
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, December 11 Third Sunday of Advent   

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass Schedule  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center) 

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass Schedule  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Matt Olson, Phyllis O’Brien, Betty Ludwig, Joanne Tiernan, Bertha Fagan   

Deceased: Shirley Murphy  

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
Today the color of our vestments has changed. The priest does not wear purple or midnight 
blue but rose. It is a visual symbol that Christmas is closer. Just as the dark night sky begins 
to glow with a pale, rose-colored light as the sun starts to rise, so the color of 

our vestments goes from dark to light. The promise that God is at work in the world and in our lives, 
even when it does not look like it, is symbolized by the color of the vestments we wear today. We have 
set aside the dark purple and midnight blue of Advent, which symbolizes the darkness of night, the 
spiritual night that the world was stuck in before Christ’s coming. And we have put on rose-
colored vestments - the color of the horizon at the very start of a sunrise. The sun does not come up all 
of a sudden. It is a gradual, almost imperceptible brightening of the sky. It is gradual, but it is real, 
and it is irreversible. In our hearts the color should be changing too. For the first weeks of Advent, we 
have meditated on our need for God, our sinfulness, our helplessness in achieving the meaning and ful-
fillment that we long for. Today we switch gears. Without forgetting about our need for a Savior, 
we focus our attention more on that Savior himself. Christ came on the first Christmas in order to 
make his dream for this fallen world come true. And he wants to come again into our hearts this 
Christmas for the same reason, to make his dream for our lives come true. We are in the middle of Ad-
vent, joy is everywhere, and what are the first lines of today’s gospel? ‘From prison, John the Baptist 
heard of the works of Christ’. John the Baptist had given everything to God. He had left his home and 
his family. He lived in total poverty – we can get used to hearing that that he wore clothes made of 
camel’s hair and he ate locusts and wild honey but imagine what a camel’s hair shirt would feel like. 
John the Baptist had preached the Kingdom of God; he had given everything to prepare the way for 
Jesus. And what is his apparent reward? He is in prison. It seems that God is hidden from him. He 
hears about the miracles that Jesus is doing, and yet he remains in prison. He sends his friends to ask 
the most important question; everything hinges on this question. He asks Jesus: ‘Who are you’? And 
the answer that Jesus gives to John’s question can seem a bit cryptic. He does not say, of course I am 
the one who is to come. All your difficulties and sufferings are over. Instead, he says something rather 
strange – ‘Tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed’. Jesus is telling John, “You don’t have to understand everything. You’re not God. All I ask is 
that you listen and look at what I’ve done and continue to do in your life and in the lives of others.” We 
all have our John the Baptist moments, when nothing seems clear, when Christmas may seem far 
away. And in those moments, Jesus is telling us, ‘Look, and listen’. When Jesus came to earth, he met 
the blind, and gave them sight; the poor, and gave them hope; the lame, and gave them strength. He 
has begun the same work in us and is eager to continue it. We are blinded by ignorance and selfish-
ness, and he offers us light in the teachings of his Church. We are poor in virtue, and he fills us with 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit. We are lame, unable to pray as we should, to bear witness as we should, 
to love as we should, and he heals and strengthens us by nourishing us with his very self in 
the Eucharist. Jesus has a dream for each one of our lives, and he is coming to make that dream come 
true. We are the lucky ones; we know this. We know why Christ came 2000 years ago - to reveal God’s 
love, atone for our sins, and open the gates of heaven. And we know why he is coming again in our 
hearts this Christmas - to bring each one of us a new surge of grace, a new outpouring of 
his wisdom and strength that will help us understand and fulfill the dream he has for our lives. 
Christ’s influence on history is the same. He began the redemption two thousand years ago - that was 
the first blush of sunrise in the fallen, sin-darkened world. And ever since then his grace and salvation, 
his light and goodness, have been spreading throughout the world. Even today, the Church is still 
growing and expanding in every corner of the world. In spite of setbacks, human failings, persecution - 
the sun continues to rise. Catholicism is not just a religion with many believers around the world. 
True, it has beliefs and traditions, as other religions do. But it is much more than that. It is a real, or-
ganic, united community, with a structured backbone of authority in the bishops and the pope. That 
structure was established by Christ, has remained intact for two thousand years, and is guaranteed by 
God to last until the end of time - until the sun has fully risen. As Mary prepared the manger to receive 
the baby Jesus, let us make our hearts receptive to God’s new surge of grace, outpouring of 
his wisdom and strength.  



Annual Diocesan Appeal Reminder for All Saints Parishioners!  

A big thanks to everyone who has already contributed to the Annual Diocesan Appeal, and a friendly 

reminder for others that if we do not pay off the appeal amount within the time frame, then the 

amount has to be paid from our operating account and it will affect our parish finances. May I appeal 

to you to share a little of the God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission. Thank you.   

 

Grain Donation to the parish  
If you would like to make your contribution in terms of kind by donating grain to 
All Saints/St. John, please know that we will be able to accept your donation in     
kind. For more information, please contact the parish office.    

 

Our Art and Environment Team will be decorating the Church with beautiful poin-
settia plants for Christmas. If you would like to make a donation towards Christmas        
decoration, please put your donation in one of the envelops provided in the gathering 
space area at All Saints, and mark Christmas flowers.    
 

Don’t Miss your Tax Deduction  
A tax deduction is awaiting you for the year 2022, and you don’t want to miss it! 
Make a donation to All Saints or St. John Catholic Church before the 31st of Decem-
ber, and claim a tax deduction when you file your tax returns for the year 2022.     

 
 

The Two Minute Homily  December 18, 2022 
Joseph…Joseph faced quite a conundrum. His fiancée Mary, was with child, but 
not his.   What to do? The only right thing to do was to quietly divorce her. Surely, 
he still loved her, and must have been hurt by this revelation. How does a reasona-

ble person justify the explanation he would have received?  Being what we would call a ‘rules follow-
er,’ Joseph was reluctant to assume the paternity that wasn’t his, but his compassion wouldn’t allow 
him to subject Mary to the shame of the assumption of adultery. Thus, a private divorce was his intent. 
Then came the dream. In what we might perceive as a television cliff-hanger, the angel of the Lord ap-
peared to Joseph in a dream. The angel confirmed the conception through the Holy Spirit and ex-
plained the mystery as fulfilment of the prophecy that the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, to be 
named Emmanuel. Joseph was encouraged by the angel to wed Mary. Undoubtedly not fully aware of 
what his future would hold, Joseph did wed Mary and took her into his home. Such a loving and un-
selfish act that centuries later, solidifies our faith in mankind and in our redemption. 
 

Altar & Rosary Society will be selling boxes of homemade Christmas candy and 
cookies after masses on December 17/18 at a rate of dollars $ 10/box. There is a sig-
nup sheet in the gathering space for those who can help provide goodies. Please 
bring your items to the church by 10:00 on Saturday, December 17. We will make 
up the boxes then. We have many great cooks so you know this will be wonderful.  

 

LIVE NATIVITY  
All Saints’ 5th and 6th Grades in collaboration with Knights of Columbus will 
present a LIVE NATIVITY on Sunday, December 18th with FOUR SHOWS: 

 5 p.m.   5.30 p.m.    6 p.m.   6.30 p.m.  
Christmas Mass Schedule 

Jesus came into the world on the first Christmas as a little baby in Bethlehem, qui-
etly, gently, helplessly, entrusting himself to Mary’s care, and he comes to us in an 

ongoing manner in Holy Communion, quietly, gently, helplessly, entrusting himself to our care. Fol-
lowing is the Christmas Mass Schedule: -  
 

Saturday, December 24     Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas vigil)   
                                             4.00 p.m. at St. John 
                                  6.00 p.m. at All Saints   
          

Sunday, December 25        The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas day)   
                                             10.00 a.m. at All Saints   



Financial Partnership            Financial Partnership  

Sunday, December 4                       Sunday, December 4 

Tithing: $ 2107                                        Tithing: $ 562 

Children: $ 23                                       Children: $ 4 

Building Fund: $  980   

Money counters (12/13/22)            Money counters (12/11/22)                   

Bill Clauson and Diane Messinger           P. Gettler, A. Richter, C. Moreland                  

   Francis Hollinrake and Matt Fagan 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart         

Saturday 12/10/22 

Greeters - Donna Donnelly and Loretta Sloss                           

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Donna Donnelly and Loretta Sloss            

Lector - Roni Wilson               

Commentator - Roni Wilson   

Cup minister - Donna Donnelly   

Sunday 12/11/22  
Greeters - Mike and Diane Caufield         

Altar servers - Lilly and Evelyn Barrett  

Ushers - Dennis Van Pelt and Mike Caufield  

Lector - Bob Bird  

Commentator - Bob Bird  

Cup minister - Diane Caufield  

Saturday 12/17/22 

Greeters - Marty and Julie Doud  

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Marty and Julie Doud            

Lector - Mark Tisl             

Commentator - Sharon Doud  

Cup minister - Mark Tisl  

Sunday 12/18/22  
Greeters - Nate and Kari Smith  

Altar servers - Evelyn and Lilly Barrett  

Ushers - Nate and Kari Smith 

Lector - Angie McMahon  

Commentator - Angie McMahon 

Cup minister - Joyce Van Pelt  
 

Any Catholic men interested in joining the Knights of Columbus, contact Grand Knight Sean 

Bovinett via call or text at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can also visit 

kofc.org/joinus to get the process started and to learn more about the Knights organization. 

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Sunday 12/11/22 

Cross Bearer - Francis Hollinrake  

Altar servers - Carley and Belle Fagan        

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Theresa Elgin   

Tra. Chalice - Srs. of the Imm. Heart of Mary    

Sunday 12/18/22 

Cross Bearer - Carley Fagan  

Altar servers - Bailey Lillard and Ruby Marso         

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Brian Richter  

Tra. Chalice - Cody and Elizabeth Moreland  

 
Advent Reconciliation Service 
The season of Advent focusses on 
the threefold coming: His first com-
ing over 2000 years ago; His last 
coming sometime in the future; and 
His ongoing coming through His 
grace, His providence, and the sac-
raments. All of the three comings 
of Christ are meant to reestablish 
and deepen our friendship with 

God. Christ is looking forward to make that happen, and 
let us do our part by a life of repentance and conversion.  
 
Following is the schedule for the advent reconciliation: -  
 
Sunday, December 11 at 11.30 a.m. at All Saints  
Sunday, December 11 at 4 p.m. at St. John  

  All Saints accepts          
  Automatic withdrawal      

                             from Bank Account or     
          online giving through                
         credit card or bank card 

Easy, convenient, and secure way of giving.  
Consider the advantages, and signup for automat-
ic withdrawal/online giving. Inspired, please con-
tact the parish office: 515-523-1943.       

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

