


 Free tax counseling and preparation for taxpayers 
with moderate and low income is available from AARP Tax-
Aide from February 4th through April 12th. You do not need to 
be a member of AARP or a retiree to use this service.
 Call the toll-free number: 888-227-7669 or visit www.
aarp.org/taxaide  to locate an AARP Tax-Aide site near you.
 Here is a list of items to bring to an appointment:  
• Driver’s License and Social Security Card, Social Security 

cards for all dependents.
• Last year’s 2017 Federal & State returns.
• 2018 tax documents: W-2’s, Social Security, 1099-R Pen-

sions, IRA, annuities.
• 1099’s interest, dividend, miscellaneous, unemployment, 

sale of stocks – including purchase price, date purchased, 
and date sold.

• Property taxes – 2018 summer and winter statements with 
property taxable value.

• Home heating costs for 2018 listed on your Nov., Dec., or 
Jan. bill.

• A� ordable Health Care statement 1095-A (will be issued at 
the end of January).

• Itemized Returns: receipts and totals for medical, charities, 
paid 2018 property taxes, etc.

• Cancelled or voided check for direct deposit.





 � is week the parents of our faith formation students preparing for First 
Holy Communion gathered to pray together and to learn more about the Eucharist 
and the ways in which they can best help their children prepare to receive Christ for 
the � rst time.  Trying to decide what to present at this important meeting is di�  cult, 
because so much of our Catholic identity lies in the Eucharist.  Our opening prayer 
led us through a guided meditation in which we all met Jesus who broke bread with 
us and reminded us that no matter where we go he will always be there with us in 
the Eucharist.  In addition to an overview of the sacrament, we discussed how our 
families are the domestic church and the importance of the sacredness of the ordi-
nary.  We concluded our meeting together with a shared prayer for unconditional 
love and guidance.
  � is year, the students spend a lot of time learning about both Reconcili-
ation and the Eucharist. Guided by their faithful catechists Victoria Hugh, Melissa 
Keagle, and Kim Truza, they will come to know about the sacramental origins in 
the Scriptures. � ey will come to understand what it means when we say that Jesus 
Christ is “substantially” present in the Eucharist. � ey will come to understand how 
the Mass prepares us to receive this gi�  of love. � ey will come to understand the 
consequences of this love in their family, their community, and their friendships.  
We are preparing the students to preach the Good News that God is love, that God’s 
love dwells among us, that God’s love calls us to become this love for one another. 
 Last Sunday February 3rd these students preparing for their First Eucharist 
were called by name to willingly stand before the parish congregation and profess 
their desire to prepare for and to receive the Eucharist.  � e students also received 
a special blessing from Fr. Tim.  � is liturgy recognized the students’ sacramental 
preparation by including that ritual at a pairsh Mass so that the children might 
become comfortable coming up in front of the community.  Such a ritualization 
helps children see the altar as the family table that we are all called to gather around. 
In a very concrete way, they can see the link between worship and formation in 
faith.  Preparing to receive First Communion is about so much more than classes or 
books.
 On the day that their parents had them baptized, they took the � rst step 
to having their child initiated into the Body of Christ – the universal Church. � e 
Sacraments of Eucharist and Con� rmation complete that initiation into the Body 
of Christ.  Nowhere is the fullness of the Body of Christ more evident than in the 
celebration of Sunday Mass as a parish community.  A child’s First Communion is 
another step toward completing that full initiation into the life of the faith com-
munity.  � us, it is a parish celebration.  In fact, all Sacraments are celebrations of 
the whole parish.  � e parish is welcoming these young people to the Table of the 
Lord.  On the day of their First Eucharist (Holy � ursday Liturgy April 18, 2019) 
these children will be welcomed to join the St. Ambrose parish community – and 
the universal Church – at the Lord’s Table.
 As First Communion is a parish celebration, we invite the parish to pray for 
all of the children who are preparing to receive the Eucharist.  Special bookmarks 
are in the back or church for anyone willing to take one home as a reminder to pray 
for one of our program’s students. � rough the wonder and awe of these students, 
our entire parish will learn again what it means to taste and see the goodness of the 
Lord dwelling among us.  If we open our eyes to witness them in their preparation, 
we, too, can be converted, evangelized, and transformed.  � ese children are gi� s to 
their families, to our parish, to the entire Church, to the whole world.
 May God continue to bless the sacramental journey of our � rst communi-
cants: Andrew Adlhoch, Freya Austin, Olivia Boggs, � erese Carron, Adelyn Chris-
tian, Cala Coyro, Luna Coyro, Gianna Decker, Oscar Dritsan, Nathan Grech, Adler 
Hanneman, Cecily Hartung, Louisa Justin, Sam Krupp, Julia Kuhl, Evelyn McLean, 
Jacob Mitchell, Bebe Noecker, Lillian Novack, Estella Raether, Ben Ryan, Pablo San 
Miguel – Gil, Lucan Tague, Piper Truza, Daniel Utley, Emily Vassel, Anna Lia Wei-
denbach, and Liam Weidenbach.  







 


