
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, August 28   Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary 

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center)   

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Dianne Dell, Ray Elsner, Lila Belden, Ann Vigon, Matt Olson, Brian Marso,  

                      Nash Clark              

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
Christ is a King, and kings rule their kingdoms with laws. One of the most important laws in 
Christ’s Kingdom is the law of humility. This law says that ‘everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, and everyone who humbles himself will be exalted’. In other words, greatness in 

his Kingdom comes not from outdoing other people, outperforming them, and outdistancing them. 
Greatness in Christ’s eyes comes from serving other people, from elevating them, helping them ad-
vance, and keeping oneself in the background. In his very first sermon, Jesus had taught the same law 
with different words: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven’. This law 
goes directly against everything this fallen world teaches us. It is extremely hard for us to swallow, 
which is why Jesus explained it by using this unambiguous parable. But even the parable was 
not enough. This law is so fundamental, that Jesus also taught it to us by living it out in 
an extreme way: through his passion and death. Jesus, the Lord of heaven, came to earth and purpose-
fully took the lowest place possible - that of a condemned criminal. He freely took on the most humiliat-
ing form of death - crucifixion. He allowed himself to be stripped of every honor. He allowed 
his reputation to be dragged through the mud by the lies and corruption of his enemies. And yet, be-
cause he humbled himself so thoroughly, he has been glorified so magnificently. Such is the law of his 
Kingdom. Humility does not have a good name. It may conjure up images of degradation and abjec-
tion. Or we may think that it means becoming a doormat for others to step on. But those ideas are both 
off-target. Therefore, it is important to understand what humility really means. Humility means seeing 
ourselves through God’s eyes. To belittle the gifts God has given us would actually be a subtle form of 
pride. So, we should recognize the good, and thank God for it. However, we also need to recognize what 
is evil in us. The pride, the vanity, the laziness, the lust, and the plain old selfishness that we give into 
should bring us on our knees before God to ask for his mercy. We are not frustrated by others’ sinful-
ness or lack of virtue, because we know that we are just like them. Jesus declares that ‘Everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted’. He is calling us to see 
ourselves as God sees us: sinners infinitely loved by God, and in desperate need of his mercy. At first 
glance, the lessons of this passage seem simple and straightforward; at second glance, they 
are shocking. On the surface, they advocate humility and generosity: do not assume your importance 
by sitting in the seat of honor on your own initiative; do not give your hospitality just to people who 
can pay you back. Certainly, Jesus intends to teach these lessons, and certainly the pompous and vain 
Pharisees needed to learn them, just as we need to learn them, but there is more going on 
here. We cannot kill our desire for fulfillment. It is built in - God put it there, like a homing device that 
constantly leads us towards him. And so, Christ does not condemn the natural desire for honor and re-
ward; he elevates it. We should seek the true reward of lasting happiness that comes from living in 
friendship with God. That means practicing the virtue of humility, since only the humble can 
have authentic friendships. And we should put ourselves in ‘the lowest place’ now, serving others while 
we can, so that we can be lifted higher later. Christ is the ultimate realist; he knows the human heart, 
and does not want to stifle it - he wants to set it free. Following the Law of Humility leads to interior 
peace, joy, wisdom, and a greater share in God’s glory, this is what Christ wants for us. The more 
we grow in humility, the more we will experience those things. There are two things every single one of 
us can do in order to grow in humility. The first is to pray. Every time we pray, we acknowledge God’s 
greatness and our dependence on him. Every time we pray, we are exercising the virtue of humility, 
whether it is a short prayer or a long prayer, a good prayer or distracted prayer. If we want to get 
humble, let us pray more, let us reactivate our commitment to a decent life of prayer. Prayer is 
the perfect workout for strengthening humility. Second, we can stop talking so much about ourselves. 
Our fallen nature is always pushing us to be the center of our conversations. But our Christian nature 
is always reaching out to take an interest in our neighbors. Jesus humbles himself again by coming to 
us in the Holy Eucharist, reminding us that humility is the secret to a fulfilling and fruitful life. Let 
us thank him for that, and when we have him in our hearts, let us ask him for this favor: Lord Jesus, 
meek and humble of heart, make our hearts more and more like yours. 



 

You are invited to join a Book Study on TUESDAYS at 12.30 p.m. at All Saints  

Beginning on Tuesday, September 6, 2022   

(Signs of Life - 20 Catholic Customs and their Biblical Roots).    

 

 

THE IGNITE’ CAMPAIGN - A Unique Approach  
Ignite! Campaign – We are making progress!  
Thank you to everyone who has participated and to those who are praying about how they may make a 
difference. Please continue to pray for our success and for our hard-working campaign volunteers who 
are giving of their time and hearts. We need everyone’s help to reach our goal!  
All Saints Goal: $150,000    
Parish Share: $75,000  
Pledged: $ 27,800 
We will use funds from the campaign to replace the roof of the church and the parish hall.  
St. John’s Goal: $40,000    
Parish Share: $20,000  
Pledged: $ 3600 
St. John has designated these funds to update the parish hall and kitchen.  
Annual Diocesan Appeal Corner 
A big thanks to everyone who has already participated in the Annual Diocesan Appeal for the financial year 

2022, and a friendly reminder and request to others that if God has blessed you, would you be kind enough to 

share a little of that God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission by supporting the ADA. 

Parish Goal - All Saints - $ 36,555 

Paid: $ 22,263 

Due: $ 14,292 

Parish Goal - St. John - $ 8,498 

Paid: $ 9,943 

COMING SOON!  
Created in the image and likeness of God, each one of us is a reflection of God. 
Hence, when we see the face of one another in our parish pictorial directory, we see 
the beautiful face of God himself. It has been a while since we published a parish 
pictorial directory of All Saints and St. John. Therefore, we have undertaken the 
task of publishing a new parish pictorial directory, and we need the co-operation of 
everyone in order that we may see your picture in our parish pictorial directory. 

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION.  

Faith Formation Begins Soon!  
Faith Formation at All Saints begins on Wednesday, September 7, 2022 
Grades 1st through 12th meet on Wednesdays from 6.30 p.m.—7.30 p.m. to learn 
Catholic teachings and Jesus’ love for all. Watch for registration e-mail.   
Faith Formation at St. John begins on Sunday, September 11, 2022 
Grades 1st through 8th meet 2 Sundays a month to learn Catholic teachings and Je-
sus’ love for all. Watch for registration e-mail.   

 
St. John - Adair-Casey School would like to thank all who brought school supplies or 
cash donation to be used to get the 2022-2023 school year off to a great start.  
 

Bishop Joensen will be celebrating two anniversary Masses to pray with, bless and 
honor couples celebrating milestone anniversaries. Certificates of blessing and re-
served seating is available for couples celebrating 1, 10, 25 and 50+ years of mar-
riage. Saturday, October 1st at 4 p.m. at St. Ambrose Cathedral, Des Moines, and   
Saturday, October 15th at 5 p.m. at St. Michael Parish, Harlan.  



Financial Partnership           Financial Partnership  

Sunday, August 21           Sunday, August 21 

Tithing: $ 1930                Tithing: $ 474 

Children: $ 16                              Children: $ 8                    

                   Money counters (8/28/22)       

Money counters (8/30/22)            Paul Gettler and Andrew Richter  

Dave Vigon and Cindy Boucher           Cody Moreland and Shannon Marso 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart       Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Saturday 8/27/22 

Greeters - Mark and Kari Tisl                

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Mark and Kari Tisl           

Lector - Mark Tisl    

Commentator - Roni Wilson   

Sunday 8/28/22 
Greeters - Tom and Amy Doud   

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Tom and Amy Doud       

Lector - Dave Witkowski  

Commentator - Amy Doud  

Saturday 9/3/22 

Greeters - Pat and Jo Beaman                 

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Pat and Jo Beaman           

Lector - Bob Bird     

Commentator - Bob Bird   

Sunday 9/4/22 
Greeters - Gene and Mary Ellen Simons    

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Tom and Amy Doud       

Lector - Angie McMahon   

Commentator - Angie McMahon  

 

Christ our Life  September 24/25, 2022 Wells Fargo Arena Des Moines    
A Catholic Conference for our searching souls with well known speakers. Christ 
Our Life Conference will be September 24 and 25 at the Wells Fargo Arena. Many 
speakers are lined up for the conference weekend. Let me introduce you to one, 
Matt Fradd, a brilliant, witty and humorous Australian speaker, podcaster and au-
thor who is returning for the conference. Matt Fradd will be talking about two of his 
favorite subjects: Defending the Faith and Mother Mary. Matt is a super energetic 
speaker, great for all ages and connects well with the young of our church too. Matt 

was a very popular speaker at the 2018 Christ Our Life Conference. You can attend the conference in 
person as part of the livestream. To learn more about the Conference visit: ChristOurLifeIowa.com 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Sessions 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults program is oriented towards those who want to embrace a Catho-
lic way of life from other denominations, or for those who have no religion at all, or for those who de-
sire to revive one’s Catholic faith. We are planning to begin a session soon, if you are interested in par-
ticipating in the sessions, please contact Rev. Antony Mathew at the parish office (phone: 515-523-
1943; e-mail: amathew8@sbcglobal.net).   

Sunday 8/28/22 

Cross Bearer - Belle Fagan     

Altar servers - Carley Fagan and Ruby Marso   

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Theresa Elgin     

Tra. Chalice - John and Adella Vogl  

Sunday 9/4/22 

Cross Bearer - Jovey Denney      

Altar servers - Luke Brincks and Reece Richter    

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Barb Bachman     

Tra. Chalice - Srs. of the Imm. Heart of Mary  

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett  via call or text 

at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can 

also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started and to 

learn more about the Knights organization. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

