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 “Going to church,” makes a statement. These reasons are very important 
and, when considered prayerfully, may give us a new attitude and new motivation to 
anticipate the journey.
	 First,	we	begin	by	suggesting	that,	if	we	are	resigned	or	indifferent	to	going	
to church, it’s because our world is too small. It’s all about I am going to church, my 
effort,	my car, my	traffic,	my envelope, or my piety. For those who measure life by their 
own feelings, the attitude is that “they should be glad I’m there at all,” as though they 
were invited to a party and are doing the host a favor by showing up. For them, it’s 
a	personal,	optional	choice.	The	old	defining	Catholic	truisms	of	the	Mystical	Body	
of	Christ	and	the	Communion	of	Saints	have	faded	in	an	era	of	individualism	and	no	
longer have any bearing. The gospel parables of being urgently invited to the banquet 
have lost their force.
	 But	going	to	church	should	not	be	a	personal	option.	Going	to	church	should	
be a communal imperative to answer God’s living summons. We are not alone. Going 
to	church	is	an	affirmation	of	our	“Catholic-ness,”	that	we	are	one	Body	in	Christ	and	
that	our	“I”	supports	and	is	part	of	the	“we.”	Going	to	church	is	a	global	affair.	Our	
church-going,	getting	ready	for	church,	and	getting	there	and	staying	there	is	not	a	bit	
of personal piety. These are actions that put us in solidarity with countless others whom 
that very day will answer the same summons. As Richard Rohr puts it, the Eucharist 

is an invitation to socially experience 
the shared presence of God.
 It’s not an exaggeration to 
say that, in a very real sense, the 
Church	comes	into	existence	in	these	
worldwide assemblies. Going to 
church is about giving over part of 
myself to all other believers with the 
conviction, as someone expressed it, 
that	“my	presence	on	Sunday	is	nec-
essary	 for	 the	Church’s	mission.”	 It	
underscores	 our	 belief	 in	 the	 Com-
munion	 of	 Saints	 and	 the	 value	 of	
community – what it means to be-
long	to	the	Catholic	Church.

The Competitions
 The second way that go-
ing to church makes a statement is 
kicked	 off	 by	 this	 question:	 What	
happens when Walmart moves into 
the	neighborhood?	Within	a	20-mile	
radius,	all	of	the	small	Mom	and	Pop	
stores that can’t underprice the “big 
box” go broke and disappear. The 
gain	 is	 lots	 of	 stuff	 bought	 cheaply	
from anonymous strangers at one 
humongous site to which you bring 
your car and search for a parking 
place. The loss is community. The 
loss is interacting with people you 
know and trust, and neighborhoods 
where	you	could	walk.	So,	Mom	and	
Pop	get	in	the	car	and	now	work	for	
the	Big	Store	while	their	children	are	
looking like everybody else.
	 The	 post-World	 War	 II	 GI	
bill	 allowed	 Catholics,	 for	 the	 first	
time, to enter secular colleges and 
move into the professional main-
stream; as the glue of the neighbor-
hood became unstuck, everyone es-
caped to suburbia. In the melting pot 
of	suburbia,	Catholic	 identity	began	

Mass Matters

continued on page 2

 The following is an excerpt from the new book, Mass Matters by Fr. William 
Bausch.  He posits that it will take decades for the Church to recover from the eco-
nomic and moral costs of its current crisis.  His premise is that the source of change 
is the liturgy – the concomitant imperative of the formation of intentional Catholics 
determined to reclaim their Church.  Mass Matters is available from book sellers.  
Contact www.clearfaithpublishing.com
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to unravel. The grandchildren of the European immigrants 
were homogenized into secular “Americans” who no longer 
spoke	the	language,	kept	the	customs,	or	went	to	church.	Cor-
porate capitalism, education, upward mobility, and, in our 
time,	the	total	ubiquity	and	flattening	process	of	the	media,	
the internet, communication via the gadget, and the triumph 
of secularism have produced a population of identical brand 
name consumers.
	 The	long-term	result	is	that	Catholics	are	not	indis-
tinguishable from their fellow citizens in terms of ethical val-
ues, social mores, and cultural tastes. They divorce, abort, 
practice contraception, vote, and consume like everyone else. 
Many,	especially	the	educated,	are	too	embarrassed	to	have	
a	crucifix	in	their	bedrooms	or	holy	water	fonts	in	the	chil-
dren’s	rooms,	wear	religious	medals,	eat	fish	on	Friday	or	hot	
cross buns for Lent, or even go to church. They no longer 
make	a	statement	different	from	all	others.
 Well, I may have overdone this description to some 
degree,	but	there	is	no	doubt	that,	in	general,	Catholics	are	no	
longer	an	identifiable	cohort;	they	now	live	in	a	thoroughly	
secular environment. Therefore, it is imperative that you un-
derstand	when	you	do	“keep	 the	Sabbath”	you	are	making	
a countercultural statement. It is an old strategy and an old 
defiance.
	 The	Sabbath	or	Sunday	concept	as	‘making	a	stand’	
goes back to our Hebrew forbearers. As resident slaves when 
they	were	in	captivity	in	Babylon,	they	were	daily	corralled	
into the wretched routines and indignities as less than hu-
man moving parts of an oppressive society. Finally, they re-
belled. In accordance with the covenant, they wanted, they 
declared, one day without work to worship their God. Their 
captors	 scoffed	 and	doubled	 their	 chores	 and	punishments,	
hut	the	Hebrews	persisted.	They	held	a	sit-down	strike	and	
would	not	move.	Ultimately,	the	Babylonians,	realizing	that	
no working slaves meant economic collapse, gave in and let 
them	have	their	Sabbath.	When	asked	why	they	needed	one	
day of rest, the Hebrews answered, “To remind ourselves that 
we are more than workers.”
	 Jews,	Muslims,	 and	 Christians	 have	 variously	 ad-
opted	Friday,	Saturday	and	Sunday	as	a	time	of	worship,	re-
laxation,	contemplation,	and	for	the	enjoyment	of	Creation’s	
wonders.

More Than
 In today’s jargon, our forebearers were making a 
statement:	 “We	are	more	 than	workers.”	Yes,	we	 are	more	
than. How desperately we need to embrace that truth! That 
phrase	 should	be	 the	first	 thing	we	 say	when	we	wake	up.	
It should be enshrined in our hearts and placed over the en-
trance of every church. We are more than. That’s why we’re 
here	in	church:	to	affirm	this	truth.

 In today’s society, that means a great deal; further-
more, if you will, it’s our contribution to evangelization. Al-
though going to church may be routine, you should consider 
that	you	are	making	that	defining	statement:	“I	do	not	live	by	
bread alone, even if my lifestyle sometimes betrays me.” All 
day	long	we	are	identified	and	evaluated	by	where	we	live,	
what we do, how we dress, look, smell, perform and produce. 
Going to church is our statement that shouts, “We are more 
than these things.” In short, going to church is a statement 
that “it’s not all about me, but about us and who we are.”
 Do we think of any of these things when we come 
to church? Hardly! We’re worried about the pot roast in the 
oven	 or	who	 has	Mass	 today.	 Still,	 it’s	 an	 awareness	 that,	
now and then, needs to be raised. We are here because we 
are	“more	than.”	Maybe	going	to	church	is	the	only	time	and	
place where we can state this truth so publicly.

Thinking Globally
 Finally, may I add this unique imperative? Every 
Sunday	 the	Catholic	 (universal)	Church	 all	 over	 the	world	
gathers her children to the Eucharist. The people of the conti-
nents, the islands, and earth’s four corners respond. The high 
and mighty the lowly and powerless, the rich and poor, the 
inhabitants of the cities and slums, the well and the sick, the 
unbelievers and the searchers, the peaceful and the troubled, 
and the free and the persecuted all answer the call. Here we 
pause to consider that we need to remember this last catego-
ry.	The	 people	 of	Yemen,	Egypt,	Nigeria,	 Syria,	 and	 other	
places go to church with deep apprehension and terrible fears 
of murderous attacks on their mind because it’s happened 
so often before. They have lost family, friends, and clergy. 
There	are	too	many	routine	headlines	like,	“ISIS	claims	re-
sponsibility	for	the	killing	of	45	(33,	78	and	the	numbers	get	
higher	and	higher)	at	this	or	that	Christian	church.
 These people worship, if possible, in a church, but 
for some the worship takes place in secretly designated 
homes,	farmhouses,	hidden	cellars,	or	camouflaged	hideouts.	
Those in the prisons of the world await one special fellow 
prisoner who has managed to scrounge a piece of bread and 
a bit of wine and then sneaks it into the squalor of their cells 
where	he	celebrates	Mass	with	them.	All	over	the	globe	on	
any	 given	 Sunday	millions	 of	 us,	we	 the	Church	 of	 every	
incarnation, answer that summons to renew the face of the 
earth. It would behoove us in our ordinary casual routine of 
getting	to	Mass	to	remember	our	brothers	and	sisters	world-
wide for whom it costs so much. Going to church is a state-
ment that also says we are in solidarity with the persecuted 
Church.
Front page photo: Interior of the Shrine of St. Anthony in Sri 
Lanka that was bombed during Easter Sunday Mass, 2019.
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All
ThingsConsidered

 The song that we opened mass 
with this weekend, Table of Plenty is a 
good reminder for our annual dinner for 
about	100	low	income	adults	at	 the	St.	
Patrick’s	Senior	Center	which	will	take	
place	on	Saturday,	June	29th. 
	 While	 the	 Cass	 Corridor	 is	
quickly	becoming	gentrified,	there	are	a	
number	of	fixed-income	 residents	who	
still depend on these meals – not only 
for their sustenance, but also for com-
panionship. We’ve “got plenty,” like the 
people in today’s gospel discovered in 
the	multiplication	of	the	five	loaves	and	
two	 fish.	We	 need	 to	 get	 better	 at	 the	
distribution of what “we got” with those 
who “ain’t got so much.”
	 Our	 hosting	 this	 meal	 falls	 a	
little later in the year than we usually en-
gage	in	this	effort.	But	honestly,	hunger	
knows no particular time of year. There 
is a sign up sheet for those who want 
to help. If you and/or your family can 
give some time, you would be greatly 
rewarded by a group of grateful seniors. 
Serving	food,	cleaning	up	and	just	being	
there conversing with folk is the order 
of	the	day.	Shared	transportation	will	be	
offered.	Call	(313)	822-2814.	
  XXX

 Last year’s Kayaking the Ca-
nals of St. Ambrose	outing	was	a	sell-
out.	So	this	year,	we’ve	added	an	extra	
date,	effectively	doubling	our	capacity.	
So	you	can	pick	from	either	an	August	
3rd or 10th excursion date. I would not 
wait too long to secure your reserva-
tions. We’re limited to the equipment 
and number of guides that Detroit River 
Sports	can	provide.	If	you	want	a	double	
Kayak, it’s best to get your request in 
early. And remember that the excursion 
does include some venturing into the 
Detroit River, so this may not be suited 
for young children.

	 This	 year,	 we’re	 changing-up	
the lunch which follows. Chef Reva 
Constantine, who made such a hit at 
this year’s Lenten Dinners, will be pro-
viding	the	food.	Participants	are	free	to	
stay for lunch – or you can just come 
for the lunch if you’re not the kayaking 
type.
 And this is a Super Saturday 
event, which means that it is planned 
with	Mass	in	mind.	Part	of	our	objective	
is to demonstrate that you can have fun 
on	a	Saturday	and	still	work	celebrating	
the Eucharist into the day’s schedule.

  XXX

	 This	 year’s	 Catholic	 Services	
Appeal is doing exceptionally well 
here	 at	 St.	 Ambrose.	 We’ve	 satisfied	
the quota set for us by our Archdiocese. 
Now	everything	we	collect	comes	back	
to our parish at 100%. That means, ex-
empt	from	the	usual	7%	tax	imposed	on	
other donations that come to us as gifts 
or in the collection. The only other time 
this “bonus” comes our way is with the 
Christmas	Collection.	

Concluded on page 4...

 There are big changes ahead for Detroit and the area immediately 
surrounding St. Ambrose Parish. Author and parishioner John Gallagher 
will be with us to bring us up to speed on three important development 
projects that will change the face of this part of town. This session will be 
held TODAY, Sunday, June 23rd from 9:45 until 11 a.m. in the ARK 

Jefferson /Chalmers : A Strategic Neighborhood
	 A	new	development	with	a	grocery	store	and	affordable	housing	is	ex-
pected	to	anchor	a	revamped	Jefferson	Avenue	in	east	Detroit.	The	project	is	a	
part	of	the	Strategic	Neighborhood	Fund,	a	city	of	Detroit	initiative	seeking	to	
reinvigorate	areas	in	the	city	outside	downtown	and	Midtown	with	the	help	of	
philanthropic	dollars.	 Jefferson-Chalmers	 is	one	of	 seven	neighborhoods	 the	
city	is	targeting	to	attract	investment.	Plans	presented	to	residents	seek	to	attract	
investment	to	return	East	Jefferson	to	the	walkable,	thriving	retail	corridor	it	
once was. 
The Transfiguration of Mack Avenue
	 On	Mack	between	Connor	and	Cadieux,	approximately	41	percent	of	
the	lots	are	vacant.	While	the	majority	of	those	vacant	lots	are	between	Connor	
and	Alter,	there	are	still	many	empty	on	the	south	side	of	Mack	in	Grosse	Pointe	
Park.	The	Eastside	Community	Network	has	stepped	up	to	try	to	stymie	dis-
investment and redevelop the area. To	further	reinvest,	ECN	hired	VENTRA	
Group and Hamilton Anderson Associates to develop a strategy to improve 
Mack	Avenue	from	Connor	to	Cadieux.
Keeping our foot on the Gas
	 Detroit	will	get	a	Jeep	factory,	the	Motor	City’s	first	new	auto	assembly	
plant in a generation, as part of a $4.5 billion manufacturing expansion in south-
east	Michigan	by	Fiat	Chrysler	that	will	mean	nearly	6,500	new	jobs.	FCA	said	
it	would	convert	the	Mack	Avenue	Engine	factory	to	an	assembly	plant	for	the	
next-generation	Jeep	Grand	Cherokee	and	a	new,	large	Jeep	SUV.

Motor City Makeover
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Sunday,	 May	 5th	 at	 2:30	 PM:	 Join	
“Widowed Friends” as we celebrate a 
Mass	 for	 widows	 &	 widowers	 at	 St.	
Malachy	Church,	14115	Fourteen	Mile	
Rd,	 Sterling	 Heights,	 48312	 (east	 of	
Schoenherr).	 Refreshments	 &	 fellow-
ship	follow	in	the	Social	Hall.	Contact	
Sandy	@	586-991-7374	for	details.

Kelly Woolums

Faith Formation Station
 It	is	my	pleasure	to	share	with	you	the	first	clustering	of	prayers	written	by	
our	religious	education	classes	reflecting	on	all	they	learned	and	celebrated	this	past	
year.		Please	keep	these	students,	their	families,	and	their	catechists	in	your	prayers	
this summer.  Enjoy!

GRADE 2: Mrs. Keagle’s class 
	 Dear	God,	thank	you	for	all	we	have	learned	about…Caring	for	the	Earth	•	
Our	First	Communion	•	The	Eucharist	and	celebration	•	Forgiveness	•	Keeping	others	
safe	•	Jesus	and	God	•	Being	kind	•	Different	cultures	•	Going	forth	to	make	a	better	
world	•	and	Caring	for	ourselves	and	other	people.

GRADE 3 – Mrs. Baer’s class
Dear God, 
•	Thank	you	for	all	we	have	learned	about	Jesus,	the	Son	of	God,	his	sacrifices	and	

the resurrection.
•	Thank	you	for	all	we	have	learned	about	the	Apostles,	the	beginning	of	the	Church,	
and	Christianity.

•	Thank	you	 for	giving	us	 the	 seven	Sacraments	and	 the	 freedom	 to	practice	our	
religion.

•	Thank you for catechism teachers and nice buildings for religious education.
•	Thank you God for teaching us about love and giving us our loving families.

GRADE 4: Mr. Ruttinger’s class
Dear God, Thank you for all we have learned about ….
•	The	10	Commandments	and	how	they	guide	us	to	follow	in	Jesus’	footsteps.
•	Many	different	symbols	and	what	they	mean.
•	Stories	of	God,	Jesus	and	the	Holy	Spirit.
•	The	Liturgical	Year	–	Lent,	Triduum	Easter,	Ordinary	Time,	Advent	and	Christmas.
•	Palms,	Palm	Sunday	and	the	washing	of	feet.
•	Letters	to	Pope	Francis	by	children	from	around	the	world	and	his	letters	back.
•	Christianity,	prayers	and	the	lives	of	many	saints.
•	Baptism	and	the	seven	Sacraments.
•	How to be good friends.
Lord God, this class has shared many things this year.  We are linked by common 
tasks, experiences, and time together.  Lord, bless each of us.  Keep each of us in your 
care during the summer and throughout our lives.  Guide our steps and strengthen our 
hearts	until	we	gather	once	again	in	your	kingdom.		We	ask	this	through	Christ	our	
Lord.  Amen.

GRADE 5: Mr. & Mrs. Mele
Dear God, 
•	Thank	you	for	all	we	have	learned	about	being	young	involved	Christians	this	year.	
•	Thank	you	for	our	lessons	on	the	Seven	Sacraments,	forgiveness,	healing,	charity,	

and works of mercy and compassion.  
•	Thank you for the many lessons we learned from our understanding of the Holy 
Bible.		

•	Help us to practice these valuable lessons in our daily lives. 

REGISTRATION for 2019-2020: A registration letter went out to all of the fami-
lies who were registered this past year in religious education.  Online registra-
tion is open with a special discount opportunity for families who register by July 
1, 2019.  If you or someone you know is interested in newly registering for our 
program, please call the office.  

 We experienced more than a 
few	 under-budget	 envelope	 collections	
this year. As a matter of fact, out of the 
24	Saturday/Sundays	so	far	in	2019,	we	
hit budget only on a half dozen of them. 
That shortfall has to come from some-
where.	A	 contribution	 to	 the	CSA	will	
help. If you are not already a regular 
CSA	donor,	please	consider	an	entrance	
level gift of $100 paid all at once, or in 
ten monthly installments. We’ll be shut-
ting	 down	 this	 year’s	 CSA	 at	 the	 end	
of this month, so if you can – try to get 
your	gift	in	by	next	weekend.	Materials	
are in the pews.
	 My	gratitude	to	everyone	in	the	
parish who participated in this year’s 
CSA.	Yes,	 there	 were	 three	 extraordi-
narily large donors, but the bulk of the 
effort	 came	 from	 parishioners	 making	
modest	contributions	for	the	cause.	Not	
equal	gifts,	but	equal	sacrifice.

Sacred Heart Seminary
	 On	 June	 8th, Archbishop Al-
len	 Vigneron	 ordained	 three	 men	 to	
the priesthood for the Archdiocese of 
Detroit	 at	 the	 Cathedral	 of	 the	 Most	
Blessed	Sacrament.
	 Fathers	John	McKenzie,	Adam	
Nowak,	and	Derik	Peterman	studied	to	
become	our	 shepherds	at	Sacred	Heart	
Major	 Seminary,	 which	 is	 the	 college	
and graduate seminary of the Archdio-
cese	of	Detroit.	Your	gifts	to	the	Catho-
lic	Services	Appeal	support	seminarians	
as they prepare for the priesthood, as 
well as men in the permanent diaconate 
program.
	 Sacred	 Heart’s	 student	 body	
also includes seminarians studying 
for the priesthood for other dioceses 
throughout the country and world, and 
religious orders. Lay women and men 
earn graduate and undergraduate de-
grees and diplomas in religious studies 
at the seminary to serve in parish minis-
try throughout the Archdiocese.
 For more information about 
Sacred	Heart	Major	Seminary,	or	other	
CSA-funded	 programs,	ministries,	 and	
services, please go to aod.org.

TRP
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
  Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
       Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
       Sunday - 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Number of Families ............................  900 
Returns in 2018  ............................ 262
Returns to date  ............................. 197
Average Gift ('18)..........................$463
Quota for the Archdiocese .......$85,267
Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000
Parish ’19 Target ....................$137,267
Received as of 6/18/2019......... $114,855
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CSA 
Box Scores

• The 38th Annual Catholic Services 
Appeal is now wrapping up.  Remember 
that now our quota for the Archdiocese 
is met, all gifts to the CSA are returned 
to the parish and are exempt from the 
regular 7% Archdiocesan tax.

• It’s a great time to help your parish.  All 
overages go to paying our property and 
liability insurances.

Fr. Kote-Witah on his post-ordination journey
	 The	Ogoni	people	call	for	justice	because	of	the	damage	of	their	environ-
mental	heritage.	In	1990,	the	Ogoni	people	formed	the	Movement	for	the	Survival	
of	the	Ogoni	People	(MOSOP)	under	the	leadership	of	a	renowned	environmen-
talist, Ken Saro-Wiwa.  He	sought	 to	draw	 the	attention	of	 the	Nigerian	Gov-
ernment,	Royal	Dutch	Shell	Oil	Company,	 and	 the	 International	 community	 to	
oil	exploration,	spillages,	leaks	&	slicks	in	their	area.	But,	Ken	and	many	others	
sacrificed	their	lives.		He	was	executed	by	hanging.		Ken	wrote,	“I	tell	you	this,	I	
may be dead but my ideas will not die!”
	 The	United	Nations	Environmental	Program	(UNEP)	conducted	a	scien-
tific	environmental	assessment.	The	UNEP	report	showed,	“oil	contamination	in	
Ogoniland	is	widespread	and	severely	impacting	many	components	of	the	Ogoni	
environment.	The	Ogoni	people	live	with	this	pollution	every	minute	of	the	day,	
365	days	a	year.”	Many	consume	benzene	water	over	900	times	the	World	Health	
Organization	(WHO)	safe	level	guideline.	The	report	also	asserted	that	it	would	
take	upward	of	30	years	and	an	initial	capital	injection	of	$1	billion	for	the	cleaning	
of	the	Ogoni	environment	and	ecosystem.	
	 In	2016	 the	Buhari	Administration	 launched	 the	clean-up	of	Ogoniland	
and	commissioned	the	Hydrocarbon	Pollution	Restoration	Project	(HYPREP)	as	
its	pivotal	agency	in	charge	of	the	project.	But	there	is	little	to	show	for	it.	
	 The	Ogoni	position	is	that	the	Nigerian	Government	and	Royal	Shell	Oil	
Company	should	apply	the	same	standard	of	methods	applicable	to	oil	cleaning	
and remediation in the western world.  Hiring a consortium of international oil spill 
remediation	firms	with	knowledge	of	environmental	remediation,	ecosystems,	and	
wetlands	–	under	the	supervision	of	the	(UNEP)	–	would	be	the	best	remedy.	
	 In	 the	midst	 of	 this	 clean-up	muddle,	 on	March	 1,	 2019,	Abba	Kyari,	
the	Chief	 of	 Staff	 to	President	Muhammadu	Buhari,	 released	 a	memo	 transfer-
ring	operatorship	of	Shell	Oil	assets	to	the	Nigerian	National	Petroleum	Company	
(NNPC),	and	Nigerian	National	Development	Company	(NNDC).	The	memo	was	
a	revocation	of	the	operating	licenses	of	Shell	Oil	in	Ogoniland,	transferring	such	
to	the	Nigerian	National	Petroleum	Corporation,	NNPC	and	its	upstream	subsid-
iary	the	Nigerian	Petroleum	Development	Company,	NNDC.	The	decision	has	fu-
eled	so	much	insecurity	and	bloodshed.	The	Ogonis	are	well	aware	that	the	Nige-
rian	government	and	Shell	are	culpable.	
 The rising death toll, the miscarriages, migraines, cancer, diarrhea, and 
the	increasing	carcinogens/toxins	in	water	and	food	chains	is	concerning.	Vegeta-
tion	has	been	the	primary	source	of	Ogoni	medicine.	However,	now	that	the	entire	
ecosystem	has	been	destroyed	by	Shell,	to	whom	shall	they	turn?
	 The	Ogoni	people	are	now	demanding	a	Social	Impact	Assessment	and	
Biometrics	Studies	in	Ogoniland.	This	study	would	reveal	the	impact	or	effects	of	
toxic chemicals in the human body. The biometrics monitoring would enable the 
measurement of the presence and concentration of chemical compounds or their 
metabolic products in human bio specimens.
	 Now	we	ought	not	to	be	at	peace	over	this	critical	issue	such	as	Ogoni’s	
lamentation. I earnestly plead and invite the world not to ignore the rapid slow 
death	of	the	Ogoni	ethnic	nationality.	The	Nigerian	Government	and	Royal	Dutch	
Shell	Oil	Company	are	poised	to	displace	the	Ogoni	people	by	whatever	means	
necessary to be able to harness the oil resources endowed in the area. 
	 Understand	that	Ogonis	are	not	against	oil	exploration,	but	they	have	in-
sisted	that	their	demands	in	the	Ogoni	Bill	of	Rights	(OBR);	the	exoneration	of	
their	leaders	murdered	in	the	1990s;	the	cleanup	of	the	contaminated	environment	
&	ecosystem;	and	a	social	and	biometric	assessment	of	the	Ogoni	people	and	en-
vironment are required remedies before oil exploration and production be allowed 
to resume in their area. 

Fr.	Anthony	Kote-Witah,	OFM,	Cap.
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Our Sick
 Please	 pray	 for	 those	 who	 are	
seriously	 ill	 or	 who	 are	 hospitalized:	 Pat	
Blake,	 Karen	 Culver,	 Ann	 Sullivan	 Kay,	
Donald	Miriani,	Bonnie	McKenna,	Jeanne	
Noto,	David	Schumacker,	Matthew	Elias,	
George	 Bucec,	 Emilie	 Kasper,	 Darby	
O’Toole,	Anna	Noto	Billings,	Vilma	Rivers,	
Vilma	 Marone,	 Eileen	 O’Brien,	 Martha	
Luna, Dina Engels, Liz Linne, Donna 
Barnes,	Betty	Greenia,	Alexandra	Cullen,	
Charmaine	 Kaptur,	 Frank	 Gregory,	 Alex	
Billiu,	 Gladys	 Bogos,	 Wayne	 Wallrich,	
Lupe	Davila	and	Fr.	Phil	Naessens.

Your Envelope Speaks
. . . the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish  
requires a minimum of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, June 16, 2019
in envelopes we received ................ $8,632.00
in	the	loose	collection																										$783.00
in other donations ............................ $1,390.00
for a total of ................................... $10,805.00
Amazingly over budget for the week by  ........     $705.00
Number	of	envelopes	mailed .................... 900
Number	of	envelopes	used ........................ 145

“They all ate and were satisfied. And when 
the leftover fragments were picked up, they 
filled twelve wicker baskets.” (Luke 9:17)

 The story of the Loaves and 
Fishes shows us that when we share what 
we have, even if it doesn’t seem like that 
much, miracles can happen! Do not think 
that your gift is too small or insignificant! 
God blesses all the gifts we offer and makes 
them wondrous. 

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Scriptures for the 12th

Week in Ordinary Time
 Monday, June 24 
	 •			 Is	49:	1-6
	 •			 Acts	13:	22-26
	 •			 Lk	1:	57-66,	80
 Tuesday, June 25
 •			 Gn	13:	2,	5-18
	 •			 Ps	15:	2-5
	 •			 Mt	7:	6,	12-14
 Wednesday, June 26 
	 •		 Gn	15:	1-12,	17-18
	 •			 Ps	105:	104,	6-9
		 •			 Mt	7:	15-20
 Thursday, June 27
	 •	 Gn	16:	1-12,	15-16	
	 	 or	16:	6b-12,	15-16
	 •			 Ps	106:	1b-5
	 •			 Mt	7:21-29
 Friday, Jnee 28
 •			 Ez	34:	11-15
	 •			 Rom	5:	5b-11
	 •			 Lk	15:	3-7
  Saturday, June 29
 •	 Acts	12:	1-11
	 •	 2	Tm	4:	6-8,	17-18
	 •				Mt	16:	13-19
 Sunday, June 30
 •	 1	Kgs	19:	16b,	19-21
	 •	 Gal	5:	1,	13-18
	 •	 Lk	9:	51-62

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
Monday, June 24
Nativity of St. John the Baptist
 8:30	a.m.	-	Morning	Prayer
Tuesday, June 25
 8:30	a.m.-	Mass	-	Bernard	&	Mamie	Segner
	 	 	 				Tawn	DeBets
Wednesday, June 26
	 8:30	a.m.	-	Morning	prayer
	 5:00	p.m.				Wedding	-	Rachel	Peters	&
	 	 	 											Kyle	Bonkowski
Thursday, June 27
St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop & Doctor
 8:30	a.m.	-	Mass	-		Joni	Martin	Family
Friday, June 28
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
		 8:30	a.m.	-	John	&	Catherine	Guinn;
	 Felix	Checki;
Saturday, June 29
Sts. Peter & Paul, apostles
 4:00	p.m.	-	Mass	-	For	All	People
Sunday, June 30
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
   8:30	a.m.	-	Mass	For	All	People
	 11:15	a.m.	-	Mass	For	All	People

4:00 p.m. - Celebrant:  Bp. Gumbleton     Lector: Mary Urbanski
Eucharistic Ministers: Karen McShane, Elizabeth Puleo-Tague

Altar Servers: Julianna & Kiernan Tague  
8:30 a.m. – Sunday – Celebrant:  Fr. Bede    Lector: Bob Gatzke 

Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Drummond, Colleen Gatzke, Christopher Harrison,  
Bob Jogan, Steve Linne, Joellyn Valgoi 

Altar Servers: Nicholas, Margaret, & Meredith Kramer

11:15 a.m. - Celebrant:  Fr. Pelc    Lector: Roger Playwin 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Anne Billiu, Michele Hodges, Joe Hugh,  

Pat & michael Moceri, Sue Playwin, Darryl Swiatkowski 
Altar Server:  Liam O’Byrne

 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 29thand June 30th

Our Dead
	 On	May	13th,	 a	 Funeral	Mass	
was	offered	for	the	repose	of	the	soul	of	
Thaddeus J. Kotula	(75).	Ted	died	on	
May	7th following a long illness.
 Ted was born in Detroit to 
Thomas and Julia Kotula. Ted was the 
beloved husband of Katherine, lov-
ing	 father	 to	 Paul	 (Jennifer)	 Kotula,	
Veronica	 (David)	Reardon,	and	Kevin	
(Christine)	DuFoor.		He	was	the	broth-
er	of	Thomas	 (Connie)	Kotula.	Seven	
grandchildren survive him.
	 Ted	was	a	Captain	 in	 the	De-
troit	Fire	Department	–	retiring	in	1996	
after	29	years	of	service.		He	received	
many commendations for bravery and 
other	life-saving	efforts	while	working	
for	the	Department.	The	Grosse	Pointe	
Park	 Public	 Service	 Department	 hon-
ored him with a silent hook and ladder 
tribute while the funeral mass was tak-
ing	 place.	 Burial	 was	 at	 Resurrection	
Cemetery	in	Clinton	Township.	

Vincentian Reflection
 Today we celebrate the gift of 
the	Body	and	Blood	of	Christ.	We	hear	
Jesus ask his disciples, “Why do you 
not give them something to eat your-
selves?” And he shows them how by 
the	multiplication	of	the	five	loaves	and	
two	fishes.
	 Today,	as	you	donate	to	the	So-
ciety	of	St.	Vincent	de	Paul,	know	that	
the multiplication of the loaves and 
fishes	will	happen	again	and	the	hungry	
will be fed.
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A Summer Super Saturday event!

Not many parishes enjoy waterways like  
St. Ambrose. Join us for a guided 2-hour 

Kayak Canal tour this August!

Paddle out to the Detroit River,  
around Grayhaven Island, past the  

Fisher Mansion and by the waterfront 
residences of Jefferson Chalmers . 

This tour is great for beginners  
and experienced kayakers alike. 

The Saturday August 3rd or the 10th  
Launch is @ 12:00 pm

$45 per kayaker - 
$20.00 post excursion meal catered by  
award-winning Chef Reva Constantine  
of the Great Lakes Culinary Center.

4 p.m. Mass back at the parish

This private tour is professionally 
conducted by Detroit River Sports.  

Kayak and safety equipment provided. 

stambrose@comcast.net  
or 313-822-2814

CYO Summer Camp
	 Families	 who	 cannot	 afford	
expensive summer camps for their 
children should be looking at this great 
camp along the shores of a great lake. 
The	 Catholic	 Youth	 Organization	 for	
the	Archdiocese	of	Detroit	(cyocamps.
org)	offers	a	 traditional	 summer	camp	
opportunity for kids and families with 
an	infusion	of	the	Catholic	faith	along	
the	shores	of	magnificent	Lake	Huron.	
 This summer’s theme is ‘Be 
His Light,’ and through programs and 
events, campers will learn how to be a 
light	in	the	world	for	Jesus	Christ	and	
how faith impacts their lives, their re-
lationship with God, and each other. 
CYO	camps	are	centered	on	character	
development and virtues, which are 
naturally supported by the atmosphere 
of camp. 
 The adult counselors and lead-
ers are good role models who help 
teach the campers cooperation, com-
munication and teamwork as part of the 
daily life at camp.
	 The	CYO	camps	start	June	30th  
and	run	through	Aug.	3rd.	Campers	can	
attend	mini–four-day,	 three-night	 pro-
grams,	week-long	programs	or	 one	of	
the specialty camps that runs for seven 
days	 and	 six	 nights.	 Camp	 is	 open	 to	
kids	ages	7-16.
	 During	the	first	four	weeks,	the	
CYO	camps	will	have	coed	and	boys-
only programs. The remainder of the 
summer	will	be	all-girls	programming.	
The	CYO	camps	are	the	only	Catholic	
camps	that	offer	all-girl	programs.	
	 The	Catholic	Youth	Organiza-
tion also aims to make the programs 
affordable	 for	 all	 campers.	 There	 are	
early	 registration,	 multi-session	 and	
multi-sibling	 discounts,	 as	 well	 as	
scholarships for campers.
	 The	 CYO	 Boys	 Camp	 is	 lo-
cated	in	Carsonville,	Michigan	and	just	
a	few	miles	up	the	road	North	of	Port	
Sanilac	 is	 the	CYO	Girls	Camp.	Both	
properties are on the beautiful sandy 
shores of Lake Huron. 
 For more information on the 
Catholic	 Youth	 Organization	 camps,	
including registration information,  
go to cyocamps.org.


