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Ignatian Year and Laudato Si’ 
I. Ignatian Year 

“This year we commemorate the 500th Anniversary of St. Ignatius’ Conversion to a life in the Spirit. The 
Society of Jesus and many in the Ignatian Family are observing this time as an Ignatian Year – 
#Ignatius500 — 20 May 2021 to 31 July 2022. Like Mary who heard and responded to the invitation of 
God through the angel Gabriel in bringing forth the birth of Jesus, St. Ignatius noticed the movements of 
the Holy Spirit stirring in his being and experienced a newness of life. It is worth noting that St. Ignatius 
experienced this conversion over the course of a year as he was convalescing from an injury. It is over a 
year now that our world has been in various stages of lockdown or restrictions of movement due to the 
pandemic. As an Ignatian community, we can still celebrate how the Holy Spirit works through these 
setbacks and brings forth gifts that generate such lasting graces.”  These words introduced the latest 
Letter from our World Executive Council called “PROJECTS 175” on the gift of discernment, and 
especially communal discernment which we in CLC strive to engage in our small groups in our various, 
diverse contexts.  I would encourage you and your local groups to spend some time on this document 
and to share your stories of discernment with our Executive Secretary in Rome, Manuel Martinez.  You 
can find PROJECTS 175 on our World CLC website:  www.cvx-clc.net 
  
There will be many opportunities to engage in this special Ignatian Year.   

1. CLC-USA will be offering the 19th Annotation Spiritual Exercises this year.  This is a virtual 

program following the liturgical year from the last weekend in August 2021 until May 2022.   

Registration is due in June. More information can be found on the CLC-USA website: https://clc-

usa.org/19th-annotation-program-resources  Multiple Ignatian Year resources can be found on 

the website of the Jesuits East Office of Ignatian Spirituality: https://jesuitseastois.org/ignatian-

year These resources include: 

2. Renewing the Earth: Living Laudato Si’. The Office of Justice and Ecology of the Jesuit 

Conference and the Ignatian Solidarity Network invite you to explore themes from the life of 

St. Ignatius and the gospel in conjunction with ecological themes from Laudato Si’ each month 

throughout the Ignatian Year as we learn, pray and act to renew the earth. This program will 

begin in September 2021. 

3. Walking with Ignatius is a new book written by Father General Arturo Sosa, S.J. for the 

Ignatian Year.  You can find this book in Spanish and English at Loyola Press.  The book 

includes Fr. Sosa’s “observations on the Society of Jesus, the Church and the world today—

while emphasizing the Universal Apostolic Preferences—plus suggestions for reflection and 

prayer, either alone or in community.”  The reader is invited “to grow, starting in the exact 

place you find yourself, guided by the Lord, and advancing step-by-step to become a pilgrim 

yourself… to walk the path of Christian adventure in our changing world.” 

http://www.cvx-clc.net/
https://clc-usa.org/19th-annotation-program-resources
https://clc-usa.org/19th-annotation-program-resources
https://jesuitseastois.org/ignatian-year
https://jesuitseastois.org/ignatian-year


II. Laudato Si’ 
 
Five years ago, our CLC members in the Metro NY area discerned a beautiful mission on “Care for Our 
Common Home.” For all those present at that Fall meeting at Fordham Prep, we agree that we 
experienced a movement of what Pope Francis calls “overflow” where there was a significant wind 
blowing through leading to a joyful consensus!   At our last meeting of group leaders in March, we 
affirmed this mission once again as one to further deepen and develop.  As the Holy Spirit would have 
it, this coincides with two major movements among the Ignatian Family and the Vatican!  
 

1. Ignatian Family Commitment Towards COP26: A Commitment Toward Climate Justice. 

Christian Life Community joined with Jesuit conferences, provinces, universities and others in 

our Ignatian family in committing to working together, guided by our Ignatian spirituality, 

Fratelli Tutti and Laudato Si’, on behalf of our planet and the most vulnerable.  This time 

leading up to the UN Conference on Climate Change COP26 is a key moment to work with 

others worldwide in mobilizing efforts and making real progress in sustainability and care for 

all God’s creation.  Here is the statement of commitment: https://www.ecojesuit.com/wp-

content/uploads/2021/05/Ignatian-Commitment-EN_19-May.pdf  To learn more and follow 

updates on Ignatian family actions toward COP26, go to: http://cop26.ecojesuit.com/  

2. Laudato Si’ Action Platform was just announced by Pope Francis and the Vatican Dicastery for 

Promoting Integral Human Development. This is an ambitious program that will involve 

Catholics and others worldwide to move toward sustainability in just seven years.  There are 

concrete actions specific to families, parishes, dioceses, religious organizations, schools, 

businesses and more.  A website has just been established, but the official launch will be at 

the end of the Season of Creation on October 4th, the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi.  On the 

website you find the Laudato Si’ Goals as well as documents for community prayer, reflection 

and discernment: https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/  

I am delighted to be with you as pilgrims on this journey together! 
Ann Marie Brennan 
Promoter of Metro NY CLC 
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NORTHERN NEW JERSEY CLC 
 
The Lent/Easter liturgical year had special meaning this year with the prayerful insights 
of Ignatian mentors and CLC retreat experiences. 
  
MaryAnn and Peter Macaluso followed Pope Francis’ trip to Iraq and prayed with him 
during the Holy Week services streamed from St. Peter’s. They enjoy Bishop Barron’s 
daily briefings, the virtual Masses from several churches and connecting with the CLC 
community. They regularly connect with homebound friends and relatives. They are the 
proud grandparents of Julia, who is the recipient of a Presidential Scholarship with full 
tuition from Ramapo College of New Jersey. 
 
Marianne and Dennis Cummins have participated in the Arise Together in Christ 
faith sharing sessions through Zoom. Dennis brings Communion weekly to home bound 
parishioners. Marianne as part of the Pastoral Council, made phone calls to 
parishioners, to see how they are doing and to inform them of liturgies and programs 
that can be accessed online. On Good Friday, Marianne’s brother-in-law, Reynold 
Garcia, entered Eternal Life. Reynold was a member of the NY Professional Sodality in 
the early 60s. His wife Maria Garcia (Marianne’s sister), died on Good Friday, three 
years ago. On a happier note, Marianne and Dennis are looking forward to seeing their 
children and grandchildren this summer when Dennis will be celebrating 90 years of life.  
 
 
 

 
Directed and Private Retreat Schedules 

 
 

Linwood Spiritual Center – (845) 876-4178 ext. 301 or www.linwoodspiritualctr.org 
                                      

Ignatian Guided Retreats –  June 9-16, Aug.24-31, 2021                  
 
 

Loyola Retreat House – (973) 539-0740 or www.loyola.org 
  

Directed Retreats – June 27-July 4, Aug. 1-8, Aug. 15-22, 2021 
 

Summer Preached Retreat   5-11, 2021 
 

CLC-USA 19th Annotation Virtual Retreat August 2021- May 2022  
See National Website  

 
(Contact Retreat Houses for further details.) 

 

 

http://www.linwoodspiritualctr.org/
http://www.loyola.org/


 
 
 

ST. AEDAN CLC 
 

 FINDING GOD IN OUR LIVES DURING THE PANDEMIC 
 

Our community placed Christ in the center of our lives through prayer, family and 
community outreach services in our thoughts, words and deeds. From December 2020 
until now, we responded to various invitations such as sharing our blessings with St. 
Aedan’s Migrant Center and St. Peter Campus Kitchen. Together in this endeavor are 
Sanet and Lorna who volunteered with the Philippine Nurses Association in New Jersey 
(PNANNJ) for our local feeding program and for the needy. 
 
 In our international outreach to the Philippines, we collaborated with Asilo de San 
Vicente de Paul to assist in rebuilding the home affected by storm Ulysses in 
Montalban, Quezon City and the Quiapo Street Children Feeding Program. We stayed 
connected with Fr. Pedro Walpole, S.J. at Malaybalay City, for the scholarship of the 
Bukidnon Indigenous Community. Soon we will be reunited again with him in sharing 
the inspirational book of Pope Francis entitled Let Us Dream, The Path to a Better 
Future.  
 
For our Urban Gardening Outreach on April 25, 2021, we participated with St. Peter 
University in our Earth Day celebration with the theme of RESTORE THE EARTH. Our 
ongoing recycling project is part of our daily routine including our Operation 
Backyard/Park Clean Up. 
 
Due to the quarantine restrictions, our Spiritual journey bimonthly meetings were done 
via Zoom. We have completed Moment by Moment (retreat in everyday life) by Eugene 
Metz and Carol Ann Smith.  We are in the process of finishing Meeting Christ in Prayer 
by John Sassani and Mary Ann McLaughlin, an 8-week life-enriching experience based 
on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, facilitated by Carol Vicente. During this 
pandemic, our sharing led us to deepen our trust and faith in God. We offered support 
and spiritual nourishment to each other. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we marched on 
as courageous stewards of Christ towards a new normal and the New Evangelization. 
Our Annual Renewal of Monthly Thanksgiving Mass with Bread and Wine Offertory at 
St. Aedan Parish is a huge part of our sacred commitment with one another and to the 
Lord.  
 
Recently we celebrated World CLC Day. We were deeply blessed and full of joy as we 
connected with members throughout the world. This included Michel and Christine 
Regaud of CLC France who continue to communicate with us. We feel grateful for Asia 
Pacific CLC headed by Daphne Ho and other CVX CLC Ecology groups who 
recognized and shared our Laudato Si’ artwork in Facebook as well as with the Metro 
New York Region. The World CLC Frontier’s Prayer and the CLC-USA Mass 
celebration were very moving.  
 



 
 
 
 

Our collage shows that our greatest strength is in the service that we can offer to all 
God’s creation as we move forward to spread love and to find God in all things. 
 

“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me and I in him.” John 6:56 
  By receiving the spiritual flesh and blood, Christ lives in us and we in Him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



MANRESA CLC 

 

Linda Joy Orber Where has God been leading me? I have had a long spiritual journey 
to where I find myself today.  At times it has been joyful, other times frightening. It has 
been a long road, and in some ways it feels like it’s only beginning.  I was raised 
Jewish.  I went to Hebrew school and learned the Hebrew language.  We celebrated all 
the Jewish holidays.  My family was Jewish and remain so.  However, I had quite the 
transformation. 
 
As an adult when my children were very young, I started to have very vivid dreams of 
Jesus.  He was kind, loving and comforting.  I would begin to understand one dream, 
and then I would have another.  I didn’t understand exactly why this was happening, but 
honestly I began to fall in love.  Jesus was always there for me.  Since I have a loving 
husband and a loving family, they wanted me to happy.  So I became Catholic in 1993.  
I always felt His arms around me and His love whenever I needed it.  I have a son on 
the autism spectrum with epilepsy—so His love became more necessary to get through 
the many seizures my son would have. 
 
I began to have other dreams and I tried to understand them.  Since I work as a 
psychoanalyst, my dreams always mattered.  My friend and I were pulled toward writing.  
But I knew Jesus wanted something else.  It wasn’t until I began to write poetry with His 
voice, that I understood what Jesus wanted.  It was a process that took over 25 years.   
At this point, I have a website www.instillnessJesuswhispers.com, and a Facebook 
page titled:  In Stillness Jesus Whispers.  It’s not a big thing, but it’s what Jesus wanted.  
I would always do whatever He asked of me—how could I not follow and do the will of 
Love itself? 
  Jesus, I need You to be my Shepherd right now. 
  In Stillness, Jesus Whispers: 

My beautiful child, I will still the troubled that surround you 
 I will lead you to all that is righteous and holy. 

   I have anointed your heart with untold blessings. 
   I have filled your cup with everlasting life. 
  I will walk with you throughout your life. 
  I am the Shepherd who eternally loves you. 
   I am goodness and kindness. 
   I am peace and gentleness. 

I am your light, your hope , and 
                                          your heart’s repose. 
  The moment you become afraid, jump    
    right into My arms. 
  For I will heal your heart in every moment there is— 
                             Until I carry you Home to My eternal embrace, where fear is 
    no more and peace is everlasting. 
 
This is where my journey took me.  This is His love. 
 



 
Mary Ann Parise had a stark realization when, while watching Easter Mass on TV, she 
realized it was taking place at the church where she received her First Holy 
Communion. 
 
Catherine Mitchell said, “We’re holding our own here, especially with Herbie and his 
physical problems.”  She finds she is always seeking God for assistance—and finding it. 
 
Evelyn Codd found March and April to be very difficult.  Because of COVID and not 
being able to visit with her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, she thought 
she would have a very hard time.  But she feels God has been very good to her and she 
placed herself in His hands.  She says, ‘When things piled up, something always 
happened so that I was able to handle it with little difficulty.” 
 
Requesting Light for the season of Lent, Dolores Harden found a six-week study of 
The Way of Perfection by St. Teresa of Avila, given by ICS Publications on YouTube.  
This title implies that the “Way” is not a formula but an on-going process.  Combining 
mind and heart in this work on Prayer, St. Teresa explores the seven directions which 
the Lord Himself gives us in the sacred Word—the Our Father.  The Light that is 
inherent in every soul is meant for the common good.  Joy and Vigilance are 
companions of this Light.  Joy—not discontent.  Vigilance—not slumbering.  Easter 
Light astonishes the world after so much darkness this year.  Christ is risen.  Alleluia!  
Christ continues to arise In so many unexpected ways and in so many troubled lives. 
  “Christ be our Light! 
   Shine in our hearts. 
  Shine through the darkness. 
  Christ be our Light! 

Shine in your church gathered today.” [all over the world] 
           (Bernadette Farrell) 
  
Bob and Karen Giardina recently sold their home and moved to a condo in the Bay 
Ridge section of Brooklyn.  They have rejoined the St. Athanasius Outreach Program 
since it has been restarted in a slightly different way due to the virus.  Karen has 
returned to cooking for the “clients” and both help out by organizing the meals in the 
rectory basement on Saturday mornings, while someone else delivers the meals to 
Brighton Beach.  Their new parish is St.  Patrick’s, but they have returned to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe on several Sundays for Mass. 
    
Dolores Celentano has been really happy with the wealth of Lenten reflections 
(especially the Ignatian ones) available on the internet and sharing them.  They have 
certainly been a wonderful source for furthering a personal deepening of one’s own 
spiritual life, as well as making it a lot easier to ‘see’ God working in and through others. 
  



 
Patricia Mulligan De Respino  How has God been present in my life? That's the topic 
I've been asked to ponder. But "in my life" when? I guess that currently the most logical 
answer would be "during this pandemic year of isolation." And so I've pondered 
that specifically, and surprised myself. 
 
I've lived alone in the family house, working from home, for the last 26 years, and 
happily so.  My daily routine—and prayer times—changed rarely.  When social isolation 
began I barely noticed. Thanks to a smart and inventive pastor, our daily Mass went on-
line almost immediately.  However, as a lector I was back in the sanctuary within the 
month for Sunday Mass.  Then, ever so subtly, God met me in a small and lovely new 
way.  As the only one in the sanctuary with the celebrant for Mass it became my "job" 
(joy) to ring the bells during the Mass!  I must now watch for Jesus' coming in a new 
way—being alert to let everyone attending know.  It may sound odd but thinking of that 
responsibility gave me 'goosebumps' as well as a rather humble/ proud feeling.  It 
certainly changed my conversation with God...before, during and after Mass. 
  
Now, although I've been an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist to hospitals and the 
homebound for many years, that all came to a halt as well.  Current isolation rules for 
Mass now required me (as the only server at the altar) to go to the tabernacle at each 
Mass to bring the ciborium of reserved Hosts to the Celebrant at the Eucharistic 
Table.  And, yes, I prayed fervently as I did that.  My prayer?  At my age it is: "Please 
Lord, help me not to stumble! Guide my feet; strengthen my knees." 
 
All too soon Mass is over, the carefully counted and spaced congregation leave, one of 
the ushers begins the disinfectant spraying of the pews, and, again, I do something I'd 
rarely done in normal days/years.  I find a pew near the tabernacle and stay for a while 
to keep company with my Lord on a brand new level. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
+ REST IN PEACE + 

 
James L. Nelson, father of Linda Baratte, Loyola CLC, Morristown, 

January 23, 2021 
 

Joseph Morris, father of Trish Morris, Fordham Prep CLC, February 4, 2021 
 

Thomas M. Mierswa, father of Terri Mierswa, St. Francis Metuchen CLC 
March 1, 2021 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

ST. FRANCIS METUCHEN CLC 
 

This past year has been a difficult one for everyone in the St. Francis CLC, both 
emotionally and physically. We have not been able to meet, and Zoom has not proven 
to be a desirable alternative. However, members of the community found ways to 
express their CLC charism within their families and in prayerful support of each other. 
We are looking forward to a better year. 
  
Fred and his wife, MaryAnn, experienced the loss of a close relative six months ago, 
due to COVID-19. Fred’s mother-in-law sustained a hip fracture one year ago which has 
made it necessary for his wife to relocate to Pittsburgh to care for her. Fred is extremely 
grateful to his family internist, whose diagnostic skills were instrumental in uncovering 
difficult neurological as well as thyroid/parathyroid issues that require ongoing testing 
and monitoring for him. Fred has been able to continue as a hospice volunteer, 
conducting bereavement calling from home on behalf of Visiting Nurses. Many people 
have spoken to him of tremendous loss, but they often report that their strong faith has 
been central to their own survival. Fred is thankful for the prayerful opportunities 
afforded him through Fr. Dan’s homilies and the many televised/virtual Masses offered 
throughout the past year. "Hope springs eternal in the human breast." (Alexander Pope) 
 
Pat wrestled this past year with some personal medical issues but found hope and 
comfort in her daily prayer. Pat asks for prayers for her sister-in-law, Alix, who recently 
had a ruptured brain aneurysm and remains on a ventilator. Pat’s daughters and 
grandchild are doing well and she is looking forward to seeing them again in this “new 
normal” time. 
 
Terri expresses her gratitude to the Metro CLC communities for their condolences upon 
the deaths of both her parents in the past year. She found strength and direction in the 
Ignatian Solidarity Network’s Lenten reflections, Boston College alumni Lenten program 
and in Fr. Dan's weekly homilies. Terri volunteered for and was accepted as the Metro 
NY treasurer following Helen's "retirement" from the position. (She hopes to be able to 
follow in her footsteps! Thank you, Helen.)  Terri has returned to the CLC Board of 
Directors and was just appointed as President!  On a family note, Terri's youngest son, 
Peter and his fiancé, Kelli, who postponed their wedding celebration due to the 
pandemic, have decided to exchange their vows in June with just the immediate family 
present. A more formal ceremony and celebration is planned for next year. Blessings to 
everyone as we all are able more easily to live out our mission in the world. 
  



 
 
 

LOCUST VALLEY CLC 
 
NANCY HEAD In the last few months Jesus has been very present in my life as a 
single person living alone. There are no more breakfasts with my community. I 
occasionlly attend Mass. Mostly I have been trying to find out how to treat sciatica and 
be more mobile. My constant companion is Jesus. Not being able to attend the Easter 
liturgies was difficult but I was able to identify with Jesus’ pain and offer mine up for my 
sins.  Dorothy dropped off some of her homemade Easter pastries which were delicious. 
I am able to sit without too much pain, so I took part in webinars. Dorothy, George and I 
were able to edit our latest issue of Harvest on Zoom.. Our bible study group covered 
First and Second Corinthians. I missed  personal contact with my family and community 
especially for birthdays. 
 
CAROL MERINGOLO During the past few months, the solitude that the COVID 
pandemic brought caused me to become more introspective.  Without many of the 
distractions of everyday life, my prayer time became richer. I combed through long 
forgotten books and pamphlets that had been put aside until I could find the time for 
them.  Lent found me looking inside myself for the part I played in Jesus’ suffering and 
death on the cross.  Easter usually celebrated with family, at least 20 or more persons, 
was quiet with 5.  It was more about “He is Risen”, and less about “What do I cook for 
dinner?” 
 
The past few weeks, with the lifting of some of the restrictions and having myself and 
most of my family vaccinated, we are beginning to gather for small get-togethers.  How 
wonderful the feeling of greeting one another with a kiss and a good long hug! God is so 
good! 
 
GEORGE WILLETT It’s wonderful to be offering sincere thanks to our God for His 
protection throughout the now departing annus horribilis.  The past fourteen months 
would have been memorable indeed, even if COVID-19 had never occurred.  The 
murder of George Floyd, the presidential election and the capitol insurrection all 
contributed to the ‘horror’ with COVID-19 providing the icing on our cake. 
 
My main concern was health-related, worrying about family and friends.  For months the 
picture was very bleak but, thank God, we survived. The other big problem concerned 
the church and the changes in parish activity. The mere thought that Sunday and 
weekday masses would be curtailed had never occurred to me.  My CLC friends, seen 
every morning, wouldn’t be seen again for almost an entire year. 
 
However, all was not lost.  TV Masses, though not quite the equal of those church-held, 
kept us going.  A great increase in personal prayer and spiritual reading was 
developed.  The emergency is on the wane and the time for rebuilding and restoration is 
upon us. 



 
Now that the ups seem to be outnumbering the downs, I want to express my thanks to 
our God for being with me every moment of the COVID-19 period.  There never was a 
time that I didn’t know Who was in charge, nor, in today’s parlance, Who had my back. 
 
DOROTHY ZAMBITO The last two months have shown signs of some return to pre-
pandemic ways of living. Soon after most of my family and friends were fully vaccinated, 
there seemed to be a lifting of the threat of the coronavirus dictating our lives. Smiles 
were being seen and some hugs were being exchanged. 
 
I was fortunate to be able to return to daily Mass soon after churches were allowed to  
open. Habits formed during the most difficult days of the pandemic, e.g. viewing 
webinars and participating in Zoom meetings, continue to inspire and challenge my daily 
activities. This is still a blessing. Meeting with community members (LV CLC) and 
parishioners to study and reflect on Scripture was a source of bonding that is lasting. 
 
The need to feed the hungry grew in the last year. Although the local soup kitchen was 
not cooking and serving meals, a program came into being that led to feeding hundreds 
of local families with bagged groceries. I am not on the ‘front line’ packaging or 
delivering food, but I continue to serve as treasurer, collecting donations, making bank 
deposits, paying bills, preparing an assortment of reports and participating in Board 
meetings on Zoom every couple of weeks. 
 
I have lived alone for several years, but eating almost all my meals alone for over a year 
has been an unexpected experience. Table fellowship with family and friends was 
always a staple in my life, a real blessing! Like others, I can count on my 10 fingers 
meals shared in over a year. Late April brought an end to that as I was able to visit with 
my older daughter and her family for a week away.  
God is good and I am grateful. 
  



 
 
 

WESTCHESTER  CLC 
 

 
During these past few months, members of the Westchester community have spent time in 
gratitude for all the gifts  God has so generously given to us gifts of longevity, relationships and 
Ignatian spirituality. Our praying with Fratelli Tutti has enriched us and is challenging us to 
expand our frontiers. 
 
In response to the Zoom meetings on “Healing Our Earth,” Nancy Rodriguez invited her 6th 
grade students to competitions for Earth Day. The Reduce, Re-use, Recycle motto for 
ecological sustainability is the theme in a poetry contest.  Nancy challenged her students to 
redesign an object for a completely different use, rather than throw it out.  She can’t wait to hear 
about the results! Nancy has also signed up for the Animators Course for Laudato Si’. 
 
Joan Woods has found God in the NGO speakers and attendees in the webinars she has 
attended on the “Commission for the Status of Women” and the “Committee for Climate Induced 
Migration.” She keeps us apprised of global progress and setbacks. She is looking forward to 
celebrating her grandnephew’s First Eucharist in May.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 


