
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent   

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass Schedule  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center) 

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 6.00 p.m. (Christmas Vigil) 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. (Christmas Day) 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass Schedule  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Saturday,    4. 00 p.m. (Christmas Vigil) 

Sunday   No Mass  

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Jude Marso, Jaya Fever, Matt Olson, Phyllis O’Brien, Betty Ludwig, Joanne 

Tiernan, Bertha Fagan   

Deceased: Shirley Murphy  

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
Christmas is so close we can touch it. The joy of Christ’s coming is already warming our 
hearts. But our Lord wants our hearts to get even warmer. Today he reveals to us three of his 
names. We have heard them before, but we need to think about them again. Names have pow-

er - and Christ’s names, when we really understand them, have enough power to bring our relation-
ship with God to a whole new level. Human parents are careful about naming their children. They 
want the name to mean something, to signify how important this new life is to them. God 
the Father was also careful about naming his Son. He did not leave it up to chance or to Mary and Jo-
seph’s creativity. He chose it himself and sent an angel to announce the choice to Mary and Joseph. In 
the Old Testament, God often changed people’s names, mostly when someone was given a special mis-
sion in salvation history - like Abram and Jacob.  When God changed their names to Abraham and 
Israel, the meaning of the name signified their role in God’s plan. But when the Father instructs Jo-
seph to call Mary’s son ‘Jesus’ even before he has been born, he shows that Jesus is not just another 
prophet. He shows that Jesus is his Son in an entirely unique way - so much so that God the Father has 
the right to choose his name from the very beginning of his human existence. And what does that name 
mean? In Hebrew, Jesus means ‘God saves’. This name reveals Christ’s mission. Unlike the Old Testa-
ment prophets, Jesus did not come to earth only to announce God’s plan of saving mankind from sin 
and evil; he came in order to enact that plan, to win that salvation. But another name is also revealed 
to us today: Emmanuel. This name was foretold by the prophet Isaiah, and Saint Matthew applies 
it explicitly to Jesus. ‘Emmanuel’ in Hebrew means, ‘God is with/among us’. The name ‘Jesus’ re-
ferred to Christ's mission, what he came to do. ‘Emmanuel’ refers to his identity, to who he is. But the 
two are closely related. ‘Jesus’ and ‘Emmanuel’ are names that only God could have given, but ‘Lord’ 
is a name that only we can give. ‘Lord’ comes from the Hebrew ‘Adonai’, used frequently in the Old 
Testament. It is a grammatical alteration of the word ‘adoni’, which referred to kings, owners of 
slaves, and heads of households - anyone who had authority over other persons (not just over things or 
animals), was called an ‘adoni’. But only God was called ‘Adonai’. Human authorities al-
ways receive their authority from somewhere - from their position in society, a higher authority, or a 
cultural tradition. But God does not receive his authority from anyone else. He is the ultimate 
source of all order, power, and greatness. He is, by his very nature, Adonai - Lord. When we call Jesus, 
‘Lord’, we are acknowledging that he is much more than just one of history’s great religious lead-
ers. We are expressing our conviction that he truly is Jesus, the Savior; that he truly 
is Emmanuel, God among us; and that he truly is worthy of our faith and our obedience. When we call 
Jesus, ‘Lord’, therefore, we are making a decision, we are expressing committing ourselves to follow 
and obey him. God cannot call himself Lord, because he cannot submit himself to himself. Only we can 
use this name to refer to Jesus, because only we can freely choose to submit to his authority, to be his 
followers, to be Christians. The only reason that Jesus is capable of winning salvation for the human 
race is precisely because he is both true man and true God. Original sin had cut off the human race 
from God’s friendship. It had made the human race into a slave of the devil. Adam and Eve had 
freely disobeyed God and obeyed the devil, and so they put themselves and all their descendants (that 
is us) under the devil’s influence. This was the origin of evil in the world. We could not climb back up 
to God’s level on our own - it was out of our reach. In order to reestablish friendship with God, we 
needed God himself to take the initiative. We needed a Savior who could bring God and the human 
family back together. Jesus is that Savior. He brings God and humanity back together in his own per-
son. He has God for his Father, so he is fully divine; and he has Mary for his mother, so he is fully hu-
man. And so, because he is ‘Emmanuel’ (God among us) he can also be ‘Jesus’ (God saves). God be-
coming man in order to save the fallen human race is the greatest story ever told, more fantastic than 
the wildest fairy tales - and yet, as true as the air we are breathing. This is the real meaning of Christ-
mas. Jesus, Emmanuel, comes to us constantly in Holy Communion. Let us renew our faith and trust 
in him by calling him ‘Lord’ and in the few days remaining before Christmas, let us keep all three of 
these names on our lips and in our hearts, as true lovers always do. 
 
 



Annual Diocesan Appeal Reminder for All Saints Parishioners!  
A big thanks to everyone who has already contributed to the Annual Diocesan Appeal, and a friendly 
reminder for others that if we do not pay off the appeal amount within the time frame, then the 
amount has to be paid from our operating account and it will affect our parish finances. May I appeal 
to you to share a little of the God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission. Thank you.   

Grain Donation to the parish  
If you would like to make your contribution in terms of kind by donating grain to 
All Saints/St. John, please know that we will be able to accept your donation in     
kind. For more information, please contact the parish office.    
 

Don’t Miss your Tax Deduction  
A tax deduction is awaiting you for the year 2022, and you don’t want to miss it! 
Make a donation to All Saints or St. John Catholic Church before the 31st of Decem-
ber, and claim a tax deduction when you file your tax returns for the year 2022.     
 

Four Gospels address the birth of Christ; Matthew, two from Luke, and John.  Pre-
sumably, the best known and most liked of the four is the first of Luke, usually read 
at Midnight, where the angels proclaim Jesus’ birth.  Okay, it’s my favorite.  But 
it’s truly only one part of the story of Jesus’ birth. Matthew shares the genealogy of 
Jesus’ ancestry…all 42 generations.  Most of us don’t care to go back more than 

four or five generations in our own family tree; why must we know so much of Jesus?  We aren’t going 
to learn all the names, although we will recognize some of them.  Familiarly, we know Jesus is the son 
of Mary and Joseph, and Joseph is from the house of David, and he from the root of Jesse.  Jesse is a 
descendent of Abraham.  Jesus directly descends from Abraham.  It starts to make sense. In Luke’s 
first Gospel, he describes how Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem for the census and how Mary 
gave birth in the stable.  And the angels proclaimed the great joy of the birth to the shepherds, saying 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rest.” Luke’s second Gos-
pel, the shepherds made their way to Bethlehem to see what had been told to them by the angel and to 
witness this to those they encountered, praising and glorifying God. Finally, John provides a more the-
ological testimony, not even mentioning the birth of Jesus, but emphasizing what was to come for hu-
manity, by His true light. If you are only familiar with one of this week’s Gospels, take some time to 
read the others. It might influence your thoughts on the Nativity. 
 

Altar & Rosary Society will be selling boxes of homemade Christmas candy and 
cookies after masses on December 17/18 at a rate of dollars $ 10/box. There is a sig-
nup sheet in the gathering space for those who can help provide goodies.   

 
   LIVE NATIVITY  

 

Improved technology, remain in your car and tune into station 106.1   
 

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, All Saints’ 5th and 6th Grades will pre-
sent a LIVE NATIVITY on Sunday, December 18th with FOUR SHOWS: - 
  

  5 p.m.   5.30 p.m.    6 p.m.   6.30 p.m.  
 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Jesus came into the world on the first Christmas as a little baby in Bethlehem, quietly, gently, helpless-
ly, entrusting himself to Mary’s care, and he comes to us in an ongoing manner in Holy Communion, 
quietly, gently, helplessly, entrusting himself to our care. Following is the Christmas Mass Schedule: -  
 

Saturday, December 24     Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Vigil)   
                                             4.00 p.m. at St. John 
                                  6.00 p.m. at All Saints   
          

Sunday, December 25        The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day)   
                                             10.00 a.m. at All Saints   



Financial Partnership            Financial Partnership  

Sunday, December 11                       Sunday, December 11 

Tithing: $ 2302                                    Tithing: $ 660 

Children: $ 12                                         Children: $ 15 

Money counters (12/20/22)            Money counters (12/18/22)                   

Cindy Boucher and Dave Vigon            P. Gettler, A. Richter, C. Moreland, Francis Holl-

              inrake and Matt Fagan 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart         

Saturday 12/17/22 

Greeters - Marty and Julie Doud  

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Marty and Julie Doud            

Lector - Mark Tisl             

Commentator - Sharon Doud  

Cup minister - Mark Tisl  

Sunday 12/18/22  
Greeters - Nate and Kari Smith  

Altar servers - Evelyn and Lilly Barrett  

Ushers - Nate and Kari Smith 

Lector - Angie McMahon  

Commentator - Angie McMahon 

Cup minister - Joyce Van Pelt  

Christmas Vigil 12/24/22 
Altar servers - Zoey and Bailey Dickson   

Ushers - Tom and Jackson Doud  

Lector - Amy Doud   

Commentator - needed  

Euch. mins. - Amy Doud/Mark and Kari Tisl  

Christmas Day 12/25/22 

Altar servers - needed   

Ushers - Mike Caufield and Bob Olson   

Lector - Roni Wilson   

Commentator - Donna Olson  

Euch. mins. - Diane Caufield   

 

 

 

 

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Sunday 12/18/22 

Cross Bearer - Carley Fagan  

Altar servers - Bailey Lillard and Ruby Marso         

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Brian Richter  

Tra. Chalice - Cody and Elizabeth Moreland  

Christmas Vigil 12/24/22 

Cross Bearer - John Fagan  

Altar servers - Joe and Belle Fagan        

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Julie Plowman  

Tra. Chalice - Francis and Deb Hollinrake  

  All Saints accepts          
  Automatic withdrawal      

                             from Bank Account or     
          online giving through                
         credit card or bank card 

Easy, convenient, and secure way of giving.  
Consider the advantages, and signup for automat-
ic withdrawal/online giving. Inspired, please con-
tact the parish office: 515-523-1943.       

Father Antony Mathew and the staff wish each member of our 
parish family a Merry Christmas. May the Christ Child, who 
came as a Baby in Bethlehem, quietly, gently, helplessly en-
trusting himself to Mary’s care draw us closer to himself and 
make us his instruments to our families, to our communities 
and to our world at large.  
It is also an appropriate time to recognize the ministries of 

those who make our parish family a unique one; and our cele-

bration of the Holy Eucharist a profound experience for those 

who gather to worship and praise God week after week. I 

want to thank all those who devote so much of their time, en-

ergy and life for the parish family day after day, and thereby 

bringing immeasurable blessings to all of us. Thanks to our 

wonderful pastoral team: Rev. Antony Mathew, Wilma Ernes-

ti, Jill Gerling, Barb Boss, and Christina Boss for their com-

mitment, sacrifice, and selfless giving to our parish family. We 

express our gratitude to the pastoral council; the finance coun-

cil at All Saints and St. John; the religious formation team at All 

Saints and St. John; catechists/substitutes, catechist aids/adult study 

group); Liturgy Ministry Team (special thanks to Joyce Van Pelt, 

and Les Elgin, sacristans, extra-ordinary ministers of the Holy Eu-

charist, lectors, greeters, ushers, altar servers, and art and environ-

ment team); Music Ministry Team (organist/pianist/cantors); the 

Social Ministry Team (parish social gathering ministry, bereave-

ment ministry, Altar and Rosary Society; Knights of Columbus; St. 

John’s Family; maintenance ministry at All Saints and St. John; 

money counters at All Saints and St. John, and all the others who 

have a role in making a difference in our parish family.   


