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“Silent Night”
The song that stopped a war

Parish 
mbroseSt. A

Two Hundred Years Ago
 On Christmas Eve 1818, in the church of St. Nicholas in 
Oberndorf near Salzburg, Germany, Stille Nacht (Silent Night) 
was sung for the first time.
 The words to Silent Night were the work of the Rev. 
Joseph Mohr, a young Catholic priest in Oberndorf. He wrote 
them as a reflection on peace after a summer of violence in Sal-
zburg. Mohr decided his poem might make a good carol for his 
congregation at their Christmas eve service. He asked his friend 
Franz Xaver Gruber, a schoolteacher in the neighboring town 
of Arnsdorf and also the organist in Oberndorf, to set his words 
to music. Gruber did so, and together on Christmas Eve, two 
hundred years ago, they performed Silent Night for the gathered 
faithful – Mohr singing and Gruber playing the guitar, since the 
church organ was not working that night. Silent Night was an 
immediate sensation.
 Weeks later, organ builder Karl Mauracher arrived in 
Oberndorf to fix the organ in St. Nicholas church. When Maura-
cher finished, he stepped back to let Gruber test the instrument. 
When Gruber sat down, he began playing the simple melody 
he had written for Mohr’s Christmas poem. Deeply impressed, 
Mauracher took copies of the music and words of “Silent Night” 
back to his own Alpine village, Kapfing. There, two well-known 
families of traveling singers — the Rainers and the Strassers — 
heard it. Captivated by “Silent Night,” both groups put the new 
song into their Christmas season repertoire.
 The Strassers spread the carol across northern Europe. 
In 1834, they performed “Silent Night” for King Frederick Wil-
liam IV of Prussia, who ordered his cathedral choir to sing it 
every Christmas eve. Twenty years after “Silent Night” was writ-

ten, the Rainers brought the song to the United States, singing it 
(in German) at the Alexander Hamilton Monument located out-
side New York City’s Trinity Church. The first English transla-
tion appeared in New York City in 1851.
 The story of the carol’s simple origin was lost for a cou-
ple of decades, even as Tyrolean choristers performed it across 
Europe. Musical scholars tried to trace its origin. In 1854, the 
Royal Hofkapelle (court orchestra) in Berlin contacted the Ar-
chabbey of St. Peter’s in Salzburg to research the composer of 
the carol. It was thought the composer might have been Johann 
Michael Haydn (1737-1806), Joseph Haydn’s younger brother. 
Felix Gruber, Franz Xaver Gruber’s son, was a boy chorister in 
St. Peter’s at this time. He directed the query to his father. This 
made Franz Xaver Gruber aware of the importance of the carol, 
and he wrote a statement about it, “Authentic Origination of the 
Composition of the Christmas Carol ‘Silent Night’,” and sent it 
to the Royal Hofkapelle, thus documenting his creation of the 
carol. It has since been translated into 143 languages. It was de-
clared an intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO in 2011

World War I
 Pope Benedict XV, who took office in 1914 at the begin-
ning of World War I called for a Christmas truce – an idea that 
was officially rejected. Yet it seems the sheer misery of daily life 
in the cold, wet, dull trenches was enough to motivate troops 
to initiate the truce on their own across the Western front. To 
this day historians continue to disagree over the specifics: no one 
knows where it began or how it spread, or if, by some curious 
festive grace, it broke out simultaneously across the trenches. 



december 23, 2018 - The Beehive

Silent Night 
Continued from page 1
Nevertheless, some two-thirds of troops — about 100,000 peo-
ple — are believed to have participated in the legendary truce.
 Most accounts relate that the truce began on Christmas 
Eve, a beautiful moonlit night, with the singing of Silent Night 
from the German trenches It was echoed by singing of Silent 
Night in English, Flemish and French from the opposite side.
 Then, on Christmas morning in some places, German 
soldiers emerged from their trenches, calling out “Merry Christ-
mas” in English. Allied soldiers came out warily to greet them. 
In others, Germans held up signs reading “You no shoot, we 
no shoot.” Over the course of the day, troops exchanged gifts 
of cigarettes, food, hats and played make-shift games of soccer. 
The Christmas truce also allowed both sides to finally bury their 
dead comrades, whose bodies had lain for weeks on “no man’s 
land,” the ground between opposing trenches.
 The phenomenon took different forms across the West-
ern front. The truce was widespread but not universal. In places 
firing continued — in at least two instances soldiers attempting 
to fraternize were shot by opposing forces. And of course, it was 
only a temporary truce, not peace. Hostilities returned, in some 
places later that day and in others not until after New Year’s 
Day. It was a short peace in one of the deadliest conflicts in the 
history of the human race, in which over 16 million people died. 
While there were occasional moments of peace throughout the 
rest of World War I, they never again occurred on the scale of the 
Christmas truce in 1914.
 That truce has been remembered as a testament to the 
power of hope and humanity in a truly dark hour of history. It 
has been immortalized and fictionalized in children’s novels like 
Michael Foreman’s War Game, and in films such as Joyeux 
Noel and Oh, What a Lovely War! All Is Calm: The Christmas 
Truce of 1914 is an opera by Peter Rothstein about the event. 
And though the Christmas Truce may have been a one-off in 
the conflict, the fact that it remains so widely commemorated 
speaks to the fact that at its heart it symbolizes a very human 
desire for “heavenly peace,” no matter how fleeting.

World War II
 There are scattered reports from WWII, particularly on 
Christmas 1944 in Bastogne, Belgium when American troops 
heard a single voice singing Silent Night in German. Soon more 
German voices were added. An American soldier picked it up 
and before long both sides of combatants were singing. This 
went on for about 5 or 10 minutes and then it stopped. A truce 
never ensued, and a few minutes later guns were again blazing.
 During the Second World War and through the mid-
1950s, Leopold Kohr (1909-94), an emigrant from Oberndorf 
Germany, fused a message of peace with political statements 
against that conflict. In the United States, this economist and 
philosopher published highly successful calls for empathy for 
his Austrian homeland with the help of the hymn, Silent Night. 
Every year during the Christmas season, he wrote dozens of 
newspaper articles, employing Silent Night as a political song 

against Nazi Germany, calling for the liberation of Austria. With 
sentimental descriptions of his home in the Salzburg region of 
the Austrian Alps, he managed to capture the emotions of his 
readers. Leopold Kohr made a leap into the world of politics 
as a result of a chance encounter during Christmas 1941, when 
he joined Franklin D. Roosevelt and Winston Churchill singing 
Silent Night together with crowds of people in the garden of the 
White House. 

VIETNAM
 From 1964 to 1972, comedian Bob Hope included 
South Vietnam on his annual trips to visit troops during the holi-
day season, a tradition that started for him during World War 
II. It would eventually include stops in Guam, the Philippines 
and Korea. The Hope Christmas specials are irreplaceable docu-
ments of the Vietnam era. The sight of the comedian’s entertain-
ing vast oceans of men brought home more vividly than anything 
on the evening news the enormity of America’s commitment in 
East Asia. These holiday shows would end with a starlet singing 
“Silent Night,” asking the men to join in — a sentimental cli-
max that would be repeated on all of Hope’s Vietnam specials. 
That tradition continues with other performers, primarily from 
the United Kingdom, who make Christmas Tours today for the 
troops in Afghanistan.
 The longings Silent Night expresses retains contempo-
rary potency Perhaps it is because friend or enemy, Christian or 
not, we all wish for moments of tranquillity and we all sense, in 
the birth of the Christ child, possibilities for a better future. For 
these reasons, the two hundred year old Silent Night hymn will 
continue to be heard over the din of our conflicted Christmas 
seasons for many a year yet to come.

When Your Donation
Is Worth 7% More 
 As we come upon the last days of the calendar year, 
it means we are also coming up to the end of a fiscal tax 
period. If you intend to make an end-of-the-year gift to 
the parish, you’ll need to date it before January 1st and 
get it into our office in an envelope marked “Christmas 
Collection.”  Gifts made in this manner are free from the 
usual Archdiocesan taxation of 7%.  
 When it comes to calculating your charitable 
deductions for the Internal Revenue Service this coming 
April, the cutoff date for 2018 deductions is December 31st. 
So, it’s now time to review your tax strategy. 
 A significant portion of our parish operating revenue 
comes from end-of-the-year contributions which can be 
in the form of cash, securities, stock, real estate and other 
negotiables. Consult your tax preparer who can guide you as 
to the best way of making a donation to St. Ambrose. Or, our 
own parish accountant can also be of assistance if you call 
the rectory.
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All
ThingsConsidered

the mix. For regular Mass-goers, it will 
seem homey and routine, and a nod of 
recognition to them is going to be enough.
 But those others who only find 
their way to church on Christmas will 
carry with them the reasons they usually 
do not make it to Mass. So they are go-
ing to need more than a nod. 
 Their experience will hinge on 
feeling welcomed or not. People return 
to churches because they are welcomed, 
not because the church got everything 
else right. 
 Both regular Mass-goers and 
Christmas Catholics can make this work 
better. Jesuit Father Jack Bentz writing 
for the December 3rd issue of America 
magazine writes:  “If you are a Christ-
mas Catholic, plan to arrive with an 
open mind. And do it for your own sake. 
Not for your mother or your boyfriend  
– but for you. Yes, the church is a mess, 
but sitting in judgment will only make 
your Christmas grimmer and rob you of 
joy. I know how easy it is to see what is 
wrong with the church; there is always 
plenty to choose from. But the truth is, 
the ministers, the building, the music, 

 A Lifeway study on Christmas 
church attendance indicated that 47% of 
all Americans would attend “Christmas 
week services,” whether it’s Christmas 
Eve, Christmas or some other special 
program. That’s amazing since the study 
also showed that the average non holi-
day attendance is around 20%
 The survey also learned that 
2% of atheists, 9% agnostics and 22% 
who claim non Christian religions at-
tend church at Christmas. That’s big 
time church attendance for people who 
wouldn’t typically walk in the door.
 Soon we will be gathering with 
family and friends for Christmas Mass. 
And, as usual, there will be a mixed 
group made up of those who get to Mass 
regularly and those who do not. Our ex-
perience of Christmas Mass is going to 
be different depending on our place in 

the priest and the preaching are not 
specifically designed to disappoint you. 
And if you are reeling from the abuse 
crisis and the hundred other things the 
Catholic Church is doing wrong, I get 
you. But instead of being judge and jury 
for the entire Catholic Church, go ahead 
and choose to see how God wants to 
love you through this particular parish 
on this specific night.
 And for those who call the par-
ticular parish home, Christmas is the 
chance to welcome the stranger... And 
who knows, the welcome you extend to 
the infrequent Mass-goer might be what 
brings that person into community. And 
next year you both will be welcoming a 
new stranger together.”
   XXX
 This has been an extraordi-
narily expensive 18 months for our par-
ish as we caught up on delayed repair 
items. Last fall, we spent $45,900 to re-
pair masonry on the east and west tran-
septs. In the spring we spent $30,500 
to do tuck-pointing on the main facade 
of the church. $50,000 was the cost of 
the repairs to the plaza, and $14,200 
was the cost of repairs to the church 
air conditioning system this summer. 
We are spending $22,000 in installing 
a new phone/data system in the offices. 
Painting and decorative plaster work 
was restored. There were cosmetic re-
pairs done to the church doors as well 
as some corrective work on the bracing 
of the stained glass.  
 I don’t want to whine too much 
here, but since Easter, we have only hit 
the $10,100 weekly budget target five 
times Yes, as I reported in the end of 
the Fiscal Year Report last September, 
we experienced a hefty Christmas col-
lection in 2017, but the budget is predi-
cated not only on a great end of the year 
collection, it is also built on a week-to-
week subsistence number of $10,100. 
 Please try to gift something to 
St. Ambrose before the end of this cal-
endar year. It might be a good idea to 
set up an automatic weekly or monthly 
deduction though Christian Financial 
– or use the Givelify app on your cell 
phone. Thanks and Merry Christmas!

TRP

Pregnancy Aid Giving Tree 
 For 24 Advent seasons now, we have erected a Pregnancy Aid 
Giving Tree in our church building as a demonstrative way of supporting 
our pro-life convictions. This Giving Tree outreach program benefits the 
local Pregnancy Aid Society at 17325 Mack, where women with unplanned 
pregnancies can find positive alternatives to abortion. Pregnancy Aid is a 
nonprofit, Christian organization offering women positive alternatives to 
abortion, education that promotes effective parenting and healthy lifestyles, 
and material aid to support those in need.  

 The Pregnancy Aid Society has a wish list which includes: baby 
clothing (0-12 mos.), sleepers, blankets, bibs, undershirts (one-piece snap-
style), bath accessories, baby toiletries, diapers (size 1 and 2), strollers, 
breast-feeding accessories and informative books like: “You and Your Baby” 
or support items such as “Baby Einstein” DVDs, books and toys. “Pack ’n 
Plays,” along with Pack ’n Play-sized crib sheets, are also welcomed, as 
are all gently used baby furniture and car carriers.  In short – things that are 
practical, educational and essential. (OK, maybe a few fun things too!)

 The major assimilation of these items takes place at our Christmas 
Eve Children’s liturgy, but gifts can be brought in at any of the Christmas 
masses and/or on Holy Family Sunday, December 29/30th.  Items brought 
in now are part of an inventory from which Pregnancy Aid draws all year 
long. There are few better ways to give a birthday present today to Jesus than 
through this Pregnancy Aid project.
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The Buzz
 Welcome to the week of lights, families and gifts! It’s the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent, with only about a half day to follow before we begin the celebration of 
Christmas (Eve) at 4:00 tomorrow afternoon. If you have been finding these days 
hectic and pressured, take some moment to focus on the “Reason-for-the-Season” 
– Jesus – to help you “lighten” up. After all, He is the Light of the World, the Son 
(Sun: scripture uses the image, so feel free to play with it!) of God. He is the Prince 
of Peace; not the Prince of stressful shopping, nor of perfect decor, nor of harried 
schedules. This is a very good time to remember again who He really is – the One 
who wants to constantly be reborn in each one of us. 

   
 Speaking of Christmas, what do you really know about the story of the birth 
of Jesus? A fun yet very enriching spiritual exercise for adults only at this time of year 
is to pause from the hectic season for a moment or two and relax with the Bible. The 
person embarking on this exercise is required to do two things: one is to make sure 
that your faith is firm and secure, and the other is to approach the reading of the stories 
with such attention to detail as though you have never heard them before.
  Now, a repeat of the caution: this is only for you if you want something 
deeper and more challenging/demanding from the story than what cute crèche scenes 
have to offer. And don’t get me wrong -- I like stables with statues and all the warm 
feelings and memories that go along with them. OK, you’ve been cautioned. If pre-
pared, read on. If your prayer and enjoyment of the season would be upset, stop here, 
jump past the rest of this segment, and continue on to the rest of today’s BUZZ. 
 The exercise is this: find the stories about the birth of Jesus in the Gospels of 
the Bible. (If exploring the Scriptures is new to you, relax and enjoy the discoveries 
you will make very quickly.) Next, place fingers or bookmarks at the beginning of 
each of these stories. If you are doing this with one or more other persons, you can 
assign individuals or teams to represent each Gospel’s story.
 Then start. Compare the stories detail by detail, character by character, action 
by action, dialogue by dialogue. Notice what’s there and what isn’t there in each. See 
patterns; find emphases. Be challenged; grow deeper in the Lord’s life. (Call me if 
you get stuck or upset at 332-5631.)
 The Christmas story from our childhood is wonderful. The adult Christmas 
stories from Scripture are crucial. It’s great to have such a gift be so relevant for any 
age or stage of our lives. Thank you, Emmanuel!

   
 Even though Winter officially began just this past Friday, it’s not like No-
vember and December haven’t been warning us of its approach! I find an interesting 
parallel with Advent and the coming of Christ at Christmas: we already experience 
His presence, and the Jesus of Christmas (or even the One we meet at our death or at 
the end of the world) is not disconnected from the One we have already met. That’s 
why every day has both some Advent and Christmas in it. He is here; yet He always 
is yet to come to us. And in communion with Emmanuel, we have to keep on bringing 
His warmth to a very chilly world. In this way, we are the best gift we give to others 
at this season or any other. 

   
 Speaking of gifts, if you or someone you know is looking for the gift of faith, 
or has just begun to receive it and wants to grow and develop it (even return to it) . . 
. the R.C.I.A. process at St. Ambrose may just be what you’re shopping for this sea-
son. There are no strings nor fees attached to this easygoing and personally tailored 
opportunity. It is never too early or late in life to check this out if the Lord has caught 
your attention and interest in some way. Call me anytime at 313-332-5631 for more 
information about our RCIA lay-away plan ... that God pays off in the end!

Wesołych Świąt, Bożego Narodzenia i Szczęśliwego Nowego Roku,
Karolek Dropiewski

 I would simply like to learn  
more about the Catholic Faith.

 I desire to prepare for my 
Baptism into Christianity.

 I've been Baptized as a Christian 
and now desire to join in Catholic 
Communion.

 I'm non-Catholic, but married to a 
Catholic, and now wish to join the 
Catholic Church.

 I'm Catholic and I would like to 
complete my initiation into the 
Catholic Church by celebrating 
Confirmation and/or Communion.

 I'm Baptized Catholic and would 
like to learn more about my faith 
and how to practice it.

 I want to propose someone for 
Catholic Church membership and 
offer to serve as their sponsor.

 I would be willing to help with an 
R.C.I.A. program.

 I have other needs, requests, and 
questions. Please contact me.

Name
______________________________
______________________________

Home Phone
_______________________________

Work Phone 
_______________________________

Email Address
______________________________

Return this to the Parish Rectory or place it in the 
Collection basket.
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
Assistant:  Dn. Anthony Kote-Witah, OFM, Cap

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 
Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
       Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
       Sunday - 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Journey of Hope
 The document Lumen Gentium, promulgated by the Second Vatican Council 
revealed, “She [Mary] received the Word and gave life to the world, thus she is rec-
ognized and honored as being truly the Mother of God and Mother of the redeemer” 
 Prior to the birth of Christ Mary contemplated the message that the Angel 
had imparted to her. The Angel spoke to Mary simply because she was completely 
receptive to the movement of the Spirit within her, even in the midst of her question 
for clarification.  Interestingly, Mary’s “Yes” is thus our hope of salvation. Mary was 
open to God’s boundless grace to share Christ’s love to every one of us. Thus it is fit-
ting to be alone with Mary because she is our perfect intercessor. The Church Fathers 
trace the role of Mary from Christ’s incarnation to her unceasing intercession. We can 
attest to this reality because of the significant value of her apparitions on the world.
 I believe to be alone with Mary is to embrace her unselfish and extensive im-
pact of receptivity. Mary’s openness was a channel to communicate love among all 
God’s people. This thoughtful aspect should reflect the indispensable groundwork for 
exploring Mary’s role even within our interfaith gathering. Being alone with Mary 
also calls for special invitation because her Son’s death and resurrection brings us 
closer to her, as the Ark of God.
 Indisputably, alone with Mary as Catholic implies the plain recognition that 
she is Christ’s Mother. If other religious affiliations honor her then why can’t Cath-
olics embrace our precious treasure? Truly several denominations and faiths (An-
glican, Evangelical, and Pentecostals, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddha, and even 
Pagans) benefit from Mary’s share of God’s love through Christ, her apparitions in-
cluded. Certainly, the uniquely-set-apart revelations of Mary have been a great assis-
tance for the cause of ecumenicism (i.e. unity of different Christian denominations), 
evangelization and inculturation. Mary’s apparitions are widespread through various 
cultures. And so, we are call to emulate Mary’s obedience to  nurture Christ’s min-
istry like the disciples: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing... 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matt 28:19-20).  Jesus and 
Mary illustrated this public aspect of this ministry during the wedding-feast at Cana. 
One of the motivations in which Jesus turned water into wine was out of Mary’s 
respect and love. Mary was thus wholly involved in the very first miracle of Christ. 
Hence, by drawing close to Mary, we can likewise involve Mary in our own miracles 
through her beloved Son, the victorious Christ. Alone with Mary is therefore a spe-
cial invitation to the mission of Christ.
 Alone with Mary is a goal worth pursing because it embraces the whole 
mission of Jesus. We must join Mary in her redemptive sacrificial love, which she 
accomplished through obedience and a purposeful vulnerability. Mary endures every 
suffering and deprivation as she escaped with her newborn Emmanuel from the hand 
of Herod to Egypt. At the foot of the cross, “Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
there whom he loved, he said to his mother, Woman, behold, your son” (John19: 26). 
Rightfully so, we are invited to emulate Mary’s zeal to plunge into the mission of 
Jesus. This is our greatest chance to share with others the uniqueness of Mary’s love 
on this Journey of Hope.

Dn. Anthony Kote-Witah, OFM Cap.

Marcellina's 
Book Club

The Great Lakes create 
a vast transportation network 
that supports a massive ship-
ping industry. In Sailing into 
History: Great Lakes Bulk 
Carriers of the Twentieth 
Century and the Crews Who 
Sailed Them, Frank Boles 

relates seamanship, cargo, competition, 
cooperation, technology, engineering, 
business, unions, government decisions, 
and international agreements in a story of 
unrivaled interest.

Dr. Boles has agreed to visit our book 
club this winter – before the shipping 
season opens. The date for his talk will 
be announced here. In the meantime, pick 
up a copy of his book and get a headstart 
in reading this important work which was 
one of this year’s twenty Notable Book 
Honorees by the State Library of Michigan.

Pray Every Day
         Could you be searching for a fresh new way to pray every day of the 
year? Daily Prayer 2019 is your guide to prayer that includes scrip-
ture, psalmody, a brief reflection, general intercessions, and a closing 
prayer. It is ideal for personal and family reflection upon the word of 
God. This also makes an excellent gift for seniors, newlyweds, or for 
a student away at college. These prayerbooks are now discounted to 
$8 each, which is a modest investment in someone’s spiritual forma-

tion. To pick up a copy of this year’s Daily Prayer 2019, stop in the back of church  
or call the rectory office at 822-2814.
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4:00 p.m. – Saturday – Celebrant:  Fr. Pelc     Lector: Cathy McPherson 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Beverly Bennert, Della Cimini, Elizabeth Puleo-Tague  

Altar Servers:  Julianna & Kiernan Tague
8:30 a.m. – Sunday – Celebrant:  Fr. Bede     Lector: Karlos Haynes 

Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Gatzke, Christopher Harrison, Joan Jackson, 
Maggie Jackson, Colleen Jogan, Steve Linne, Joellyn Valgoi 

Altar Servers:  Nicholas Kurta, Nathan Lipka

11:15 a.m. - Celebrant:  Fr. Pelc     Lector: Kurt Vatalaro 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Lupe Davila, Michele Hodges,  

Joseph Hugh, Janis Ramsey, Cristina Swiatkowski, Patty Yaden 
Altar Servers:  Shea Vatalaro, Austin Sisco

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized: Pat 
Blake, Karen Culver, Ann Sullivan Kay, 
Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, Jeanne 
Noto, David Schumacker, Matthew Elias, 
George Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Arthur 
Stoyshin, Anna Noto Billings, Vilma 
Rivers, Vilma Marone, Eileen O’Brien, 
Martha Luna, Dan Urbiel, Dina Engels, 
Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, Betty Greenia, 
Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, 
Darby O’Toole, Frank Gregory, Josephine 
DeCastris, Alex Billiu, Albina Checki,  
Gladys Bogos, Pat Mann and Lou Rondini

Your Envelope Speaks
. . . the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish  
requires a minimum of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, December 2, 2018
in envelopes we received ................ $9,220.00
in the loose collection                          $725.00
in electronic donations .................... $1,390.00
for a total of ....................................$11,335.00
Over budget for the week ............... $1,235.00
Number of envelopes mailed .................... 900
Number of envelopes used ........................ 168

The Feast of the Holy Family
December 29nd and December 30th 

“For behold, when the voice of your greet-
ing came to my ears, the babe in my womb 
leaped for joy.” (Luke 1:44)
 When you hear the scripture read-
ings and Gospel reading each Sunday, do 
you “leap for joy?” If not, don’t blame the 
lecturer or priest, rather look inside your-
self. Do you prepare for Mass each week 
or do you just show up and expect to be 
entertained? We are called to be active par-
ticipants, not passive by-standers.

Christian Financial
St. Ambrose Parish, through 

Christian Financial Credit Union, is 
equipped to make electronic transfers from 
your checking account or credit card on our 
website. Your checking account or credit 
card may be used to make a single dona-
tion; or you may set up automatic weekly, 
monthly or quarterly contributions on a 
schedule. Go to stambrosechurch.net for 
information on electronic giving.

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Opłatek
 Before sitting down to Christ-
mas Eve dinner, many families with 
roots in Poland and other Eastern 
European countries will take part in 
the opłatek tradition.  The sharing of 
this unleavened bread with another 
person is a time to tell each other,  
‘I love you, I care about you.’ These wa-
fers are sold through our parish, at our 
office or after mass in church. White wa-
fers are for the human members of the 
family; pets get the tinted ones.  If you 
cannot find Opłatek in stores, we have 
some here for you.

Scriptures for the 
Week of Christmas
 Monday, December 24 
 •   Is 62: 1-5
 •   Acts 13: 16-17, 22-25
 •   Mt 1: 1-25 or 1: 18-25
 Tuesday, December 25
 •   Is 52: 7-10
 •   Heb 1: 1-6
 •   Jn 1: 1-18 or 1: 1-5, 9-14
 Wednesday, December 26 
 •  Acts 6: 8-10; 7: 54-59
 •   Ps 31: 3-4, 6-8, 16-17
 •   Mt 10: 17-22
 Thursday, December  27   
 • 1 Jn 1: 1-4
 •   Ps 97: 1-2, 5-6, 11-12
 •   Jn 20: 1a, 2-8
 Friday, December 28
 •   1 Jn 1: 5-2: 2
 •   Ps 124: 2-5, 7b-8
 •   Mt 2: 13-18
  Saturday, December 29
 • 1 Jn 2: 3-11
 • Ps 96: 1-3, 5b-6
 • Lk 2: 22-35
 Sunday, December 30
 • Sir 3: 2-6, 12-14
 • Col 3: 12-21 or 3: 12-17
 • Lk 2: 41-52

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
Monday, December 24
The Vigil of the Nativity our Lord
 4:00 p.m. - Children’s Liturgy
 11:30 p.m. - Christmas Concert
 12:00 a.m. - Midnight Mass
Tuesday, December 25\
The Nativity of our Lord
 8:30 a.m.- Mass - For All People
    11:15 a.m. - Mass - For All People
Wednesday, December 26
St. Stephen, first martyr
 Office closed - no services
Thursday, December 27
St. John, apostle & evengelist
 8:30 a.m. - Mass - Fr. J.P. Wagner
Friday, December 28
The Holy Innocents, martyrs
  8:30 a.m.  - Mass - Sr. Joseph Helen Broutin
Saturday, December 29
St. Thomas Becket, bishop & martyr
 4:00 p.m. - Mass - For All People
Sunday, December 30
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
   8:30 a.m. - For All People
 11:15 a.m. - For All People

Vincentian Reflection
 Jesus was born during the night 
of the year when darkness is the longest.
The Savior of the world comes for the 
people in dark places. The real, lasting, 
and deep joy is that the Light shines there.
 Through your gift to the So-
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul, “Light” 
has shown, bringing real, lasting and 
deep joy to the hearts of the poor who 
live in dark places in our streets and 
neighborhood.



december 23, 2018- The Beehive 

THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 
Saturday, December 22, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, december 23, 2018 at  
8:30 a.m and 11:15 a.m.

VIGIL OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Monday, December 24, 2018,  

children'S liturgy at 4:00 p.m.

FEAST OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Tuesday, December 25, 2018 

midnight maSS at 12:00 a.m. 
Preceded by a Concert at 11:30 p.m.  

maSS on chriStmaS day at  
8:30 a.m. and at 11:15 a.m.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Saturday, December 29, 2018, maSS at 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 30, 2018, maSS at  
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

NEW YEAR’S EVE & DAY 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

Monday, December 31, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 1, 2019, maSS at 10:00 a.m. 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 5, 2019, maSS at 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 6, 2019, maSS at  
8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 12, 2019,  

maSS at 4:00 p.m. - confirmationS 
Sunday, January 13, 2019, maSS at  

8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

the 
Christmas Season

at
St. Ambrose

As We Wait in Joyful Hope...
 Mary and Joseph, the Shepherds, the Three Wise men 
– each approached the birth of our Savior with great hope, and 
rightfully so. Two thousand years later, we should feel that same 
sense of hopeful anticipation. This is why I am writing to you in a 
Season of Hope!
 ... But like many of you, I am tempted to discouragement 
in the face of the ongoing abuse crisis. I know that many of you 
also struggle with feelings of disillusionment at the sad fact that in 
too many cases the efforts of Church leaders to address the abuse 
crisis have been insufficient. And worse yet, we are confronted by 
reports of negligence on the part of bishops and others in Church 
leadership.
 As I left the November meetings of the National Confer-
ence of bishops in the United States, I was among many who were 
surprised and concerned that the Holy See instructed the bishops 
to delay the vote on our new abuse-related proposals. These pro-
posals are meant to improve the oversight of each of the diocese’s 
abuse policies, and more importantly – and I think necessarily – to 
establish a process to call all American bishops to greater account-
ablity. I had come with hope... now what?
 The Wise Men had set out with the great hope at the sight 
of the rising star, yet their journey seemed to come to an abrupt 
end at King Herod’s palace. The only reason for their journey was 
to pay homage to the newborn king, and there was no newborn 
king to be found. they had come with hope... now what? At that 
moment they were pointed onward to Bethlehem and as they set 
out in faith, the star reappeared to guide them. God had opened 
their eyes to a new path. 
 I commit to you that I, along with my brother bishops, 
will not abandon our unshakable resolve – with your prayerful 
support – to fix this mess, despite the disappointments we feel and 
the unexpected interruption to our timetables. We must not give up 
hope. A new start will lead the way. God will give us – His people 
– a new path. And, while words alone do not bring about healing, 
we can never stray from our promise to listen to, walk with and 
support victim-survivors – ever.
 We can take a further lesson from the Wise Men. Their 
gifts to the child Jesus were a harbinger for today’s traditions of 
gift-giving. During this holiday season, before we exchange gifts 
with one another, let us first reflect upon the life-giving gift God 
gave us two millennia ago – his only Son. That remarkable event 
transformed the world once, and it can do so again.
 Together, let us focus on the hope brought forth by the 
birth of the Christ Child. The Church which Christ founded, not 
unlike a newborn, will always need to be nurtured by all its mem-
bers. We go forward with great hope, keeping the Gospel foremost 
in our hearts, words and deeds, empowering all our individual and 
community initiatives of joyful, missionary discipleship.
 As the calendar moves forward, I want to extend my 
wishes to you for a happy and holy Christmas Season. Like the 
Wise Men, may we continue forward with hope, knowing that 
deeper encounter with Christ is possible for us all in the New Year.

Allen Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit


