
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, March 20       Third Sunday of Lent     

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday  5.30 p.m.  

Thursday (care center) 10 a.m. 

Friday 8.30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of 

our prayerful support while awaiting a diagnosis, 

getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a 

surgery and grieving the loss of a dear one. We 

want to assure everyone that they are in our  

          thoughts and prayers. 

Deceased - Dave Tisl, Eileen Arnts, Milo Rees, Rita Wilson, Theresa Bricks, 

Ron Wittrock    

Lenten Reconciliation    
Lent is a six-week intensive time to turn away from our sin and selfishness, 
and turn back into the arms of our loving and merciful God. Let us utilize 
the God-given opportunity for repentance, and following is the Schedule for 
individual reconciliation: - 
Sunday, April 3 at 11.30 a.m. at All Saints, Stuart 
Sunday, April 3 at 4.00 p.m. at St. John, Adair  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
As we celebrate the third Sunday of Lent, we have some powerful images in the readings. Mo-
ses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro. Moses was the foster-son of the daughter 
of the king of Egypt. He was accustomed to a life of luxury. But he killed an Egyptian who was 

beating a Hebrew slave and had to flee from Egypt into the desert. He had a lot of time on his hands as 
he tended sheep. He started to recalibrate his life. He started to ask questions. And God spoke to him. 
He saw that Moses was seeking him. And so he appeared in a burning bush. The bush intrigued Moses, 
because it was burning but not consumed. But this was more than idle curiosity. Moses says to himself: 
“I must go over to look at this remarkable sight.” And that choice made all the difference. He wanted 
to know more. He drew near the burning bush and God called him by name. There is a profound les-
son here for our own lives. Today we are halfway through Lent, a time God gives us as a journey into 
the desert. We too need a little more silence and a little more reflection in order to see the burning 
bush of God’s presence and draw near it. And God is hoping that we have the same response as Moses: 
“I want to know this God who is not distant but who, in Jesus, has come into my life.” “I want to draw 
near him; I want his light that helps me find my purpose in life. I want to hear God call my name.” 
Moses drew near to God and entered into a relationship with him. To really touch something is to love 
it. Moses drew near the burning bush, and, in a sense, he touched God. And he began to discover a love 
that filled his life and gave him purpose and a mission. When we draw near God and truly touch him, 
the same thing happens to us. Sometimes, God seems far away, mysterious, frightening. This was Mo-
ses’ experience at the burning bush. The fire symbolizes God’s other-worldliness - fire is the least ma-
terial of all material things. It is like light; you can see it, but you cannot touch it. It is burning in a 
bush, but the bush is not burnt up. That symbolizes that God’s way of being is different from ours. The 
name God reveals to Moses emphasizes the same thing: ‘I am who am’. In other words, "I am the one 
who exists independently of every other being." Human existence is dependent: we come into the world 
through our parents; we are cared for by them, and even as adults, we need the support of a society, 
the companionship of others. We are dependent, God is independent. He simply is, from age to age. He 
has no need of anyone else. But this far-away-ness of God is not the whole story.  It is not even the most 
important part of the story.  He may not need us, but he wants us to be close to him. Biblical scholars 
tell us that the Hebrew verb for "being" (used in God’s name, "I am") does not just mean existence in 
the abstract.  It also means to be near, to be close. God came close to Moses and drew Moses close to 
him. In Christ and in the Holy Eucharist, he does so even more. God tells Moses that he has heard the 
cry of his suffering people. Christ too is God’s answer to the yearning of every human heart - his defin-
itive answer. Christ is the one who cultivates the soil around our hearts, as the gardener tends the fig 
tree in the parable.  He wants our lives to bear the fruit of meaning, peace, and happiness. God is far 
away - because he is God - but he is also close by, because he cares. The early Christians used to say 
that if you have seen your brother or sister, you have seen Christ. Christ identifies himself with each 
person. So, if we want to draw near the burning bush this Lent – if we want to draw near God – we 
must draw near our suffering neighbor with real love. Saint John of the Cross said that at the end of 
our lives God will examine us on love. He would not care too much about ‘success’ but he will ask us if 
we have loved and reached out to those in need. I could call someone who needs it. I could write a let-
ter. I could visit a nursing home.  So reach out to the suffering. We give all that to Christ now, who is 
about to give himself to us in the Holy Eucharist. God wants to be that close to us; we matter that 
much to him. The Holy Eucharist is the fulfillment of his promise to be with us till the end of time. The 
Holy Eucharist is the strength we need to draw near to others with real love.  

 Sponsor the Paschal Candle for All Saints! 
At the Easter Vigil Service, a new fire is lit, blessed, and the celebrant lights the Paschal Candle 
from the new fire, saying: may the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our 
hearts and minds. The candle is then processed through the church, at three different times, 
singing: the Light of Christ (Lumen Christi), and the congregation sings in reply: thanks be to 
God (Deo gratias). And then everyone lights their candle from the Paschal Candle and continue 
in procession until the whole church is alight. The Paschal Candle symbolizes Christ, the Light 
of the World. We have the Easter Vigil Service at All Saints on Saturday, April 16, 2022, would 
you consider sponsoring that Paschal Candle this year? 

There will be no Children’s Word during Sunday Mass at All Saints for 

March 20 due to the WCV School District being on Spring Break.  



What are the 40 days of Lent? 
What began as a shorter time of preparing catechumens for baptism at the Easter Vigil, ex-
panded over the centuries to 40 days of penitence, excluding Sundays. Lent began on Ash 
Wednesday and ended when the Easter Vigil began. Today the Season of Lent is a little less 
than 40 days, the Church having designated the three days from the Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper on Holy Thursday to the Vespers (Evening Prayer) of Easter Sunday as a Sacred Triduum (3 
days), celebrating the Lord’s Passion, Death, and Resurrection. While the development of the Lenten 
days was various throughout the Church, it may have been suggested by Christ laying in death for 40 
hours, or by his 40 days of prayer and fasting in the desert (a number itself reminiscent of Israel’s 40 
years in the desert for disbelieving God).  

What is traditionally given up for Lent? 
Since Lent is a time of penitence it is usual to offer a sacrifice to the Lord, both to appeal for the grace 
of personal conversion, and to strengthen our will to be able to cooperate with that grace. The two go 
together, since without God we can do nothing. The best sacrifice we can make is to give up sinning, 
daily examinations of conscience, more frequent Confession, as well as more frequent Mass and Holy 
Communion are especially good ways to prepare for Easter. It would also be good to read Sacred 
Scripture, pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Holy Rosary, daily if possible, mediating on the 
texts or prayers. It is also usual to make some material sacrifice, one that calls for will-power and self-
denial, whether television or social media, foods or treats we particularly like, recreations and other 
pleasures that we crave in excess, and which keep us from prayer and good works. The extra time can 
then be spent to pray and to serve, whether to volunteer at one’s parish, or a local charity, such as a 
ministry to the poor or a crisis pregnancy clinic.  
 

Abstinence on Fridays of Lent  

Abstinence from meat is to be observed on all the Fridays of Lent by all who have celebrated their 

14th birthday. 

What are the three things we do during Lent? 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Our Lord explains three special ways to orient our hearts to God, and 

these principles are especially helpful as we journey through Lent. Traditionally called the three pil-

lars of Lent, they include almsgiving (Matthew 6:1-4), prayer (Matthew 6:5-15), and fasting (Matthew 

6:16-18). 

What are the penitential rules for Lent? 

Since repentance is necessary for salvation, so are the acts which manifest repentance. Throughout 

the year, the Church calls the faithful to do penance, therefore, establishing norms of fast and absti-

nence to aid us. Every Friday is a day of penitence, an acknowledgement of our sins and of the price 

of our salvation.  

 

The Veil Removed Rescheduled  

On Tuesday, March 22 at 7:00pm at All Saints, join Jill Gerling for a Faith Session to 
discuss the movie The Veil Removed and the power of the mass. Those 13 years of age 
and older are welcome. If you are feeling lost or confused or going through the motion 
or never understood things in the Mass this evening is for you.  

 

Sponsor Easter Lilies  

Our art and environment committee is looking forward to decorating the Church with 
beautiful Easter lilies, and if you wish to sponsor them in memory of a loved one, in 
honor of your family, in honor of a friend, or for any other purposes, please use one of 
the Easter Lilies envelops found in the gathering space area. Thank you for being a 
wonderful blessing to all of us.  



Financial partnership - All Saints           Financial partnership - St. John  

March 13, 2022            March 13, 2022 

Tithing: $ 3399            Tithing: $ 553 

Children $ 27              Children: $ 8  

Parish Mission: $ 916           Money counters (3/20/22)  

Building Fund: $ 110            

Altar & Rosary: 50             

Money counters (3/22/22)    

Gina Ocheltree and Bill Clauson                              

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart       Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Saturday, 3/19/22 
Greeters - Pat and Jo Beaman       

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - Pat and Jo Beaman         

Lector - Roni Wilson    

Commentator - Mark Tisl   

Sunday, 3/20/22 
Greeters - Gerling Family    

Altar servers - needed    

Ushers - Wayne Nosbisch and Jill Gerling     

Lector - Gary Riordan   

Commentator - Wayne Nosbisch 

Saturday, 3/26/22 
Greeters - Marvin and Janet Bassett  

Altar servers - needed      

Ushers - Jodi Bassett Pat Marnin          

Lector - Jodi Bassett    

Commentator - Sharon Doud                   

Sunday, 3/27/22 
Greeters - Jeff and Nancy Johnson                          

Altar servers - needed                                                                    

Ushers - Tom Doud and Jeff Johnson      

Lector - Amy Doud    

Commentator - Gary Riordan  

Sunday, 3/27/22 

Cross Bearer - Cody Moreland    

Altar servers - Belle Fagan and Luke Bricks        

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Brian Richter    

Tra. Chalice - Srs. of the Imm. Heart of Mary 

Sunday, 3/20/22 

Cross Bearer - John Fagan    

Altar servers - Reece Richter and Bailey Lillard         

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Theresa Elgin   

Tra. Chalice - Francis and Deb Hollinrake  

Knights of Columbus Lenten Project  
40 Cans for Lent — Benefitting our local 
Food Pantry. Any non-perishable items welcome 
Now  through Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022.  

The Knights of Columbus 
"The Knights of Columbus was formed in 1882 by Father Michael J. McGivney to help widows and 
families in need in his home town and church. The order grew rapidly and during WWI used the mot-
to "Everybody Welcome, Everything Free" to help communities all over the country and world. Dur-
ing this time, in 1919, the Stuart Knights of Columbus chapter was founded. Even now, 100  years lat-
er, the Knights continue to provide support, insurance, and charity to local communities and commu-
nities all over the world. 
In Stuart, IA, the Knights of Columbus, chapter 1961, provides many activities. We support our pas-
tor, families, faith formation, and more. We volunteer for many activities including the Living Nativi-
ty and a Can Food Drive during Lent to benefit the food pantry, doing prayer reflections through the 
Novena for Life and Diaper Drive benefiting the LC clinic, raise money for special olympics, tootsie 
roll drives raising money for our CPID (campaign for persons with intellectual disabilities) program, 
a free throw contest in the spring, put on a chicken dinner in the fall, landscaping at the rectory and 
church, provide roses for mothers on mother's day, spring to help in emergent individual parishioner 
needs, and more. The possibilities are endless as there will always be someone in need. 
As a Catholic man, you are encouraged and formally invited to join us. Join a fellowship of like-
minded Catholic men actively working to better their community through faith and charity." 

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or 

text at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You 

can also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started 

and to learn more about the Knights organization. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

