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Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass Schedule  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center) 

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass Schedule  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Deceased: Edward Donnelly, Lila Belden  

 

Sick: Matt Olson, Nash Clark 

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
Another Advent is upon us. Perhaps, good to ask why does the Church lead us along the same 
path every year, repeating the same seasons, even the same readings? Is it for lack 
of creativity and imagination? No, the Church is a wise, loving mother who knows her chil-

dren well, sincerely respects them, and is always leading them forward, never backward. The Church 
may often be demanding, but when she is, it is for our benefit, not our destruction. The word ‘advent’ 
comes from the Latin ‘ad-venire’, meaning to come to, to come towards. This season spotlights the 
three comings of Christ: the first, 2000 years ago; the last, sometime in the future; and the ongoing – 
Christ’s constant coming into our lives through his grace, his providence, and his sacraments. We live 
in the final age of human history, the age which will end in Christ’s second coming, the destruction of 
the cosmos as we know it, and the creation of a new heaven and earth - the full establishment of 
Christ’s Kingdom, as today’s readings described. We are already citizens of that Kingdom, because we 
are members of his Church. The Church gives us the season of Advent in order to remind us of this, 
and to give us a chance to check up on the quality of our citizenship. The passage we hear is part of 
a long conversation that Saint Matthew records in Chapters 24 and 25 of his Gospel. Up until this 
point in the conversation, Jesus has been explaining what the age of the Church, the period of history 
between his resurrection and his second coming will look like. He has explained to his Apostles that the 
age of the Church will be marked by both wonderful growth and also painful persecution. He has ex-
plained that Jerusalem, the epicenter of the Old Covenant, will be destroyed to make definitive way for 
the New Covenant. He has explained that the world itself will eventually be destroyed to make way for 
the new heaven and the new earth. And then, by referring to the example of Noah, he explains that alt-
hough these things definitely will happen, the Apostles cannot know when: ‘you do not know on which 
day your Lord will come’. Jesus spoke about what he knew - his explanations were not mere theories. 
And when the Apostles heard him, they recognized the ring of truth in his voice. Why does the 
Church remind us about them every year as Advent begins? God wants us to know that our time is 
limited, that our lives and history itself will come to an end. He wants us to know this, because he 
wants us to use our limited time wisely, living as true Christians. Jesus considers this lesson to be so 
important that he dedicates four separate parables to it before he finishes the conversation, driving the 
lesson home. Jesus knew how easily even the most faithful disciple can fall into the trap of thinking 
that this earthly life is the goal, and not merely the path. God has something to say to each one of us 
this Advent, but in order to hear it, we have to listen: we have to tune in. God has something he wants 
to do in each one of our lives this Advent, but in order for him to do it, we have to be willing to let him 
work: we have to work with him. None of us is a perfect follower of Christ. We are not perfect listen-
ers - we tend to let ourselves be distracted or seduced by other voices, more self-indulgent voices. We 
are not perfect co-workers of Christ - we tend to prefer the easier way, the pleasant contours of 
our comfort zones. Unless we make a fresh effort to hear Christ and to heed Christ, the special graces 
he has in store for us this Advent may never even get in the door. The best way to refresh that effort is 
to let the Holy Spirit cleanse, strengthen, and renew our minds and hearts in the sacrament of confes-
sion. One of the reasons we use purple vestments during the season of Advent is because purple is the 
color that symbolizes repentance, and Advent is a time when we all need to repent, to make a fresh 
start. Christmas is a time of joy - because Christ’s coming (all three of those comings, in fact) is the ul-
timate reason for Christian joy. This Advent is different from every other Advent that we have ever 
lived, ever. It is different because we are different. In the past year, we have changed. We have another 
year of life under our belts. Maybe it was a year full of successes, joys, and advances. Maybe it was a 
year full of failures and sins. Maybe it was a year of suffering and hardship. Whatever happened dur-
ing the past year, it has affected us. We have more experience, more knowledge, and, we hope, a little 
more wisdom and a deeper love for God and neighbor. As a result, when we turn our attention once 
again to Advent, to the three comings of Christ, we will see something new, something different. Jesus 
Christ is God. He is infinite beauty, power, goodness and truth. We can never know him completely. 
He is an inexhaustible treasury of greatness. Because of our life experience during the past year, we 
are now ready to discover new facets of this treasure, new levels of meaning, wisdom, strength and joy. 
God’s providence has been preparing us over this past year, so that we could now learn things about 
God and his plan of salvation that he could not show us before, because we were not ready. All three of 
those comings of Christ have the same purpose: to reestablish and deepen our friendship with God. He 
is looking forward making that happen, to deepening our friendship with him, in these coming weeks 
of Advent. 



Annual Diocesan Appeal Reminder for All Saints Parishioners!  

A big thanks to everyone who has already contributed to the Annual Diocesan Appeal, and a friendly 

reminder for others that if we do not pay off the appeal amount within the time frame, then the 

amount has to be paid from our operating account and it will affect our parish finances. May I appeal 

to you to share a little of the God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission. Thank you.   

 
Please Join for a Christmas Cantata at Stuart United Methodist Church on Sunday, 
December 11, 2022 at 4 p.m.  
All the proceeds from this Christmas Cantata will benefit Stuart Ministerial Associ-
ation. Stuart Ministerial Association needs funds to carry on its charitable works of 
bringing Christ’s presence to those in need. Looking forward to seeing you there 
and to be an instrument of the love and care of the Christ Child during this won-

           derful season.  
 
Grain Donation to the parish  
If you would like to make your contribution in terms of kind by donating grain to 
All Saints/St. John, please know that we will be able to accept your donation in     
kind. For more information, please contact the parish office.    

 

Our Art and Environment Team will be decorating the Church with beautiful poin-
settia plants for Christmas. If you would like to make a donation towards Christmas        
decoration, please put your donation in one of the envelops provided in the gathering 

space area at All Saints, and mark Christmas flowers.    
 

Don’t Miss your Tax Deduction  
A tax deduction is awaiting you for the year 2022, and you don’t want to miss it! 
Make a donation to All Saints or St. John Catholic Church before the 31st of Decem-
ber, and claim a tax deduction when you file your tax returns for the year 2022.     
 

Altar and Rosary Society Corner! The Two-Minute Homily - December 4, 2022 
In the last week, probably most of us met with family or friends to celebrate what 
for many is a favorite holiday, that of Thanksgiving. I’m sure it is beloved for many 
reasons: a chance to spend time with family before the rush of Christmas, or as 

their Christmas, when they can get together. Shopping sales that begin on Friday (before, really), the 
annual football games and the food are big draws. So, so much food. And yet for so many others, 
Thanksgiving signals the beginning of a season of sadness, of depression, of burdensome stress.  For 
those lacking a feeling of love and belonging, grieving a loved one, or suffering illness, family estrange-
ment, or financial difficulties, the holidays are a reminder of on-going struggles and misery. Isaiah de-
scribes for us how the spirit of the Lord serves as counselor and an equitable judge.  He shows us how 
natural opposites come together in peace and with commonality.  It serves as a reminder that the con-
flicts of life can be overcome and that eternal life will be glorious.  St. Paul twice uses the phrase 
‘endurance and encouragement;’ once relative to the Scriptures and again referring to God himself.  
St. Paul suggests that the Scriptures might generate in us hope, and that we would feel in harmony 
with one another, in turn and in unison, glorifying God. Focusing on the familiarity of the readings can 
bring a calm of hopefulness, which can lead to success of the spirit.  With ‘endurance and encourage-
ment’ perhaps we can all find uplifting spirit in the season.  
 

Altar & Rosary Society will be selling boxes of homemade Christmas candy and 
cookies after masses on December 17/18 at a rate of dollars $ 10/box. There is a sig-
nup sheet in the gathering space for those who can help provide goodies. Please 
bring your items to the church by 10:00 on Saturday, December 17. We will make 
up the boxes then. We have many great cooks so you know this will be wonderful.  

The Altar and Rosary ladies will be helping with Bingo at Community Care Center 
on Monday, 11/28 at 2:30 p.m. We provide quarters for their prizes, and we need $ 
20 dollars towards the prizes.    



Financial Partnership             Financial Partnership  

Sunday, November 20                       Sunday, November 20  

Tithing: $ 2543                                   Tithing: $ 493 

Children: $ 30                                    Children: $ 23            

Money counters (11/29/22)             Money counters (11/27/22)                   

Diane Messinger and Bill Clauson            P. Gettler, A. Richter, C. Moreland                  

                            Francis Hollinrake and Matt Fagan 

    

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart         

Saturday 11/26/22 

Greeters - Marvin and Janet Bassett                         

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Becky O’Brien and Jodi Bassett            

Lector - Jodi Bassett                

Commentator - Sharon Doud    

Cup minister - Jo Beaman  

Sunday 11/27/22   
Greeters - John and Harriet Gulbranson       

Altar servers - Lilly and Evelyn Barrett  

Ushers - John and Patrick Gulbranson  

Lector - Harriet Gulbranson 

Commentator - Harriet Gulbranson 

Cup minister - Diane Caufield  

Saturday 12/3/22 

Greeters - Wayne and Jan Gilman                          

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Wayne and Jan Gilman           

Lector - Donna Donnelly             

Commentator - Sharon Doud   

Cup minister - Jodi Bassett   

Sunday 12/4/22  
Greeters - Faith Formation        

Altar servers - Faith Formation  

Ushers - Faith Formation 

Lector - Faith Formation 

Commentator - Faith Formation 

Cup minister - Amy Doud  

 

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Sunday 11/27/22 

Cross Bearer - Cody Moreland   

Altar servers - Joe Fagan and Reece Richter      

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Barb Bachamn    

Tra. Chalice - Phyllis O’Brien  

Sunday 12/4/22 

Cross Bearer - Jovey Denney   

Altar servers - Luke Brincks and Bailey Lillard       

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Sister Gloria   

Tra. Chalice - John and Kathy Fagan   

The Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary s cele-
brated on Thursday, December 8th. It 
is a Holy Day of Obligation, meaning all 
Catholics are obligated to celebrate the 
feast by participating in the Holy Eu-
charist. This Feast is very special to us 
as it is the Patronal Feast Day of the 
United States of America. Following is 
the Mass Schedule: -   

Thursday, December 8 at 8.30 a.m. at St. John   
Thursday, December 8 at 6.00 p.m. at All Saints   
 

Advent Reconciliation Service 
The season of Advent focusses on the threefold com-
ing: His first coming over 2000 years ago; His last 
coming sometime in the future; and His ongoing com-
ing through His grace, His providence, and the sacra-
ments. All of the three comings of Christ are meant to 
reestablish and deepen our friendship with God. 
Christ is looking forward to make that happen, and 
let us do our part by a life of repentance and conver-
sion. Following is the schedule for the advent recon-

ciliation: -  
Sunday, December 11 at 11.30 a.m. at All Saints  
Sunday, December 11 at 4 p.m. at St. John  

         All Saints accepts  
             

   Automatic withdrawal/    
      online giving  

               
(credit/bank card accepted)  

Easy, convenient, and secure way of giving.  
Consider the advantages, and signup for automat-
ic withdrawal/online giving. Inspired, please con-
tact the parish office: 515-523-1943.       


