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Pope Paul VI’s 
Encyclical on 
Birth Regulation

 July 25th is the 50th Anniversary of the promulgation 
of Humanae Vitae, the encyclical of Pope Paul VI regarding 
artificial birth control. The following article was written by 
Dr. Mark Latkovic who is a professor of moral and system-
atic theology at Sacred Heart Seminary and is reprinted from  
Mosaic, a publication of Sacred Heart.

 The Catholic Church had always taught contra-
ception is morally wrong, as John T. Noonan (1926–2017) 
showed in his 1965 book, Contraception – even though he 
favored a change in that constant teaching. Blessed Pope Paul 
VI courageously affirmed this teaching when he promulgated 
his landmark but controversial encyclical Humanae Vitae on 
July 25, 1968. 
 Much of the dissent that occurred after the docu-
ment’s release had its roots in the cultural and theological 
upheavals of that time, with figures such as anthropologist 
Ashley Montagu (1905–1999) rhapsodizing about the revo-
lutionary wonders of the Pill. Although legal abortion would 
be integral to the Sexual Revolution, contraception made the 
movement possible in the first place. 

 With even many Catholic theologians encouraging a 
change in the teaching, the expectation was the Church would 
accommodate herself to the Sexual Revolution and “adapt” 
her teaching. Many argued Vatican Council II (1962–1965) 
had called on Catholics to dialogue with and learn from the 
modern world. What better way for the Church to show humil-
ity than to countenance use of the Pill to help couples “plan” 
their families and solve many of society’s most challenging 
problems, from poverty to overpopulation?  
 Further, many argued the Holy Spirit was speaking 
to the Church through the experience of those who found the 
Church’s teaching onerous and simply out-of-touch in a world 
where poverty and population were increasing, where women 
were entering the workforce in greater numbers, and where 
greater attention was being given to sexual pleasure in and 
outside of marriage. 

The Popes, the Morality of the Pill, 
and the Pontifical Birth Control Commission
 In the late 1950s, Pope Pius XII was faced with judg-
ing the morality of the newly invented birth control pill. He 
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determined the Pill was no different in moral character than 
any other form of contraception. But because it did not inter-
fere with the physical integrity of marital intercourse – often 
taken to be the chief criterion for determining the morality of 
the sexual act – many thought it possible for the Church to 
accept chemical contraception as morally licit. For Pius XII, 
the Pill (when used expressly for contraceptive purposes) 
was morally wrong because it rendered the marital act closed 
to procreation. 
 Even though Pius XII had already condemned the 
Pill, St. Pope John XXIII established in the early 1960s the 
Pontifical Study Commission on Family, Population, and 
Birth Rate – of which Noonan was later a member when Paul 
VI expanded the Commission – to further examine it. The 
issue, as theologian Ramón García de Haro noted, was only 
whether the Pill should be prohibited as contrary to Church 
teaching on contraception. 
 The Pontifical Commission’s “Majority Report” ar-
gued for change and did so by making arguments rooted in a 
moral theory later called proportionalism. This theory would 
be condemned by St. Pope John Paul II twenty-five years 
later in Veritatis Splendor. A minority of the Commission’s 
members upheld the traditional teaching. 
 Gaudium et Spes (1965) had a radically new ap-
proach to marriage; it  heightened an expectation that the 
Church was now ready to accept the Pill and even other 
forms of contraception. Contrary to these expectations, Paul 
VI would teach that each and every marital act had to remain 
open to new human life (see HV, no. 11).

Humanae Vitae and the Moral Regulation of Birth 

 Paul VI rooted this teaching in a profound truth of 
natural law – both anthropological and moral – that God de-
signed the two meanings of the marital act (the unitive and 
the procreative) as inseparable (HV, no. 12). Like Gaudium 
et Spes, the pope refrained from using, without denying, the 
older language of “ends” and their hierarchical ranking. Paul 
VI had found new language (“meanings” of the marital act) 
to proclaim the same truth Vatican II taught: both marriage 
and marital love are ordained to the procreation and educa-
tion of children. 
 In teaching that man was not permitted to break the 
connection between the unitive and the procreative mean-
ings, Paul VI was affirming the notion that these two mean-
ings are – to use philosopher John Finnis’ term – interdepen-
dent: if you violate the one good, you violate the other. Both 
goods are intrinsic to the nature of the marital act (see HV, no. 
13). Thus, “As a consequence [of God’s plan for marriage], 
husband and wife, through that mutual gift of themselves, 
which is specific to them alone, develop that communion of 
persons, in which they perfect each other, so that they may 
cooperate with God in the generation and rearing of new 

lives” (HV, no. 8). John Paul II’s Familiaris Consortio (e.g., 
32) and his “Theology of the Body” would later develop this 
theme.
 According to Paul VI, not all ways of regulating birth 
were immoral. He taught that recourse to the natural cycles of 
the reproductive system is fundamentally different in moral 
character than contraception (see HV, no. 16). For the pope, 
the use of what we today call natural family planning (NFP), 
was not, as is contraception, an attack on the good of human 
life-in-its-transmission. But the crucial moral difference did 
not rest on the fact that one was “artificial” (e.g., the Pill) and 
the other “natural” (e.g., NFP), as many seem to think.  
 For Paul VI, contraception is a choice to impede new 
human life from coming-to-be by doing something before, 
during, or after freely chosen intercourse – whether as an end 
or as a means (see HV, no. 14). NFP, on the other hand, does 
not involve such an intention to impede the transmission of 
life. It is the choice to abstain during the fertile period. 
 Simply put, the moral difference between the two 
ways of regulating fertility is this: contraception (as its 
name implies) is always anti-procreative, while NFP is non-
procreative – at least when couples aren’t using it to help 
them achieve pregnancy! Married couples can practice the 
latter (i.e., have sexual relations during the infertile period) 
when they have a good reason for not bringing a baby into 
the world; their marital intercourse during the infertile period 
can realize other legitimate goods (e.g., the expression of af-
fection). 

From Contraception’s Bitter Fruits 
to an Authentic Human Civilization
 In Humanae Vitae, 17, Paul VI famously predicted 
the bad consequences if contraception became widespread. It 
would lead to both marital infidelity and a general lowering 
of moral standards. It would lead to disrespect for women, 
where men would treat them like sex objects. Finally, the 
pope warned of the danger of governments using contracep-
tion in a coercive manner.
 “In preserving intact the whole moral law of mar-
riage,” Paul VI proclaimed, “the Church is convinced that 
she is contributing to the creation of a truly human civiliza-
tion. She urges man not to betray his personal responsibilities 
by putting all his faith in technical expedients. In this way she 
defends the dignity of husband and wife” (HV, no. 18).
 This is the legacy of Humanae Vitae after fifty years 
– its contribution to building a human civilization, with a 
“culture of life” at its heart. This is why we read the document 
today, and why I hope we continue reading it for the next fifty 
years. Yes, its teaching challenges us. But with moral virtue 
and the assistance of God’s grace, it is possible to be faithful 
to it! More Catholics need to give the letter “another look.” 
In a spirit of conversion, let us either commit or recommit 
ourselves to its teaching. 
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All
ThingsConsidered

 “I got back down on my knees 
and I placed myself on the tomb,” said 
Zarate. “I asked for mercy for myself, 
for the condition for my legs and my 
arms.” Since birth, Zarate had suffered 
from a genetic skin condition called Ich-
thyosis. Her miracu-
lous cure that imme-
diately followed made 
her the primary proof 
that led the Vatican 
toward the declaration 
of the beatification of 
Solanus.  
 This ordinary 
woman, whose first 
thought was to minister 
to the needs of others, 
ended up being minis-
tered to herself.  
 While in De-
troit for the Beatifica-
tion, last fall, Fr. Tim-
mers and Sra. Medina 
were entrusted to the 
hospitality of the  
Paul and Blanchy 
Kaminski family in our parish.  Blanchy 
is a native of Panama and served as her 
host and translator.  They have since be-
come friends, and on this visit, Paula will 
be again staying at their house.  

 Father Solanus Casey (1870-
1957) whom Pope Francis declared 
“blessed” last year in services con-
ducted at Ford Field in the presence of 
60,000 people, will be remembered on 
the first-ever celebration of his feast day 
on July 30th.  To mark this occasion, the 
Capuchin friars are holding a nine-day 
series of prayers (novena) starting today 
and ending on his feast day.
 Usually, the Church assigns a 
saint’s feast to be the day they died – that 
is to say – were born into heaven.  So-
lanus died from erysipelas at 11:00 a.m. 
on July 31, 1957, at Saint John Hospi-
tal in Detroit, on the 53rd anniversary 
of his first mass.  But in the universal 
Church Calendar , the 31st  is the feast of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola – the founder of 
the Jesuits – and not even a Jesuit Pope 
wanted to mess with that – so Solanus 
got bumped up a day to the 30th.
 Coming into town this week for 
the novena will be Paula Medina Za-
rate, a retired teacher from Panama,who 
in 2012 knelt at the tomb of Father So-
lanus at St. Bonaventure Monastery and 
received a life changing cure. 
 Sra. Medina traveled from 
Central America to Detroit in 2012 at 
the invitation of a Detroit-based Capu-
chin, Fr. Jozef Timmers, who had once 
ministered in her hometown parish near 
Panama City.  Coming to Detroit back 
then, she had little or no knowledge of 
who Solanus Casey was. In fact, when 
she first saw his above-ground tomb, 
she thought it was a table!
 The Capuchins explained to her 
how pilgrims come to Casey’s tomb to 
pray for healings. So, Paula, who did 
volunteer work in her parish back in 
Panama, scribbled the names and needs 
of 14 of the sick and troubled people she 
knew and left these requests atop the 
tomb.  
  Zarate then said she felt a force 
and heard a voice as if it came from her 
right side. “And the voice said: ‘What 
do you need for you?’ TRP

Number of Families ............................  900 
Returns to date  ............................. 240
Average Gift ('17)..........................$440
Quota for the Archdiocese .......$87,418
Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000
Parish ’18 Target ....................$139,418
Received as of 7/15/18......... $ 112,030

2
1

0
8

CSA 
Box Scores

•	With our share of the burden of operating 
the Catholic Church in Southestern 
Michigan now satisfied, we are in a 
position to do our own parish some 
good. Everything donated to the CSA 
from this point onward will be applied 
to our property/liability insurance at 
100%.  No Archdiocesan 7% tax will be 
assessed.  So far we are able to fund our 
premiums for 24 weeks.  Last year, we 
funded 26 weeks of premiums. 

 This Tuesday evening at 7:00, 
Fr. Timmers and I will celebrate mass 
and offer a blessing for the sick.  Sra. 
Medina will be in attendance.  It may 
be time to ask the question: “What do you 
need for you?” Come and put that need 

into the Lord’s hands. 
 Following mass, both 
Timmers and Medina 
will be with us in the 
ARK for an informal 
discussion and some re-
freshments. 
 Please take advantage 
of this extraordinary op-
portunity to meet some-
one whose life has been 
dramatically touched by 
God.
 Check out the novena 
schedule at Solanus-
Casey.org/Feast and pray 
it as best you can.
  XXX
 The 1st of August will 
mark the 30th anniver-
sary of John Cardinal 

Dearden’s passing. The Dearden Lega-
cy Project is sponsoring an evening of 
prayer and remembrance in his memory 
on Wednesday, August 1st at St. Therese 
of Lisieux Parish in Shelby Township 
from 7 to 9 P.M.  You’re invited to gath-
er to celebrate this beloved leader of our 
Archdiocese (1958-1980) and to thank 
God for his vision, courage, integrity 
and love. A full church would be a trib-
ute to the Cardinal’s servant leadership 
and his seminal work on behalf of in-
vigorating the Catholic Church through 
the inspiration of the Second Vatican 
Council. If we can get enough parishio-
ners committed to attending the August 
1st event, we’ll organize a car pool, but 
we would have to know that by the end 
of this week.
 Our friend “Jubilee” Judy 
Holmes heads up an effort to collect and 
publish the first comprehensive book 
about Cardinal Dearden entitled Living 
the Wisdom of Vatican II. If you would 
like to share a special memory, a sen-
tence or two to describe your experience 
of the Cardinal, send that to her at ju-
dymholmes@comcast.net. 

Paula Medina Zarate 
with Capuchin 

Provincial Minister 
Michael Sullivan
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 Peggy O’Connor was born in Grosse 
Pointe and grew up in Detroit, where her father 
worked for the city as a “forester” (back when 
the city had thousands of lovely elm trees). She 
is one of five children and is close to her sib-
lings Sean, Claire, Kevin and Patty, as well as to 
her nine nieces and nephews and two great-
nephews. Peggy’s grandparents, William A. and 
Margaret Bohan Ryan, were members of St. Am-
brose Parish.
 Peggy attended grade and high 
school on the east side of Detroit (St. John Ber-
chman Parish Grade School and Servite High 
School). She has a bachelors’ degree in mass 
communication from what was then the University 
of Detroit and holds a masters in communication 
management from the University of Southern 
California’s Annenberg School of Journalism and 
Communication.
 She worked as a sports reporter and 
news editor for the Grosse Pointe News for ten 
years, before making a career in marketing/pub-
lic relations/communication for 28 years in sec-
ondary and higher education, including at Marian 
High School in Birmingham and at Forest Ridge 
School of the Sacred Heart in Bellevue, Washing-
ton, just outside Seattle. She has also worked as 
a grant writer for Detroit Mercy and as a maga-
zine editor for Wayne State University.
 Peggy’s pride and joy are her two chil-
dren, Patrick Andrzejczyk and Erin Andrzejczyk-
Hernandez, as well as her brand new grandchild, 
Mariana Concepción, born April 11th. 
 She has been a member of St. Am-
brose Parish since 1987 and served on the par-
ish council in the late 1990s-early 2000s. She 
lives in St. Clair Shores and when she isn’t work-
ing, she is writing for fun and/or following Detroit 
sports teams.
 Welcome back home, Peggy!

Our New 
Office Manager

The Buzz
 We’re more than half way through July – August is less than a week and a 
half away!  I just don’t understand how time can be picking up speed.
 Even though the hecticness of these summer days in the parish does not 
seem to be diminishing, there is a wonderful line in today’s Gospel passage from the 
Liturgy that holds out divine hope. The context in Mark (chapter 6) positions it just 
after the apostles had returned from their first powerful missionary venture. They 
were reporting to Jesus all they had done and taught. Then Jesus says to them, “Come 
away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” (v.31) A while ago I read 
ahead to these lines, got inspired, and went off on vacation. I probably should have 
kept reading because the apostles and Jesus didn’t get much time off before the work 
of ministry followed them. But being short-sighted has never stopped me, so off I 
went for a wonderful week with my whole family!
  Anyway, maybe for you, your 

ideal vacation involves a lot of ex-
citement, activities, and people. For 
others, it may mean doing as little as 
possible – just gently flowing along 
on some of the lazy, hazy days of 
summer. In any case, what does your 
“perfect vacation” say about you, 
about your needs, your hopes, your 
wishes? Just realize that whatever 
best suits you, the Lord is with you in 
everything that is lastingly good.


 If you would like a very mini, but guaranteed recreational moment or two 
this summer, why not build into your schedule some time alone for prayer. It doesn’t 
have to be heavy or too deep. Just schedule the time to be attentive to the Lord – 
wherever you wish – and the Lord will take care of the “rest”. Not a lot of words 
needed for this; quiet listening is much more on the agenda.
 You might even try something different and join with a few other disciples at 
a weekday mass or morning prayer service. See the schedule on page 6 of this bulletin 
and choose a time. You can’t go wrong.


 Starting next Sunday and continuing throughout August, we take a break 
from the systematic reading of Mark’s Gospel at Mass and shift to the sixth chapter 
of John. This is the great Eucharistic section of John’s Gospel. 
 If scholars are right and this was the last of the four gospels to be written, 
it makes sense to understand that this evangelist presumed his readers already knew 
well the story of the Last Supper. Interestingly there is no mention of bread or wine 
or the words of “consecration” at the Last Supper according to John. In his version, 
which actually is the longest, he concentrates on the living-out of Eucharist: service 
to one another expressed in the washing of the feet, and Jesus’ deep and prayerful 
desire for the unity of the followers he would be leaving behind.
 It is in this sixth chapter that – long before the Last Supper, but in the cal-
endar neighborhood of a Passover (v.4) – John sees a more direct teaching on Eu-
charistic theology. The feeding of the five thousand provides the jumping-off point 
for a deeper understanding of faith in Christ and this great Sacrament.  
  As we enter the dog days of summer and as it seems like too many people 
want to take a vacation from the weekly worship of the community, it would be good 
for all of us to reread the entire sixth chapter of John’s Gospel and hear Jesus ask each 
of us his question in verse 67. I hope my answer and yours allow us to see each other 
and celebrate together at mass next weekend.

Chuck Dropiewski

Chuck going too far to find some  
deep thoughts for THE BUZZ.
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
Assistant: Rev. Robert Wotypka OFM, Cap

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 
Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums

Minister of Music: Norah Duncan IV
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
       Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
       Sunday - 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office	a	minimum	of	six	months	in	advance	of	the	
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 822-1248 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 822-2017
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Marcellina's 
Book Club

The Great Lakes hold 
20% of the world’s surface 
fresh water and provide sus-
tenance, work and recreation 
for millions of Americans. But 
they are under threat as never 
before, and their problems are 
spreading .

In the Death and Life of the Great 
Lakes, author Dan Egan paints a portrait 
of an ecological catastrophe happening 
before our eyes – blending the epic story 
of the lakes and the ways we can restore 
and preserve them.

We are in the process of connecting 
with the author to see if he can pay our 
book club a visit at a date to be announced. 
Pick up a copy of the book and get a head-
start in reading this important work which 
was one of this year’s twenty Notable Book 
Honorees by the State Library of Michigan.

A Summer Super Saturday event!

Not many parishes enjoy waterways like  
St. Ambrose. Join us for a 2 hour guided 
Kayak Canal tour on August 18th 2018. 

Paddle out to the Detroit River,  
around Grayhaven Island, past the  

Fisher Mansion and by the waterfront 
residences of Jefferson Chalmers . 

This tour is great for beginners  
and experienced kayakers alike. 

The Saturday August 18th launch is @ 
12:00 pm

$45.00 per kayaker - 
$20.00 post excursion meal catered by  

Coriander Kitchen & Farm, offering unique, 
seasonal food with bright, inspiring flavors  

and healthful ingredients.

4:00 Mass back at the parish

This private tour is professionally 
conducted by Detroit River Sports. Kayak 

and safety equipment provided. 

stambrose@comcast.net  
or 313-822-2814
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4:00 p.m. – Saturday – Celebrant:  Fr. Bede    Lector: Mary Urbanski 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Adam Borkowski, Karen McShane, Matthew Strong 

Altar Servers:  Joseph & Andrew Strong
8:30 a.m. – Sunday – Celebrant: Fr. Bede    Lector: Karlos Haynes 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Christopher Harrison, Joan Jackson, Maggie Jackson,  
Bob Jogan, Colleen Jogan, Steve Linne, Joellyn Valgoi 

Altar Servers:  Dailey Jogan, Nathan Lipka

11:15 a.m. - Celebrant:  Fr. Pelc    Lector: Pat Sperti 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Thomas Bennert, Anne Billiu, Lupe Davila,  

Doris Fleming, Janis Ramsey, Cristina Swiatkowski, Patty Yaden 
Altar Servers:  Dominik & Malvina Lubanski

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized: Pat 
Blake, Maria Chinchilla, Karen Culver, Ann 
Sullivan Kay, Josephine Marino, Donald 
Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, Mary Myers, 
Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, Matthew 
Elias, George Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Arthur 
Stoyshin, Anna Noto Billings, Vilma 
Rivers, Vilma Marone, Eileen O’Brien, 
Martha Luna, Dan Urbiel, Dina Engels, 
Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, Betty Greenia, 
Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, 
Darby O’Toole, Ernie DuMouchelle, 
Frank Gregory, Josephine DeCastris
Lou Rondini and Albina Checki.                .

Your Envelope Speaks
. . . the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish  
requires a minimum of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, July 15, 2018
in envelopes we received ................ $5,995.00
in the loose collection                          $593.00
in electronic donations .................... $1,390.00
in children’s envelopes ........................... $5.00
for a total of ..................................... $7,983.00
Under budget for the week ..............$2,117.00
Number of envelopes mailed .................... 900
Number of envelopes used ........................ 144

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 28th and July 29th 

Scriptures for the 
16th Week of Ordinary Time
 Monday, July 23 
 •   Mi 6: 1-4, 6-8
 •   Ps 50: 5-6. 8-9, 16-17, 21, 23
 •   Mt 12: 38-42
 Tuesday, July 24
 •   Mi 7: 14-15, 18-20
 •   Ps 85: 2-8
 •   Mt 12: 46-50
 Wednesday, July 25 
 •  2 Cor 4: 7-15
 •   Ps 126: 1-6
 •   Mt 20: 20-28
 Thursday, July 26   
  • Jer 2: 1-3, 7-8, 12-13
 •  Ps 36: 6-11
 •   Mt 13: 10-17
 Friday, July 27
 •   Jer 3: 14-17
 •   (Ps) Jer 31: 10-13
 •   Mt 13: 18-23
  Saturday, July 28
 • Jer 7: 1-11
 • Ps 84: 3-6, 8, 11
 • Mt 13: 24-30
 Sunday, May July 29
 • Kgs 4: 42-44
 • Eph 4: 1-6
 • Jn 6: 1-15

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
Monday, July 23
St. Bridget, religious
 8:30 a.m. - Morning Prayer
Tuesday, July 24
 7:00 p.m. - Ray & Rosanna Tessmer
 Mass with Paula Medina Zarate
 and blessing of the sick 
Wednesday, July 25
St. James, apostle
 8:30 a.m.- Morning Prayer
Thursday, July 26
SS. Joachim & Anne, 
Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary
 8:30 a.m. - Mass - David White
 Vivian Thayer
Friday, July 27
  8:30 a.m. -  Mass - Jack & Marjorie Walsh 
Saturday, July 28
 4:00 p.m. - Mass - For All People
Sunday, July 29
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
   8:30 a.m. - For All People
 11:15 a.m. - For All People

“…come away by yourselves to a lonely place 
and rest awhile.” MARK 6:31

Do you spend time, every day, alone and in 
silence listening to how God is calling you? If 
not, you are missing out on a wonderful oppor-
tunity to develop a more personal relationship 

with Him. Unless we talk and more impor-
tantly, listen to God every day, how else will we 

know how He is calling us? 
Consider making a retreat this year, spend 

some “alone” time with God.

Tap. Give. Done.
•	 Donations to our church have 

never been so easy!
•	 Give tithes and offerings from your 

smartphone
•	 Donate anytime, anywhere
•	 Track your donations
•	 Make us your home church on 

Givelify 
•	 Free to download and use

givelify.com/app

Vincentian
Reflection
 In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus 
tells his disciples to “Come away by 
yourselves to a deserted place and rest 
a while.” Vincent de Paul, a great man 
of action was also a contemplative. His 
contemplation of God’s love overflowed 
into practical love for the poor.
 Please say a special prayer for 
the poor and forgotten, as you make a 
gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
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 I would simply like to learn  
more about the Catholic Faith.

 I desire to prepare for my 
Baptism into Christianity.

 I've been Baptized as a Christian 
and now desire to join in Catholic 
Communion.

 I'm non-Catholic, but married to a 
Catholic, and now wish to join the 
Catholic Church.

 I'm Catholic and I would like to 
complete my initiation into the 
Catholic Church by celebrating 
Confirmation	and/or Communion.

 I'm Baptized Catholic and would 
like to learn more about my faith 
and how to practice it.

 I want to propose someone for 
Catholic Church membership and 
offer to serve as their sponsor.

 I would be willing to help with an 
R.C.I.A. program.

 I have other needs, requests, and 
questions. Please contact me.

Name
______________________________
______________________________

Home Phone
_______________________________

Work Phone 
_______________________________

Email Address
______________________________

Return this to the Parish Rectory or place it in the 
Collection basket.

CYO Football 2018 
 Register for the 2018 St. Joan of Arc CYO Football season. SJA will field 
teams at four levels for the 2018 season: Flag (1st/2nd graders); Freshmen (3rd/4th); 
Junior Varsity (5th/6th); Varsity (7th/8th). Contact football coordinators Dennis Shub-
nell (dennis.shubnell@gmail.com) or Kevin Shubnell (kevin.shubnell@gmail.com) 
or visit facebook.com/sjafootballscs, or website sja-football.weebly.com.

Drawing at the Twenty-Eighth Annual 
St. Ambrose OYSTERFEST

on Monday, September 24, 2018 at 9:00pm  
15200 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Park

Raffle	sponsored	by:	Health	Management	Systems	of	America

per  
ticket$5

1st Prize: Samsung 65” Class 4K 
Ultra HD LED-LCD Smart TV

2nd Prize: Samsung 50” Class 4K 
Ultra HD LED-LCD Smart TV

3rd Prize: Samsung 32” Class 1080p  
HD LED-LCD TV 

OYSTERFEST Raffle

Jefferson-Chalmers Arts & Culture
 Please join the Jefferson-Chalmers Community and community+public 
arts: DETROIT (C+PAD) on Thursday, July 26, from 6 to 8:00 PM to meet about 
the Phase II development of the Fox Creek Artscape. Topics include: Healing Wall 
discussion, Kresge Innovative Projects updates, summer construction updates and 
budget updates. Your presence and feedback are valuable. Refreshments will be 
served. The meeting will be at Fox Creek Pavilion – 889 Manistique. Questions? 
Contact Asukile Gardner with C+PAD at (313) 664-1549 or agardner@collegefor-
creativestudies.edu.
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 Are you looking for a special gift for that hard-to-buy-for loved one? St. 
Ambrose offers some limited items for your Christmas giving. These are exclusive 
to our parish and quantities are limited. 
 Buy-A-Brick – Memorialize a loved one, or “carve in stone” an event 
with a personalized brick paver that will be installed in our memorial walkway. Pav-
ers run between $500 and $1,000 depending on size. Here’s a gift that becomes a 
tangible part of Ambrosian history, viewed by generations to come.
 Ghirelli Rosaries – Six different custom-designed rosaries made by hand 
in Italy expressly for St. Ambrose Parish. The bead collection ranges from hard 
wood, bohemian glass and semi-precious stones. The cruficix is taken from the ARK 
Plaza sculpture. The center piece depicts the First and Second Coming of Christ 
from our sanctuary and the “pater” bead is taken from a detail in our stained glass 
windows. Not just a beautiful work of craftsmanship, but a useful aid in prayer, a 
real legacy piece. Prices run between $48 and $107 dollars. Boxed and presented in 
a velvet gift bag.
 Centennial Key Fob – Sleek stainless steel, etched with the Centennial 
Logo. A classy, inexpensive way to remember a friend or a former parishioner. $5 
boxed.
 “Feeding the Multitude” – a collection of more than 250 recipes pro-
vided by the cooks of St. Ambrose Parish. This spiral bound book contains a special 
section with meal prayers for the seasons of the Church year as well as for special 
family celebrations. 
 Commemorative Bee Tile – Designed and produced exclusively for 
St. Ambrose Parish by David Ellison, a Detroit-area tile maker who was instrumen-
tal in establishing the tile-making program at historic Pewabic Pottery. The size of 
the tile, unframed, is 6” x 6” and costs $85.00, gift boxed.
 Centennial Tote Bags – Environmentally friendly, this black 12x15x5” 
tote is a neat way to carry your allegiance to St. Ambrose Parish to the store or to 
wherever you go. Totes are included complementary with purchases of a Cherub or 
Tile. Otherwise they are $5. 
 Christmas Cherub – A reproduction of a DePrato Cherub that donned the 
St. Ambrose Creche over 75 years ago. Each Cherub is a hand-painted resin casting 
by Ellison Studios, numbered and signed. Every one is a unique work of art at $75 
each. (Limited Supplies remaining)
 St. Ambrose 2017 Centennial Calendar – Marking our 101st Anni-
versary, this calendar recaps some great memories from our Centennial year. Maybe 
you will see someone you know in the photos. $5 each.
 St. Ambrose Honey – from the beehives on St. Ambrose property this 
rich, pure honey is a treat for morning tea and toast. It’s a wonderful gift for any 
honey connoisseur. Due to colony collapse, none is available for 2016

There are three easy ways to “shop” St. Ambrose: 
1. Stop by the parish office, Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Cash, check or credit cards are accepted.
2. Call the parish office at (313) 822-2814 to place your order – it can be made 

available at Mass for your pick up. Credit cards may be taken over the phone. 
Or pay by cash or check after mass when picking up, or mail to the parish office.

3. Email your order to stambrose@comcast.net and let us know if you want to pick 
up at the rectory or after Mass. Please do not send credit card number by email.
Call (313) 822-2814 for assistance.

Shop St. Ambrose
Good and gracious God,
a new year of grace is upon us,
giving us impressions 
of crisp beginnings
new goals, a fresh sense of hope.

Though we cling to our own
expectations
for the year ahead,
we know you alone
are the sovereign of our future,
Lord of our lives, and the source
of whatever good we may do.

We thank you, O Lord,
for the gift of the days and weeks
you have entrusted to us.

Teach us to be good stewards
of our time ahead,
that we go about our days
keeping you
at the center of our lives.
In the midst of our daily pursuits
and activities,
focus our eyes 
on the needs of others;
help us respond with compassion
to the poor;
and open our hearts
to a suffering world.

We ask for a year of peace,
a year that brings an end
to hatred and strife,
and	a	year	where	we	find
a deeper joy
that can only be found in you.

We ask this
through Christ your Son
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever.
Amen.

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
for the New Year



july 22, 2018 - The Beehive 

Scratch Page

Movie, TV Ratings
 Confused about what mov-
ies, television programs or theatrical 
productions are appropriate for your 
family? Go to the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops' website for reviews 
and ratings at catholicnews.com/mov-
ies.htm

While on Vacation
 St. Ambrose Parish is equipped 
to make electronic transfers from your 
checking account or credit card on our 
website! Christian Financial Credit 
Union brings parishioners and friends 
the ability to make an electronic con-
tribution to St. Ambrose on a regular or 
on a one-time basis.
 Your checking account or credit 
card may be used to make a single dona-
tion; or you may set up automatic week-
ly, monthly or quarterly contributions on 
a schedule. We hope that this additional 
financial service allows you another 
way of managing your stewardship to 
St. Ambrose. Go to stambrosechurch.
net for more information on electronic 
giving.

 Stewardship is a commitment of mind and heart to the 
Lord; a way of life that needs constant renewal and transforma-
tion. This time of year has always been one of looking forward to 
a new year, reflecting on the changes we need to make in our lives 
and resolving to follow through on those changes.
 Perhaps those who seek to make resolutions to be better 
stewards might find inspiration in the following quick samples:
 Stewardship of Prayer: Resolve to strengthen your rela-
tionship with the Lord. Notice how often you pray and what hin-
ders you from praying. Commit to short, daily prayer times.
 Stewardship of Family: Resolve to set aside more time 
to stay connected with your family. Eat dinner together, sched-
ule regular dates with your spouse, plan family outings, and go to 
Mass together.
 Stewardship of Health: Resolve to get those medical and 
dental checkups. Adopt healthier eating habits. Add exercise and 
other physical activity to your daily routine.
 Stewardship of Possessions: Resolve to possess a little 
more “lightly” this year. Consider ways you can reduce the amount 
of all that stuff you own. Distinguish between those items that are 
necessary and those that are considered luxurious and unneces-
sary.
 Stewardship of the Parish Family: Resolve to serve your 
faith community in some way this year such as at liturgy, in the 
parish’s outreach or education and formation efforts.
 Stewardship of Money: Resolve to render sacred your an-
nual budget. Reprioritize your financial goals to ensure that the 
Lord comes first in your spending. Take positive steps to improve 
your financial health.
 Stewardship of Work: Resolve to be faithful to your daily, 
work-related tasks and offer them up to the Lord. Cultivate your 
skills. Deepen your knowledge. Be mindful of how you are build-
ing the Kingdom of God.
 Stewardship of Mind: Resolve to keep your mind active. 
Commit to being more informed on the issues of the day. Read 
your Bible. Familiarize yourself with the Church’s social teach-
ings.
 Stewardship of Neighbor: Resolve to be a person of hos-
pitality; to make time and space for others who enter your life. Be 
more aware of those times when a neighbor, coworker, fellow pa-
rishioner or stranger, needs a moment of kindness, a little attention 
or an affirming gesture on your part.
 Stewardship of the Poor:  Resolve to live with more 
compassion and in solidarity with those less fortunate. Remember 
the poor in prayer, and commit to helping relieve in some way the 
plight of those who are impoverished or marginalized.

From the International Catholic Stewardship Council Newsletter, January 
2017.

“Making All Things New”:
Stewardship and New Year’s Resolutions
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Electronic Donations
St. Ambrose Parish is equipped to make electronic transfers from your 

checking account or credit card on our website. Christian Financial Credit Union 
brings parishioners and friends the ability to make an electronic contribution to 
St. Ambrose on a regular or a one-time basis. This is especially helpful to us when 
you go away for a weekend, or go on vacation.
 Your checking account or credit card may be used to make a single 
donation; or you may set up automatic weekly, monthly or quarterly contributions 
on a schedule. This solution is not meant to replace the current envelope method 
of collection, but instead to provide an additional alternative for individuals who 
might prefer to make their contribution electronically. 
 We hope that this additional financial service allows you another way of 
managing your stewardship to St. Ambrose. Go to stambrosechurch.net for more 
information.

Lenten 
Observances
•	 Lent	 is	 the	 liturgical	 sea-
son which runs from Ash 
Wednesday until the Mass of the 
Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday.

• Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are days of total fast and abstinence 
from meat.

•		All	the	Fridays	of	Lent	are	days	of	
Abstinence from meat. 

•	The	Law of Abstinence from meat 
binds persons from the completion of 
their 14th year — from the day after 
their 14th birthday, throughout life.

•	The Law of Abstinence forbids 
the use of meat, but not eggs, milk 
or products or condiments made of 
animal fat. Permissible are soups 
flavored	with	meat,	meat	gravy	and	
sauces.

•	The	Law of Fasting binds persons 
from the completion of their 18th 
year to the beginning of their 60th 
year, i.e., from the day after their 
59th birthday.

•	The	Law of Fasting allows only 
one full meal a day, but does not 
prohibit taking some food in the 
morning and evening, observing as 
far as quantity and quality are con-
cerned — approved local custom. 
The order of meals is optional; i.e. 
the full meal may be taken in the 
evening instead of at midday. Also: 
(1) the quantity of food taken at the 
two lighter meals should not exceed 
the quantity taken at the full meal. (2) 
the drinking of ordinary liquids does 
not break the fast.

•	In	keeping	with	the	spirit	and	mean-
ing of the Lenten fast, Catholics are 
encouraged to observe the Good 
Friday fast through Holy Saturday 
and until after the celebration of the 
Easter Vigil.

E-Donations
St. Ambrose Parish is equipped 

to make electronic transfers from 
your checking account or credit card 
on our website. Christian Financial 
Credit Union brings parishioners and 
friends the ability to make an electronic 
contribution to St. Ambrose on a regular 
or one-time basis.
 Your checking account or 
credit card may be used to make a 
single donation; or you may set up 
automatic weekly, monthly or quarterly 
contributions on a schedule.  This 
solution is not meant to replace the 
current envelope method of collection, 
but instead to provide an additional 
alternative for those who might prefer to 
make their contributions electronically.
 We hope this additional 
financial service allows you another 
way to manage your stewardship to St. 
Ambrose.  Visit stambrosechurch.net for 
more information on electronic giving.

 Mercy Begins In the Home 
 Whenever I go out with my three rambunc-
tious, superhero-obsessed young boys and their sister, 
people zero in on my daughter, who has Down syn-
drome.  Their reaction is always the same:  “You sure 
have your hands full!”  
 Well, yes I do. But not for the reason they 
think.  Truthfully, the kid with special needs is the 
easy one.  It’s the rest of them I have to worry about.
 On any given day, the preschooler will de-
molish the LEGO masterpiece that took his big broth-
er three days to build.  The 7-year-old will shove his 
little brother down and then play the victim when the 
other retaliates.  The tween will decide that sitting in 
the front seat of the van is the hill he’s ready to die 
upon.
 During the Jubilee Year of Mercy, I’ve had 
ample opportunity to recognize a fundamental truth:  
Mercy begins in the home.
 We often thing of “mercy” in relation to for-
giveness, but if we distill the corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy to their essence, they are about rec-
ognizing and honoring the elemental goodness – the 
presence of God – in everyone around us.  Mercy is 
about opening our hearts and minds to accept and 
love others, rather than judge and censure them.
 You might say that in the home as in the 
world, mercy begins with kindness.
 But kindness is in short supply these days.  
Ratings trump integrity; shock value drives ratings 
and commentators and social media users feel entitled 
to say things to the faceless internet that, not so long 
ago, would have been universally recognized as bad 
manners.  We aren’t encouraged to find the best in 
others; we’re conditioned to assume the worst.
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 It’s coming up this 
week. Make plans now to join in 
the inaugural St. Ambrose Parish 
golf outing this Friday, June 12th. 
We’re planning a great day of 
golf and socializing at Chandler 
Park Golf Course (chandlerpark-
golfcourse.com). 
 The event includes a 
scramble format with four-per-
son teams, lunch and awards, 
concluding with a great “Chef 
Fred” dinner at the ARK at St. 
Ambrose. A person can register 
to play a round of golf with din-
ner, or just for dinner. 
     Register now online at www.
planmygolfevent.com/26900-
StAmbroseBeeAtTheTee/. Reg-
istration, sponsorship and vol-
unteer forms are available in the 
back of church. Questions? Email 
st.ambrosegolf@gmail.com.
 Sponsorships are still 
available in many different price 
ranges. Consider signing up your 
business as a supporter of our 
first golf outing. Personalize your 
own Tee sign to celebrate a spe-
cial event, to thank or remember 
someone special, or to congratu-
late a friend, or a group. Do it 
now!

Welcome to St. Ambrose!
St. Ambrose Parish continues to grow, 
not only in spirit, but also in numbers. 
On behalf of our parish community, 

now beginning its 102nd year of existence, 
we warmly welcome all those who have 

newly registered with us this past year...

Jeff and Katie Adams on Calvin in the Farms, Kristine Aiuto	on	Neff	
in Grosse Pointe City, Nick and Ariel Jordan on Lincoln in Grosse 
Pointe City, Katherine Barnwell on Lakepointe in the Park, Dan and 
Veronica Braker on Balfour in the Park, Max and Kari Canevari on 
Grayton in the Park, Bill and Julie Carion on Elsleigh in Grosse Pointe 
City, Rachel Carion on North Kenwood in Royal Oak, Dan and Christa 
Clark	on	Beaconsfield	in	the	Park,	Mary Louise Doren on Trombley in 
the Park, Jason and Michele Dritsan on Barrington in the Park, David 
and Lindsay Frattaroli on Beaufait in the Woods, Kyle and Amanda 
French on Trombley in the Park, Matthew and Erin Gierlowski on 
Wayburn in the  Park, Walter and Stephanie Hudson on Lochmoor in 
the Woods, Matt and Julie Johnson on Dixie Drive in Clinton Township, 
Scott and Amy Leech on Balfour in the Park, James and Mia Missant 
on Middlesex in the Park, Don McCain and Nicole Budrys on 
University in Grosse Pointe City, David and Julia Mikesell on Roslyn 
in the Woods, Mike and Ellen Moore on Wayburn in the Park, Bereket 
and Sara Mouawad on Westchester in the Park, Giuseppe and Paola 
Palazzolo on Windmill Pointe in the Park, Peter and Jennifer Palen 
on Kerby in the Farms, Elizabeth Phelan	 on	Beaconsfield	 in	 the	
Park, Sherry Pirello on Lakepointe in the Park, Jeremy and Chrissie 
Pohlman on Westchester in the Park, Carol Shanku on Vernier in the 
Woods, Brian and Annie Sladkin on Pemberton in the Park, Garry 
and Susan Smith on Barrington in the Park, Ron and Toni Splading 
on Wayburn in the Park, Diego and Angela Fernandez on Lakepointe 
in the Park, Nicholas and Jennifer Tenn on Culver in St. Clair Shores, 
Charles Tocco and Heather Fortner on Springborn in Casco, Danielle 
Varga on Cloverly in the Farms, Wayne and Roberta Wallrich on 
Trombley in the Park, Marc and Emily Weaver	on	Jefferson	 in	 the	
Park, Andrew and Marian Willing on Yorkshire in the Park, Tim and 
Maria Zucchero on Whindham in Fraser

Become a member of an ever-growing St. Ambrose Parish by 
registering your name with us. Registration cards can be found 
in the front of the hymnals; or you can register by telephone at 

313-822-2814 or email at stambrose@comcast.net.
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As Catholics we are called to take concrete measures to overcome the misunder-
standing, ignorance, competition, and fear that stand in the way of genuinely wel-
coming the stranger in our midst and enjoying the communion that is our destiny as 
Children of God. 

“Welcoming the Stranger Among Us: Unity in Diversity”
 United States Conferences of Catholic Bishops, 2000

RCIA: 2013 -2014
NAME ________________________________________

HOME PHONE  _________________________________

WORK PHONE _________________________________

E-MAIL ________________________________________
	I would like to learn more about the Catholic Faith. 
	I would like to prepare for Baptism.
	I would like to join the Catholic Church/Community.
	I would like to complete my initiation into the Catholic Church
	 	by	celebrating	my	Confirmation	and	Holy	Communion.
	I would like to return to the Church and to a more active practice of my faith. 
	I would like to learn more about becoming a sponsor for a new Catholic.
	I would be willing to help with the details of this year's R.C.I.A. program
	Call me for my other needs, requests, questions, etc.

Return this to the Parish Rectory or in the Sunday Collection basket.

Welcome to St. Ambrose!
St. Ambrose Parish continues to grow, not only in spirit, but also in numbers. 

On behalf of our parish community, now into its 99th year of existence, 
we warmly welcome all those who have newly registered with us 
since we last celebrated the great feast of Easter.
; Shannon Johnston on Fleetwood in Harper Woods; Jake and Erin Saba on Lakewood in 
Chesterfield;	Jonathan and Karen Paduchowski on Clayton in Clinton Twp.; Robert and Jennifer 

Evans on Barrington in the Park; Michael and Jessica Mooney on Overlake in St. Clair Shores; 
Stephen and Sara Campbell on Lakepointe in the Park; Derek and Cassandra Swanson on Lochmoor 

in the Woods; Katherine Weathers on Kerby in the Farms; Richard and Lauren Pesta on Lakepointe in the Park; Ronald and 
Margaret Breitenbecher on Somerset in the Park; Salvador and Chhavy Gatbonton on Whittier in the Park; Kelly and Amanda 
Brownsberger on Kensington in the Park; Chris Lecznar	on	Beaconsfield	in	the	Park;	Phil and Katie Skiera on Lancaster in 
the Woods; Brian and Adrienne Surma on Fisher Road in the Farms; Kenya Swanson on University in the City; Cris Lowe on 
Devonshire in the Park; Noah and Rose Zogas on Barrington in the Park; John and Jacklyn Weidenbach on Colonial Road in the 
Shores; Sherilyn Russell on Middlesex in the Park; Michael and Elizabeth Mahoney on Woodland Shores in the Shores; Anthony 
and Joy Sinauskas on Shoreclub in St. Clair Shores; Robert and Susan Butters on O’Connor in St. Clair Shores; Sam Palazzolo 
on Wayburn in the Park; Anthony and Bernadette Candela on Balfour in the Park; Christopher and Annette Duda on Hanley in 
Warren; Blair and Melissa Jenness on Whittier in the Park; 
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The fruits of evangelization are changed lives and a changed world – ho-
liness and justice, spirituality and peace. 

The validity of our having accepted the Gospel does not only come from 
what we feel or what we know, it comes also from the way we serve oth-
ers, especially the poorest, the most marginal, the most hurting, the most 
defenseless, and the least loved.

An evangelization that stays inside ourselves is not an evangelization into 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

“Go Make Disciples”, United States Conferences of Catholic Bishops, 2002
Commemorative Tile
 Our Commemorative Bee Tile 
was designed and produced exclusively 
for St. Ambrose Parish by David Ellison, 
a Detroit-area tile maker whose tile work 
is available at showrooms, galleries and 
design centers across the country. David 
was instrumental in establishing the tile-
making program at the historic Pewabic 
Pottery in Detroit where he taught for 
many years.  The size of the tile, un-
framed, is 6” x 6” and costs $85.00 gift 
boxed. The first pressing of the tile is lim-
ited to 25 pieces. More will be ordered 
based on demand. These first tiles are 
available now for holiday giving. Please 
contact us at stambrose@comcast.net. 
 The bee is a symbol of St. Am-
brose, the Bishop of Milan, who lived in 
the fourth century. When Ambrose was 
a baby, a bee landed on his mouth and 
settled there. His mother went to brush 
it away, but elders in the room remarked 
that the bee would not harm him. This 
was taken as a sign that Ambrose was 
destined to speak words and create songs 
that would be as sweet as honey to all 
who heard them. Ambrose became one 
of the most eloquent and persuasive 
preachers of the faith. His music has unit-
ed congregations in prayer for centuries. 
In the Catholic tradition, he is considered 
to be the patron of bees and beekeepers – 
as well as lawyers and musicians.
 The head of the bee on this tile 
features a mitre, which is worn by bish-
ops for liturgical ceremonies. The bee ap-
pears on a quatrefoil design, representing 
a leaf with four lobes and most often sym-
bolic of the Four Evangelists – Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. The quatrefoil 
design appears at the peak of the stained 
glass windows in St. Ambrose Church. 
The fleur-de-lis at each corner of the tile is 
a stylized lily symbolic of the purity of the 
Virgin Mary. 

ArkThe

at St. Ambrose in Grosse Pointe Park
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The fruits of evangelization are changed lives and a changed world – ho-
liness and justice, spirituality and peace. 

The validity of our having accepted the Gospel does not only come from 
what we feel or what we know, it comes also from the way we serve oth-
ers, especially the poorest, the most marginal, the most hurting, the most 
defenseless, and the least loved.

An evangelization that stays inside ourselves is not an evangelization into 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

“Go Make Disciples”, United States Conferences of Catholic Bishops, 2002

ArkThe

at St. Ambrose in Grosse Pointe Park

An unforgettable place 
for your next meeting or 
special event with superb 
catering, in a setting 
unlike anywhere else . . .

The Ark at St. Ambrose
For calendar and 
booking reservations 
call 313 - 822 - 2814 or 
email: stambrose@comcast.net


