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Today Catholics throughout the world turn their hearts and minds once again to
the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. It is a suffering that won for all mankind
the defini�ve victory over sin and hopelessness. We declare and celebrate that victory
with palm branches, the ancient world’s symbol of triumph. And with Palm Sunday, we
begin Holy Week by remembering the Lord’s Passion. The Passion tells us with perfect
clarity the message we most need to hear: God is faithful; and we can trust him.
Trus�ng God is the most important thing for us, but it is also the hardest, because our
trust has been violated. We have all been wounded because people we trusted let us
down, in li�le things and big things. As a result, we have all built up walls around our
hearts, to protect ourselves from being let down again. But those walls also keep out
God. God knows that unless we let him into our hearts, we can never experience
the happiness we long for. So he came up with a way to win back our trust: the Passion
of Christ. The Passion is a way of God saying to us: ‘No ma�er what you do, I will keep
on loving you. I will never let you down’. If we reject him, scourge him, crown him with
thorns, betray him, even if we crucify him, he con�nues to love us: ‘Father, forgive
them, they know not what they do’. God’s love and faithfulness does not depend on us
being perfect, and it does not depend on his whims. He will never take it back. We
can trust him - completely. And it is the message that each of us, wounded and sinful as
we are, needs to hear. We have to learn to trust God more and more in order to
be transformed by him into the kind of person we know we should be. During
the first Holy Week, two thousand years ago, Jesus achieved victory over sin and evil.



He wants to extend that victory into our lives, and into the parts of our lives that
s�ll need it. Hence, he wants to come into our hearts this Holy Week in the same way
he came into Jerusalem, humbly and peacefully, riding on a donkey colt. Then, it was
a literal donkey colt. Now, the donkey that brings Christ into our hearts is the Church.
The liturgical celebra�ons of this coming week, as beau�ful as they are, will only be
a dim shadow of the true glory of Christ that they represent, a humble vehicle. But the
liturgy is also a dependable vehicle, and Jesus will be truly present in them. We just
have to open the gates in the walls around our hearts. And we can do that by making
this week different: by turning off the radio and television more o�en than usual, by
spending more �me in prayer than online, and, most importantly, by making our
own sacrifice, so precious in God’ eyes: the sacrifice of our �me. It takes �me to join
this family of believers for this week’s liturgies, praying, worshipping, contempla�ng,
receiving the sacraments, discovering what God has to say to us this Holy
Week. Today and throughout this week we should give thanks to God for the great
things he has done, reflect on his saving love, and renew our commitment to follow
him. But above all, we should stay united to Christ our Savior. We need his strength to
come into our lives so we can have the courage to live as he wants us to live. We need
to let his graces flow freely into our souls and renew us, bringing a spiritual spring�me
into our hearts. There are two things we can do to stay united to Christ, and to stay
hooked up to his grace. First there is prayer. We should spend more �me in prayer this
week, both in quan�ty and in quality. Second, spend some �me reading the
Gospels and medita�ng on them. Jesus is always instruc�ng us about how to live, how
to be responsible in our life’s du�es, and selfless in our rela�onships. This week, let
us pay special a�en�on. As Christ comes among us once more, let us renew our faith in
the victory he won for us, and claim it once again as our own.

Announcements
All Saints/St John's Office Hours

Staff will be in the office on Tuesdays from 8:30am-3:00pm and Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 8:30am - 12:30pm. Please call ahead to make sure someone is there
as uncontrollable events sometimes prevent staff from being there. 515-523-1943

Holy Week Schedule

May the Lord inspire us to make an extra effort to
par�cipate in the profound liturgies of the Holy Week. 

 Holy Thursday, April 1
Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper at 4:00 pm
(St. John's) 
Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper at 6:00 pm
(All Saints)

Good Friday, April 2
Sta�ons of he Cross & Passion Service
4:00pm (St. John's) 
Sta�ons of the Cross & Passion Service
6:00pm (All Saints)                                      

 Holy Saturday, April 3
Easter Vigil Service at 8:30pm (All Saints) 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4
Regular Mass schedule       

8:00am (St. John's)  
10:00am (All Saints)



COVID mi�ga�on policy adjustments
Beginning April 1st, Holy Thursday, our social distancing policies will be adjusted so that every pew
may be used for sea�ng. Households are s�ll asked to observe social distance between households
within each pew. A�er the Easter Vigil bap�smal fonts and holy water fonts may be refilled and
remain filled. Scholas of 4-5 singers are permi�ed during the Triduum, and that allowance will
con�nue moving forward.

Holy Week Liturgies
Blessing of Palm Branches on Palm Sunday
Christ, the true King, was welcomed into Jerusalem with palm branches. It was a local tradi�on to
spread palms before a king as he processed into his city. It was a way to welcome him, to show him
glory and homage. We celebrate this feast and carry palm branches home with us to commemorate
the great humility of Our Lord, who loved us so much that he chose the cross for our salva�on.

Holy Thursday
Holy Thursday is the day on which Christ celebrated the Last Supper with His disciples, four days a�er
His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. Only hours a�er the Last Supper, Judas would
betray Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, se�ng the stage for Christ’s Crucifixion on Good Friday.
Holy Thursday is more than just the lead-in to Good Friday; it is, in fact, the oldest of the celebra�ons
of Holy Week. Holy Thursday is the day on which Catholics commemorate the ins�tu�on of three
pillars of the Catholic Faith: the Sacrament of Holy Communion, the priesthood, and the Holy
Eucharist. During the Last Supper, Christ blessed the bread and wine with the very words that Catholic
and Orthodox priests use today to consecrate the Body and Blood of Christ during the Mass and the
Divine Liturgy. In telling His disciples to ‘Do this in remembrance of Me’, He ins�tuted the Mass and
made them the first priests.
On Holy Thursday, the priests of each diocese gather with their bishop to consecrate holy oils, which
are used throughout the year for the sacraments of Bap�sm, Confirma�on, Holy Orders, and
the Anoin�ng of the Sick. This ancient prac�ce, which goes back to the fi�h century, is known as
the Chrism Mass and stresses the role of the bishop as a successor to the apostles. Except in very rare
circumstances, there is only one Mass other than the Chrism Mass celebrated on Holy Thursday in
each church: the Mass of the Lord's Supper, which is celebrated a�er sundown. It commemorates the
ins�tu�on of the Sacrament of Holy Communion, and it ends with the removal of the Body of Christ
from the tabernacle in the main body of the church. The Eucharist is carried in procession to another
place where it is kept overnight, to be distributed during the commemora�on of the Lord’s Passion on
Good Friday. A�er the procession, the altar is stripped bare, and all bells in the church are silent un�l
the Gloria at the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday.

Good Friday
Good Friday is a Chris�an religious holiday commemora�ng the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and his
death at Calvary. The holiday is observed during Holy Week as part of the Paschal Triduum on the
Friday preceding Easter Sunday, and may coincide with the Jewish observance of Passover. Good
Friday is a widely ins�tuted legal holiday in many na�onal governments around the world, including in
most Western countries (especially among Anglican and Catholic na�ons) as well as in 12 U.S.
states. Some governments, such as Germany, have laws prohibi�ng certain acts, such as dancing and
horse racing, that are seen as profaning the solemn nature of the day.

Easter Vigil
The Easter Vigil liturgy is the most beau�ful liturgy in the Roman Catholic Church. Although celebrated
Holy Saturday evening, it is the drama�c Easter vigil liturgy that marks the beginning of Easter. We are
awai�ng our master's return with our lamps full and burning, so that he will find us awake and seat us
at his table. All Catholics should try to a�end this beau�ful service. The vigil is divided into four parts:
Service of Light, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of Bap�sm, and Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Service of Light
The atmosphere in the church is different: the holy water fonts are drained, all the lights are out, the
tabernacle is empty. The service begins outside the church. A new fire is lit and blessed. A Paschal
Candle is prepared with these words while the priest marks the candle: Christ yesterday and today
(ver�cal arm of the cross) the Beginning and the End (horizontal arm of the cross) the Alpha (alpha
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above the cross) and the Omega (omega below the cross). All �me belongs to him (numeral 2 in upper
le� corner of cross) and all the ages (numeral 0 in upper right corner of cross) To him be glory and
power (numeral 1 in lower le� corner) through every age and forever. Amen (numeral 6 in lower right
corner). Then the priest may insert five grains of incense into the candle in the form of a cross,
meanwhile saying:
1. By his holy
2. and glorious wounds,
3. may Christ the Lord
4. guard us
5. and protect us. Amen.
The priest lights the candle from the new fire, saying: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the
darkness of our hearts and minds. The candle is then processed through the church, at three different
�mes, singing: The Light of Christ. (Lumen Chris�) and the congrega�on sings in reply: Thanks be to
God (Deo gra�as). Everyone lights their candle from the Easter candle and con�nue in procession un�l
the whole church is alight. The Paschal candle symbolizes Christ, the Light of the World.

Liturgy of the Word
During the Easter vigil, nine readings are provided: seven Old Testament and two New Testament. Not
all are required to be read due to �me constraints, but at least three Old Testament readings must be
read, including Exodus 14. These readings help us meditate on the wonderful works of God for his
people since the beginning of �me. The readings are: the story of crea�on, Gen 1:1-2; 2; Abraham and
Isaac, Gen 22:1-18; Crossing of the Red Sea, Exodus 14:15–15:1; New Jerusalem, Isaiah 54:5-14;
Salva�on freely offered to all, Isaiah 55:1-11; Fountain of wisdom, Baruch 3:9-15.32–4:4; New heart
and new spirit, Ezekiel 36:16-17.18-28; Romans 6:3-11; and Gospel reading Mark 16:1-7.

Liturgy of Bap�sm
During this �me the Easter water is blessed, new members are brought into the Church through
bap�sm, part of the liturgy includes the Litany of the Saints. A�erwards the faithful are blessed with
water and all renew their bap�smal promises.

Liturgy of the Eucharist
So resumes the Mass, with the special prayers inserted during the Eucharist Prayer. The whole church
is called to join at the sacrificial table that Christ prepared for us through his death and resurrec�on.
Let us make an extra effort to ac�vely par�cipate in these profound liturgies of the Holy Week, and
grow in our life of discipleship.  

Shadow Stations of the Cross
will be presented by the All Saints

7th/8th Grade Class
on Wednesday, March 31 at

7:00pm

This Shadow Stations of the Cross was
created by using “By Your Side, Stations of
the Cross, for teens and young adults” by
Steve Givens. Each station contains four
elements: a station title, a short verse, which
everyone will say, a shadow meditation and a
prayer. The purpose is to aid reflection on the
passion and death of Jesus Christ, allowing us
to walk beside him to Calvary, while
contemplating his death and our own lives
and faith.
At the completion of the Stations, we will sing
together The Power of the Cross and be led in
a closing prayer. Then you are welcome to sit
in prayer and meditation as long as you wish.
May you be moved by the representation of
shadows as we walk with Jesus through his
final hours leading us into the Triduum.



St. John’s Easter Flowers!
St. John’s is selling Easter flowers again this year. If you’d

like to purchase a Lily, Mum or Begonia, please contact
Monica Fagan at
641 -799-4073.

 
Flowers are $20, payable at time of ordering. 

 The 92th Annual Des Moines Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women Conference will
be held virtually for everyone’s safety.  The
theme is REFRESH & RENEW.  This is a
wonderful way to network with other
Catholic women and find out what other
parishes are doing.
 
The speaker this year will be Barbara Heil, a
former Pentecostal Minister and a dynamic
and inspirational speaker. Bishop Joensen
will impart a message for us as well. 

There is no charge for the conference, but
everyone must register in order to receive an
invite for the Zoom conference. Click the
following link to register.  

Upcoming Activities – DesMoinesDCCW.org

Additional details and registration information
will be available in the March issue of the
Catholic Mirror or visit
www.desmoinesdccw.org/upcoming-activities/

Free Marriage Enrichment Seminar

A great idea for couples to do together during Lent—from your
home, at your pace. MarriageinChrist.com is an easy to use

online program with video presentations, a downloadable
workbook, discussion starters etc. It is simple, practical and fun!

Just 5 sessions. Free for couples who register by March
31 ($40 value). 

Home | Marriage in Christ

Open Prayer & Adoration for EVERYONE
In the month of April at All Saints,

every Wednesday from 6:30pm - 8:15pm
all are welcome to come spend some

 time in prayer or adoration with Jesus.

SCHEDULE
April 7 - Silent Prayer & Adoration

April 14 - Father Tony will lead a traditional
Adoration prayer

April 21 - Brenda Wedemeyer will lead a musical
prayer (you don't have to sing along)

April 28 - Silent Prayer & Adoration

http://desmoinesdccw.org/upcoming-activities/
https://marriageinchrist.com/


All Saints & St. John's
Faith Formation Information

Face masks are REQUIRED during all Faith Formation classes

St John's Classes
meet after Mass until about 10:15

 
Next Class:
Sunday, April 11

Upcoming:
Sunday, April 18

LAST CLASS CELEBRATION:
Sunday, May 2nd

All Saints' First-Sixth
Grade Classes

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 6:30-7:30

 
Next Class:
Wednesday, March 31:
Shadow Stations of the
Cross Presentation for
EVERYONE

Upcoming:
Wednesday, April 14
Wednesday, April 28

LAST CLASS CELEBRATION:
Wednesday, May 5th

All Saints' Seventh-Tenth
Grade Classes

1st & 3rd Wednesdays 7:00-8:15

Next Class:
Wednesday, March 31:
Shadow Stations of the
Cross Presentation for
EVERYONE

Upcoming:
Wednesday, April 7
Wednesday, April 21

LAST CLASS CELEBRATION:
Wednesday, May 5th

St John's & All Saints' Life After Confirmation Class
This group is for Confirmed Youth through the age of 25. Classes will focus on real life Catholic
issues, topics such as dating, relationships, discernment, being catholic and politics, college life
and living a full life. Bring a friend and your mask!!!

Next Session: Sunday, April 18 at 7:00-8:30 at All Saints

Beginning March 13 through April 11
the Faith Formation Programs will holding a Fundraiser

Totally Catholic has great gifts for First Communion, Confirmation, Easter,
Mother's Day, birthdays, etc - YOU WILL FIND SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Totally Catholic works hard to ensure you have quality products. Most chains
will be stainless steel material. Many items come direct from Italy, The Holy

Land, and trustworthy USA companies making and/or importing quality
items. They want you to love and cherish the items you purchase. These
sacramentals should enhance and embrace your faith and love of Christ.

Starting Saturday, March 13 through Sunday, April 11;
the Confirmation Youth will be selling these items before and after

Mass at both parishes!
Or you can order online

BY CLICKING HERE or going to
https://www.totallycatholicfundraising.com/shop

Using the CODE 5616, at checkout to ensure our parishes get the funds

Thanks for supporting the parish Faith Formation Programs!

Registration for Catholic Youth Camp 2021 is currently open
AND FILLING UP FAST, SOME SESSIONS ARE FULL!

The staff at Catholic Youth Camp are busy planning to make summer 2021 the most amazing
summer ever!
When you sign up early for CYC this summer you get:

Your choice of any week—before any of the most popular weeks fill up.
You can pay over 6 months! This is a good option for parents sending multiple kids.

https://www.totallycatholicfundraising.com/shop
https://www.totallycatholicfundraising.com/shop


The knowledge that your son or daughter is about to experience the best week of their
summer at Catholic Youth Camp!

To see what a week at CYC holds, watch our 2021 VIDEO HERE:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yALMAvxFjGA

To register or apply for sponsorship, visit to stmcenter.com!

Pope Francis proclaims
"Year of St Joseph"

With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope
Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as
Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has
proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from today, 8 December 2020, to 8

December 2021.
WITH A FATHER’S HEART:

 that is how Joseph loved Jesus, whom all four Gospels refer to as “the son of
Joseph”

Click here to read more

 Prayers for our Parishioners & Families

Please continue to pray for Kari Cornwell, daughter of Jim and Norma Kloewer,
as she continues to battle pancreatic cancer. May God heal Kari, body and soul. May her pain
cease, her strength increase, her fears be released and may blessings, love, and joy surround
Kari and her family.

Please lift up your prayers for all those suffering from a COVID 19 diagnosis,
those who have passed away because of the illness, as well as, those who love them. Pray for
the caregivers and first responders who selflessly care for those afflicted with this relentless
virus.

We know there are many who are in need of prayer while they await a diagnosis, endure
medical treatments, those who quietly deal with a serious or even fatal condition, and those

who are afraid to go to the doctor because they fear the worst. Please remember them as well.

Mass Intentions
St. John's

Sunday, March 28: Eugene Seilhan
Wednesday, March 31: Genevieve De Souza

Sunday, April 4: Carl Seilhan
Wednesday, April 7: Gary Seilhan
Sunday, April 11: Tiago De Souza
Wednesday, April 14: Jude Seilhan

Diocese of Des Moines News

Stay up to date with news from the Diocese
 

https://www.dmdiocese.org/news

 
 

 Pope Francis has
released this prayer

Parishioners of All Saints and St John's are asked to
join together every Sunday at 11:15 am to Pray this prayer to

help fight the COVID-19 Pandemic

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yALMAvxFjGA
http://stmcenter.com/
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.dmdiocese.org/news


as our world battles
this pandemic.

 
Find time daily to
give this prayer to

God.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of good health and peace that we
have enjoyed for so many years. As we find ourselves in this time of crisis today,
we ask for your divine intervention and mercy to be upon each of us.
Come and guide the minds of those working to discover a treatment to the
COVID-19 virus. Grant them the wisdom, knowledge, and clarity of mind, so that
all peoples will be free from the threat of this ailment.
We also pray for the healthcare workers that are standing in the front line of this
battle. Father, we thank you for their hearts of service, putting the needs of
society before their own, generously responding to the cry of Your people. We
ask that You will grant them strength and protection. As they give of themselves
in selfless service, may You fill them with your Holy Spirit as they work to be Your
healing hands and feet.
Father, we also surrender to You all those who have been afflicted with t he
virus. Grant them Your healing grace, merciful Father, so that they may recover
swiftly and continue to be witnesses of Your love in their lives.
Mother Mary, we ask for your intercession in this great time of need. Cover each
of us with your blue mantle of protection, so that we many be preserved in good
health to continue to glorify your son, Jesus Christ. We make this our prayer
through Christ, our Savior and Redeemer. Amen.

Financial Partnership

Thanks to all who are continuing to tithe to the parish!
If you would like to donate electronically, please click - All Saints website 

All Saints / St John's Church Office, PO Box 605, Stuart, Iowa 50250
 Money that is received for St John's will be deposited into St John's account.

We are grateful to you for your unwavering support, thank you!

All Saints Partnership

Sunday, March 21, 2021

Weekly Offering: $ 2,860.00
Building Fund: $ 220.00
E-Giving: $ 121.10

MONEY COUNTERS
Tuesday, March 30th @ 9:00 am

Dave Vigon
Cindy Boucher

St John's Partnership

Sunday, March 21, 2021

Weekly Offering: $ 455.00

MONEY COUNTERS
After Sunday Mass

Dave Richter
Sheryl Drees

2021 Annual Diocesan Appeal

Thank you to those of you who have already mailed in your 2021 ADA Appeal.

You may send your ADA appeal to the office at: All Saints, P.O. Box 605, Stuart, IA 50250
or by dropping your card and contribution in the collection basket at the church.

Thank you for your generous financial support.

All Saints
2021 ADA Goal: $31,000

Gifts Received as of 3/25/2021
$7,100.00

Saint John's
2021 ADA Goal $ 7,803

Gifts Received as of 3/25/2021
$2,750.00

The office staff uses information found in the church records management software, Parish
Soft, for All Saints and St. John's to make the birthday and anniversary notes.

http://www.stuartallsaints.org/


That information can be incomplete and inaccurate but when an error or missing information is
found, the staff corrects the information. If you have celebrations not listed, please kindly

notify the office by calling or emailing allsaintsoffice@gmail.com ~ thank you

Birthday Blessings 
March 27 - Adella Vogl
March 27 - Carol Smith
March 27 - Gage Trichel

March 27 - Willow Bovinett
March 28 - Kelly Marnin
March 28 - Annie Brincks
March 28 - Emily Smith
March 29 - Caleb Arthur
April 1 - Thelma O'Brien
April 2 - Frank Wagers

April 2 - Christina O'Brien

 Frank & Marilyn
Wagers

March 28, 1959

If you have things that would be helpful to see in the Bulletin,
please email Tammy at allsaintsoffice@gmail.com with your suggestion.
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