
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, December 25 The Nativity of the Lord   

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass Schedule  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center) 

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4. 30 p.m. (December 31) 

Sunday 10.00 a.m. (January 1) 

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass Schedule  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m. (January 1)  

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Jude Marso, Jaya Fever, Matt Olson, Phyllis O’Brien, Betty Ludwig, Joanne 

Tiernan, Bertha Fagan   

Deceased: Greg Wedemeyer, Shirley Murphy  

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
When we forget that God wants to meet us right where we are at, we can end up wasting a lot 
of time and effort in life. We find ourselves searching for elaborate methods to get into contact 
with God. This is what happens when we have the wrong idea of God. We think he is distant 

and mysterious, hiding himself somewhere, and so we expect that we can only really find him 
in extraordinary circumstances or by using some esoteric techniques. But the true God is not like that. 
Certainly, he himself is extraordinary and mysterious and more wonderful than we can imagine, but 
he wants to meet us on our own level, right where we are. The shepherds were responsibly fulfilling 
their normal, unglamorous duties when they received God’s message. Joseph and Mary welcomed the 
Son of God in a poor stable cave while they were waiting to register for the census. The great lesson of 
the Incarnation is precisely that God wants to meet us - and befriend us - right where we are. With 
Christ, the everyday circumstances of the human condition become occasions of divine revela-
tion and grace-filled salvation. God meets us where we are at, but he does not want to leave us there. 
He comes into our lives in order to invite us to come into his life, to follow him all the way to heaven. 
He is so eager for us to let him into our lives, so that he can let us into his life, that he almost tricks us 
into doing so. God is all-powerful and all-knowing. He could have come to us in any way at all, and he 
chose to do so quietly. He chose to give us a ‘sign’ by becoming an ‘infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and laid in a manger’. Small, weak, and helpless - that is how our Lord comes to us. And who 
can resist the charm of a helpless little baby gurgling and smiling and waving its tiny little hands? By 
making himself weak, in need of constant care and attention, he draws us towards him, restoring the 
relationship that was broken in the Garden of Eden. This is his trick - the trick of love. He knows 
we need him in order to live a truly meaningful life, but he also knows that we do not like to admit that 
- we prefer being our own boss instead of following the real boss. And so, in order to sneak in the back 
door of our lives, he becomes a little baby - he chooses to need us. This Christmas, will we take up 
God’s gentle invitation and let Christ come further into our lives? Will we agree to follow him more 
closely, even if it means leaving our comfort zones behind? Or will we keep him at a distance, afraid 
to risk our self-sufficiency and comfort for the sake of a helpless, needy child? It is cold in that Bethle-
hem cave, and he is hoping to be warmed by our embrace. Jesus came to the world on that first Christ-
mas as a little baby. Before he could fulfill his mission, he needed Mary to care for him, watch over 
him, protect him, feed him, and help him grow. He is a Savior who makes us partners in our 
own salvation. He cannot bring his abundant meaning and power into our lives unless we care for 
him the same way Mary did. To care for Christ means giving him time each day in sincere and hum-
ble prayer. It means paying attention to his voice as he seeks to guide us through Church teaching and 
our conscience. It means putting our own comfort in second place and putting love for God and neigh-
bor in first place - just as every mother must do with her children. And since Christ also happens to 
be God, if we do our best to take care of him, he will do even more to take care of us. If we accept him, 
he actually promises to give us ‘the power to become children of God’, to look forward to everlasting 
life. He always gives much more than he receives. The cause of Christian joy is not presents. The cause 
of Christian joy is not a trouble-free life. The cause of Christian joy is Jesus Christ, God-With-Us. This 
Christmas let us open up space for God. The next eight days are particularly dedicated to celebrating 
Christmas. In the Catholic tradition, this is called the Octave of Christmas. So, from today up until 
(and including) January First, let us take care of Jesus. 

Although Mary did not provide Jesus with either his divine nature or his immortal human 
soul, she is still his mother because she gave birth to a person and that one person is God. If 
Jesus Christ is one, eternal and unchangeable divine person, God, and Mary is his mother -
Mary is the Mother of that one, eternal and unchangeable person, God. The Solemnity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God falls on Sunday and following is the 
Mass Schedule: -  
Saturday, December 31        4.30 p.m. at All Saints                      
Sunday, January 1  8 a.m. at St. John  
    10 a.m. at All Saints  
Father Antony Mathew and the staff wish each and every member of our parish family a 
Happy and Blessed New Year. May the New Year bring us closer to our Divine Family, to 
our own family, and to our parish family; so that we can praise God for His love, mercy, and 
abundant blessings, and become his instruments in reaching out to one another in love and 
charity.  



Our New Offering Envelops (2023) are delayed again this year. We will hand them 
out to you as soon as they arrive. Meanwhile, please continue to use LOOSE 
CHECKS/CASH. You can also set up for automatic withdrawal from your bank 
account or you can set up for online giving using your bank card/credit card. 
Thank you for being a wonderful blessing to us.      

 

Annual Diocesan Appeal Reminder for All Saints Parishioners!  
A big thanks to everyone who has already contributed to the Annual Diocesan Appeal, and a friendly 
reminder for others that if we do not pay off the appeal amount within the time frame, then the 
amount has to be paid from our operating account and it will affect our parish finances. May I appeal 
to you to share a little of the God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission. Thank you.   

 

Grain Donation to the parish  
If you would like to make your contribution in terms of kind by donating grain to 
All Saints/St. John, please know that we will be able to accept your donation in     
kind. For more information, please contact the parish office.    

 

Don’t Miss your Last Opportunity for Tax Deduction  
A tax deduction is awaiting you for the year 2022, and you don’t want to miss it! 
Make a donation to All Saints or St. John Catholic Church before the 31st of Decem-
ber, and claim a tax deduction when you file your tax returns for the year 2022.     

 
 

The Altar and Rosary Society wants to thank all those who provided items for the 
homemade Christmas candy and cookie sale on the weekend of December 17th/18th. 
Your sacrifice and hard work is appreciated as you make a difference in our commu-
nity and raised $ 471 dollars.  

 

We express our appreciation and gratitude to the Art and Environment Team chaired 
by Christy O’Brien and Deb Hollinrake for the wonderful Christmas decorations, and 
a special thanks to all the donors for the financial support, and thanks to the music 
ministry team, liturgical ministry team (sacristans, extra-ordinary ministers of the Eu-
charist, lectors, greeters, ushers, altar servers), all the others who had a role in making 
our Christmas celebration a profound experience for everyone.  

 

Our beautiful poinsettia plants at All Saints were in memory of: - Rita Wilson, Dave 
Tisl, Louis and Isabell, Ball/Disney/Tobin Sherman, Teresa Powell, Ron and Karen 
Dupuy, Tom Billheimer, Bill and Maxine McGinnis, Tim Stamper, Robert and Addy 
Olson, Lawrence and Caroline Lacher, Elizabeth Caufield, Bill Tiernan, Janet Taylor, 
Ike and Marjorie Gomez, Kari Klower Cornwell, The Donnelly and Gilley families, 
Nancy Miner, Gus Ocheltree, and deceased family members; and in honor of: - Van 
Pelt and Hannappel families, Gomez family, Steve and Teresa Leonard. Please be as-
sured of a special  remembrance of your loved ones at our Christmas Masses.  

We want to thank Monica Fagan and her Team of volunteers for coordinating the Al-
tar Server Appreciation Breakfast on Sunday, December 18th. It was just our way of 
encouraging and thanking those who assist us at the altar when they are assigned. 
May God bless you, your family, and our loved ones with His peace, joy, and abundant 
blessings during this wonderful season.  

We want to express our gratitude and appreciation to the Faith Formation team of All 
Saints, the Knight of Columbus, and the children who enacted the Live Nativity on 
Sunday, December 18th, and to everyone who came to enjoy it. It was wonderful, and 
inspiring. We do appreciate your sacrifice and hard work.  
 

Each year, our Church calendars are sponsored by the Johnson Family Funeral 
Home. We want to express our appreciation and gratitude to Michael Johnson and 
family for being a wonderful blessing to us. May God bless them, their family, and 
their loved ones, and their wonderful ministry of caring after death with His abundant 
blessings during this wonderful season.   



Financial Partnership            Financial Partnership  

Sunday, December 18                             Sunday, December 18 

Tithing: $ 4799                                  Tithing: $ 1498 

Children: $ 10                                      Children: $ 28 

Money counters (12/27/22)            Money counters (12/24/22)                   

Bill Clauson and Diane Messinger            P. Gettler, A. Richter, C. Moreland, Francis Holl-

              inrake and Matt Fagan 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart         

Christmas Vigil 12/24/22 
Altar servers - Zoey and Bailey Dickson   

Ushers - Tom and Jackson Doud  

Lector - Amy Doud   

Commentator - Joyce Van Pelt  

Euc. mins. - Amy Doud/Mark and Kari Tisl  

Christmas Day 12/25/22 

Altar servers - needed   

Ushers - Mike Caufield and Bob Olson   

Lector - Roni Wilson   

Commentator - Donna Olson  

Euch. mins. - Diane Caufield/Jodi Bassett    

Mary, Mother of God Vigil 12/31/22 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Becky O’Brien and Diane Messinger 

Ushers - Becky O’Brien and Diane Messinger    

Lector - Roni Wilson   

Commentator - Sharon Doud   

Euch. mins. - Jodi Bassett   

Mary, Mother of God  1/1/23 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters Donna and Bob Olson  

Ushers - Mike Caufield and Bob Olson   

Lector - Donna Olson    

Commentator - Donna Olson  

Euch. mins. - Diane Caufield   

 

 

 

 

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Christmas Vigil 12/24/22 

Cross Bearer - John Fagan  

Altar servers - Joe and Belle Fagan        

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Julie Plowman  

Euc. mins. – Les Elgin, Adella Vogl and Matt Fagan 

Tra. Chalice - Francis and Deb Hollinrake  

Mary, Mother of God  1/1/23 
Cross Bearer - Joe Fagan  

Altar servers - Ruby Marso and Addi Richter         

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Barb Bachman   

Cup minister - Les Elgin  

Tra. Chalice - John and Adella Vogl   

  All Saints accepts          
  Automatic withdrawal      

                             from Bank Account or     
          online giving through                
         credit card or bank card 

Easy, convenient, and secure way of giving.  
Consider the advantages, and signup for automat-
ic withdrawal/online giving. Inspired, please con-
tact the parish office: 515-523-1943.       

Father Antony Mathew and the staff wish each member of our 
parish family a Merry Christmas. May the Christ Child, who 
came as a Baby in Bethlehem, quietly, gently, helplessly en-
trusting himself to Mary’s care draw us closer to himself and 
make us his instruments to our families, to our communities 
and to our world at large.  
It is also an appropriate time to recognize the ministries of those 

who make our parish family a unique one; and our celebration of 

the Holy Eucharist a profound experience for those who gather to 

worship and praise God week after week. I want to thank all those 

who devote so much of their time, energy and life for the parish 

family day after day, and thereby bringing immeasurable blessings 

to all of us. Thanks to our wonderful pastoral team: Rev. Anto-

ny Mathew, Wilma Ernesti, Jill Gerling, Barb Boss, and 

Christina Boss for their commitment, sacrifice, and selfless 

giving to our parish family. We express our gratitude to the 

pastoral council; the finance council at All Saints and St. John; 

the religious formation team at All Saints and St. John; catechists/

substitutes, catechist aids/adult study group); Liturgy Ministry 

Team (special thanks to Joyce Van Pelt, and Les Elgin, sacristans, 

extra-ordinary ministers of the Holy Eucharist, lectors, greeters, 

ushers, altar servers, and art and environment team); Music Minis-

try Team (organist/pianist/cantors); the Social Ministry Team 

(parish social gathering ministry, bereavement ministry, Altar and 

Rosary Society; Knights of Columbus; St. John’s Family; mainte-

nance ministry at All Saints and St. John; money counters at All 

Saints and St. John, and all the others who have a role in making a 

difference in our parish family.   


