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	 It	took	just	319	years,	but	the	Vatican	has	finally	rec-
ognized	the	special	dignity	of	Detroit’s	oldest	parish,	designat-
ing	Ste.	Anne	Church	in	southwest	Detroit	as	a	minor	basilica.	
The extraordinary honor, bestowed by Pope Francis through 
the	Vatican’s	Congregation	for	Divine	Worship	and	the	Disci-
pline	of	the	Sacraments,	makes	Ste.	Anne	the	second	basilica	in	
the	Archdiocese	of	Detroit	and	the	third	in	Michigan.	Nation-
wide,	only	86	churches	carry	the	designation,	and	about	1,700	
churches	worldwide.
	 Ste.	Anne	Parish,	which	today	sits	in	the	shadow	of	the	
Ambassador	Bridge	in	southwest	Detroit,	was	founded	in	1701	
by	French	missionaries,	two	days	after	the	founding	of	the	city	
itself.	
	 The	rare	designation	is	the	second	time	in	five	years	a	
church	in	the	Archdiocese	of	Detroit	has	been	named	a	basilica;	
in	2015,	 the	Vatican	named	 the	National	Shrine	of	 the	Little	
Flower	Basilica	in	Royal	Oak	as	the	Archdiocese’s	first	minor	
basilica.	The	only	other	basilica	in	Michigan	is	the	Basilica	of	
St.	Adalbert	in	Grand	Rapids,	named	in	1980.
	 Founded	on	July	26,	1701,	by	French	missionaries	ar-
riving	on	 the	banks	of	what	would	be	known	as	 the	Detroit	
River,	Ste.	Anne	Parish	is	the	second-oldest	continually	operat-
ing	Catholic	parish	in	the	United	States.	Only	the	Cathedral	Ba-
silica	of	St.	Augustine	in	St.	Augustine,	Fla.,	founded	in	1565,	
is	older.
	 Ste.	 Anne’s	 current	 church	 building,	 the	 parish’s	
eighth,	was	consecrated	on	Oct.	30,	1887.	Today,	it	is	a	place	
of	pilgrimage	for	thousands,	host	to	a	multitude	of	devotions	
and	ministries	—	including	a	vibrant	Hispanic	presence	—	and	
the	burial	site	of	one	of	Detroit’s	most	famous	priests,	Fr.	Ga-
briel	Richard,	who	shepherded	Ste.	Anne	as	pastor	from	1798	
to	1832.

	 While	 the	Cathedral	of	 the	Most	Blessed	Sacrament	
in	Detroit,	as	the	place	of	the	archbishop’s	“cathedra,”	or	seat	
of	authority,	remains	the	principal	church	of	the	Archdiocese,	
basilicas	often	hold	places	of	special	honor	as	pilgrimage	sites	
and	signify	a	closer	relationship	with	the	pope.	If	the	cathedral	
is	properly	called	Detroit’s	“mother	church,”	 then,	Ste.	Anne	
might	well	be	Detroit’s	“grandmother	church.”	
	 Ste.	Anne	has	long	held	a	privileged	place	in	the	Arch-
diocese	 of	 Detroit,	 but	 its	 status	 was	 raised	 further	 in	 2011	
when	then-Pope	Benedict	XVI	formally	recognized	Ste.	Anne,	
the	mother	of	the	Virgin	Mary	and	the	grandmother	of	Christ,	
as	the	patroness	of	the	local	Church.
	 In	2017,	Archbishop	Vigneron	designated	a	side	altar	
in	 the	 church	—	which	 includes	 a	 statue	 and	first-class	 relic	
of	St.	Anne	from	the	ancient	shrine	of	Ste.	Anne	d’Auray	 in	
France	—	as	an	Archdiocesan	shrine.
	 “We	probably	have	about	15,000	people	a	year	come	
on	some	type	of	pilgrimage	to	venerate	the	relics	at	Ste.	Anne’s,	
mostly	during	our	July	novena,	but	also	throughout	the	year,”	
Msgr.	Charles	Kosanke,	 the	current	pastor	said.	“Archbishop	
Vigneron’s	vision	for	Ste.	Anne’s	is	for	it	to	be	a	mission	center	
for	the	diocese.	Being	named	a	basilica	really	heightens	it	as	a	
place	of	pilgrimage,	of	catechesis	and	evangelization.”
	 In	order	to	become	a	basilica,	Ste.	Anne	had	to	demon-
strate	its	worthiness	as	a	“center	of	active	and	pastoral	liturgy,”	
according	to	the	norms	governed	by	the	1989	document	Domus 
Ecclesiae	from	the	Vatican’s	Congregation	for	Divine	Worship	
and	the	Discipline	of	the	Sacraments,	as	well	as	meet	other	his-
torical,	architectural	and	ecclesiastical	criteria.
	 While	Ste.	Anne’s	history	and	prominence	alone	might	
suggest	its	designation	as	a	basilica,	Msgr.	Kosanke	said	it	was	
the	parish’s	outreach	to	the	poor	that	caught	Pope	Francis’	eye.	
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A	September	 2017	 visit	 to	 the	 parish	 by	 the	 Sistine	Chapel	
Choir	was	offered	free	of	charge	to	the	poor	and	the	Holy	Fa-
ther	took	note	of	that	and	said	so	to	the	Director	of	the	Sistine.	
	 The	word	 “basilica”	 is	 derived	 from	 a	Greek	word	
meaning	“royal	house.”	In	 the	Catholic	faith,	a	basilica	des-
ignates	a	church	with	a	special	connection	to	the	papal	see	of	
Rome.	The	vast	majority	of	basilicas	worldwide	carry	the	title	
of	“minor”	basilica.	In	fact,	only	four	major	basilicas	exist,	all	
in	Rome:	St.	Peter,	St.	John	Lateran,	St.	Mary	Major	and	St.	
Paul	Outside	the	Walls.
	 Among	the	privileges	of	a	basilica	is	the	right	to	dis-
play	 the	papal	 symbol	of	 the	 “crossed	keys,”	 as	well	 as	 the	
use	of	the	ombrellino	and	tintinnabulum,	special	insignia	with	
roots	tied	to	the	papacy,	in	liturgical	processions.	The	ombrelli-
no	resembles	an	umbrella	kept	half-opened	to	signify	its	readi-
ness	to	shelter	the	pope,	should	he	visit,	and	the	tintinnabulum, 
a	mounted	bell,	was	used	in	processions	to	alert	passersby	to	
the	pope’s	arrival.
	 Basilicas	also	have	 their	own	official	coats	of	arms,	
and	their	pastors	are	known	as	“rectors”	because	the	Pope	him-
self	is	considered	to	be	the	“pastor”	of	a	basilica.
	 Because	of	that	close	connection	with	the	pope,	cer-
tain	feasts	and	anniversaries	are	celebrated	with	particular	rev-
erence,	including	the	anniversary	of	the	election	of	the	current	
pope	 (March	13	 for	Pope	Francis),	 the	 feast	of	 the	Chair	of	
St.	Peter	(Feb.	22)	and	the	Solemnity	of	Saints	Peter	and	Paul	
(June	29).
	 Designed	in	a	Neo-Gothic	style	by	architect	Albert	E.	
French,	Ste.	Anne’s	 current	 structure	 features	 a	 soaring	 red-
brick	exterior	complemented	by	flying	buttresses,	gargoyles,	
a	grand	rose	window,	twin	spires	and	majestic	interior	arches,	
but	 it	 retains	many	 elements	 of	 the	 original	 “stone	 church”	
built	by	Fr.	Richard	in	1818,	including	its	cornerstone,	chapel	
altar,	Communion	rail,	stained-glass	windows	and	its	historic	
“Beaubien	Bell.”	The	current	church	was	listed	on	the	National	
Register	of	Historic	Places	in	1976.
	 While	the	history	and	prominence	of	Ste.	Anne	can’t	
be	denied,	being	a	basilica	is	about	more	than	just	history	and	

great	 buildings;	 according	 to	 Domus Ecclesiae, the parish 
must	also	be	shown	to	be	a	vibrant	community	of	faith.
	 While	 its	origins	are	French,	 today	Ste.	Anne	 is	 the	
spiritual	home	to	a	diverse	congregation	that	is	predominant-
ly	Hispanic,	 but	 also	 includes	African-Americans,	Filipinos,	
whites	and	other	ethnic	groups.	The	parish	has	575	registered	
families	and	offers	daily	Mass,	three	weekend	Masses	(includ-
ing	one	in	Spanish)	and	regular	devotions,	young	adult	minis-
tries,	RCIA,	religious	education,	and	multiple	choirs	and	mu-
sic	ministries.
	 The	parish’s	signature	event	each	year	—	its	century-
old	novena	to	Ste.	Anne	ahead	of	her	July	26	feast	day	—	at-
tracts	Catholics	from	across	the	Archdiocese	and	beyond.
	 Some	of	the	parish’s	other	well-known	events	include	
its	annual	“Holy	Rollin’”	bicycle	tour	through	Detroit’s	histor-
ic	 districts,	Rendez-vous	 event	 celebrating	French-Canadian	
and	Native	American	 culture,	 “Seven	Churches”	 pilgrimage	
on	Holy	Thursday,	and	monthly	healing	Masses.	
	 The	church	also	hosts	more	weddings	than	any	parish	
in	the	city,	Msgr.	Kosanke	said.	“Young	people	come	because	
they	like	the	beauty	of	the	church,”	Msgr.	Kosanke	said.	“But	
our	purpose	is	to	try	to	reach	out	to	what	they	call	the	‘nones,’	
those	who	are	not	affiliated	with	the	church.	And	our	hope	is	
that	by	bringing	them	to	a	good	marriage	preparation	program	
and	having	a	positive	experience	with	the	priest	and	staff,	that	
we	actually	get	them	reconnected	to	the	Church.”
	 “As	the	founding	parish	of	our	Archdiocese,	Ste.	Anne	
was	among	the	first	fruits	of	a	new	missionary	diocese,”	Arch-
bishop	Vigneron	said	in	a	statement.	“We	in	the	Archdiocese	
of	Detroit	are	truly	blessed	by	the	Holy	Father’s	recognition	of	
its	historic	significance	to	the	city	of	Detroit	and	its	importance	
to	the	liturgical	life	of	the	entire	archdiocese.”	Archbishop	Vi-
gneron	will	mark	the	occasion	with	a	special	Mass	at	12	p.m.	
Sunday,	April	26.		
	 The	name	of	the	church	will	also	be	amended	to	re-
flect	 the	 new	honor,	Msgr.	Kosanke	 said,	 although	 it	 hasn’t	
been	decided	which	variant	will	be	used	—	Ste.	Anne	Basilica	
or	the	Basilica	of	Ste.	Anne,	or	another	title.

From a special report by Michael Stechschulte for Detroit Catholic

St. AmbroSe Lenten buffet
Join us in the ARK at St. Ambrose for dinner every Friday in Lent,  
February 28th through April 10th, from 4 to 8 pm.  

The menu includes a salad bar, soup du jour, fried or baked cod, tater tots, 
macaroni with cheese, a weekly special entrée, along with rolls, vegetable,  
coffee and tea. Desserts and drinks are available. 

$17.95 per adult • $10 for children aged 6 to 10 • Children 5 and under eat free. 
Carry-out service available (313) 423-6284.
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	 Back	 in	1999,	 I	prided	myself	
on	not	succumbing	to	the	Y2K	panic	that	
was	supposed	to	shut	down	pretty-much	
everything	because	computers	were	not	
going	to	read	the	date	2000.		However,	
on	December	30,	1999	I	filled	a	bathtub	
with	fresh	water	and	purchased	a	huge	
load	of	firewood	–	just	in	case.
	 My	 point	 is	 that	 like	 with	
Y2K	there	are	any	number	of	opinions	
about	 what	 we	 should	 be	 doing	 “out	
of	an	abundance	of	caution”	 regarding	
the	Coronavirus.	 	Of,	 course	Y2K	and	 
COVID-19	are	not	to	be	taken	with	any-
where	near	the	same	degree	of	serious-
ness.	Y2K	was	not	lethal.	
	 But	in	a	similar	way,	we	are	re-
ceiving	a	lot	of	contradictory	and	confus-
ing	information	regarding	COVID-19	so	
that	it’s	difficult	to	sort	out	what	will	help	
as opposed to what is hype.  
 The undisputed caution is 
when you exhibit flu-like symptoms 
like running a temperature, stay 
home.	Even	if	you	think	you	feel	sick,	
stay	home.	Don’t	go	to	work,	shopping,	
school	or	church.	
	 I	doubt	that	most	Catholics	to-
day	need	permission	from	their	bishop	
or	 pastor	 to	 excuse	 themselves	 from	
weekend	 Mass.	 But	 in	 case	 you	 do,	
please	 know	 that	 our	 Archbishop	 has	
excused	 the	 sick	 from	 their	 weekly	
mass	 obligation:	 “...an	 individual	 does	
not	commit	any	sin	by	avoiding	Mass	to	
protect	others	 from	potential	 spread	of	
illness.”
 Undisputed is that we need 
to practice hand hygiene, respiratory 
etiquette and social distancing. These 
things	are	not	unique	to	the	current	vi-
rus.		These	are	the	basics	taught	to	chil-
dren.	Adults	need	to	learn	them	as	well.
	 Fear	of	the	Coronavirus	is	rip-
pling	across	 the	globe	and	 into	houses	
of	worship.	Major	outbreaks	have	been	
traced	back	to	large	gatherings	of	people	
praying	in	the	Far	East	and	Asia.	So	re-

ligious	leaders	across	the	world	are	tak-
ing	measures	that	could	discourage	the	
spread	 of	 the	 virus	 in	 churches,	 syna-
gogues	and	mosques.
 Although ample hygiene 
should make hand-shaking safe, con-
gregates in some places are being 
asked to greet each other with gentle 
bows and to avoid holding hands with 
others during prayer.	This	will	be	dif-
ficult	 as	will	greeting	your	 friends	and	
family	without	 a	 hug	 or	 a	 kiss	 on	 the	
cheek.	 The	 “no	 touch	 and	 keep	 your	
distance	 rule”	 will	 greatly	 subdue	 the	
“Shabbat	 shalom”	 in	 synagogues	 and	
the	 “Greeting	 of	 Peace”	 in	 churches.	
These	courtesies,	of	course,	are	practic-
es	we	are	being	asked	to	avoid	not	only	
in	religious	settings,	but	in	all	situations.		
“Fist”	 and	 “elbow-bumps”	 are	 being	
practiced	not	just	by	the	cool	kids	now.
	 Some	 Catholic	 parishes	 have	
gone	as	far	as	stationing	ushers	in	each	
Communion	line	and	squirting	the	palm	
of	each	communicant	with	Purel.	Seems	
like	 a	 bit	 much	 to	 me.	 	 Reception	 of	
the	 host	 in	 the	 palm	of	 one’s	 hand	 re-
mains	safe	–	certainly	safer	than	receiv-
ing	change	in	the	supermarket	checkout	
line.	And	remember,	we	at	St.	Ambrose	
always	have	hand	sanitizer	available	at	
each	 of	 the	 entrance	 vestibules	 of	 our	
church	–	no	matter	what	the	season.
	 That’s	 because	 viral	 and/or	
bacterial	episodes	are	likely	to	be	traced	
to	the	door	handles,	edges	of	the	pews,	
etc.	rather	than	to	the	reception	of	Com-
munion.	Also,	the	incubation	period	for	
various	communicable	infections	would	
also	make	 it	challenging	 to	ascribe	 the	
chalice	as	the	proximal	cause	of	an	up-
per	 respiratory	 illness.	 In	addition,	any	
pathogen	that	may	be	contracted	orally	
is	likely	neutralized	in	highly	acidic	gas-
tric contents.
	 Alcohol	 content	 and	 careful	
wiping	of	a	chalice	renders	the	common	
cup	 safe,	 according	 to	multiple	 studies	
and	 the	 medical	 experts	 with	 whom	 I	
have	consulted.	Practice	 seems	 to	bear	
that	 out.	 But	 we	 live	 in	 a	 time	 when	
we	are	not	trusting	“experts”	or	at	least	
don’t	know	“whom	to	trust.”	
	 Medical	 evidence	 to	 the	 con-
trary,	some	Catholics	have	had	concerns	

with	 the	 “common	 cup”	 ever	 since	 its	
restoration	to	the	liturgy	in	1970.		With-
holding	the	chalice	from	the	laity	began	
in	1416	for	a	 lot	of	different	reasons	–	
clericalism	and	an	exaggerated	interpre-
tation	of	the	“Real	Presence”	being	just	
two	of	them.		 	
	 The	 Orthodox	 Church	 never	
did	remove	it	from	their	liturgy	and	the	
Protestants	insisted	on	it.	It	took	all	the	
scholarly	might	 of	 the	 Second	Vatican	
Council	to	restore	the	chalice	to	the	la-
ity.		The	sacramental	principal	is	that	all	
the	baptized	have	the	right	and	privilege	
of	access	to	the	Precious	Blood	at	Com-
munion	time.		
	 During	 the	 recent	 COVID-19	
outbreak,	 different	 Christian	 denomi-
nations	are	handling	concerns	over	 the	
common	 cup	 at	 Communion	 different	
ways.	The	most	severe	is	to	eliminate	it	
all	together.		
	 That	hits	at	one	of	the	most	sa-
cred	practices	of	our	Catholic	 life,	and	
ignores	 Jesus’	 command	 to	 “Take	 and	
eat	and	take	and	drink.”		Because	of	that	
I	 want	 to	move	 slowly	 on	 that	 drastic	
option	for	now.		
 Our	 Parish	 Pastoral	 Council	
had a protracted discussion on the ad-
visability	 of	 completely	 removing	 the	
option	of	 receiving	from	the	chalice	at	
our	 liturgies.	 They	 unanimously and 
strongly	recommend	we	retain	our	cur-
rent	liturgical	practice.
	 Of	 course	 you	 know	 that	 you	
don’t	 have	 to	 drink	 from	 the	 Com-
munion	 chalice	–	 and	 if	 you	 feel	 sick,	
you	shouldn’t.	Christ	is	present	in	both	
species. That being the case, it’s my 
studied pastoral decision to treat 
the members of our congregation as 
reasonable persons, capable of mak-
ing their own choice on the reception 
of Holy Communion – be it to drink 
from the chalice or not. 
	 Should	 the	 current	 medical	
situation	 become	 dire,	 obviously	 we	
would	revisit	the	subject	of	the	common	
cup	as	well	as	the	practice	of		receiving	
the	host	on	one’s	tongue	–	which	has	al-
ways	been	a	far	more	“iffy”	procedure.
	 For	now,	let’s	tighten	our	prac-
tices	 of	 social	 hygiene.	 Washing	 our	
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	 St.	Joseph	was	an	ordinary	manual	laborer	although	descended	from	the	
royal	house	of	David.	In	the	designs	of	Providence	he	was	destined	to	become	the	
spouse	of	the	Mother	of	God.	His	high	privilege	is	expressed	in	a	single	phrase,	
“Foster-father	of	Jesus.”	About	him	Sacred	Scripture	has	little	more	to	say	than	that	
he	was	a	just	man	–	an	expression	which	indicates	how	faithfully	he	fulfilled	his	
high	trust	of	protecting	and	guarding	God’s	greatest	treasures	upon	earth,	Jesus	and	
Mary.
	 The	darkest	hours	of	his	life	may	well	have	been	those	when	he	first	learned	
of	Mary’s	 pregnancy;	 but	 precisely	 in	 this	 time	 of	 trial	 Joseph	 showed	 himself	
great.	His	suffering,	which	likewise	formed	a	part	of	the	work	of	the	redemption,	
was	not	without	great	providential	import:	Joseph	was	to	be,	for	all	times,	the	trust-
worthy	witness	of	the	Messiah’s	virgin	birth.	After	this,	he	modestly	retires	into	the	
background	of	holy	Scripture.
	 Of	St.	 Joseph’s	 death,	 the	Bible	 tells	 us	 nothing.	There	 are	 indications,	
however,	that	he	died	before	the	beginning	of	Christ’s	public	life.	His	was	the	most	
beautiful	death	that	one	could	have,	in	the	arms	of	Jesus	and	Mary.	Humbly	and	
unknown,	he	passed	his	years	at	Nazareth,	silent	and	almost	forgotten	he	remained	
in	the	background	through	centuries	of	Church	history.	Only	in	more	recent	times	
has	he	been	accorded	greater	honor.	Liturgical	veneration	of	St.	Joseph	began	in	
the	fifteenth	century,	fostered	by	Sts.	Brigid	of	Sweden	and	Bernadine	of	Siena.	St.	
Teresa,	too,	did	much	to	further	his	cult.
	 At	present	there	are	two	major	feasts	in	his	honor.	On	March	19th	our	ven-
eration	 is	directed	 to	him	personally	and	 to	his	part	 in	 the	work	of	 redemption,	
while	on	May	1st	we	honor	him	as	the	patron	of	workmen	throughout	the	world	and	
as	our	guide	in	the	difficult	matter	of	establishing	equitable	norms	regarding	obliga-
tions	and	rights	in	the	social	order.
`	 St.	Joseph	is	invoked	as	patron	for	many	causes.	He	is	the	patron	of	the	
Universal	Church.	He	is	the	patron	of	the	dying	because	Jesus	and	Mary	were	at	
his	death-bed.	He	is	also	the	patron	of	fathers,	of	carpenters,	and	of	social	justice.	
Many	religious	orders	and	communities	are	placed	under	his	patronage	(including	
the	local	community	of	Capuchins	at	St.	Bonaventure	Monastery).

—	Excerpted from The Church’s Year of Grace, by Pius Parsch

Feast Day of St. Joseph

hands	often	and	avoiding	touching	your	
face	is	a	great	start.	If	you’re	using	a	tis-
sue,	please	do	not	dispose	it	by	leaving	
it	in	a	pew	or	on	the	church	floor.
	 Spending	 time	 disinfecting	
some	of	 the	most	handled	areas	of	our	
building	 seems	 like	 a	 reasonable	 thing	
for	us	to	do.	Before	each	weekend,	we	
will	 be	 disinfecting	 the	 door	 hardware	
and	surfaces	of	our	pews	where	you	rest	
your	hands.	With	some	volunteer	help,	
we	might	be	able	to	do	this	before/after	
each	weekend	mass.
	 We	have	survived	SARS,	West	
Nile,	H1N1,	Swine	and	Avian	Flu	in	ad-
dition	to	a	return	of	Measles.	These	have	
taken	a	terrible	toll	in	human	life.		Thank	
God	we	now	have	at	least	a	methodol-
ogy,	if	not	all	the	cures,	for	dealing	with	
these	awful	outbreaks.
	 Praying	 is	 another	 powerful		
methodology	as	well.	Pray	for	calm.	Pray	
for	those	who	are	ill	throughout	the	world.	
Pray	 for	medical	 researchers.	 Fight	 hys-
teria/anxiety	 with	 science	 and	 common	
sense.	Be	compassionate.
	 Religious	 leaders	 of	 multiple	
denominations	 in	 the	 United	 States,	
myself	 included,	 are	 doing	 our	 best	 to	
keep	worship	services	open	and	public	
–	offering	the	strong	comfort	of	gather-
ing	together	to	pray	as	a	family	in	these	
anxious	times.	Help	us	do	that.
  XXX
	 Every	Friday	 of	Lent	 is	 a	 day	
of	abstinence	from	meat.	In	addition	to	
giving	 our	 meat-heavy	 diets	 a	 break,	
fasting	also	brings	us	into	solidarity	with	
a	hungry	world.	The	most	recent	Catho-
lic	regulations	on	fast	and	abstinence	are	
printed	in	this	bulletin.
  XXX
	 Last	 Friday	 there	 were	 240	
people	 at	 our	 Fish	Dinner.	At	 Stations	
of	 the	Cross,	 there	were	more	 stations	
than	people	praying	them.	Want	a	devo-
tion	where	you	can	easily	practice	safe	
“social	 distancing?	 Come	 to	 Stations	
this	Friday.		This	would	be	an	excellent	
time	 to	pray	 for	 the	 sick,	 the	 suffering	
and	those	who	care	for	them.	
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 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
  Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri
Dr. Norah Duncan IV – on hiatus

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
       Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
       Sunday - 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Faith Formation Station

•	 Donations	to	our	church	have	
never	been	so	easy!

•	 Give	tithes	and	offerings	from	your	
smartphone

•	 Donate	anytime,	anywhere
•	 Track	your	donations
•	 Make	us	your	home	church	
on	Givelify	

•	 Free	to	download	and	use

givelify.com/app

•	 Almsgiving Quarter Collection for Kay Lasante:	 Each	 student	 has	 been	
given	a	coin	 folder	 for	Lenten	almsgiving.	The	donations	will	go	 to	Bishop	
Gumbleton’s	Kay	Lasante	missionary	project	in	Haiti.	Information	went	home	
in	an	email	and	directly	with	the	students	along	with	coin	folders.	Fr.	Tim	has	
also	written	about	the	program	in	the	parish	bulletin.

•	 Confirmation NET Retreat	 –	March	 13th	 8	 a.m.–3:30	 p.m.	 at	 St.	Clare	 of	
Montefalco.	Forms	for	 the	event	are	already	past-due.	 	And	remember,	A-K	
bring	pretzels/chips/fruit;	L-Z	bring	cookies/brownies/dessert.

•	 Parent Information / Q&A Session	–	Sunday	March	29th	9:50	a.m.	at	Merit:	
Anyone	who	is	curious	about	being	more	involved	in	our	religious	education	
program	is	invited	to	attend	this	quick	session	after	drop	off.	If	you	think	you	
might	want	to	be	a	catechist	or	a	classroom	assistant	but	want	to	know	more	
about	the	program	first,	this	is	the	meeting	for	you.	

•	 CYO Sports – St. Ambrose Rel. Ed. Students Join with St. Clare –W-2	Bas-
ketball	began	March	7th.	Flyers	went	home	with	all	K-2	students.	Extra	flyers	
with	information	are	in	the	Merit	hallway.	3rd	–	8th	Track	&	Field	practices	will	
begin	the	week	of	March	23rd.	See	the	St.	Clare	Sports	website	for	more	details.	
A	flyer	will	be	sent	home	when	we	receive	more	details.

Kelly	Woolums

Lenten Observances
•  Lent is the liturgical season which runs from Ash 
Wednesday until the Mass of the Lord's Supper on 

Holy Thursday.
•  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of total fast and 
abstinence from meat.

•   All the Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence from meat.  
•  The Law of Abstinence from meat binds persons from the completion of 
their 14th year — from the day after their 14th birthday, throughout life.
• The Law of Abstinence forbids the use of meat, but not eggs, milk or 
products or condiments made of animal fat.  Permissible are soups flavored 
with meat, meat gravy and sauces.
•  The Law of Fasting binds persons from the completion of their 18th year 
to the beginning of their 60th year, i.e., from the day after their 59th birthday.
•  The Law of Fasting allows only one full meal a day, but does not prohibit 
taking some food in the morning and evening, observing as far as quantity 
and quality are concerned — approved local custom.  The order of meals is 
optional; i.e. the full meal may be taken in the evening instead of at midday.  
Also: (1) the quantity of food taken at the two lighter meals should not exceed 
the quantity taken at the full meal.  (2) the drinking of ordinary liquids does 
not break the fast.
•  In keeping with the spirit and meaning of the Lenten fast, Catholics are 
encouraged to observe the Good Friday fast through Holy Saturday and until 
after the celebration of the Easter Vigil.

Vincentian Reflection
	 In	the	Gospel	Jesus	is	transfigured	and	a	voice	from	heave	said,”This	is	my	
Son,	in	whom	I	am	well	pleased:	Listen	to	him.”	Jesus	call	us	to	love	our	neighbors,	
our	brothers	and	sisters	who	are	in	need.	Don’t	ignore	Christ	when	he	calls.
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Our Sick
 Please	 pray	 for	 those	 who	 are	
seriously	 ill	or	who	are	 	hospitalized:	Pat	
Blake,	 Karen	 Culver,	 Ann	 Sullivan	 Kay,	
Donald	Miriani,	Bonnie	McKenna,	Jeanne	
Noto,	David	Schumacker,	Matthew	Elias,	
George	 Bucec,	 Emilie	 Kasper,	 Darby	
O’Toole,	Anna	Noto	Billings,	Vilma	Riv-
ers,	Vilma	Marone,	Eileen	O’Brien,	Mar-
tha	Luna,	Dina	Engels,	Liz	Linne,	Donna	
Barnes,	Betty	Greenia,	Alexandra	Cullen,	
Charmaine	 Kaptur,	 Frank	 Gregory,	 Alex	
Billiu,	 Gladys	 Bogos,	 Wayne	 Wallrich,	
Jerry	 Hansen,	 Jackie	 Walkowski,	 Kris-
ten	 Kingzett,	 Denise	 DiBiancha,	 Valerie	
Dryden,	and	Maria	Simcina.		

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish  
requires a minimum	of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, March 1, 2020
in	envelopes	we	received ................ $7,967.00
in	the	loose	collection ........................ $941.00
in	electronic	donations .................... $3,301.00
for	a	total	of ................................... $12,209.00
Over budget	for	the	week. ........... $2,109.0.00
Number	of	envelopes	mailed .................... 900
Number	of	envelopes	used		......................		135

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Scriptures for the 
2nd week of Lent
 Monday, March 9
	 •			 Dn	9L	4b-10
	 •			 Ps	79:	8-9,	11,	13
	 •			 Lk	6:	36-38
 Tuesday, March 10
 •			 Is	1:	10,	16-20
	 •				Ps		50:	8-9,	16bc-17,	21,	23
	 •			 Mt	23:	1-12
 Wednesday, March 11 
	 •		 Jer	18:	18-20
	 •			 Ps	31:	5-6,	14-16
		 •			 Mt	20:	17-28
 Thursday, March 12
	 •	 Jer	17:	5-10	 	 	
	 •	 Ps		1:	1-4,	6
	 •			 Lk	16:	19-31
 Friday, March 13
 •			 Gn	37:	3-4,	12-13a,	17b-21a
	 •			 Ps	105:	16-21
	 •			 Mt	21:	33-43,	45-46
  Saturday, March 14
 •	 Mi	7:	14-15,	18-20
	 •	 Ps	103:	1-4,	9-12
	 •				Lk	15:	1-3,	11-32
 Sunday, March 15
 •	 Ex	17:	3-7
	 •	 Rom	5:	1-2,	5-8
	 •	 Jn	4:	5-42	or	
	 	 	4:	5-15,	19b-26,	39a,	40-42

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
Monday, March 9
St. Frances of Rome, religious
 8:30	a.m.	-	Morning	Prayer
Tuesday, March 10
 8:30	a.m.	-	Mass -		Fr.	Bill	Lipcheski
Wednesday, March 11
	 8:30	a.m.	-	Morning	Prayer
Thursday, March 12
 7:00	p.m.-	Mass	-	Bernie	&	Mamie	Segner
Friday, March 13
 8:30	a.m.	-	Mass	-	Bp.	Patrick	Cooney
	 7:00	p.m.	-	Stations	of	the	Cross	
	 	 								&	Benediction
Saturday, March 14
 4:00	p.m.	-	Mass	For	All	People
Sunday, March 15
Third Sunday of Lent
   8:30	a.m.	-	Mass	For	All	People
	 11:15	a.m.	-	Mass	For	All	People

4:00 p.m. - Celebrant: Fr. Pelc    Lector: Bern Degnan 
Eucharistic Ministers: Della Cimini, Cathy McPherson, Elizabeth Puleo-Tague 

Altar Servers: Juliana & Lucan Tague 
8:30 a.m. – Sunday – Celebrant: Fr. Bede    Lector: Karlos Haynes 

Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Drummond, Christopher Harrison, Joan Jackson, 
Maggie Jackson, Bob Jogan, Steve Linnei, Joellyn Valgoi 

Altar Servers: Erica, Corey, & Carrigan McGraw

11:15 a.m. - Celebrant: Bp Gumbleton    Lector: Roger Playwin 
Eucharistic Ministers: Anne Billiu, Joe Hugh, Pat & Michael Moceri,  

Sue Playwin, Cristina Swiatkowsk 
 Altar Server: Shea Vatalaro, Liam O’Byrne 

Third Sunday of Lent
March 14thand March 15th  

Spending Spotlight
	 Never	 underestimate	 the	 impor-
tance	 of	 having	 a	 solid	 roof	 over	 one’s	
head.	 The	 St.	Ambrose	 church	 slate	 roof	
is	nearly	30	and	 lifetime	guarantees	are	a	
thing	 of	 the	 past.	 There	 have	 been	 leaks	
near	the	gutters	for	some	time	now	and	we	
need	to	identify	the	problem	and	its	sever-
ity.	A	 roofing	 company	will	 be	 here	 next	
week	for	an	“investigation”	and	assessment	
of	 the	 problem.	 The	 investigation	 alone	
will	cost	$2,740	–	and	 that	figure	doesn’t	
include	 one	 single	 repair,	 only	 an	 assess-
ment	and	a	plan	to	remedy	any	issues.

Marriage Coaching
	 Couples	 who	 are	 experienc-
ing	 struggles	 and	 challenges	 in	 their	
marriage	can	receive	help	 through	 the	
Marriage	 Coaching	 program	which	 is	
a	couple-to-couple	mentoring	program	
designed	 to	 assist	 couples	 to	 live	 out	
God’s	plan	for	their	marriage.
	 Trained	 Coaching	 Couples	
will	give	the	support	and	practical	tools	
to	help	couples	restore	and	realize	the	
fullness	they	desire	and	is	intended	for	
their	Catholic	marriage.	The	Marriage	
Coaching	 program	 consists	 of	 seven	
main	 coaching	 sessions	 and	 is	 strictly	
confidential	and	at	no	cost.
	 To	learn	more	and	get	the	help	
you	 need	 for	 your	 marriage,	 contact:	
(313)	 237-4680,	 visit	 www.aod.org/
marriagecoaching	or	email	familymin-
istry@aod.org.	All	inquiries	are	strictly	
confidential.	

Moving in the Spirit
	 The	Archdiocese	of	Detroit	Of-
fice	of	Black	Catholic	Ministry	 in	col-
laboration	with	the	Renaissance	Vicari-
ate	and	Detroit	parishes	present	Stirred!	
Moving	 in	 the	 Spirit	 Lenten	 Revival	
from	March	12th	through	15th.
	 Join	 presenters	 Fr.	 Charles	
Smith,	 SVD	 and	 Fr.	 Chester	 Smith,	
SVD	on	 the	 following	dates	 in	 nearby		
eastside	parishes:
•	 Thursday,	March	12	at	7	p.m.	–	 

St.	Charles	Borromeo 
1491	Baldwin,	48214.

•	 Sunday,	March	15	at	3	p.m.	–	 
St.	Augustine/St.	Monica,	 
4151	Seminole,	48214
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The Buzz 
	 This	Tuesday,	March	10th,	is	an	election	day	in	Michi-
gan.	 Included	 is	a	presidential	primary	vote,	but	also	on	 the	
ballot	is	a	millage	renewal	issue.
	 Last	Saturday	there	was	another,	very	different,	elec-
tion	–	at	Blessed	Sacrament	Cathedral!	Our	parish	involvement	
began	at	the	4:00	mass	here.	At	the	very	beginning	of	the	lit-
urgy,	five	people	who	are	part	of	this	year’s	RCIA	process	were	
called	forward	and	introduced	to	the	worshipping	Assembly.	
Fr.	Tim	then	invited	everyone	present	to	prayerfully	“send”	our	
four	 Catechumens	 and	 one	 Candi-
date	for	Full	Communion	to	Blessed	
Sacrament	Cathedral	for	a	5:00	cer-
emony	 called	 the	 “Rite	 of	 Election	
and	Call	to	Continuing	Conversion”.	
At	 that	celebration	 they	 joined	with	
others	 in	 the	 same	 categories	 from	
parishes	 all	 over	 the	 Archdiocese.	
They	 were	 chosen	 (“Elected”)	 by	
Bishop	Arturo	 Cepeda	 to	 celebrate	
Easter	 Sacraments	 of	 Initiation	 and	
to	 prepare	 for	 this	 throughout	 this	
holy	season	of	Lent	by	shifting	their	
practices	 of	 prayer,	 penance,	 and	
works	of	charity	into	high	gear.		
	 Catechumens	were	asked	to	
come	forward	and	enter	their	names	
on	 parchment	 pages	 that	 were	 col-
lected	and	bound	into	a	Book	of	the	
Elect	 presented	 to	 the	 Bishop.	 He	
questioned	their	intentions,	asked	for	
the	testimony	of	their	sponsors	along	
with	 the	 promise	 of	 prayerful	 sup-
port	 of	 everyone	 present,	 and	 then	
declared	them	“elect.”	All	sang	“Deo	
Gratias”	 as	 they	 returned	 to	 their	
pews.
	 Next	 the	 Candidates	 were	
questioned, as were their sponsors 
and	 everyone	 present.	 However,	
their	already-baptized	status	is	so	ac-
knowledged	that	there	was	no	enrollment	ritual	because	they	
are	already	one	with	us	as	Christians.	At	the	Easter	Vigil	liturgy	
they	will	not	be	rebaptized;	they	simply	join	us	in	a	profession	
of	faith	(the	Creed	in	question	format)	and	then	are	fully	initi-
ated	into	the	Catholic	Church	through	Confirmation	and	First	
Holy	Communion.
	 There	are	so	many	Catechumens	and	Candidates	(and	
sponsors	of	course)	from	all	over	southeast	Michigan	that	there	
are	always	4-5	of	these	ceremonies	scheduled	at	the	Cathedral	
on	that	first	weekend	of	Lent.	The	ceremony	is	“high-church”	
magnificent,	as	is	the	building.	The	overall	experience	is	very	
dramatic	and	deeply	spiritual.	But	the	core	of	it	all	is	still	Jesus	
alive	in	the	local	parish	community.	Without	your	faith,	the	re-

ligious	response	of	the	Elect	would	not	have	a	sustaining,	rich	
place	to	take	root.	So	please	join	them	throughout	this	season	
by	your	prayer.	When	you	fast,	keep	their	spiritual	hungers	in	
your	consciousness.	And	when	you	do	actions	of	selfless	giv-
ing,	know	that	not	only	your	Heavenly	Father	sees,	but	quite	
possibly	some	other	impressionable	seekers	of	truth	and	good-
ness	as	well.	That’s	effective	evangelization;	that’s	the	way	to	
unleash	the	Gospel!																							


 The 2nd Sunday 
of	 Lent	 is	 generally	
known	 as	Transfigura-
tion Sunday because 
the	Gospel	passage	re-
lates	that	experience	of	
the	three	disciples	with	
Jesus	on	the	mountain.	
Lent	is	meant	to	trans-
figure	or	change	all	of	
us.	 Answering	 God’s	
call	can	do	that	to	you;	
just	 look	 what	 it	 did	
for	 Abram	 in	 today’s	
first	 scripture	 reading	
at	mass.	But	what	does	
God	call	us	to?	Today’s	
Gospel	 passage	 gives	
us	 a	 glimpse	 .	 .	 .	 but	
only	 a	 glimpse	 into	
what	 God	 intends	 for	
us to be. 
 The pure joy and 
ecstasy	 of	 even	 a	mo-
ment	 of	 such	 clar-
ity	in	life	is	sometimes	
enough to get or keep 
us going in the right di-
rection	to	finally	obtain	
it.	If	you	can’t	remem-
ber such an experience 

in	your	own	life	that	motivated	you	to	get	closer	to	the	Lord,	
don’t	despair.	Even	Peter,	James	and	John	didn’t	catch	on	at	
the	time	of	the	Transfiguration.	In	time	they	did,	and	so	will	
we	if	we	just	hang	in	there.	But	down	deep	it	has	to	come	from	
the	Lord,	not	any	political	party,	or	person,	or	media	outlet.	A	
vision	of	true	and	lasting	greatness	or	glory	needs	to	arise	from	
a	much	deeper	wellspring.	Separation	of	church	and	state	was	
never	meant	to	prevent	that	.	.	.	thank	God!


	 Plan	on	joining	our	“Elect”	next	Sunday	at	the	8:30	
Mass	for	a	special	ceremony	called	a	“Scrutiny.”	It’s	not	what	
it	sounds	like.	Come	check	it	out,	and	in	the	process	meet	and	
support	our	soon-to-be	new	Catholics.

Chuck	Dropiewski

Above: Bishop Arturo Cepeda presides at the Rite of Inscription at Blessed Sacra-
ment Cathedral on February 29th. Below: Sponsor Dory Schmidt (c), Candidate for 
Full Communion Madeleine Lamb (l) and Catechumen Holly McGuffin (r) pictured 
at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in front of the urns of sacramental oils used in 
parishes throughout the diocese. Our other three catechumens not pictured are 
brothers Josue “Josh,” Christopher and William Mallow.


