
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, January 1   

The Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God  

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass Schedule  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center) 

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4. 30 p.m.  

Sunday 10.00 a.m.  

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass Schedule  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m.  

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Phil Fagan, Jaya Fever, Matt Olson, Phyllis O’Brien, Betty Ludwig, Joanne 

Tiernan, Bertha Fagan   

Deceased: Virgil Rosonke, Colleen Tiernan Otto, Michael Askren, Pat Schaeffer, 

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



Father Tony’s Corner! 
Eight days have passed since we celebrated Christ’s birth on Christmas. Most of the world has already 
left the message of Christmas far behind. But the Church, in its wisdom, has been spending these days 
in unceasing celebration and contemplation of this most astonishing event in the entire history of the 
human family. And the liturgy will continue doing so all the way through the feast of Epiphany. Unfor-
tunately, there are fewer people here at Mass with us today than there were on Christmas Eve. Maybe 
the noise of New Year’s Day has distracted them from the true meaning of every year and every day. 
That is all right - we are here to pray for them, to take their place beside the manger, so Jesus and 
Mary do not have to celebrate New Year’s Day all alone. In fact, another New Year’s Day would 
have little meaning if Christ had never been born to give us hope and guidance. One way 
to activate that hope and make use of that guidance is by following in the Shepherds’ footsteps. Saint 
Luke paints a beautiful picture of those poor, hardworking shepherds making their way to the stable 
cave at Bethlehem. Only Mary could have told him about it. And when she told him, she chose her 
words carefully, to make the full meaning come out. And so, the three verbs that describe the shep-
herds’ actions are not mere coincidence - they are the inspired pattern of how every Christian 
should live out the message of Christmas. First, Saint Luke tells us that the shepherds ‘went in haste’ 
to find Christ, to seek him out in the midst of his family, the Church, here represented by Mary and 
Joseph. They were eager to meet the Savior, to spend time with him, to get to know him, to receive his 
blessing. That is why Jesus came to earth in the first place - so that we could more easily find him. The 
history of humanity is the history of a people lost in darkness and searching for meaning, forgiveness, 
grace, and light. Jesus is the source of all those things. He is our salvation. That is the significance of 
the name ‘Jesus’, which means ‘God saves’. The Jews traditionally had their boy children circumcised 
on the eighth day after their birth. During the ceremony, the child would also be given his name. Saint 
Luke tells us that Joseph and Mary followed this tradition with Jesus. Circumcision was the sign 
of God’s covenant with ancient Israel, and the most important thing about that covenant was 
God’s promise to send a Savior. Receiving one’s name at the same time that the boy 
was circumcised was a symbolic way of emphasizing that the boy’s life, his very identity, was now tied 
up with that promise. And performing the ceremony on the eighth day was also significant. God 
had created the universe in seven days. But that creation was wrecked by original sin. The eighth day 
is a symbol of the redemption - the first day of the new creation in Christ. God’s promise of blessing, 
our true identity, redemption and everlasting life - this is what Christ comes to give us, this is why we, 
like the shepherds, should be eager to go and look for Christ, to ‘make haste’ to find him each day in 
prayer, the Bible, and the sacraments. Second, the shepherds ‘made known the message that had been 
told them’. The news the angels announced to them was too good to keep to themselves. They felt a 
need to share it, to tell others about the Savior. That is always a sign of an authentic encounter with 
God. When we truly experience Christ, even just a little bit, something similar happens. Our hearts 
automatically overflow with a desire to share that experience. And if we do not feel that desire, it prob-
ably means that our friendship with Christ needs some maintenance. Being committed Christians does 
not make us immune to temptation. If we are not careful, we can fall into routine. We can come to 
Mass, say our prayers, keep up appearances - but underneath it all, we can be falling into spiritual me-
diocrity. The third verb that Mary used to describe this scene to Saint Luke is a double verb. Saint 
Luke tells us that after the shepherds made haste to come and see Jesus, and after they told their 
amazing story to everyone who would listen, they ‘returned glorifying and praising God’. When 
we seek Christ and share Christ, he fills our hearts with a deep, inner joy. The shepherds were 
so full of this joy that they could not hold it in. Materially and economically, nothing had changed. And 
if we follow in the shepherds’ footsteps this year, actively seeking Christ in prayer, the Bible, and the 
sacraments, and bringing Christ’s grace and presence to those around us, we too will experience 
the true joy of Christmas - all year round. The shepherds are models for every Christian. 
They clarify what is most important in life: seeking Christ, sharing Christ, and rejoicing in Christ. But 
life for the shepherds did not end on Christmas. They had to return to the humdrum of the daily grind. 
Mary, whose motherhood we remember in a special way today, gives us the secret. Mary did not let 
life’s hustle and bustle drown out the beauty and wonder of Christmas. Saint Luke tells us that 
‘Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart’. God did not tell Mary his entire plan. 
We know much more than she did about how everything was going to work out. She had to walk in the 
dim light of faith, one step at a time, trusting in God, witnessing his action, and seconding it whenever 
she could. But she paid attention. She pondered in her heart all of God’s gifts to her, all of his words 
and deeds.  



Our New Offering Envelops (2023) are delayed again this year. We will hand them 
out to you as soon as they arrive. Meanwhile, please continue to use LOOSE 
CHECKS/CASH. You can also set up for automatic withdrawal from your bank 
account or you can set up for online giving using your bank card/credit card. 
Thank you for being a wonderful blessing to us.      
 

Annual Diocesan Appeal Reminder for All Saints Parishioners!  
A big thanks to everyone who has already contributed to the Annual Diocesan Appeal, and a friendly 
reminder for others that if we do not pay off the appeal amount within the time frame, then the 
amount has to be paid from our operating account and it will affect our parish finances. May I appeal 
to you to share a little of the God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission. Thank you.   
 

As we step back from our duties as funeral luncheon coordinators, we would like to 
thank the members of the altar and rosary and other members of the parish who 
were so willing to help with funeral luncheons (and other luncheons) that were 
served at All Saints. Your efforts to help made our job much easier. You are all 
much appreciated. Thank you. Jan and Wayne Gilman/Harriet and John Gulbran-
son.    
 

Grain Donation to the parish  
If you would like to make your contribution in terms of kind by donating grain to 
All Saints/St. John, please know that we will be able to accept your donation in     
kind. For more information, please contact the parish office.    
 

 
The story of the Magi in next week’s gospel is hardly an unfamiliar one. In fact, it is 
the very basis of the Nativity. Simple Nativity scenes can be as simple as Joseph, 
Mary and Jesus surrounded by a stable. Most include the farm animals one would 
expect in a stable, three kings and an angel. Just as important to the story, but never 
in a nativity scene, is Herod, who was king from 37 to 4 BC. Herod is portrayed as a 
leader known for construction projects in Judea. But in truth, Herod committed a 

form of genocide by having killed all males under the age of two years so as to retain his kingship. In 
his aim to eliminate the baby Jesus, already identified as the “newborn king of the Jews”, Herod asked 
the Magi to find the baby and to return to him with knowledge of the baby’s location, so that he could 
also seek the newborn to “do him homage.” But as we know, Herod’s true plan was to do Jesus harm, 
not homage. In current times, it can be difficult to know who to trust and believe, despite modern con-
veniences and technology. In the days of Jesus, word would have traveled slowly, and in fact, the Magi 
were warned in a dream to not return to Herod and to take a different route back home. How trusting 
would the Magi have been to follow the admonition of a dream? We can only guess how Herod would 
have interpreted the Magi not reporting back as requested, but he was doubtless unhappy. We should 
rejoice in that same fact, as Herod’s inability to kill the baby allowed him to become our Savior. Now 
that’s an Epiphany! 

 

 

Father Antony Mathew wants to thank everyone for the manifold expressions of 
love, thoughtfulness, and appreciation extended to him during the Christmas season 
through cards, presents and gifts. He is really blessed to be part of everyone’s life, 
and family through his priesthood and ministry here. Please know that he remem-
bers everyone in his prayers. May the Christ Child bless us, our families, and our 
loved ones with peace, joy and abundant blessings as we continue our journey into 
the New Year.  

 

Father Antony Mathew and the staff wish each and every member of our parish family a 
Happy and Blessed New Year. May the New Year bring us closer to our Divine Family, to 
our own family, and to our parish family; so that we can praise God for His love, mercy, and 
abundant blessings, and become his instruments in reaching out to one another in love and 
charity.  



Financial Partnership            Financial Partnership  

Sunday, December 25                             Sunday, December 25 

Tithing: $ 5829                                      Tithing: $ 4116 

Children: $ 42                                   Children: $ 27 

Money counters (1/3/23)            Money counters (1/1/23)                   

Cindy Boucher and Dave Vigon              P. Gettler, A. Richter, C. Moreland, Francis Holl-

              inrake and Matt Fagan 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart         

Mary, Mother of God Vigil 12/31/22 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Becky O’Brien and Diane Messinger 

Ushers - Becky O’Brien and Diane Messinger    

Lector - Roni Wilson   

Commentator - Sharon Doud   

Euch. min. - Jodi Bassett   

Mary, Mother of God  1/1/23 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters Donna and Bob Olson  

Ushers - Mike Caufield and Bob Olson   

Lector - Donna Olson    

Commentator - Donna Olson  

Euch. min. - Diane Caufield   

Saturday  1/7/23 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Mark and Kari Tisl   

Ushers - Mark and Kari Tisl  

Lector - Mark Tisl     

Commentator - Sharon Doud    

Euch. min. - Jodi Bassett    

Sunday 1/8/23 
 

Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Tom and Amy Doud   

Ushers - Tom and Amy Doud   

Lector - Dave Witkowski     

Commentator - Dave Witkowski  

Euch. min. - Amy Doud    

 

 

 

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Mary, Mother of God  1/1/23 
Cross Bearer - Joe Fagan  

Altar servers - Ruby Marso and Addi Richter         

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Barb Bachman   

Euch. min. - Les Elgin  

Tra. Chalice - John and Adella Vogl   

Sunday 1/8/23 
Cross Bearer - Francis Hollinrake   

Altar servers - Reece Richter and Luke Brincks         

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Theresa Elgin    

Euch. min. - Matt Fagan  

Tra. Chalice - Phyllis O’Brien    

  All Saints accepts          
  Automatic withdrawal      

                             from Bank Account or     
          online giving through                
         credit card or bank card 

Easy, convenient, and secure way of giving.  
Consider the advantages, and signup for automat-
ic withdrawal/online giving. Inspired, please con-
tact the parish office: 515-523-1943.       

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or text 

at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can 

also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started and to 

learn more about the Knights organization. 

 

As we journey on into the New Year, let 
us pray without ceasing that God may 
bring us closer to him and to one anoth-
er. May we praise Him for His love, mer-
cy, and abundant blessings with little 
more passion each day and may we able 
to reach out to our extended family (the 
world) in love and charity. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

