
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, September 4  Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time    

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center)   

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. 

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Dianne Dell, Ray Elsner, Lila Belden, Ann Vigon, Matt Olson, Brian Marso,  

                      Nash Clark              

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
At this point in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus is steadfastly making his way to Jerusalem, where he 
knows that he can expect nothing but betrayal, condemnation, humiliation, torture, and 
death, but then on the third day he will rise again. He also knows that everyone who wants 

to be his follower, everyone who wants the incomparable meaning and deep joy of his Kingdom, will 
have to follow the same path. Every Christian has to die with Christ in order to rise with him. Death 
in this sense will not necessarily take the form of physical crucifixion, although for many of his clos-
est followers (the martyrs) it has. But whatever form the cross does take in a particular Christian’s 
life, it will always require a painful renunciation of something dear to us. Christ’s exhortation to 
hate father and mother and brothers and sisters simply points out that a true Christian can prefer 
nothing to Christ. These demands may sound harsh, but they flow from Christ’s love. He does not 
want us to have any illusions. His invitation is directly contrary to the invitations that the devil gives 
us - invitations which are rightly called temptations. The devil tempts us by saying 
that one particular course of action will be easier - more profitable or pleasurable than another. But 
he fails to tell us that the pleasure and profit will be passing, but the damage lasting. The devil wants 
us to forget that we are fallen and live in a fallen world, so that he can convince us never to try and 
get back up. Jesus reminds us from the very start that following him will be demanding, because he 
knows that real friendship is always built on the truth. And his words in today’s gospel are unequiv-
ocal. Luke tells us that ‘Great crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned and addressed 
them’. What did Jesus say to the great crowds? ‘If anyone comes to me without hating his father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple’. Is he telling us to 
hate the very people we should love the most? No. In ancient Palestine, figures of speech were often 
vivid. The more important the point, the more vivid the image. It is not a divine license to hate our 
brother and sisters. Christ means that unless we love him more than we love our families, we cannot 
really follow him. And if we value our own life and our own comfort more than we love Him, we are 
not going to be able to experience the joy of a deep friendship with him. This actually means that we 
are called to love others more. So often we love others for what they can do for us, or we love them 
in a possessive way. But the more we put Christ in first place in our lives, the more we truly love oth-
ers. Christ gives us the key to love him above all else: it means letting go of our possessive love. 
Clinging to our own plans, to our own possessions, or to other people weighs down our hearts. Christ 
makes this abundantly clear at the end of today’s gospel when he says: ‘Anyone of you who does not 
renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple’. He is calling us to give up our possessive, hoard-
ing attitude towards material possessions and towards others. He is inviting us to carry our crosses 
by renouncing our possessions for the infinite gain of loving him above all things. Jesus is mak-
ing two things clear to us today. First, he wants us to have no illusions about following him. 
His path is a hard path. Our nature is fallen, and to get back up again, even with his grace helping 
us, is going to be hard. That is the obvious lesson in this Gospel passage. We can never let ourselves 
forget it. But there is another lesson too, equally worth our attention. Jesus is teaching us that fol-
lowing him involves more than feelings and vague inspirations. We are supposed to use our minds, 
to put our creativity and intelligence to work in the adventure of following Christ. This is clear from 
the examples Jesus uses. The builder and the warring king had to channel their enthusiasm through 
the cool filter of reason. Christians must do the same. The emotional excitement that comes from a 
retreat or a pilgrimage or a special grace-filled encounter with the Lord is like the blossoms on a 
cherry tree. They bloom quickly and fill our souls with a sweet aroma, but then the long summer 
comes, and we have to persevere patiently, following an intelligent plan of spiritual and apostol-
ic work, before the fruit matures. Love, even the lasting love that comes from friendship with Christ, 
is often born amidst intense emotions, but it matures through sweat and suffering, and those can on-
ly be endured with the aid of reason and conviction - both of which go deeper than mere passing 
emotions. Following Christ is more than following a whim; it is a long-term project that deserves 
and engages the whole person. We ask him for the courage to love him and to renounce our selfish-
ness.  
 



You are invited to join a Book Study on TUESDAYS at 12.30 p.m. at All Saints  

Begins on Tuesday, September 6, 2022   

(Signs of Life - 20 Catholic Customs and their Biblical Roots).    

 

THE IGNITE’ CAMPAIGN - A Unique Approach  
Thank you for your support of the Ignite! Campaign. Thank you to our volunteers and parishioners 
who are working to make the Ignite! Campaign a success. If you have not yet made a gift, you can al-
ways do so by calling the parish office or online at: dmdiocese.org/giving/ignite/give-now.    
All Saints Goal: $150,000    
Parish Share: $75,000  
Pledged: $ 33,900 
We will use funds from the campaign to replace the roof of the church and the parish hall.  
St. John’s Goal: $40,000    
Parish Share: $20,000  
Pledged: $ 3600 
St. John has designated these funds to update the parish hall and kitchen.  

 

Online Scheduling 
for Photography 

    www.ucdir.com 
    Click on Photography  
    Enter ia204 (church code) 
    Church password – photos    

 

Bishop Joensen will be celebrating two anniversary Masses to pray with, bless and 
honor couples celebrating milestone anniversaries. Certificates of blessing and re-
served seating is available for couples celebrating 1, 10, 25 and 50+ years of marriage. 
Saturday, October 1st at 4 p.m. at St. Ambrose Cathedral, Des Moines, and   
Saturday, October 15th at 5 p.m. at St. Michael Parish, Harlan. 

  

Music and Dance in the Adair City Park  

Sunday September 18th at 4 p.m. 

Performances by: Ashley Smith, Rita El-

gin, Kyle and Laura Fever   

ADA DANCERS 

  Zipps Pizza  Casey Creamery  

Don’t Forget Your Lawn Chairs. 

In case of rain, join us in the Fire Station.  

Photography Schedule  

All Saints, Stuart   

Tuesday, October 11, 2022 

2 p.m.  -  8.30 p.m.  

Wednesday, October 12, 2022  

2 p.m.  -  8.30 p.m.    

Thursday, October 13, 2022   

2 p.m.  -  8.30 p.m.  

Friday, October 14, 2022  

2 p.m.  -  8.30 p.m.  

Saturday, October 15, 2022 

10 a.m.  -  4. p.m. 

Photography Schedule  

St. John, Adair  

Tuesday, September 27, 2022 

2 p.m.  -  8.30 p.m.  

Wednesday, September 28, 2022  

2 p.m.  -  8.30 p.m.  

If these two days are inconven-

ient, you can sign up at All 

Saints.  



Financial Partnership           Financial Partnership  

Sunday, August 28               Sunday, August 28 

Tithing: $ 1859                           Tithing: $ 883 

Children: $ 23                              Children: $ 7                    

                   Building Fund: $ 400 

Money counters (9/6/22)            Money counters (9/4/22)       

Bill Clauson and Diane Messinger            Paul Gettler and Andrew Richter  

                   Cody Moreland and Shannon Marso 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart       Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Saturday 9/3/22 

Greeters - Pat and Jo Beaman                 

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - Pat and Jo Beaman           

Lector - Bob Bird     

Commentator - Bob Bird   

Sunday 9/4/22 
Greeters - Gene and Mary Ellen Simons    

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Tom and Amy Doud       

Lector - Angie McMahon   

Commentator - Angie McMahon  

Saturday 9/10/22 

Greeters - Marvin and Janet Bassett                  

Altar servers - needed        

Ushers - David Doud and Jodi Bassett           

Lector - Jodi Bassett  

Commentator - Jodi Bassett  

Sunday 9/11/22 
Greeters - Jill Gerling and Family    

Altar servers - needed  

Ushers - Wayne Nosbisch and Jill Gerling       

Lector - Wayne Nosbisch  

Commentator - Wayne Nosbisch 

Christ our Life  September 24/25, 2022 Wells Fargo Arena Des Moines    

A Catholic Conference for our searching souls with well known speakers. Christ 
Our Life Conference will be September 24 and 25 at the Wells Fargo Arena. Many 
speakers are lined up for the conference weekend. Let me introduce you to one, 
Matt Fradd, a brilliant, witty and humorous Australian speaker, podcaster and au-
thor who is returning for the conference. Matt Fradd will be talking about two of his 
favorite subjects: Defending the Faith and Mother Mary. Matt is a super energetic 
speaker, great for all ages and connects well with the young of our church too. Matt 

was a very popular speaker at the 2018 Christ Our Life Conference. You can attend the conference in 
person as part of the livestream. To learn more about the Conference visit: ChristOurLifeIowa.com 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Sessions 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults program is oriented towards those who want to embrace a Catho-
lic way of life from other denominations, or for those who have no religion at all, or for those who de-
sire to revive one’s Catholic faith. We are planning to begin a session soon, if you are interested in par-
ticipating in the sessions, please contact Rev. Antony Mathew at the parish office (phone: 515-523-
1943; e-mail: amathew8@sbcglobal.net).   

Sunday 9/4/22 

Cross Bearer - Jovey Denney      

Altar servers - Luke Brincks and Reece Richter    

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Barb Bachman     

Tra. Chalice - Srs. of the Imm. Heart of Mary  

Sunday 9/11/22 

Cross Bearer - Francis Hollinrake  

Altar servers - Bailey Lillard and Ruby Marso  

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Brian Richter  

Tra. Chalice - Cody and Elizabeth Moreland  

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett  via call or text 

at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can 

also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started and to 

learn more about the Knights organization. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

