
Father Tony’s Corner (continued from front page)  
we know our bodies need that nourishment. Many people almost never let a day go by without exercis-

ing, because they know their bodies need that stimulation. Why not do the same thing for our souls? 

That is what a daily quiet time is for. It is a one-on-one appointment with the Lord, which gives him 

room to refresh, nourish, and exercise our soul. It is very simple to do. Choose a time and place in which 

you would not be interrupted. Then do three things: First, Remember. Remind yourself that Christ is 

with you and wants to be with you. Think of all the blessings he has given you. Second, Read. Take out a 

spiritual book, a Bible, or your favorite prayer book and read a paragraph or two, slowly. No rush. 

Third, Reflect. Think about what you read. Listen to what God wants to say to you through it. Apply it 

to your life. Remember, Read, Reflect. Before you know it the fifteen minutes will be up, and you will 

have received a word of encouragement from God to help you live the life he wants you to. Prayer is the 

secret to drinking in all the graces God has in store for us. We have to ask ourselves: is our prayer life in 

good shape? Has it improved in the last year, the last ten years? If it is out of shape, we would not be 

able to drink in the graces God wants to give us this Lent, the ones we really need. We all know that 

happiness depends on living in a close relationship with God, as Adam and Eve did before the fall. It is 

the most basic truth of our catechism: separated from God, the human heart withers, like a plant that 

never gets sunshine. But after the loss of grace through original sin, staying close to God became impos-

sible. He is too bright for graceless, sin-damaged eyes to see; he is too far away for sin-weakened souls to 

find. If it were not for Christ, who shades that brightness and crosses that distance, every human soul 

would live in hopeless frustration, unable to embrace the only person who can make us truly happy: 

God.  Today, he is hoping we will decide to become better people of prayer. Let us not disappoint him.  

All Saints Financial Partnership                                               
March 10, 2019                                                                                         

Weekly Offering: $ 1,803.00                                                                          
Children’s Offering: $ 23.00                                                                                                                         
Building Fund:  $ 85.00                                                               
Finance Council Members:   Suzy Aubert, John       
Gulbranson, Anita Hilgers, Scott Lonsdale & Bob Olson 
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  March 10, 2019                                    

Weekly Offering: $ 522.00                                         
Children’s Offering:  $ 10.00                                                                                            

Finance Council Members:  Monica Fagan, Larry Drees, 
Elizabeth Moreland, Julie Plowman & Andrew Richter 

MONEY COUNTERS 

Tuesday, March 19th @ 1pm:  Donna Olson & Gina Ocheltree 

Tuesday, March 26th @ 9am:  Diane Messinger, Dennis VanPelt & Dave Vigon 

 

All Saints                                               

Saturday, March 23                                  

Rosary: Frank Holle                                                                 

Ushers: David Doud & VOLUNTEER                                                  

Altar Server:   Connie Drake &        

VOLUNTEER                                            

Lector:  VOLUNTEER                                               

Commentator:  Joan Brooking                               

Greeters:  David & Sharon Doud                                       

EMHC: Jodi Bassett, Brenda 

Wedemeyer & VOLUNTEER 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

All Saints                                                

Sunday, March 24                                                                                                          

Ushers:  Tom Doud & VOLUNTEER                                             

Altar Servers: VOLUNTEERS                                                           

Lector:  Amy Doud                                    

Commentator:  VOLUNTEER                                    

Greeters:  Tom & Amy Doud                                      

EMHC:  Linda Lee O’Neel &              

VOLUNTEERS 
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Sunday, March 24                                                                                                                 
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Greeters:  Mr. & Mrs. Mick Baudler                                                                      

Lector: Brian Richter                                               

Host: Les Elgin                                                      

Cup: Elizabeth Moreland & Dave    

Richter                                                           

Altar Servers:  Cole Plowman &      

Carley Fagan                                                       

Traveling Chalice:  Les & Theresa Elgin   

Staff 
Pastor:  Rev. Antony Mathew 

Phone: 712-304-4836 (cell) 

E-mail:  amathew8@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary/Bookkeeper:  Tammy Doud 

Email:  allsaintsoffice@gmail.com 

Faith Formation Coordinator:              
Jill Gerling – allsaintsff@outlook.com 

Phone:  515-523-1943 

Website:  stuartallsaints.org 

Website:  adairstjohn.org 

Father Tony’s Corner                                                                                          
The natural seasons of the year give a rhythm to life. Each sea-
son provides nature with something it needs to keep growing. 
The same thing happens in the Church, with liturgical seasons. 
In each liturgical season God sends us graces we need in order 
to keep growing in wisdom, holiness, and happiness. But these 
graces do not benefit our souls automatically, the way sunlight 
benefits plants. Rather, we have to take them in on purpose. 
Then the question is, how can we bathe in the supernatural 
sunlight that will make us grow, make us better, make us 
change, during this liturgical season? Today the Church      
reminds us of the most effective method we have for drinking 

in all the graces God wants to give us during this Lent: prayer. In the Gospel,  
Jesus leads his three closest disciples away from the hustle and bustle of life, up 
to the top of a high mountain, where he can be alone with them, and give them 
a lesson in prayer. We often overlook one of the most remarkable pieces of  
evidence that shows how important prayer really is. Jesus prayed all the time. 
Last week we saw him go off into the desert to pray. Again in today’s Gospel 
passage, we see him go up the mountain to pray. In dozens of other Gospel 
passages we see the same thing. Let us think about what that implies. Jesus 
Christ was God become man. His human nature was infused with the power of 
his divine person. He was perfect, sinless, without any tendencies to selfishness, 
laziness, or pride. His character was flawless, firm as the mountains and gentle 
as a mother’s caress. His mind was beyond brilliant, filled with the radiance of 
divine light and understanding. He had no emotional scars from a difficult 
family upbringing, no personality disorders, no lacks, no wounds, no imperfec-
tions at all. And yet, over and over again in the Gospels, we see him go off to be 
alone in prayer: ‘Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up the mountain 
to pray’. Sometimes we even read about how he had to get up early to make 
time for prayer. Other times he had to stay up late to make time for it, but he 
always did it. Jesus needed to pray. If he, who was perfect in every way,    
needed prayer in order to fulfill his life’s mission, what does that imply for us, 
who are so imperfect, so weak, so vulnerable to every sort of temptation and 
wounded by every kind of sin? Christ was a man of prayer, and, as he himself 
put it, ‘no disciple is greater than his master’. If he needed to pray; so, do we. 
All of us have to ask ourselves about our prayer lives. We need to be honest. If 
our prayer life has not grown in the last year, we need to do something about 
it. God still has so much he wants to do in our lives. Improving our prayer life 
will give him room to work. One way to do that is by instituting a daily quiet 
time. We never let a day go by without taking a shower, because we know our 
bodies need that cleansing. We never let a day go by without eating, because  
(continued on back page) 

Sacraments:                                                                             
Reconciliation:                     

3:30pm  Saturday in Stuart; 

7:30am Sunday in Adair;    

or by Appointment                                                

Anointing of the Sick:                 

Call Fr. Tony before/after 

hospitalization                                           

Baptism: Call the office  

during pregnancy for                

preparation class                                                                           

Marriage: Call the office at 

least nine months to one 

year ahead to plan marriage 

preparation. Wedding Date 

should not be set until prep-

arations have begun        

Annulment/                                     

Marriage Validation:       

Call Fr. Tony to learn more 

about this process with  

Diocesan Tribunal if you are 

divorced and remarried or 

never married in the                

Catholic Church.                                      

RCIA: Call Fr. Tony if you are 

interested in learning more 

about the Catholic Church 

or the RCIA process.                    

Membership/Registration: 

If you are new, welcome to 

our parish. Please register 

by calling the office. If you 

are moving away, please 

contact the office to notify 

us before moving. 

March 17, 2019                             All Saints Catholic Church                           2nd Sunday of Lent 

Office Hours 

Tuesday:  8:30am - 3pm 

Wednesday: 8:30am - 3pm 

Thursday:  8:30am - 3pm 

Bulletin Deadline:   

Noon Wednesday 

All Saints Mass Schedule 

Tuesday:  6pm 

Thursday: 9am (Care Center) 

Friday:  8:30am 

Saturday:  4:30pm 

Sunday:  10am 

St. John Mass Schedule 

Wednesday:  8:30am 

Sunday:  8am 



ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                     
• Rescheduled Altar Server Appreciation at St. John:  We are blessed with a good number of altar 

servers, and Father Tony wants to recognize and thank them for their ministry on Sunday, March 

31, 2019 after the 8 a.m. Mass at St. John’s parish hall. Please consider this as a personal invitation 

to join for the party.     

• Annual Diocesan Appeal 2019: Each year, every member of our diocesan faith community is asked 

to participate in making a gift to support the work and ministry of Bishop Pates through the Annual 

Diocesan Appeal. We are part of a much larger church community – the Church of the Diocese of 

Des Moines which encompasses 23 counties of Iowa, with 81 parishes, 17 schools and more than 

35,000 registered Catholic households. The appeal pays 100% of the priests’ health care, retirement 

benefits and expenses which are not absorbed by our parish. The Diocese currently supports 112 

priests; 37 of those priests are retired and 75 are active. The appeal covers the formation of our  

deacons, education of our 16 seminarians, administrative expenses for the staff of the diocese, and 

Bishop Pates’ ministry, including housing, travel throughout the Diocese for meetings, special mass-

es, and confirmations. Last, but not least, a portion of our ADA dollars support Catholic Charities 

in feeding and clothing those in need; providing shelter for homeless families; assisting victims of 

domestic violence; counseling thousands of individuals, and welcoming refugees who have fled their 

native lands as they settle in Iowa. Your gift has significant impact on the how we live out our faith. 

Thank you again for your ongoing and generous support.   

 

All Saints, Stuart, Parish ADA Goal = $30,035:  Gifts Received: $ 6,585.00   Pledges:  $900.00 

 

St. John, Adair, ADA Goal = $7,257:  Gifts Received:  $20.00   Pledges: $0         

       

• Scrutinies for the Candidates:  We have three Candidates (Sara Balch, Kathleen Hull and Stacy 

Richter) who are preparing for the reception into Full Communion of the Catholic Church at the 

Easter Vigil at 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 20, 2019 at All Saints, Stuart. As a final preparation for 

them, we will be celebrating the Rite of Scrutiny on the following Sundays (Sunday, March 24,   

Sunday, March 31, and Sunday, April 7). Scrutinies are meant to uncover, then heal all that is weak, 

defective, or sinful in the hearts of the Candidates; to bring out, then strengthen all that is upright, 

strong, and good. These rites complete the conversion of the Candidates and deepen their resolve to 

hold fast to Christ and to carry out their decision to love God above all.      

• Lenten Fish Fry at St. John, Adair: Everyone is invited to come and enjoy a good fish fry meal 

on Friday, March 15th, Friday, March 29th and Friday, April 12th at St. John’s Parish Hall in Adair 

from 5 pm to 7 pm.  Volunteers are needed to help clean up after each event so lend a giving hand if 

you are able.  Many hands make light work.  Thank you! 

• Knights of Columbus’ 24-hour prayer for life adoration:  Life is a gift from God, and we are called 

to recognize and protect life from conception to natural death. Let us seek the intervention of God in 

prayer to enlighten our minds and hearts to recognize this God-given responsibility. Please join 

the Knights of Columbus for their 24-hour prayer for life Adoration beginning on Sunday, March 

24th at 11:00 a.m. and ending on Monday, March 25th at 11:00 a.m.  

• Healing Prayer Service on Sunday, March 31, 2019:  “At sunset, all who had people sick with various 

diseases brought them to him (Jesus). He laid his hands on each of them and cured them (Luke 4. 40).  

All Saints Catholic Church, Stuart will be hosting a healing prayer service on Sunday, March 31, 

2019 at 2.00 p.m. All (people of all denominations) are welcome to this prayer service. The purpose 

is to uplift, encourage, and strengthen especially those struggling with sickness, and the families that 

are trying to provide care for their sick ones. Please spread the word around in order to reach as 

many people as possible in our parish family and beyond. 

• Knights of Columbus’ Lenten Project: Knights of Columbus will be collecting 40 cans of non-

perishable items to be donated to our local food pantry for Lent from Ash Wednesday (March 6th) 

through Easter Sunday (April 21st). 

Calendar with Mass Times, Birthdays and Anniversaries 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• COMING SOON – All Saints Family Fest:  All Saints Catholic Church is organizing a Family Fest 

on Saturday, August 24, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. There will be a variety of food, games 

and entertainment.  You don’t want to miss the fun and enjoyment!   

• Mass Intentions!  The tradition of offering Masses for others, particularly the dead, originates in the 

very early Church. When we face the death of someone, even a person who is not Catholic, to have a 

Mass offered for the repose of his soul and to offer our prayers are more beneficial and comforting 

than any other sympathy card or bouquet of flowers. To have a Mass offered on the occasion of a 

birthday, anniversary or special need is appropriate, beneficial and appreciated. If you would like to 

offer Mass for a deceased family member or someone who is sick or to celebrate someone’s birthday 

or to celebrate a couple’s wedding anniversary, kindly contact the parish office. 

• All Saints Altar & Rosary:  Please join the Altar & Rosary Society at the Community Care Center, 

Monday, March 18 at 2:30 pm for bingo.  We hope to see you there! 

• Bible Study at St. John Catholic Church:  In the past we have enjoyed the Jeff Cavins Bible Time-

line Series Bible study. Annie would like to know who would be interested in starting "Acts: The 

Spread of the Kingdom."  There are 20 total sessions and the workbook cost would be $29 per per-

son.  This is a very in depth study into the early church and the mission of the apostles. Each class 

would be about an hour of watching the DVD.  If interested, text Annie 402-216-9488 or 

email annie68164@hotmail.com so we can plan days/time for the study. Thanks!  

• Abstinence during Lent:  Abstinence from meat is to be observed on all the Fridays of Lent by all 

who have celebrated their 14th birthday. 

 

 Your partnership is very essential to the                                                

 wellbeing of our parish family.  Thank you                         

 for remembering us even while you are away.    

  

Sunday 3/17               

Adair                  

7:30am Adoration, 

Confession, Rosary 

8am Mass for  

Wilma Fagan                

3/24 Mass for 

Lynn Elgin 

Stuart                 

9am Choir Practice 

10am Mass         

for the People  

ANN:  Jason & 

Jennifer Tigges  

2013 

Monday 3/18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 3/19    

Stuart                      

6pm Mass   

BD:  Phyllis Tigges 

ANN:  Kahl & 

Heather Schneider  

2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 3/20 

Adair            

8:30am Mass    

Sharon Hardie 

(health)   

Stuart                 

5:30pm Mass & 

Stations of the 

Cross followed by 

Soup Supper   

sponsored by the 

Faith Formation 

families 

BD:  Belle Fagan, 

Kaylie Plowman & 

Connie Drake 

Thursday 3/21  

Stuart                

9am Mass    

(Stuart Care     

Center)  

BD:  Ryan      

Steensen &        

Mei Jian Riordan 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 3/22        

Stuart          

8:30am Mass    

BD:  Bill Tracy, 

Wilma Fagan & 

John Fagan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 3/23   

Stuart          

3:30pm            

Confessions      

4:05 Rosary 

4:30pm Mass  

BD:  Kathy Fagan    

 

mailto:annie68164@hotmail.com

