surprised when we run in-
to difficulties that appear to be irrational. We should not be surprised that our Father in Heaven does 
not spoil us by surrounding us with a bubble of perfect comfort. We are not created to be 
God’s collector’s items, perfectly polished and preserved; we are created to be his friends. And friend-
ship, in order to be real and in order to grow, has to weather storms. Keeping this in mind is the 
sure antidote to frustration and discouragement. Jesus wants us to choose that friendship above all oth-
er things, making it our treasure and our strongest desire. Today, when Jesus comes to us again in Ho-
ly Communion, let us give him the pleasure of renewing that choice, and promising to live it out during 
the week to come. 
 

 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated on Mon-
day, August 15th. Let us show our honor and devotion to our heaven-
ly mother by participating in the Holy Eucharist. Following is the 
Mass Schedule: -     
8. 30 a.m. at St. John, Adair on Monday, August 15th. 
6.00 p.m. at All Saints, Stuart on Monday, August 15th.  



School supplies for Adair-Casey Elementary  
Saint John’s is collecting school supplies for the 1st grade class at Adair-Casey 

Elementary. The list of needed supplies is at the entrance of the church. If you 

are able to help, you may purchase anything on the list or bring a cash dona-

tion. Cash can be given to Theresa Elgin or Elizabeth Moreland. Donations are 

accepted through August 14th. Thank you for helping to make each student suc-

cessful in the new school year!  

 

THE IGNITE’ CAMPAIGN - A Unique Approach  
Common Questions about the Ignite! Campaign  
  

If the parish does not reach their monetary goal, is it responsible for the difference?   
Parishes will not be assessed penalties if they do not reach their fundraising goal. The expectation is 
that parishes put forth a good faith effort to ensure the campaign is a success. 
 

All Saints Goal: $150,000    
Parish Share: $75,000  
We will use funds from the campaign to replace the roof of the church and the parish hall.  
St. John’s Goal: $40,000    
Parish Share: $20,000  
St. John has designated these funds to update the parish hall and kitchen.  
  

Annual Diocesan Appeal Corner 
Each year, every member of our diocesan faith community is asked to participate in making a gift to 

support the work and ministry of Bishop Joensen through the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Each of the 81 

parishes in the Diocese of Des Moines has a goal that is calculated based on a formula of parish income 

and expenses. One of the largest expenses covered by the Diocesan appeal is for support of our priests. 

The Diocese pays 100 percent of the health care. The appeal also covers the priest’s retirement bene-

fits, expenses which are not absorbed by our parish. The appeal covers the formation of our deacons, 

and education of our seminarians as they study in their last years of Seminary. The ADA also covers 

administrative expense for the staff of the diocese who are dedicated to serving our parish in many 

ways. Bishop Joensen’ ministry, including housing, travel throughout the Diocese for meetings, special 

Masses, and confirmations are all supported by the ADA.  

A big thanks to everyone who has already participated in the Annual Diocesan Appeal for the financial year 

2022, and a friendly reminder and request to others that if God has blessed you, would you be kind enough to 

share a little of that God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission by supporting the ADA. 

 

Parish Goal - All Saints - $ 36,555 

Paid: $ 18,900 

Due: $ 17,655 

Parish Goal - St. John - $ 8,498 

Paid: $ 9,933 

 

All are welcome to join Bishop William Joensen in a Eucharistic Procession 
on Sunday, August 28. Bishop Joensen will celebrate the 10:30am Mass at 
the Basilica of St. John in Des Moines, followed by a Eucharistic Procession 
to St. Ambrose Cathedral. After the procession, all are welcome to join us at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center across the street for light refreshments, fun, 
fellowship and games in the outdoor plaza.  

 



Financial Partnership           Financial Partnership  

Sunday, August 7           Sunday, August 7 

Tithing: $ 1751                Tithing: $ 1050 

Children: $ 9                        Children: $ 5                    

Building Fund: $ 630          Building Fund: $ 300 

             Money counters (8/14/22)       

Money counters (8/16/22)            Paul Gettler and Andrew Richter  

Dave Vigon and Cindy Boucher           Cody Moreland and Shannon Marso 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart       Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Saturday 8/13/22 

Greeters - Becky O’Brien and Jodi Bassett               

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Jodi Bassett and Mark Tisl           

Lector - Jodi Bassett  

Commentator - Roni Wilson   

Sunday 8/14/22 
Greeters - Jason and Jen Tigges         

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Jason and Jen Tigges      

Lector - Angie McMahon    

Commentator - Gary Riorden  

Saturday 8/20/22 

Greeters - David and Sharon Doud                

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - David and Sharon Doud          

Lector - Donna Donnelly   

Commentator - Sharon Doud   

Sunday 8/21/22 
Greeters - Bob and Donna Olson          

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Bob Olson and Neal Crawford       

Lector - Donna Olson 

Commentator - Donna Olson 

Christ our Life  September 24/25, 2022 Wells Fargo Arena Des Moines    

A Catholic Conference for our searching souls with well known speakers. Christ Our 
Life Conference will be September 24 and 25 at the Wells Fargo Arena. Many speakers 
are lined up for the conference weekend. Let me introduce you to one, Matt Fradd, a 
brilliant, witty and humorous Australian speaker, podcaster and author who is return-
ing for the conference. Matt Fradd will be talking about two of his favorite subjects: De-
fending the Faith and Mother Mary. Matt is a super energetic speaker, great for all ages 

and connects well with the young of our church too. Matt was a very popular speaker at the 2018 
Christ Our Life Conference. You can attend the conference in person as part of the livestream. To 
learn more about the Conference visit: ChristOurLifeIowa.com 

Lost and Found (All Saints) 
Can’t find something that you lost while being at the Church, the item could be in the 
Lost and Found section below the TV in the gathering space area at All Saints.  
 
Containers from the Funeral Luncheon (All Saints) 
The containers that you brought in your side dishes for the Funeral Luncheon are wait-
ing for you in the gathering space area at All Saints.    

Sunday 8/14/22 

Cross Bearer - Joe Fagan     

Altar servers - Henry Wanie and Bailey Lillard    

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Brian Richter    

Tra. Chalice - John and Kathy Fagan     

Sunday 8/21/22 

Cross Bearer - Carley Fagan     

Altar servers - Reece and Addi Richter   

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Julie Plowman    

Tra. Chalice - Matt and Monica Fagan 

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett  via call or text 

at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can 

also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started and to 

learn more about the Knights organization. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

