
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, January 29 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass Schedule  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center) 

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4. 30 p.m.  

Sunday 10.00 a.m.  

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass Schedule  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m.  

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Dan Hilgers, Jill Gerling, Mary Lonsdale, Jaya Fever, Matt Olson, Joanne 

Tiernan, Bertha Fagan   

Deceased: Mary Lonsdale, Cleon Klemish, Maxine Hagen, Virgil Rosonke, Colleen 

                     Tiernan Otto, Pat Schaeffer                            

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
We listen to the beginning of Jesus’ first homily. In those few verses, he sums up all his teach-
ing on how to live life to the full. The Beatitudes, as that list of statements is called, are as fun-
damental for Christ’s teaching as the Ten Commandments were for Moses’ teaching. Each 

one of the eight Beatitudes is phrased in the same way, a very curious way. First Jesus says, ‘Blessed 
are...’ and then he names a specific type of suffering. The first thing to note in this construction is the 
word ‘blessed’. This is one of the most important words in the Bible. It is always used to refer to 
the fullness of life that comes only to those who follow God. The Greek word used for it in the New 
Testament is ‘makarios’. That word comes from the name of an island that the ancient Greeks consid-
ered to be a perfect paradise. The people who lived on that island were completely self-sufficient. They 
had no need to depend on outside sources for their prosperity, since the island was so perfectly situat-
ed and endowed. And this is the impression that the word ‘blessed’ should give us: the kind of happi-
ness that is so strong and stable that not even the storms and sufferings of life in the world can shake 
it; the deep, interior sense of joy and meaning that we all long to experience, because we are made to 
experience. But the amazing thing about these Beatitudes, the ones Jesus teaches, is where they say 
this perfect blessedness can be found. They say that we can experience it on earth - each time, Jesus 
says, ‘blessed ARE...’ But that experience can only come if our hearts are set on heaven, on Christ’s 
Kingdom, on friendship with God. If we want anything else more than that - food, wealth, fame, com-
fort, power, praise - if we set our hearts on those things, we will not experience the blessedness that 
Christ wants to give us. But as soon as we accept the hard reality that earth will never be heaven, that 
nothing on earth can fulfill our heart’s desire completely, that we will always experience limitations 
like hunger, humiliation, sorrow, temptation, and injustice - in other words, as soon as we accept fully 
that this life is a journey to a fuller life, then we will begin to experience that fuller life, in part, even 
here and now, along the journey. And this is exactly what we mean by the Christian virtue of hope: 
the assurance that if we stay united to Christ here on earth, we will experience fulfillment, blessedness, 
more and more, until we are filled completely in heaven. Now that we have a clearer idea of what 
Christian hope really is, we can understand how crucial it is for us to develop this virtue. Since all of 
us desire fulfillment more than we desire anything else – that is how God made us - if we are not seek-
ing it in the right place, we cannot help seeking it in the wrong place. But if we look for blessedness in 
the wrong place, our lives will fall apart, sooner or later. Hope is our compass: if we do not use it, we 
will get lost, fall off a cliff, get eaten by wild animals, or starve to death - spiritually speaking. Hope is 
our anchor: without it, we will be tossed into the rocks by life’s storms and end up shipwrecked. Hope 
is like magnetism.  We are like a piece of metal, and the magnet is blessedness, which is God, the 
source of all blessings. The better we know and follow Christ, our magnet, the more fully we experi-
ence life as he created it to be experienced. What can we do to grow in this life-changing virtue? 
The whole Bible is an answer to this question. All the teachings of the Church are an answer to this 
question. The entire life of a Christian is really an exercise of the virtue of hope. And the more 
we exercise it, the more it grows. We exercise hope when we follow the commandments. This exercises 
hope, because it usually involves renouncing a desire for gratification now in order to continue for-
ward on the path that leads to true gratification later, the path of following Christ. The virtue of hope 
shouts in our conscience: ‘Blessedness comes from closeness to God, not from earthly goods’. When 
we listen to that voice, doing the right thing even when it hurts, we are exercising hope. We also exer-
cise hope when we take our spiritual life seriously. When we try to learn to pray better, to study our 
faith, to live the sacraments more and more deeply - all of this exercises the virtue of hope, because it 
takes effort, and the results do not always come right away; it is a long-term investment. The Church 
reminds us of one of the most precious gifts that we received at our baptism: the virtue of hope. When 
Jesus comes to us again in Holy Communion, he will nourish that virtue, as sunlight nourishes a garden. 
When he does, let us talk to him about what we can do this week, on our part, to help that virtue grow, 
to tend to the garden of our soul. 
 



Our New Offering Envelops (2023) are delayed this year. We will hand them out 
to you as soon as they arrive. Meanwhile, please continue to use LOOSE 
CHECKS/CASH. You can also set up for automatic withdrawal from your bank 
account or you can set up for online giving using your bank card/credit card. 
Thank you for being a wonderful blessing to us.      
 

 

Annual Diocesan Appeal Reminder for All Saints Parishioners!  
54 families of All Saints have contributed $ 28, 012 dollars towards our goal of $ 36, 555, and we are 
short of our goal by $ 8, 543 dollars. If the remaining balance is not paid off, then it has to be paid from 
our operating account. And it will adversely impact our parish finances. May I ask you to share a little 
more of your blessing to spread God’s kingdom. 
  

 
The Two-Minute Homily by Jodi Bassett (1/29/23) 
Saint Paul explains to the Corinthians how God chose those whom the earth con-
siders lesser to shame those often perceived to be wise, strong, and “something.”  
It is easy to categorize our population; to identify those like ourselves, and those 
unlike ourselves.  Do we put ourselves on a pedestal, buffing our nails on our la-

pels, and thinking how much we aren’t like “them?”  Or do we long to be like the rich, the accom-
plished, the highly respected?  Neither is likely to be advantageous to ourselves or to others. A familiar 
lament says, “There but for the grace of God go I,” suggesting that God has favored one over others.  
Several chapters later in Corinthians (15:10) is a verse, similar, but significantly different:  “But by 
God’s grace I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been ineffective.”  That sounds a lot like God 
making us as was his choice, for his purpose, for our benefit, and something about which to boast. 
 

A Vincentian Parish Mission led by Rev. Robert Gielow, C.M. at All Saints 
(Monday, March 13, Tuesday, March 14 and Wednesday, March 15 at 6.30 p.m.)  
A Parish Mission is special time in a parish community when the community gath-
ers together to gain further insight into a faith filled life. It is a time for grace and 
renewal of the parish through services and talks filled with stories, examples and 
meaning. The Mission Service will be centered around the Eucharist as it is at the 
core of the parish mission experience, which is to reconnect people to their faith 

and celebrate the communal dimension of what it means to be Catholic. The mission talks will occur 
during the Mass at the normal time of the homily with the entire service lasting no longer than an 
hour. The talks will be based on the selected mission theme and will be presented in such fashion to be 
beneficial, informative and understandable for all parishioners young and old.  

 

Catholic Social Ministry Gathering (January 28-January 31, 2023) 
This central gathering of Catholic social ministry leaders in the U.S. annually 
brings together hundreds of participants whose faith inspires them to respond 
to pressing current domestic and global challenges. This year’s theme, “Blessed 
are the Peacemakers” (Mt. 5:9), recognizes the call to heal in a world broken by 
conflict, division, and inequality. Inspired by Jesus’ example and the Eucharist, 
we must encounter, listen, accompany, and work together to build peace. 

 
 
Special Collection - The Diocesan Solidarity Fund (January 28/29, 2023). 
The period between the Christmas and Lenten Seasons includes a weekend desig-
nated for a special collection benefitting the new Parish Solidarity Fund. Our Dio-
cese has a long and rich history of responding in solidarity to the needs of missions 
throughout the world and to needs arising closer to home caused by natural disas-
ters. This newly established fund will help the Diocese of Des Moines, in partner-

ship with Catholic Charities, respond to the immediate needs in our community in the aftermath of any 
unfortunate disaster-related event. This fund strives to meet critical needs in our local and at times, 
global communities, regardless of religious, social or economic backgrounds.  
 



Financial Partnership            Financial Partnership  

Sunday, January 22, 2023                            Sunday, January 22, 2023 

Tithing: $ 1384                                           Tithing: $ 720 

Children: $ 38                                      Children: $ 10 

Money counters (1/31/23)            Money counters (1/29/23)                   

Cindy Boucher and Dave Vigon                P. Gettler, A. Richter, C. Moreland, Francis Holl-

              inrake and Matt Fagan 

 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart         

Saturday  1/28/23 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Matt and Jen Dickson  

Ushers - Matt and Jen Dickson 

Lector - Roni Wilson  

Commentator - Roni Wilson  

Euch. min. - Mark Tisl  

Sunday 1/29/23 
 

Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Knights of Columbus  

Ushers - Knights of Columbus 

Lector - Knights of Columbus 

Commentator - Knights of Columbus 

Euch. min. - Amy Doud  

Saturday  2/4/23 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Marvin and Janet Bassett  

Ushers - Jodi Bassett and Diane Messinger  

Lector - Jodi Bassett  

Commentator - Sharon Doud  

Euch. min. - Jodi Bassett  

Sunday  2/5/23 
 

Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Neal and Symantha Crawford  

Ushers - Neal and Symantha Crawford  

Lector - Dave Witkoski  

Commentator - Dave Witkoski  

Euch. min. - Amy Doud  

 

 

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Sunday 1/29/23 
Cross Bearer - Carley Fagan  

Altar servers - Belle Fagan and Hunter Lilllard           

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Sr. Gloria  

Euch. min. - Sr. Nesta  

Tra. Chalice - Srs. of the Imm. Heart of Mary   

Sunday 2/5/23 
Cross Bearer - Belle Fagan 

Altar servers - Joe Fagan and Reece Richter           

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Barb Bachman  

Euch. min. - Les Elgin  

Tra. Chalice - Cody and Elizabeth Moreland  

  All Saints accepts          
  Automatic withdrawal      

                             from Bank Account or     
          online giving through                
         credit card or bank card 

Easy, convenient, and secure way of giving.  
Consider the advantages, and signup for automat-
ic withdrawal/online giving. Inspired, please con-
tact the parish office: 515-523-1943.       

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or text 

at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can also 

visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started and to learn 

more about the Knights organization. 

 
Thanks to All Saints’ Council of 
Knights of Columbus for organizing 
the day of prayer on Sunday, Janu-
ary 22nd and creating an awareness 
about the sacredness of human life 
and our call to protect it from the 

moment of conception until the end in natural death.  
 
You are invited to join All Saints’ 
Council of Knights of Columbus for 
Coffee and Rolls after Mass on Sun-
day, January 29th.  We will see you all 
there.   

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

