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Luke is a theologian with a historical bent, possessing 
a strong sense of the salvation story’s development through 
three phases of time. The time of Israel is the period of “the 
law and the prophets” from the creation to the appearance of 
John the Baptist. The entire Old Testament portrayed Israel 
growing in the knowledge of God and awaiting the future “re-
demption of Jerusalem”. Luke’s account represents this time 
poetically through the infancy narrative, with its unforget-
table characters who represent Old Testament piety at its best. 
The time of Jesus encompasses his baptism to his Ascension, 
when salvation is definitively accomplished in the words and 
works of the Messiah, especially his Death and Resurrec-
tion in Jerusalem. Luke accentuates the dramatic immediacy 
of salvation by a strategic use of the word today (fulfillment 
“today,” “salvation today,” paradise “today”. The time of the 
church stretches from Pentecost until Jesus returns. Antici-
pated in 24:48, this period begins to unfold in the 28th chapter 
of the Acts of the Apostles.

Beginning a Year with St. Luke

Parish 
mbroseSt. A

The Gospel according to Luke, together with its se-
quel, the Acts of the Apostles, presents a breathtaking narra-
tive of early Christianity, from Gabriel announcing the birth 
of John the Baptist in Jerusalem to the Apostle Paul announc-
ing the Gospel of Jesus in Rome. This majestically conceived, 
magnificently crafted epic makes up about a quarter of the 
New Testament.

Luke was a second-generation Christian who may 
have been a Gentile admirer of Judaism before his conver-
sion. He was well educated, traveled widely, wrote excellent 
Greek, and was influenced by contemporary modes of writing 
history. He echoes the atmosphere, the language and at times 
even the style of the Old Testament. Luke tells us directly 
that he is handing on what contemporaries of Jesus have re-
ported. Writing about fifty years after Jesus’ time, he incor-
porates many stories and sayings from Mark, from a source 
also known to Matthew, and from his own traditions. Nev-
ertheless, he shapes the traditions according to his one rich 
perspective.

After the Second Vatican Council, not only were the Biblical Readings at mass made available in the language of the people, but the struc-
ture of the lectionary was expanded as well.  Rather than repeating a yearly pattern, we now have a three-year cycle for Sundays. Each year 
draws from a particular Gosepl account.  With this Advent, and for the next twelve months, we enter into the cycle of readings from St. Luke’s 
Gospel. Not every verse of Luke is included and occasionally a Sunday solemnity or feast requires a reading from a different evangelist, but 
over time, we will become more familiar with the specific outlook and intention of Luke’s Gospel account.  The following article by Michael 
Cameron, gives us a bird’s eye view of what we can expect to see.  
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Introduction to Luke  
Continued from page 1

 Luke’s work has a distinctive, sweet air, a beautiful mildness. This natu-
rally humane outlook finds deep resonance with Jesus’ concern for people’s heal-
ing and salvation. In contrast to Mark’s rough prophet, Matthew’s wise teacher, 
and John’s mystical divine, Luke’s Jesus is the herald of healing peace. From the 
early scene announcing “liberty to captives” to the last healing of the slave of the 
high priest who arrested him, Luke’s Jesus is the good and gentle Savior. At the 
same time, Luke is blunt about Jesus’ severe demands on those who become his 
disciples, who must take up their cross daily and leave everything to follow him, a 
favorite idea.
 Luke is an exquisite storyteller, with a keen eye for deep characters, pun-
gent storylines, poignant ironies, and heartwarming endings. As with all such 
masters, his pen’s slightest stroke speaks volumes, as when Jesus agonizes while 
the disciples sleep “from grief”, or Peter denies Jesus a third time and “the Lord 
turned and looked at Peter”. Luke’s arresting vignettes anticipate the stained glass 
storytelling of great medieval cathedrals. It is not accidental that artists have often 
rendered Luke as a portrait painter, or that the Church has made Luke patron saint 
of artists.
 Luke contains certain features that the other Gospel accounts omit or men-
tion only in passing. Joy is a distinct emphasis, as are prayer, the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ 
friendships with women, and his teaching on hospitality and right attitude about 
wealth. If Luke’s account of the Gospel had somehow not survived, our loss would 
be incalculable.
 Luke alone gives us the stories of Jesus’ infancy narrative, including the 
birth of John the Baptist, the angel Gabriel’s Annunciation to Mary, and her visita-
tion to Elizabeth, the liturgical songs of Mary and Zechariah; he draws images of 
the crowded inn at Bethlehem, Jesus lying in the manger, shepherds frightened by 
angles singing “Peace on Earth”, hoary Simeon exclaiming his praise, old Anna 
prophesying redemption, the young Jesus cross-examining the scholars and Mary 
keeping in her heart the mysteries about her son.
 Luke’s memorable characters include the judgmental Pharisee Simon, the 
hungry learner Mary, the repentant taxman Zacchaeus, and the distraught disciple 
Cleopas. Special dramas abound: Jesus raised up a widow’s only son at his funeral, 
then “gave him to his mother”, healed the woman bent double for eighteen years 
and cured ten lepers among whom the Samaritan alone returned to say thanks. He 
painted a host of affecting scenes: Jesus reading in his home synagogue, Peter re-
penting at Jesus’ knees, the woman bathing Jesus’ feet with her tears, Jesus praying 
with sweat “like drops of blood.”
  Further, Luke transmitted many unique sayings of Jesus: “one’s life does 
not consist of possessions”. “Do not be afraid any longer little flock”. “The king-
dom of God is among you”. “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do”. 
“Today you will be with me in Paradise”. And many well-known parables are 
found only in Luke: the Good Samaritan, the Woman’s lost Coin, the Prodigal Son, 
the Rich Man and Lazarus, the Widow and the Unjust Judge, the Pharisee and the 
Tax Collector.
 Luke’s first sentences in the prologue address an otherwise unknown fig-
ure named Theophilus (the name means “God’s friend”), who symbolizes any 
Christians seeking a deeper understanding of Jesus. For each reader who takes up 
his “orderly sequence” with serious intent, Luke has a single stirring aim. Literally 
translated, it reads, “that you may come to know a deep assurance about the teach-
ings you have received.”

Tap. Give. Done.
•	 Donations to our church have 

never been so easy!
•	 Give tithes and offerings 

from your smartphone
•	 Donate anytime, anywhere
•	 Track your donations
•	 Make us your home church 

on Givelify 
•	 Free to download and use

givelify.com/app

Feast of the 
Immaculate
Conception
The Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
is celebrated on Saturday, 

December 8, 
2018.  It is a 
holy day of 
obligation.

Mass at St. 
Ambrose for 
the feast will 
be at 10 a.m. 
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All
ThingsConsidered

‘I can give this so that they can eat or 
have clothes’ – has an ulterior result: It 
enlarges the heart and helps us be mag-
nanimous.”
 Finally, the Holy Father in-
vited Christians to be generous and to 
start by inspecting our houses to dis-
cover “what we don’t need and could 
be useful for someone else.” We should 
ask God, he said, “to free us” from that 
dangerous disease of consumerism, 
which makes us slaves and creates de-
pendence on spending money. “Let us 
ask the Lord for the grace of being gen-
erous, so that our hearts may be opened 
and we may become kinder.”.
 In this great season of grace, 
examine your life-style and personal 
spending habits. Then do what Pope 
Francis asks: “How can I help more?” 
Sound advise is to pick a charity and 
look into its financial record as to ex-
actly how much of their income goes 
to the intended recipient. The website, 
charitynavigator.org examines how 
much of the money donated to a char-
ity goes to program expenses, admin-
istration and fund-raising. It also rates 
charities based on financial health, effi-
ciency and capacity to sustain services 
and grow. 
 Think global and local. There 
should be at least one national or in-
ternational relief organization on your 
giving list. There should also be a fa-
vorite local group that you know does 
good work that you can support.
 And, in the end, please remem-
ber your home parish. The hard truth is 
that our parish is getting by on too little 
from too few. (That’s especially a prob-
lem, paradoxically enough, in our larg-
est parishes, maybe because everybody 
figures everyone else must be giving.) 
The reality is that 1 in 3 Americans 
who identify themselves as Catholic at-
tend Mass on a “regular” basis (defined 
as at least once a month). And of those 
regular attendees, only 30% give to the 
support of their parish. The good news 
is that it wouldn’t take much from each 
of us to change that.
 An excellent opportunity to be 
extra generous with St. Ambrose Par-
ish is offered to us by our Archdiocese, 
which allows donations specified by 

 You only need to look over the 
mail that has been arriving at your ad-
dress for weeks now – any number of 
charities and non-profits are engaged in 
financial appeals. It’s a simple fact that 
has been proven time and again in fun-
draising studies and research: people 
give to charity at the end of the year.  
 They do this for several differ-
ent reasons. For individuals, the end of 
the year is often a time to make up for 
not giving during the rest of the year, or 
it can be a time to spend the remainder 
of your charitable giving budget before 
the start of the new year. For other folks 
–inspired by the God-given gift of Je-
sus which we celebrate at Christmas–
the end of the year is simply a time of 
gift giving – including giving gifts to 
charity. It’s a way of returning the fa-
vor that God has bestowed on us.
 In his homily last Monday at 
Mass in the Casa Santa Marta, Pope 
Francis reminded Christians to be gen-
erous towards the poor, saying a chari-
table attitude opens the heart and helps 
us to be kinder. He also warned that the 
enemy of generosity is consumerism, 
where we buy more than we need.
 “An appeal to generosity: 
Generosity belongs to everyday life; 
it’s something we should think: ‘How 
can I be more generous, with the poor, 
the needy… How can I help more?’ 
 “We can do miracles through 
generosity. Generosity in little things: 
Maybe we don’t do it because we just 
don’t think about it. The Gospel mes-
sage makes us reflect: How can I be 
more generous? Just a little more, not 
much…. But nowadays there is another 
disease, which works against generos-
ity: The disease of consumerism.”
 “I’m not saying all of us do 
it, no. But consumerism – excessive 
spending to buy more than we need 
– is a lack of austerity in life. This is 
the enemy of generosity. And material 
generosity – thinking about the poor: 

the donor as “Christmas” will be ex-
empt from the usual 7% tax they assess 
on all other donations during the year 
(with the exception of the CSA).
 As this season of giving com-
mences, spend a personal moment to 
think about how your heart can be more 
open, and discover fresh again how in 
giving, we receive.
  XXX
 In ordinary circumstances, 
whenever a Holyday of Obligation 
falls on a Saturday or Monday, Ameri-
can Catholics are exempt from the duty 
of mass attendance – except for the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary. This feast has special histori-
cal and cultural meaning to us, since 
the United States is dedicated under the 
patronage of our Lady under that title. 
Some historians believe that the flag-
ship of Christopher Columbus was 
named Santa Maria de Concepcion. In 
1846, the United States bishops unani-
mously chose the Virgin Mary, con-
ceived without sin, as patroness of the 
country, a decision approved by Pope 
Pius IX the following year. If our na-
tion ever needed the intercession of the 
powerful mother of Christ to navigate 
us though stormy times, it’s now. Mass 
for the feast will be offered here this 
coming Saturday morning at 10:00.
 And why not back into the 
Holy Day with attending mass this 
coming Friday morning at 8:30, De-
cember 7th, which is also the feast of 
St. Ambrose of Milan – our parish 
patron. It will be followed by an hour 
of Eucharistic Exposition ending at 
10:00 a.m. If you are not working or in 
school, please consider giving the Lord 
an hour of your time at the beginning of 
this month. 
 Mother Teresa was once 
asked “What will convert America and 
save the world?” She answered with-
out hesitation that we need everyone to 
come together in Holy Hours of prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament. Our 
spare time is always valuable to us, but 
it is much more valuable to our beloved 
Lord. He wants America to be con-
verted, but it is up to us to come before 
Him to help bring this about. 

TRP



december 2, 2018 - The Beehive

Faith Formation Station
 Advent is a time of expectation and hope. Advent means arrival or coming 
and reminds us to pause each day to remember why Jesus came at Christmas. Tradi-
tions vary by family and country, but common ways of commemorating Jesus’ birth 
include Advent calendars, candles, and wreaths.
 One of the nicest things about an Advent wreath is there isn’t a single right 
way to do it. Maybe you find it easier to light the candles at breakfast than dinner. 
Maybe you put the wreath before the Nativity scene while others keep it on the dining 
room table. Perhaps you recite traditional prayers together over the wreath or perhaps 
you make up your own special prayers to God. 
 As you prepare your Advent wreath, consider focusing on the candles them-
selves. In different parts of the Catholic world, the colors of these candles vary, but in 
any case, each of the four candles symbolizes a virtue awaiting us during this season 
of anticipation and longing. As we wait for the birth of Our Savior, let the four candles 
of the Advent wreath light your way to the true treasures of the Christmas Season: 
HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE.
 WEEK #1: HOPE – Sometimes we think of hope as wishful thinking. The 
virtue of hope is much more than wishing upon a spiritual star, even the Star of Beth-
lehem. It is an optimistic expectancy that allows us to have confidence that God is 
with us in all things. As you light the first candle of Advent, ask each family member 
what he or she is hoping for.
 WEEK #2: PEACE – As we await the coming of the Prince of Peace, use 
this week to make peace in your own life. When you light this week’s candle, pray the 
Peace Prayer attributed to St. Francis that begins: “Lord, make me an instrument of 
your peace….” Conclude your prayer with personalized intentions for peace in your 
family and in the world.
 WEEK #3: JOY – This Sunday – Gaudete, or Joy Sunday – we are remind-
ed that joy doesn’t come from what we do, but from who we love. Set aside some 
time this week to do at least one thing with those you love just for the sheer joy of it. 
Look at the Christmas lights. Watch a favorite movie. Sing Christmas songs together. 
Whatever it is, do it as a family and simply enjoy your time together.
 WEEK #4: LOVE – On the last Sunday of Advent, we are reminded with 
the Incarnation that love became a person. While actions may speak louder than 
words, it’s always good to say the actual words out loud now and then. As you light 
the final candle, share some sign of love and peace with your family members –  
including saying “I love you” out loud.

PROGRAM REMINDERS: 
•	 Rite of Inscription: Our 9th grade candidates for Confirmation will participate in 

a special Rite of Inscription this weekend on December 2nd at the 11:15 a.m. lit-
urgy followed by a light meal and formation session for the candidates and their 
sponsors. This group of amazing young people will soon celebrate the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on January 12, 2019 at the 4:00 p.m. liturgy. Please keep these 
students and their families along with their dedicated catechists Wil Moin and 
Elizabeth Puleo-Tague in your prayers.

•	 Christmas Eve Children’s Liturgy: It is a cherished custom at St. Ambrose 
Church to re-enact the Christmas Gospel story at the 4:00 p.m. Children’s Christ-
mas Eve Liturgy. Children (4 years old and above) and teens are invited to par-
ticipate – no experience necessary, and costumes are provided. Rehearsal is on 
December 23rd, after the 11:15 a.m. Mass in Church. A parent must accompany 
their child/ren for this one and only rehearsal. Sign-up sheets will be available at 
Rel. Ed. on Sunday; however, if your child/ren are not in the Rel. Ed. program but 
are interested in participating, please call the parish office to sign up.

Kelly Woolums

 I would simply like to learn  
more about the Catholic Faith.

 I desire to prepare for my 
Baptism into Christianity.

 I've been Baptized as a Christian 
and now desire to join in Catholic 
Communion.

 I'm non-Catholic, but married to a 
Catholic, and now wish to join the 
Catholic Church.

 I'm Catholic and I would like to 
complete my initiation into the 
Catholic Church by celebrating 
Confirmation and/or Communion.

 I'm Baptized Catholic and would 
like to learn more about my faith 
and how to practice it.

 I want to propose someone for 
Catholic Church membership and 
offer to serve as their sponsor.

 I would be willing to help with an 
R.C.I.A. program.

 I have other needs, requests, and 
questions. Please contact me.

Name
______________________________
______________________________

Home Phone
_______________________________

Work Phone 
_______________________________

Email Address
______________________________

Return this to the Parish Rectory or place it in the 
Collection basket.
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
Assistant:  Dn. Anthony Kote-Witah, OFM, Cap

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 
Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
       Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
       Sunday - 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Journey of Hope
 Being alone with God yields a significant value in the Journey of Hope for 
the fact that hope does not disappoint. Whosoever hopes in the Lord, his or her faith 
is revitalized. To be alone with God is tuning into a divine channel and merging into 
God’s infinite loving goodness. Therefore, we are invited to turn towards God as sun-
flowers turn toward the sunlight. Evidently, our focus and help comes from the Al-
mighty God, whom we must rely upon. “I raise my eyes toward the mountains. From 
whence shall come my help. My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven 
and earth” (Ps121:1-2) so that he can turn our devastating mourning into celebration, 
and our sorrows into loving joy, because God is Love. Alone with God empowers us 
to redirect our focus on faith, trust and hope in God as my poem depicts:

My Sailboat is Faith in God
I trusted my sailboat because my infinite sailor is in control

Oh yes, I focus on the arising of the awesomeness of my ABBA
Tangibly so, I step into my boat that fits perfectly

I diligently sailed with brave heart to this unknown destination
That in fact, would one day carry me to the gentle heavenly shore.

Truly so, because it lifted me afar, over every stormy sea of wedge barricades
Most importantly, by His divine grace, my sailboat is carrying me on a godly expedition
To experience, embrace and obtain the potential dignity and favor of my mission in faith
For “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen” (Heb 11:1).

I therefore love my sailboat! To this end, I acclaim my contemplative sailboat is Faith in God!

 The metaphor of a sailboat is used for the sort of trust, faith and hope that 
comes from contemplative prayer. The poem describes the boat as a manifestation of 
trust in hope sailing to an unknown destination. Yet, this indeed is the essential mean-
ing of being alone with God in hope and trust. Abraham, Moses, Elijah and many 
other prophets are primary illustrations of those who trusted and hoped in God. Being 
alone with God is a prudent invitation to grasp unseen truths as we lean on God.
 Alone with God allows us to listen and be formed in order to embrace the 
fraternal community of God in Jesus. It also strengthens us to have a lifestyle of con-
tinual prayer, particularly praying for others. Finding quiet private space to pray daily 
magnetizes us to the Spirit who calls us to serve God’s people. As an intercessor in 
my religious community, I joined a prayer discernment group to pray ceaselessly for 
those who have various needs. The intercession motivates and gives me opportuni-
ties to share God’s intimate love and his deepest relationship with others.
 God’s love is essential now more than ever. All things are possible with God, 
and his love brings people together as well as to Himself. So it is crucial not to get 
trapped in the busyness of today’s technologically connected culture. Prayer allows 
us to discern closely and not be trapped by the uncertainties of the world. A genuine 
love for God is loving others as oneself. Therefore, alone with God is a friendly abid-
ing relationship between humanity and God which expresses His unconditional love.

Dn. Anthony Kote-Witah, OFM Cap.

First Friday Holy Hour
 Deacon Kote-Witah will conduct a holy hour in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament this coming Friday following the 8:30 morning mass. It will conclude at 
10:00 a.m. This is an extension of the First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus. To those who show him love and who make reparation for sins, our Lord made a 
great pledge through Sr. Margaret Mary Alacoque: “I promise you in the unfath omable 
mercy of my heart that my omnipotent love will procure the grace of final penitence for all 
those who receive Communion on nine successive first Fridays of the month; they will not 
die in my disfavor, or without having received the sacraments, since my divine heart will be 
their sure refuge in the last moments of their life.” 
 The purpose of this devotion is to draw a person closer to the heart of Christ. 
If a person fulfills nine sucessive months of these obligations with sincere faith, it is 
natural for him or her to be closer to God and better prepared for death.

Marcellina's 
Book Club

The Great Lakes create 
a vast transportation network 
that supports a massive ship-
ping industry. In Sailing into 
History: Great Lakes Bulk 
Carriers of the Twentieth 
Century and the Crews Who 
Sailed Them, Frank Boles 

relates seamanship, cargo, competition, 
cooperation, technology, engineering, 
business, unions, government decisions, 
and international agreements in a story of 
unrivaled interest.

We are in the process of connecting 
with the author to see when he can pay 
our book club a visit. That date will be 
announced here. In the meantime, pick 
up a copy of the book and get a headstart 
in reading this important work which was 
one of this year’s twenty Notable Book 
Honorees by the State Library of Michigan.
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4:00 p.m. – Saturday – Celebrant:  Fr. Victor    Lector: Pat Ticknor 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Maria Cox- & Adam Borkowski, Karen McShane  

Altar Servers:  Daniel & Eleanor Bernas
8:30 a.m. – Sunday – Celebrant:  Fr. Pelc    Lector: Bob Gatzke 

Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Drummond, Colleen Gatzke, Christopher Harrison, 
Bob Jogan, Steve Linne, Joellyn Valgoi, Chris Walsh 

Altar Servers:  Erica, Corey, & Carrigan McGraw

11:15 a.m. - Celebrant:  Fr. Bede    Lector: Leslie Leitch 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Thomas Bennert, Anne Billiu, Doris Fleming,  

Joseph Hugh, Pat & Michael Moceri, Darryl Swiatkowski 
Altar Servers:  Dominik & Malvina Lubanski

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized: Pat 
Blake, Karen Culver, Ann Sullivan Kay, 
Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, Jeanne 
Noto, David Schumacker, Matthew Elias, 
George Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Arthur 
Stoyshin, Anna Noto Billings, Vilma 
Rivers, Vilma Marone, Eileen O’Brien, 
Martha Luna, Dan Urbiel, Dina Engels, 
Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, Betty Greenia, 
Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, 
Darby O’Toole, Frank Gregory, Josephine 
DeCastris, Alex Billiu, Albina Checki, and 
Gladys Bogos.

Your Envelope Speaks
. . . the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish  
requires a minimum of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, November 25, 2018
in envelopes we received ................ $6,002.00
in the loose collection                          $687.00
in electronic donations .................... $1,390.00
for a total of ..................................... $8,079.00
Under budget for the week ............. $2,021.00
Number of envelopes mailed .................... 900
Number of envelopes used ........................ 132

The Second Sunday in Advent
December 8th and December 9th 

Scriptures for the First
Week of Advent
 Monday, December 3 
 •   Is 2: 1-5
 •   Ps 122: 1-9
 •   Mt 8:5-11
 Tuesday, December 4
 •   Is 11: 1-10
 •   Ps 72: 1-2, 7-8, 12-13
 •   Lk 10: 21-24
 Wednesday, December 5 
 •  Is 25: 6-10a
 •   Ps 23: 1-6
 •   Mt 15: 29-37
 Thursday, December 6  
  • Is 26: 1-6
 •   Ps 118: 1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a
 •   Mt 7: 21, 24-27
 Friday, December 7
 •   Is 29: 17-24
 •   Ps 27: 1, 4, 11-14
 •   Mt 9: 27-31 
  Saturday, December 8
 • Gn 3: 9-15,20
 • Eph 1: 3-6, 11-12
 • Lk 1: 26-38
 Sunday, December 9
 • Bar 5: 1-9
 • Phil 1: 4-6, 8-11
 • Lk 3: 1-6

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
Monday, December 3
St. Francis Xavier
 8:30 a.m. - Morning Prayer
Tuesday, December 4
St. John Damascene, priest
 8:30 a.m.- Mass - Rev. Michael Malawy,
 Rev. Nicholas Ghelfi
Wednesday, December 5
 8:30 a.m. - Morning Prayer
Thursday, December 6
St. Nicholas, bishop
 8:30 a.m. - Claire Ann Ryan O’Connor
Friday, December 7
St. Ambrose, bishop & doctor
  8:30 a.m. - Mass - The Toth Family
 Living and Deceased of St. Ambrose Parish
Saturday, December 8
The Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
 10:00 - Mass - People of the United States
 4:00 p.m. - Mass - For All People
Sunday, December 9
The Second Sunday in Advent
   8:30 a.m. - For All People
 11:15 a.m. - For All People

“But when these signs begin to happen, 
stand erect and raise your heads because 
your redemption is at hand.” LUKE 21:28
 We celebrate Advent each year in 
preparation for  the birth of Jesus, His first 
coming, as we await his second coming. In 
this Advent season, use the sacrament of 
Reconciliation to strengthen your relation-
ship with Jesus. It’s never too late. 

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Our Dead
 Mary Oberly, 68, entered 
eternal life on November 25th. She was 
an alumna of St. Ambrose H.S. and a 
lifelong member of our parish. Mary 
was a thoughtful woman; earlier in the 
week in which she passed away she 
visited a fellow parishioner in an as-
sisted living facility. She was a beloved 
employee of The ARK and worked for 
many years with the late Chef Fred 
Whaley. Following Mr. Whaley’s 
death in 2017, Mary worked with his 
son, Vonzell, in The ARK and was in-
strumental in helping him complete his 
culinary arts education. She is survived 
by her husband, Ray, and her daughters 
Karen Culver and Christine Hoffman, 
as well as several brothers and sisters. 
She was predeceased by her parents, 
Carl and Gertrude Schumacker and a 
sister, Diana Schumacker. Funeral ar-
rangements are incomplete. 

Opłatek
 Before sitting down to Christ-
mas Eve dinner, many families with 
roots in Poland and other Eastern 
European countries will take part in 
the opłatek tradition.  The sharing of 
this unleavened bread with another 
person is a time to tell each other,  
‘I love you, I care about you.’ These wa-
fers are sold through our parish, at our 
office or after mass in church. White wa-
fers are for the human members of the 
family; pets get the tinted ones.  If you 
cannot find Opłatek in stores, we have 
some here for you.
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St. Ambrose Liturgical Choir
. . . under the direction of Norah Duncan, IV . . . holds rehearsals on Thursdays at 7:30  p.m.  
New members are always welcome. Interested volunteers who would like to sing for the Christ-
mas holidays but cannot commit to the entire year are especially welcomed at this time. 
 For more information, contact Dr. Duncan through the parish office at  

stambrose@comcast.net or climb up to the loft before or after Sunday’s masses.

Christian Financial
St. Ambrose Parish, through 

Christian Financial Credit Union, is 
equipped to make electronic transfers from 
your checking account or credit card on 
our website. Your checking account or 
credit card may be used to make a single 
donation; or you may set up automatic 
weekly, monthly or quarterly contributions 
on a schedule. Go to stambrosechurch.
net for information on electronic giving.

Pregnancy Aid Giving Tree
 For 24 Advent seasons now, we have erected a Pregnancy Aid 
Giving Tree in our church building as a demonstrative way of supporting 
our pro-life convictions. This Giving Tree outreach program benefits the 
local Pregnancy Aid Society at 17325 Mack, where women with unplanned 
pregnancies can find positive alternatives to abortion. Take a “snowflake” 
from the tree as a pledge – a reminder – and a gift tag – to bring back attached 
to a present for a newborn at one of our Christmas masses.

 The Pregnancy Aid Society has a wish list which includes: baby 
clothing (0-12 mos.), sleepers, blankets, bibs, undershirts (one-piece snap-
style), bath accessories, baby toiletries, diapers (size 1 and 2), strollers, 
breast-feeding accessories and informative books like: “You and Your Baby” 
or support items such as “Baby Einstein” DVDs, books and toys. “Pack ’n 
Plays,” along with Pack ’n Play-sized crib sheets, are also welcomed, as 
are all gently used baby furniture and car carriers.  In short – things that are 
practical, educational and essential.

 The major assimilation of these items takes place at our Christmas 
Eve Children’s liturgy, but early gifts can be brought in on the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent, December 22nd and 23rd, or to the other Christmas masses.  Items 
brought in at Christmastime are part of an inventory from which Pregnancy 
Aid draws all year long. There are few better ways to give a birthday present 
today to Jesus than through this Pregnancy Aid project.

Pray Every Day
 Could you be searching for a fresh new way to pray every day 

of the year?
 Daily Prayer 2019 is your guide to prayer that includes scrip-

ture, psalmody, a brief reflection, general intercessions, and 
a closing prayer. It is ideal for personal and family reflection 
upon the word of God. This also makes an excellent gift for 
seniors, newlyweds, or for a student away at college.
These prayerbooks are now discounted to $8 each, which is a 
modest investment in someone’s spiritual formation. 

To pick up a copy of this year’s Daily Prayer 2019, stop in the back of church  
or call the rectory office at 822-2814.

Are You Willing?
 After providing for their 
families and loved ones, parishioners, 
alumni and friends may want to put 
St. Ambrose in their will, helping to 
assure the long-term future work of 
this parish. Bequests are free of estate 
tax and can substantially reduce the 
amount of your assets claimed by the 
government. 
 You can give needed support 
for St. Ambrose Parish by simply in-
cluding the words in your will: “I 
give, devise, and bequeath to St. Am-
brose Roman Catholic Church, Grosse 
Pointe Park, MI (insert amount, item or 
property being given here) to be used 
to support the ministry of St. Ambrose 
Parish.” 
 A bequest can be a specific 
dollar amount, piece of property, per-
centage of an estate, or all or part of the 
residue of an estate. Think about nam-
ing St. Ambrose Parish as a contingen-
cy beneficiary in the event someone 
named in your will is no longer living. 
It's always recommended that a lawyer 
help in drafting or amending a will.

When Your Donation Is Worth 7% More 
 As we come upon the last month of the calendar year, it means we are also 
coming up to the end of a fiscal tax period. If you intend to make an end-of-the-year 
gift to the parish, you’ll need to date it before January 1st and get it into our office in 
an envelope marked “Christmas Collection.” Gifts made in this manner are free from 
the usual Archdiocesan taxation of 7%. 
 When it comes to calculating your charitable deductions for the Internal 
Revenue Service this coming April, the cutoff date for 2018 deductions is December 
31st. So, it’s now time to review your tax strategy. 
 A significant portion of our parish operating revenue comes from end-of-the-
year contributions which can be in the form of cash, securities, stock, real estate and 
other negotiables. Consult your tax preparer who can guide you as to the best way 
of making a donation to St. Ambrose. Or, our own parish accountant can also be of 
assistance if you call the rectory.




