
All Saints Catholic Church  

and  

St. John Catholic Church  

216 All Saints Drive        Office Hours     501 Adair Street  

Stuart, Iowa 50250   Tuesday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Adair, Iowa 50002  

www.stuartallsaints.com  Wednesday  8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   www.adairstjohn.com  

Phone: 515-523-1943  Thursday   8.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.   Phone: 515-523-1943  

Sunday, March 19  Fourth Sunday of Lent   

      Staff  
Pastor         Co-ordinator of faith formation  

Rev. Antony Mathew       Jill Gerling  

Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)    Phone: 515-523-1943  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net      Email: allsaintsff@outlook.com  

Sacraments  RCIA  Funeral  Parish Hall  etc.  
Phone: 515-523-1943 (O) 712-304-4836 (C)  

Email: amathew8@sbcglobal.net  

Schedule - All Saints, Stuart   

Mass Schedule  

Tuesday   5.30 p.m. 

Thursday  10 a.m. (care center) 

Friday 8. 30 a.m.  

Saturday 4. 30 p.m.  

Sunday 10.00 a.m.  

Confession  

Saturday 3.30 p.m. 

Rosary 4.00 p.m.  

Schedule - St. John, Adair  

Mass Schedule  

Wednesday  5.30 p.m.  

Sunday    8.00 a.m.  

Confession    7.15 a.m.  

Rosary    7.30 a.m.  

We know that there are many who are in need of our prayerful support while 

awaiting a diagnosis, getting treatment for an illness, recovering from a surgery 

and grieving the loss of a dear one. We want to assure everyone that they are in our 

thoughts and prayers. 

Deceased: Marvin Welch 

Parish Mission  

Rejoicing with gratitude in God’s blessings, we invite and welcome all to share in the fullness of the Catho-

lic faith. We live our baptismal call through worship, teaching and serving one another.  



F 
ather Tony’s Corner! 
As we continue on with our Lenten journey, we are invited to ponder upon the encounter of a 
blind with Jesus. Jesus healed him in a unique way - used spittle and mud to make clay, put 
the clay on the man’s eyelids with his own fingers, and told him to go to the pool of Siloam to 

wash. In ancient times, saliva was often used in medical procedures; it was considered to have life-
giving, healing properties. But more than that, through this method, the blind man felt Christ touch-
ing him, heard his voice, and actively participated in God’s wonderful, saving deed. 
Christ’s touch gave the blind man hope and confidence, making the miracle into a personal encounter, 
not a magic trick. Jesus gave this blind man two priceless gifts? First, Jesus gave him the joy of physi-
cal sight. For the first time in his life he could see. All of the things that he had known just by words, 
sound, and touch suddenly came alive. Color flooded his mind and filled him with wonder; the visual 
symphony of the sky and the landscape; the subtle beauty of expressions on people’s faces emphasiz-
ing the meanings of their words; the look of love and tenderness from his mother, which he 
had never seen. Jesus had opened up to this man a new, glorious, awe-inspiring world of human expe-
rience. Joy, amazement, and gratitude filled the man’s mind and heart. He experienced a hitherto un-
dreamed-of intensity of life. But Jesus also gave him the gift of spiritual sight - the gift of faith. He ena-
bled the blind man to recognize and see God in Jesus. He enabled him to encounter 
his Creator knowingly, face to face. And the man was overwhelmed with a sense of gratitude and 
awe - so much so that he fell down at Christ’s feet and worshipped him, right there in the middle of 
the crowded Temple. He stood up to the powerful Pharisees, defending Christ’s lordship, even at the 
risk of being expelled from the synagogue - making him into a social outcast. This man did not let 
the gifts of God blind him to the goodness of God. We have also received two priceless gifts from God: 
our natural lives, with all that that entails, and our supernatural life, our knowledge of, faith in, 
and friendship with Christ. The Church preserves this method of administering God’s grace, through 
the sacraments. The priest's words of absolution at the end of confession provide real closure to our 
need for forgiveness. The water of baptism, the bread and wine of the Eucharist, the chrism of confir-
mation. The material elements of the sacraments are an extension through history of the Incarnation, 
of God's eager desire to reach out and touch us, to be our companion. We are not purely spiritual be-
ings; it suits us to encounter God through the mediation of physical realities. Christ doesn't save hu-
man nature by destroying it, but by redeeming it. Christ communicated God’s divine grace in a way 
that was adapted to human nature - which includes both body and spirit. This is how he always works, 
not from a distance, but up close and personal, unafraid of the nitty-gritty. 

This Sunday is being observed as Safe Haven Sunday. It is an initiative in response to Saint Paul’s in-
vitation to “live as children of light”, to expose the “fruitless works of darkness” and to awake from 
slumber. This is about providing resources for creating “safe havens” in our home, through education, 
conversations, filtering and accountability software. This battle must be fought in the home, and par-
ents have an obligation to help their children navigate this issue. Many people who struggle with por-
nography have done so from a very early age, and it can feel like it is a part of them, that there is no 
possible life without this cross. Our Faith teaches us that there is hope, and that Jesus does want to set 
all of us free, from any and all sins we are struggling with. Statistics around explicit material on the 
internet can be startling, and scary, and yet Christians ought to have the confidence in the shepherd-
ing of our lord through the dark valley fearing no evil. Grace always overcomes evil. Jesus wants to 
heal a person wounded by the sin of pornography. It is not about guilt, but it is about freedom. Heal-
ing is possible. Sometimes when it comes to pornography, we can be willfully blind, whether it is by 
ignoring the issue, imagining that it is “no big deal” or by despairing of freedom. Humility and hones-
ty are what helped the blind man to be free, and so this can help us to be free. Jesus heals the man’s 
blindness by smearing clay in his eyes, and then telling him to “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam”. While 
Jesus is the primary actor in the man’s healing, he also asks the man to participate. So too, Jesus 
wants us to be free, but he asks for our participation, our action.   

 

 



Altar and Rosary Society will be putting on a 2 day garage sale during the 
White Pole Road garage sale, June 2nd and 3rd. So, start saving/sorting out 
your unneeded treasures to donate to our sale (but no clothes or electron-
ics).  More details to come. 
This next one is just a reminder to try and get more participation in various 
activities and meetings: 

All ladies of All Saints church are automatically considered members of the Altar 
and Rosary Society.  A&R has a facebook page from which you can get  information 
and announcements about meetings and events and photos..  Please 'follow' us at All 
Saints Altar and Rosary Society.  

The Lenten season is a time of preparation for the liturgical celebration of the suf-
fering, Death, and Resurrection of Christ. Many Catholics spend that time on the 
three practices of Lent: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. It is also a time to partici-
pate in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. The season of Lent lasts from 
Ash Wednesday until the evening of Holy Thursday. If Sundays are excluded from 
the count, the season lasts forty days. The forty-day length of Lent is rooted in the 
biblical usage of the number forty. Forty is typically indicative of a time of testing, 

trial, penance, purification, and renewal. In the New Testament, forty days is the length of Jesus’ time 
of trial in the desert in preparation for his public ministry, proclaiming the Gospel.  
Here are three tips to deepen your relationship with God during the 40 days of Lent. 
1) Participate in the sacraments.  2) Help those in need around you.  
3) Sacrifice something that’s hard for you. 

 

Abstinence from meat on Fridays in Lent  
Abstinence from meat is to be observed on all the Fridays of Lent by all 
who have celebrated their 14th birthday.  

Safe Heaven Sunday draws our attention to a very particular kind of 
darkness which has creeped into the world, the dark side of the internet 
and other media that has distorted our understanding of the dignity of the 
human person and the godly design of sexuality. We know that inappro-
priate content exists. In fact, it is spreading further and further, and peo-
ple are coming across it at earlier and earlier times in their lives. It isn’t 
the case that there are only a few places where people would go to be ex-
posed to these sorts of things; it is increasingly found in all sorts of places. 

Equipped is a resource which uses the image of a house with its foundation, walls, windows, and roof to 
inform you about how you can make your actual house a place a safety and light. There is substantial 
teaching about the kinds of conversations and relationships which are helpful to have in the home. It 
details how to talk about God, our dignity, and our destiny, how to recover from past sins, and the role 
of sexuality and its goodness in God’s plan. It also includes sections on the ways which sin and inappro-
priate content move us to the darkness of isolation, shame, and blame, and especially how to find reme-
dies for when these things have occurred. Practically, Equipped speaks about screen accountability 
software, supports and structures in the home, and how to have the Christian message speak louder 
than the various dark messages of society. 

Sr. Nesta Ezeanya, having been in Adair since September 3, 2012, has been 
assigned as Director of Madonna Renewal Center in Illinois. There, Sr. Nes-
ta will be providing counseling, raising funds and running the program. Ma-
donna Renewal Center is a place for single expectant women or mothers 
with toddlers in need of a safe environment, and they can be there not more 
than two years. We will be hosting a reception for Sr. Nesta on Saturday, 
March 25th (All Saints) and Sunday, March 26th (All Saints and St. John). 
Please join us to thank Sr. Nesta and wish her all the best in her new assign-

            ment.      
St. John, Adair (SUNDAY, MARCH 26) 
As Sister Nesta will be transferring to Illinois, please join us to wish her well at a breakfast following 
the 8:00 Mass at St. Johns on Sunday, March 26th. 



Financial Partnership            Financial Partnership  

Sunday, March 12, 2023                            Sunday, March 12, 2023 

Tithing: $ 1945                         Tithing: $ 371 

Children: $ 0                                     Children: $ 17 

Money counters (3/21/23)            Money counters (3/19/23)                   

Diane Messinger and Bill Clauson                   P. Gettler, A. Richter, C. Moreland, Francis Holl-             

                  inrake and Matt Fagan            

 

 

Liturgical ministry - All Saints, Stuart         

Saturday  3/18/23 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Mark and Kari Tisl  

Ushers - Mark and Kari Tisl 

Lector - Donna Donnelly  

Commentator - Roni Wilson  

Euch. min. - Donna Donnelly 

Sunday  3/19/23 
 

Altar servers - needed    

Greeters - Dennis and Joyce Van Pelt   

Ushers - Dennis and Joyce Van Pelt 

Lector - Gary Riordan  

Commentator - Gary Riordan  

Euch. min. - Joyce Van Pelt 

Saturday  3/25/23 
Altar servers - needed   

Greeters - Jodi Bassett and Diane Messinger  

Ushers - Jodi Bassett and Diane Messinger  

Lector - Jodi Bassett   

Commentator - Donna Donnelly 

Euch. min. - Donna Donnelly 

Sunday  3/26/23 
 

Altar servers - needed    

Greeters - Mike and Diane Caufield   

Ushers - Mike Caufield and Matt Smith 

Lector - Angie McMahon   

Commentator - Dave Witkowski  

Euch. min. - Matt Smith 

 

 

 

Liturgical ministry - St. John, Adair  

Sunday 3/19/23 
Cross Bearer - Jovie Denny   

Altar servers - Addi Richter and Toby Moreland               

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Theresa Elgin 

Euch. min. - Matt Fagan   

Tra. Chalice - Matt and Monica Fagan  

Sunday 3/26/23 
Cross Bearer - Francis Hollinrake   

Altar servers - Luke Brincks and Bailey Lillard               

Ushers - Larry Drees and team  

Lector - Julie Plowman  

Euch. min. - Adella Vogl   

Tra. Chalice - Srs. of the Imm. Heart of Mary   

  All Saints accepts          
  Automatic withdrawal      

                             from Bank Account or     
          online giving through                
         credit card or bank card 

Easy, convenient, and secure way of giving.  
Consider the advantages, and signup for automat-
ic withdrawal/online giving. Inspired, please con-
tact the parish office: 515-523-1943.       

Any Catholic men interested in joining the  Knights of Columbus, 

contact Grand Knight Sean Bovinett via call or text at 712-574-

3886 or email sbovinett@gmail.com. You can also visit kofc.org/

joinus to get the process started and to learn more about the 

Knights organization. 

FOOD PANTRY DRIVE sponsored by our 
council of Knights of Columbus  

      40 CANS FOR LENT 
Any non-perishable item can be donated  
NOW through EASTER SUNDAY, April 
9th.     

 
Remember God always inspires us but 
we may not open our hearts to his inspi-
rations. If God is inspiring you to become 
little more active by embracing Liturgi-
cal Ministries at All Saints or Saint John 
– Lector, Extra-ordinary Minister of the 

Eucharist, Cantor, Altar server, please contact (ALL SAINTS) 
Joyce Van Pelt – joyceannvp@gmail.com and (SAINT JOHN) 
Les Elgin – elgins2011@gmail.com. Thank you for being a won-
derful blessing.  

mailto:sbovinett@gmail.com
http://kofc.org/joinus
http://kofc.org/joinus

