
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, January 8   The Epiphany of the Lord 

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass Schedule  

Tuesday   5. 30 p.m.   

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center) 

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4. 30 p.m.  

Sunday 10.00 a.m.  

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass Schedule  

Wednesday   5. 30 p.m.  

Sunday   8.00 a.m.  

Confession   7.15 a.m.  

Rosary   7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while awaiting a 

diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery and grieving the loss 

of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Sick: Jill Gerling, Mary Lonsdale, Phil Fagan, Jaya Fever, Matt Olson, Phyllis O’Bri-

en, Joanne Tiernan, Bertha Fagan   

Deceased: Michol Beth Lydon, Maxine Hagen, Virgil Rosonke, Michael Askren,  

          Colleen Tiernan Otto, Pat Schaeffer, Greg Wedemeyer                            

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
The coming of the Wise Men to adore the baby Jesus is one of the Bible’s most beauti-
ful proofs of God’s faithfulness. More than 500 years before Christ’s birth, God had prom-
ised, through his prophet Isaiah, that he was going to lead ‘all the nations’ to Jerusalem to 

share in the light of salvation. He even promised that they would bring gold and incense. In spite of 500 
years of wars, migrations, and historical turbulence that re-wrote the map of the civilized world three 
different times, God did what he said he was going to do. The Wise Men came from the non-
Jewish world; they represent the nations. By coming to Christ, they enter into the light of salvation 
bringing gifts. This shows us that God is good - because he kept his promise. There is one 
thing that every human heart is absolutely starving for: someone to trust. Someone who not only 
will promise to never let you down, never judge you, never abandon you, but someone with 
enough goodness and enough power to keep that promise. Every one of us needs someone we can lean 
on no matter what, someone we can go to no matter what, someone who will be glad to see us no mat-
ter what - someone who is utterly, totally, unhesitatingly, faithful. That someone is God. It also shows 
us that God is all-powerful - the ups and downs of history are under his control. And this is our God - 
the same one we come to worship, who gives himself to us in the holy Eucharist. All of God’s goodness 
and power are ours, because we belong to Christ, and Christ is the incarnation of God’s faithful-
ness. God is always guiding us, always accompanying us; he never forgets about us. To live in 
tune with this beautiful, powerful truth of our faith - that we can count on God - means to freely obey 
our conscience. Conscience is the secret chamber of the soul. Only two people have the key: we and 
God. In that secret chamber of our conscience, God shows us the star that can lead us to true meaning 
and joy. In that secret chamber of our conscience, God tells us what we need to leave behind in order 
to become truly free. What has he been telling us our conscience? What has he been asking of each of 
us? He loves each of us more than we love ourselves, and so he is always urging us forward on the path 
of life. Like a good coach, he never stops encouraging us to give our best, to be true to our Christian 
calling. Maybe he has been nudging our conscience, telling us to break off an unhealthy relationship or 
to take the first step to heal a broken one. Maybe he has been inviting you to follow our true vocation. 
Maybe he has been warning us to be more faithful to a particular relationship or responsibility. On-
ly we and God know which star he has been pointing out. Sometimes we are afraid to follow it. Today 
he is reminding us that we have nothing to be afraid of. He is trustworthy. Let us ask for 
the grace to follow that star and let us pray for all those people who have stopped following it, or who 
still have not seen it. God has not given up on them, and neither should we. Christ does not always 
show his faithfulness by shielding us from the cross (though many times he does); rather, he shows his 
faithfulness by staying right by our side and sharing our crosses, even when they hurt the most. God is 
a King and the Savior whom he sends us, Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of God, comes not to philoso-
phize, but to rule. Herod trembled because he knew this. The Wise Men rejoiced because they knew 
this. Even before Jesus can talk, he teaches us a precious truth about ourselves. In our hearts, there 
dwell two potential responses to the coming of such a King: Herod’s or the Magi’s. Herod had spent 
his life murdering, extorting, and building a personal kingdom ruled by his whims for his personal glo-
ry. Christ enters the scene - a King with authority from on high. Herod immediately feels the threat. If 
Christ is not destroyed or discredited, it could spell the end of all his labors. The Magi, on the other 
hand, do not fear the demands that this new King will make on their personal lives. Instead, 
they rejoice to know that God’ Savior is finally coming. Instead of hoarding and protecting their treas-
ures, the fruits of their life’s labors, they generously offer them to Christ as gestures of honor, respect, 
and allegiance. Whenever Christ enters our lives, which he does every day through the voice 
of conscience, the teachings of his Church, and the designs of Providence, we must choose in whose 
steps we will follow, Herod’s or the Magi’s. Will we tremble, afraid of what Jesus may demand of us? 
Or will we rejoice, glad to have such a glorious Lord to follow? We have both possibilities in our hearts 
- we are potential Herods, and we also are potential Magi.  

It was a proud moment on Thursday, January 5, 2023 for the parishioners All 
Saints Catholic Church and for the people of the State of Iowa as Brenna Bird 
was sworn into office as the Attorney General of the State of Iowa. Congratula-
tions and prayerful best wishes to Brenna Bird as she fulfills her new calling and 
responsibilities. We entrust her to God’s care, protection and guidance.          



Our New Offering Envelops (2023) are delayed this year. We will hand them out 
to you as soon as they arrive. Meanwhile, please continue to use LOOSE 
CHECKS/CASH. You can also set up for automatic withdrawal from your bank 
account or you can set up for online giving using your bank card/credit card. 
Thank you for being a wonderful blessing to us.      
 

 

Annual Diocesan Appeal Reminder for All Saints Parishioners!  
A big thanks to everyone who has already contributed to the Annual Diocesan Appeal, and a friendly 
reminder for others that if we do not pay off the appeal amount within the time frame, then the 
amount has to be paid from our operating account and it will affect our parish finances. May I appeal 
to you to share a little of the God-given blessing to spread His kingdom and mission. Thank you.   
 

Grain Donation to the parish  
If you would like to make your contribution in terms of kind by donating grain to 
All Saints/St. John, please know that we will be able to accept your donation in     
kind. For more information, please contact the parish office.    
 

 
The Two Minute Homily by Jodi Bassett 
We now have entered ordinary time, after the four weeks of Advent. But really, 
what is ordinary about our faith? Well, nothing really. Catholicism is a unique faith, 
and a privilege in which to believe. So why ordinary time? It should come as no sur-
prise that Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter are especially important seasons for 
us, and ordinary time is simply not those times. But ordinary time is anything but 
basic, or unimportant. The root of the meaning of ordinary is “numbered,” marking 
the movement of time as it unfolds through the liturgical year. It is meant as a time 

of spiritual growth for the faithful, a preparation for Lent and Advent. Probably most of us don’t think 
like that; I confess I don’t. I like to think I give proper reverence during Lent and Advent, and ordi-
nary time is still important to me, but I don’t specifically consider the rest of the year as a time of 
growth.  Perhaps that direct message has been lost over time. As we start ordinary time, it might be 
good to take some time to reflect on how we can use ordinary time to nurture our souls and ourselves. 
There are about five weeks until Ash Wednesday. Challenge yourself to prepare for Lent, itself a time 
for spiritual preparation. Become ordinary! 

 
“Michol Beth Lydon, daughter of Edwin and Agnes Mary Lydon of Ru-
ral Stuart, will be remembered with a Memorial Mass on Saturday, 
January 14th at 11 a.m. here at All Saints Catholic Church. Visitation 
will be on Saturday, January 14th from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. prior to 
Mass. Beth will be buried in Calvary Cemetery. Friends and family are 
invited to attend. A luncheon will be served at All Saints parish hall.” 

As the shepherds and Wise Men followed the star to the Newborn 
King, the Savior Jesus, come take a faithful walk viewing all types of 
Nativity sets from our parishioners, families and community at All 
Saints Catholic Church. Open House Hours: -  
 

Saturday, January 7, 2023 
3. 30 p.m. – 4. 15 p.m. and 5. 30 -6. 30 p.m.  

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
9. 00 a.m. – 9. 45 a.m. and 11. 00 a.m. – 12. 00 p.m. 

  

Prayers are requested for Jill Gerling, our coordinator of faith for-
mation as she is scheduled to have a surgery on Thursday, January 

12th. We are confident that God will work through the surgeon and 

caregivers and that Jill Gerling will experience the powerful gift of 
healing.  



Financial Partnership            Financial Partnership  

Sunday, January 1, 2023                            Sunday, January 1, 2023 

Tithing: $ 1675                                            Tithing: $ 1483 

Children: $ 6                                            Children: $ 2 

Money counters (1/10/23)            Money counters (1/8/23)                   

Bill Clauson and Diane Messinger              P. Gettler, A. Richter, C. Moreland, Francis Holl-

              inrake and Matt Fagan 

 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart         

Saturday  1/7/23 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Mark and Kari Tisl   

Ushers - Mark and Kari Tisl  

Lector - Mark Tisl     

Commentator - Sharon Doud    

Euch. min. - Jodi Bassett    

Sunday 1/8/23 
 

Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Tom and Amy Doud   

Ushers - Tom and Amy Doud   

Lector - Dave Witkowski     

Commentator - Dave Witkowski  

Euch. min. - Amy Doud    

Saturday  1/14/23 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - David and Sharon Doud  

Ushers - David and Sharon Doud  

Lector - Roni Wilson  

Commentator - Sharon Doud 

Euch. min. - Harriet Gulbranson  

Sunday 1/15/23 
 

Altar servers - Faith Formation  

Greeters - Faith Formation  

Ushers - Faith Formation  

Lector - Faith Formation  

Commentator - Faith Formation  

Euch. min. - Diane Caufield  

 

 

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Sunday 1/8/23 
Cross Bearer - Francis Hollinrake   

Altar servers - Reece Richter and Luke Brincks         

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Theresa Elgin    

Euch. min. - Matt Fagan  

Tra. Chalice - Phyllis O’Brien    

Sunday 1/15/23 
Cross Bearer - Jovie Denny  

Altar servers - Henry Wanie and Carley Fagan          

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Brian Richter  

Euch. min. - Adella Vogl  

Tra. Chalice - Matt and Monica Fagan  

  All Saints accepts          
  Automatic withdrawal      

                             from Bank Account or     
          online giving through                
         credit card or bank card 

Easy, convenient, and secure way of giving.  
Consider the advantages, and signup for automat-
ic withdrawal/online giving. Inspired, please con-
tact the parish office: 515-523-1943.       

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Co-

lumbus, contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or text 

at 712-574-3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can 

also visit kofc.org/joinus to get the process started and to 

learn more about the Knights organization. 

 

As we journey on into the New Year, 
let us pray without ceasing that God 
may bring us closer to him and to one 
another. May we praise Him for His 
love, mercy, and abundant blessings 
with little more passion each day and 
may we able to reach out to our extend-
ed family (the world) in love and chari-
ty. 

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus

