
 Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus        
30 Basilica Drive, Hanover, PA 17331   717-637-2721  

 www.sacredheartbasilica.com 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sunday December 21, 2025 

 Original Conewago Chapel built in 1741 
 Gem of the Colonial Catholic Churches 
 Oldest Catholic Church in America built of stone 
 First Parish Church in America dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 Named a Minor Basilica on June 30, 1962 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday:  8:30am – 4:00pm 
Friday: 8:30am – 2:00pm 

 

Parish Staff 
Rev. Dwight Schlaline, Pastor 
 FrDSchlaline@hbgdiocese.org 
 

Rev. Mr. Christopher Livelsberger, Deacon 
 DCLivelsberger@hbgdiocese.org 
 

Alison Giampietro, Office Administrator 
 AGiampietro@hbgdiocese.org 
 

Jody Richter, Director of Music  
 JRichter@hbgdiocese.org 
 

Kelly & Don Jenkins, Christian Initiation 
 ConewagoRCIA@gmail.com  
 

Jessica & Travis Fitzgerald, Religious Education 
 ConewagoCCD@gmail.com 

 

Parish Registration 
Welcome new parishioners! Please contact the Office 
Administrator during office hours to register in the 
parish.  When changing your address, phone number 
or email address, please notify the parish office to 
update your information. 
 

Parish Picnic 
Third Saturday of July at Basilica Picnic Grove, 
3175 Centennial Road, Hanover 
 

Bulletin Submissions 
Email your proofread announcement as text (not 
scanned) by Tuesday 9:00am to Office Administrator.  

Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5:30pm  
Sunday: 7:30am & 10:00am 
First Friday of the Month: 7:00pm 
Weekdays & Holy Days: Check bulletin 
 

Confession 
Saturday: 4:00pm; First Friday of the Month: 6:00pm 
 

Baptism of Children 
Call the parish office to prepare. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Notify the office when a parishioner is hospitalized or 
homebound and wants to receive the Sacrament. 
 

Marriage 
The marriage preparation process takes at least nine 
months.  Couples should  meet with the pastor as 
soon as possible after getting engaged. 
 

Christian Initiation 
If you are interested in becoming a Catholic Christian, 
email us: ConewagoRCIA@gmail.com.  Meetings are 
usually Mondays at 6:30pm. 
 

Burial Plots 
To purchase a burial plot, please call  the Parish 
Office to arrange an appointment with Jean. 
 
 

Catholic Education 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta School: grades preK- 8  
717-637-3135; 717-637-8715; Stck8school.org 
 

Delone Catholic High School: grades 9-12 
717-637-5969; DeloneCatholic.org 

http://www.sacredheartbasilica.com
mailto:frdschlaline@hbgdiocese.org
mailto:dclivelsberger@hbgdiocese.org
mailto:agiampietro@hbgdiocese.org
mailto:JRichter@hbgdiocese.org
mailto:Jessica.fitzgerald2@gmail.com
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Mass Intentions: 
Saturday December 20 
5:30pm— Thomas & Beth McKim 
Sunday December 21 +Fourth  Sunday of Advent+ 
7:30am— People of the Parish 
10:00am—David Stonesifer 
 

Monday December 22 
12:15pm—Living & Deceased members of  

Raymond Staub Family 
Tuesday December 23 
No Public Mass 
Wednesday December 24 +Christmas Eve+ 
5:30pm— Brian Zinn & Jim Masenheimer 
7:30pm—Joseph Orlando  
Thursday December 25 +The Nativity of our Lord+ 
12:00am (Midnight)— Shannon Jesko 
9:00am— In Honor of Sr. Evelyn 
Friday December 26 +St. Stephen+ 
No Public Mass 
Saturday December 27 +St. John the Apostle+ 
5:30pm— Sean Bollinger 
Sunday December 28 +The Holy Family + 
7:30am— People of the Parish 
10:00am— Ellen Lee 

Flowers 
The flowers on the Main Altar have been designated 
in loving memory of Dory Sneeringer from her family. 
 
 

Weekly Collection 
Sunday Offering   $9,731.88 
Religious Retirement Fund $1,886.00 
Capital Campaign $1,148.18 
Building Fund $50,000.00 
 

Thinking about Catholicism?   
Contact Kelly and Don Jenkins at 

ConewagoRCIA@gmail.com  
 
 

Weekend Mass 
 Please welcome Bishop Gainer here for weekend 
Masses and for Confessions on Saturday.  
 

Eternal Rest 
Please keep the family of parishioner Guy Elliott in 
your prayers as they mourn the loss of his passing. 
Eternal rest grant unto him Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon him. 

Parish Calendar 
Saturday December 20 
10:00am Parish Penance Service 
Sunday December 21 
Monday December 22 
6:30pm Christian Initiation Class in convent  
Tuesday December 23 
Wednesday December 24 
***Parish Office closed 
Thursday December 25 
***Parish Office closed 
Merry Christmas! 
Friday December 26           
Saturday December 27 
4:00pm Confessions with Bishop Gainer 
 

Say to the faint of heart; Be strong and do not fear.  
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us .  

-Isaiah 35:4 

mailto:ConewagoRCIA@gmail.com
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A Housekeeping Item 
After using it, please place the Missalette  
behind the black Parish Hymnal in the pew 
book rack 

Vocations 
Open your mind and heart and listen to God’s wisdom spoken 
in dreams, signs, and wonders. Mary and Joseph trusted and 
let God work through them. What about you? God may be call-
ing you to be a priest, deacon, or consecrated religious. Talk to 
your priest or reach out to Father Joshua Weaver, Vocation 
Director for the Diocese of Harrisburg, at (717) 657-4804 or 
email him at frjweaver@hbgdiocese.org.  

                                             Poinsettias  
                               
          Have been given in honor or in memory of the following: 

 
Gary F Adams, Keith Adams, M/M Robert H Adams, Sherry Amig, Bud & Bernie Aumen, Laura Aumen, Jim Baum-
gardner, Don Becker, Lisa Becker, Berwager & Neiderer Families, Sean Bollinger, Emmett & Theresa Bradner, Wil-
liam Burk, Living & deceased members of Carbaugh & Sneeringer Families, Francis, Irene, & William Corey, Pauline 
Deatrick, Decinti Family, Gerald & Vivian Eline, Dennis & Pauline Epley, Marie Evans, Earl W Gamble, John & Mary 
Gebhart, Fred, Betty & Kenneth Glass, M/M Charles Greenholt, M/M John Greenholt, Pauline & Sr. Agatha Marie 
Groft,  Gloria Groft, , M/M Lemuel Hansford, Curtis Hardnack, M/M Charles Henschke, Robert Henschke, Adam Herr
(2), Joseph Hess Family,  Living & deceased members of the Jacoby & Staub Families, Shannon Jesko (2), Charles, 
Jones Family, Marie & Mary Keller Family, Leo & Anna Marie, & Mary Ann Keller Family, Tod Kindig, JoAnn Kirkpat-
rick,  Bernard & Geraldine Klunk Family, M/M Bernard, Pat & Tom Klunk, Donald R. Klunk & Family, Leon & Anna 
Klunk, William & Rita Klunk Family, M/M Gerald Kopp, Krom Children & Families, Edward W Kuhn, Robert & Sovilla 
Kuhn, Laughman & Lawrence Families,  M/M Carroll Lawrence & "Dubby", Donald (Sam) Little, Rita and Carroll Little, 
M/M John L. Livelsberger & Family, Tom & Thelma Markle, Jim Masenheimer, Elizabeth J. Mash, Mello Mash, Scott 
McCowen, William & Leona McIntyre, Tom & Beth McKim, Brenda McKinney, Megonnell Family, Rose Murren, Allen 
Myers, George & Nadine Neiderer (2), Ben Neiderer (2),  Jim, Denny, Terry, Tim, Richard & Ben Neiderer, Denny Nei-
derer,  The Neiderer Boys, M/M Paul Newcomer, Perry Newcomer, Christopher Noel, John & Julia Noel, Joseph & 
Bernadette Pevarnik, M/M Robert Poist, Sandy Poist, Janet Putney, George, Joan & Brian Riser,  S. Francis & Marie 
Riser, Owen Saunders, Karl & Barbara Seitz Family, Richard Seitz, Frank & Frankie Smith Family, Fred J Smith, Helena 
G & Henry W Smith, Jean M. Smith, George S. Smith, Kathleen & Elmer Smith, Kathy J Smith, M/M George A Smith, 
M/M Richard J Smith, Living & deceased members of Clair G Smith Family, Ron Smith, Ron & Marge Smith Family, 
Patricia & Mark S Smith, Jr., M/M William H Smith, Sr., Living & deceased members of Mark Smith Family, M. Alice 
Sneeringer, Dolores Sneeringer, Julia M. Sneeringer, Sara C. Sneeringer, William Sneeringer, Guy & Carrie Sponseller, 
John & Lucy Staub (2), M/M Joseph Staub, Sonia Staub (2), Vincent Staub, Staub & Noel Families, Jeanie Sterner, 
Tom, Anna Mae & Florence, Joseph Strausbaugh, Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Swartz, Aunt Mary, John & Rita Timmins, Marie 
Timmins, M/M Raymond Timmins & Ed, Donald & Clara Todt, Ray & Polly Todt, Loretta B Topper, John & Jean Trim-
mer,  Louis & Helen Weaver, Robert Weaver Family, Living & deceased members of Todt & Whiteford Families, Bert 
& Bette Woodward, William & Dorothy Yealy, Brian Zinn, James Zinneman, Kimberly Ann Zimmerman, deceased 
members of Zimmerman & Viccaro Families.  

Women’s Bible Study 
The women’s Bible study that was done on 
Wednesday mornings back in October was called 
“Living in the Father’s Love.” Now we are going to 
offer an evening option.  Contact Sarah at sa-
rah.stokesbury@gdit.com for more information. 
We will do this same study on Wednesday eve-
nings at 6:30pm (during CCD) starting January 14 
and concluding on February 25.  All women are 
welcome to attend!   
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Sacred Heart Parish has a subscription to 
FORMED, an online platform filled with Cath-
olic studies, movies, audio dramas, talks, e-
books, and even cartoons for our children. 
FORMED has content from over 60 aposto-
lates, including Augustine Institute, Ignatius 
Press, and the Knights of Columbus, with ma-
terial that is professionally produced, engag-
ing, and solid in its catechism. It is all free to 
you!  
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 Schedule of Masses for Christmas 
     Christmas Eve—December 24—
 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
     Christmas Day —December 25—  
 12:00 Midnight & 9:00am 

  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
                            Holy Day of Obligation 

The best way to start off the new year. 
December 31—Vigil—5:30pm 

January 1— 9:00am  
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2025 Christmas Ornament 

2025 Saint Joseph Window Ornament 

$25.00 each 

We still have plenty of ornaments available for 
purchase.   Stop by the parish office anytime 
Monday through Thursday 9:00am to 4:00pm or 
Friday 9:00am to 2:00pm. 

How about a Catholic School? 

 Pre-K thru 8th Grade—  

 check out  

    Saint Teresa of Calcutta School 
 www.stck8school.org  

 9th thru 12th Grade— check out  

 www.delonecatholic.org 

New Year, New Projects 
Sacred Heart Basilica has been a historic landmark for a long 
time.  Regularly, there are groups of pilgrims who come for visits 
and tours.  At times, our parish is asked whether there is a gift 
shop, a museum, and/or a place to eat lunch.  In the  next few 
months, we will begin a renovation of the parish’s barn.  The 
barn will be a cozy space for meetings and will have a small mu-
seum, gift shop and restrooms.   We have many artifacts and 
items to put on display.  Our incredible legacy of faith, hope and 
love deserves such a space dedicated to sharing our story.  This 
project has been approved by the diocese and costs $845,085.  
One generous parishioner has already pledged to cover half of 
the cost.  We invite you also to consider supporting this valiant 
effort. 
 
A month ago, our parish applied for a grant from the same foun-
dation that had awarded us a large grant  for the Interior Resto-
ration Project a few years ago.  We were just notified this week 
that our application for a grant has been denied.   There are 
some other foundations that we are looking at as well.  
 
In light of that, uncertainty remains about what should be done 
with the Saint Joseph Convent.  Our attempts to welcome anoth-
er group of religious sisters have not panned out so far.  Current-
ly, we use the convent for meeting space, but once the barn is 
finished, we will not need the convent for that purpose anymore.  
It is possible to use the convent for other purposes– a young 
adult community of single Catholics perhaps.  The denial of our 
recent grant application is a factor to take into consideration 
here– especially if the funds are not available to renovate and 
maintain the convent.  Over the next several months the parish 
will need to discern more and more what is best done with the 
convent. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution to this new capital cam-
paign, please mark your donation, “Capital Campaign” or “Barn 
Renovation.”  Checks are payable to Sacred Heart Basilica.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 
Our parish extends to you and your family best wishes, thoughts 
and prayers for a very Merry Christmas as we honor our Savior’s 
birth in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago.  May God be with us as 
we continue this journey of life. 
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        The Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus                                                                             

    & Father Dwight Schlaline present 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

A Pilgrimage of  

Fervor and Love 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

THE HOLY GROUNDS OF THE SACRIFICE 

OF THE NORTH AMERICAN MARTYRS AND 

THE BIRTHPLACE OF  

SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA 

JUNE 1 – 4, 2026 

Transportation provided by Bailey Coach Lines 
Space is limited so please register before  

February 15, 2026 
Depart June 1

st
 from Sacred Heart Basilica   

Return on June 4
th
 

Explore the Holy Grounds and learn about  
the First North American Martyrs, Saint 
Isaac Jogues, Saint Rene Goupil, and Saint 
John Lalande. See the Birthplace of Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha, the first Native American 
and female saint in North America. 

We will travel 

from Conewago to Caughnawaga,  
the village where Saint Kateri Tekakwitha  

was reared as a child.   

Summer Bus Trip 
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North American Martyrs Pilgrimage 

Hot Breakfast is available at the hotel. Lunches at 
the Shrines are included in price of the trip. You 
pay for your dinners, and for your lunches while 
on the road.   Lodging cost  is $468  for 3 nights 
hotel room.  Bus & other expenses $400 per per-
son. 

Name 

Phone 

Email 

Address 

City   State  Zip 

Name 

Phone 

Email 

Address 

City   State  Zip 

Registration 
To reserve your spot on the trip, complete this form  

for you and your roommate (if applicable.) 
Then return it to the parish office. 

Itinerary  

Cost for one person with single hotel room: $868. 
Cost for two people in one hotel room: $1,268. 
Checks payable to Sacred Heart Basilica.  
Register by Feb 15.  Payment due by April 1. 

Emergency Contact: who should we contact on your 
behalf in case of an emergency on this trip? 

Name 

Phone 

Monday June 1: Travel Day 
 

Depart the Historic Conewago Chapel at 8:30am.  
We will stop for lunch along the way and arrive in 
Johnstown, NY around 3:00pm.  Mass at 5:00pm 
followed by dinner at Sam’s Steakhouse. 

Tuesday June 2: Martyrs’ Shrine 
 

Tuesday is devoted to exploration and prayer at  
the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Martyrs in 
Auriesville, NY.  Tour and Mass in the morning. At 
noon lunch will be provided followed by visits to 
the Gift Shop, Museum and Visitor Center.  In the 
afternoon we will walk the trail to the river where 
Saint Rene Goupil was martyred.  There will be a 
Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration, Confessions 
and quiet prayer.  We’ll finish the day with dinner 
at the restaurant 308 Prime in Johnstown before 
returning to the hotel for the evening. 

Wednesday June 3: Kateri’s Shrine 
 

Wednesday is devoted to exploration and prayer 
at the National Shrine of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
in Fonda, NY. In the morning we will have a tour 
and Mass.  Lunch is provided in the pavilion at 
noon.  In the afternoon, we will have a Holy Hour 
of Eucharistic Adoration.  Then we will visit the 
museum and gift shop.  Finally, we’ll enjoy dinner 
at the Raindancer Restaurant before returning to 
the Hotel for the evening. 

Thursday June 4: Travel Day 
 

We’ll conclude the pilgrimage with a 10:00am 
Mass at the Martyr’s Shrine, a final visit to the gift 
shop before saying farewell.  We’ll stop along the 
way for lunch and return to Conewago Chapel by 
6:00pm.   


 


 



AMDG                                                          Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                   Sunday December 21, 2025 

Mass for the Black Catholic Apostolate 
Join us, Sunday February 1 at 12:15pm, for the annual BCA Cultural Mass at Cathedral of Saint Patrick, 212 State St., 
Harrisburg, PA. Mass will be celebrated by the Most Reverend Timothy C. Senior and the Homilist will be Father 
Chiedozie F. Ononuju, Parochial Vicar of Saint Patrick, Carlisle. The Philadelphia Gospel Choir will be present for this 
occasion, leading us in singing, celebrating the Universality of the Catholic Church. Following Mass there will be a 
brief social gathering. Any questions please call Deacon Armando Torres, Director for Culture & Outreach at (717) 
657-4804 Ext. 221.  

Catholic Charities is Hiring! 
If you have a passion to share your gifts and talents by serving others in your community, and are looking for a re-
warding career, Catholic Charities has a professional opportunity available. Lourdeshouse Maternity Residential Pro-
gram is seeking a Program Manager responsible for coordinating and implementing all aspects of residential care 
and services required to meet the needs of residents. The Program Manager ensures staff members comply with 
agency standards, schedules and coordinates staff and volunteers to ensure ongoing supervision and quality care of 
residents, develops and operates within a yearly budget, supervises the day-to-day cleanliness, safety guidelines and 
general conditions of the grounds and agency vehicles, and reviews and signs off on all Individual Service Plans and 
Aftercare Plans. Bachelor’s degree in related Human Service field from an accredited college or university or five 
years’ experience of working in a residential setting with combined supervisory and case management experience 
required. If interested, please email your resume to Sean Miriello, smiriello@cchbg.org. 

News from the Diocese 

Estate Planning 
When considering gifts to a charity in 
your will or trust please remember Sa-
cred Heart Parish. Gifts can be made to 
the parish in the following manner 
through your will or trust:  

A specific dollar amount. 
A percentage of your estate. 
A particular asset such as real estate 

or other valuables. 
You may also name the parish as a bene-
ficiary of a retirement plan or life insur-
ance policy. For more information or if 
you should have any questions on how to 
title the parish in your will or trust please 
contact the Office of Stewardship at the 
Diocese of Harrisburg at (717) 657-4804.  

Diocesan  
Annual Campaign 

Thank you to all who have contributed to 
the Diocesan Annual Campaign this year.  
We have far surpassed our goal. May God 
reward you for your generosity. 

mailto:smiriello@cchbg.org
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Catholic Social Teaching Symposium 
Saturday January 31, 2026   

Diocesan Center, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg 
Registration is open!  Rooted in the dignity of every human person, the Diocese of Harrisburg’s inaugural Catholic 
Social Teaching Symposium is a day dedicated to exploring the church’s response to some of the most urgent issues 
of our time. Through panels, breakout sessions, and practical discussions, participants will deepen their understand-
ing of human dignity, solidarity, and our call to serve the common good. Together, we will reflect, learn, and discern 
how we can bring Christ’s love into our communities through action, advocacy, and encounter. All are welcome to 
register and attend. The cost is $20 per person which includes lunch. For the complete schedule, details, and to reg-
ister, please visit https://www.hbgdiocese.org/event/catholic-social-teaching-symposium/  

Closing Mass for  
2025 Jubilee Year 

A Closing Mass for the 2025 Jubilee 
Year will be held on Sunday December 
28, 2025 at the Cathedral Parish of 
Saint Patrick. Mass will take place at 
9:30am. All are invited to attend. 

Help Wanted at Diocese 
The Diocese of Harrisburg has a full-time 
opening for the combined position of 
weekend cook for the Priests’ Retirement 
Residence and evening facilities mainte-
nance staff member at the Diocesan Cen-
ter in Harrisburg. This is a full-time posi-
tion that can be offered as two part-time 
roles. The Retirement Residence cook is 
responsible for stocking kitchen products, 
preparing food and cooking and serving 
meals, in addition to cleaning the kitchen, 
dining room and equipment. Weekend 
hours for this position are 10:00 am-
6:30pm. The Facilities Maintenance posi-
tion is responsible for the maintenance 
and upkeep of the Diocesan Conference 
Center, Administrative Offices, Bishop’s 
Residence and Priests’ Retirement Resi-
dence. Duties include maintenance work 
orders, janitorial needs, setting up and 
cleaning up events, grounds keeping and 
reception desk coverage. Evening hours 
for this position are noon-8:00 pm, with 
flexibility to 10:00 pm for evening events. 
The full job description with all responsi-
bilities and requirements is available 
at https://www.hbgdiocese.org/
careers/. For information and to apply, 
contact Curtis Wilson, Campus Facilities 
Manager, at CWilson@hbgdiocese.org.  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hbgdiocese.org%2Fevent%2Fcatholic-social-teaching-symposium%2F&data=05%7C02%7CFrDSchlaline%40HBGDIOCESE.ORG%7C7f47699f60e84b59600708de2d05eb44%7C13aefcd420124d5f8f4c5b48aaeaef95%7C0%7C0%7C6
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hbgdiocese.org%2Fcareers%2F&data=05%7C02%7CFrDSchlaline%40HBGDIOCESE.ORG%7Ced1cf5e9b3e74ee9c34d08de3e497a56%7C13aefcd420124d5f8f4c5b48aaeaef95%7C0%7C0%7C639016682663791565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hbgdiocese.org%2Fcareers%2F&data=05%7C02%7CFrDSchlaline%40HBGDIOCESE.ORG%7Ced1cf5e9b3e74ee9c34d08de3e497a56%7C13aefcd420124d5f8f4c5b48aaeaef95%7C0%7C0%7C639016682663791565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
mailto:CWilson@hbgdiocese.org


 

A Retreat for Overthinkers 
 

Saturday February 28, 2026 

9:00am – 4:15pm 

Presentations, Mass, Adoration, Confession 
 
 

Has someone ever said: “You think too much. Why don’t you just let it go?” 
Have you ever tried to stop ruminating about something but just couldn’t do it? 

It’s possible to be free from overthinking. 

Come out and let’s see what God can do to heal our minds and hearts. 
  

 

 Location: Glass Chapel, 

National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes 

16330 Grotto Road, Emmitsburg, Maryland 
 

Our Presenter 

Our presenter is fellow overthinker Reverend Dwight Schlaline, 

pastor of the historic Sacred Heart Basilica (aka “Conewago 

Chapel”) located near Hanover, PA.  He has served as a priest of 

the Harrisburg diocese since June 2010; first at Saint Patrick 

Church in Carlisle, then at Our Lady of the Visitation Church in 

Shippensburg, and now in Hanover.   
 
 
 
 

Are you ready to be free? 

Thoughts can trap you but 

freedom is on the horizon! 
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