
may 31, 2020 

BEEHIVEParish 
mbroseSt. A

Continued on page 2

 The nightmare of COVID-19, a global pandemic 
which none of us has ever experienced in any of our lifetimes, 
has wreaked havoc on so many lives. Everywhere the same 
sign on businesses appears — “closed” — and the worldwide 
internet has never before had so much traffic with school les-
sons, meetings and work sessions all online. People every-
where continue to connect online with loved ones, business 
partners, friends and acquaintances near and far. International 
leaders try to work together; worldwide corporations in the 
public sector answer the clarion call for masks, ventilators 
and hospital beds. For once, the world’s people have tried to 
unite in the common efforts of care and concern as death tolls 
rise amid frayed nerves and fears that have cut right into our 
cores, leaving us all to wonder what life is going to be like 
once COVID-19 ceases to dominate the face of the Earth.

 COVID-19 has created gaping holes in the fabric 
of human life regardless of race, creed, economic and eth-
nic background, orientation, gender or class. Now a spirit of 
compassion, generosity, ingenuity, hospitality and creativity 
bonds the human species together, making us realize that de-
spite our diversity and different social and geographical loca-
tions, we are all one in this common global pandemic experi-
ence.

 This “oneness,” however, experienced through this 
horrific pandemic is an invitation for the human community 
to reach deep within itself to discover what truly binds us one 
to another. Certainly, the bond is not COVID-19 but rather, 
the Spirit of the Divine poured into all creation, all life, all 
people. This Sunday’s readings shine a light on what truly 
joins us together as a gifted people. 
 For Christians, Pentecost needs to be more than a li-
turgical feast – it is to be a way of life. Truly, all people are 
one in the One together and with the rest of creation. That is 
the evangelizing word that Christians are called not only to 
proclaim but also to live out. Without this realization that we 
are all one, there can be no lasting peace which is the gift the 
Christ offers and waits for it to come to fruition.
 Pentecost is the Greek name for the Israelite feast 
of Weeks and is the second of Israel’s three classical pilgrim 
feasts, specifically, Unleavened Bread/Passover, Weeks and 
Booths. Pentecost was originally an agricultural feast that 
celebrated the end of the grain harvest. Later it became as-
sociated with the giving of the law at Sinai. For Christians, 
Pentecost became known as the “birthday of the church.” An 
earlier story in Genesis 11 describes a group of people scat-
tered all over the Earth and speaking in different languages 
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Pentecost - Pandemic
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that none of them could understand. Here a group of Gali-
leans are gathered in one place. They receive the gift of the 
Spirit; their language is diversified; and they proclaim the 
powerful deeds of the divine. Diversification, not commonal-
ity, becomes the source for understanding and the impetus for 
drawing people together. Diversity, rooted in the gift of the 
Spirit, becomes the foundation for unity.
 Today’s responsorial Psalm 104 contains an invita-
tion to celebrate the power of the Spirit. This Spirit is not 
only part of the creative process but also imbued in all cre-
ation. If humans were to embrace fully the power and the gift 
of the Spirit, then every living being would be experiencing 
renewal and fecundity, the planet would be healing, and vio-
lence would cease once and for all.
 The excerpt from I Corinthians 12:3-7,12,13 is a 
stark reminder that diversity originates with the Divine who 
is fully manifested in such diversity. The excerpt also sounds 
the trumpet against religious, ethnic and class discrimination. 
At the heart of all life is the Spirit, the gift already given, that 
has the power to draw all together into the One. Discrimi-
nation, isolation, alienation and separation indicate how out 
of touch we are spiritually and how deep our spiritual crisis 
truly is, especially among the hegemonic powers of our day.
 Finally, the Gospel, John 20:19-23, reminds us that 
the Spirit, in the form of the resurrected Christ, has the pow-
er to permeate locked doors, even the locked doors of our 
hearts. The gift of Easter and Pentecost, the gift of the Christ, 
is peace which is a gift of the Spirit. Peace, the hope of all 
creation, is the gift given, now waiting for humanity to bring 
it to fruition.
 In sum, catastrophic events often unite people and 
can even bring out the best in them. No event, however, has 
the power to be as life sustaining and as life altering as the 
Spirit of which we have all been given to drink.
 By Carol J. Dempsey  for the National Catholic Reporter. She 
is a Dominican Sister of Caldwell, New Jersey, and professor of biblical 
studies at the University of Portland, Oregon.

 All Catholic Charities of Southeast Michigan behav-
ioral health locations are offering telehealth for mental health 
and substance abuse treatment. You can stay home and re-
ceive face-to-face counseling through your mobile device, 
tablet or computer. Our clinical staff and psychiatrists are 
able to meet your mental health needs during this unsettling 
time. Please call today to schedule your appointment. Our 
qualified mental health professionals are here to listen! Call 
us at (888) 271-2350.  Our hotline is open from 8:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. daily. This service does not require any commit-
ment and there is no cost to you.

How are you feeling – mentally?
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All
ThingsConsidered

Concluded on page 4...

 We do not journey in faith alone – not even in a time 
of forced isolation.  Will the pandemic we are enduring bring 
us closer together as human beings or drive us apart? A lot of 
thoughtful observers have begun to ask that question. Some wear 
masks; others consider it a sign of weakness. Some keep social 
distancing; others ignore it. Some are wary about opening up 
businesses; others suffer from unemployment and isolation.
 These, of course, are not abstract or easily answered 
questions for any of us. It is interesting to consider such ques-
tions in the light of the great feast we celebrate today. To put it 
succinctly, Pentecost celebrates unity in diversity. Remember our 
old friend, the late Bishop Moses Anderson?  “Unity in Diver-
sity” was his Episcopal Motto on his Coat of Arms.
 Back in theologate, I recall that my professor, Fr. Ray 
Brown, the Sulpician biblical scholar, said that whenever he 
preached in a parish on Pentecost Sunday, he would begin by 
declaring that this is “the most important feast of the liturgical 
year.” But he knew nobody in the congregation believed him. 
Pentecost cannot compete with Christmas, they thought.
 Yet, in fact, Pentecost is a unique and unparalleled feast. 
It is the moment when the Church was born with the power of 
the Spirit sent by Jesus – transforming the stunned and fearful 
disciples into courageous preachers of the Gospel to the Jerusa-
lem crowds. From that moment on, the Church of Jesus would 
take wings and reach out to the world – bringing the Christian 
message to “the ends of the earth.”
   XXX
 In addition to the Second Graders in our First Holy 
Communion Class who were to receive the Eucharist this 
Easter Season, we’ve had a few other souls stranded out in 
“sacramental limbo” during quarantine.  We were not able to 
celebrate this year’s RCIA class’ initiation into the Church as 
planned at the Easter Vigil back on April 11th. But this week 
at the 4:00 Pentecost Vigil mass, we'll hear an echo of Easter. 
And for the first time at St. Ambrose, we will be able to share 
these wonderful rites beyond the walls of our church building 
– via our Facebook page and website.
 Brought into Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Com-
munion this Pentecost are Holly Marie McGuffin, Josue La-
then Mallow, Christopher Kent Mallow and William Julio 
Mallow.  Making a Profession of Faith, being Confirmed and 
received into Communion this weekend is Madeleine Ellen 
Lamb.  
 In liturgical history, one of the reasons that the sacra-
ment of Confirmation got separated from Baptism was because 
of an insistence in the Western Church that Confirmation be 

administered only by a bishop. As the Church grew, bishops 
could not be in every congregation on Easter, thus postponing 
Confirmation. The Orthodox solved this by allowing a priest 
to administer Confirmation at the time of Baptism whenever 
it was celebrated. Our Western Church caught up with that rea-
soning just in the last few years. Now, I am given the privilege 
of being the agent of Confirmation in these circumstances.
   XXX
 Throughout this Pentecost week, Archbishop Vi-
gneron will be busy ordaining five new priests for our Arch-
diocese.  Under normal conditions, they would have all been 
ordained in one ceremony.  But the 25% assembly restrictions 
applies to the Cathedral too. So to accommodate these young 
men’s families, the Archbishop will do separate ceremonies. 
We’ll spend time in next week’s issue introducing you to the 
newest members of our presbyterate.
 There is a custom that Ordinations to the Priesthood 
in our Archdiocese are always celebrated on or near the feast 
of Pentecost. 46 years ago on Pentecost, I was ordained in 
ceremonies conducted at my home parish of St. Clement in 
Dearborn with Bishop Joseph Imesch presiding. Both that 
parish and the bishop are no longer with us!  My eleven class-
mates were all ordained in individual ceremonies outside of 
the Cathedral – in our individual home parishes.
 Honestly, I feel like a newly ordained struggling 
through the rubrics of celebrating mass during Covid.  Nego-
tiating the horrible translations of the current Roman Missal are 
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challenging. And preaching to an elec-
tronic assembly during a pandemic has 
been one of the most brutal tasks of my 
priesthood.  As I approach a half-century 
of ministry, the Holy Spirit conspires to 
keep me humble and constantly stretch-
ing.  Damn!  I was hoping to coast to the 
finish line!
  XXX
 I spoke with Randy Rennpage, 
the head of our St. Vincent de Paul Con-
ference, regarding an influx of needs that 
may be coming from our neighborhood.  
I was surprised to hear that this has been 
an unusually quiet time for them  – with 
few requests coming in for assistance.  
 The reason seems to be that the 
Federal Stimulus Checks coupled with 
utility companies’ decisions not to dis-
connect customers during the pandemic 
are tiding stressed families over for the 
present. But these benefits will not last.  
Our SVdP Conference anticipates a del-
uge of requests mid-Summer and possi-
bly into the Fall.
 If you have not been adversely 
hit economically during the shut-down 
– or if you received your Government 
check and honestly don’t need it – let 
me suggest that you gift the whole, or 
part of it, to households who do need it 
through the aegis of the St. Vincent de-
Paul Society.
  XXX
 In a related matter, my thanks 
to those who have sent support for our 
Saturday Sabbath Suppers.  Each week, 
during the Pandemic we have been able 
to provide one of Chef Vonzell Whal-
ey’s home cooked meals to about a hun-
dred homeless persons at the St. John 
Shelter on Kercheval.  And we have pro-
vided the same for our first responders 
working the weekend shift at the Grosse 
Pointe Park City Police, EMS and Fire 
Station. 
 Some generous parishioners 
have volunteered labor, but with social 
distancing restrictions, it would only 
complicate things in our kitchen. We’ll 
keep note of your offers. TRP

 Happy Pentecost!  This solemn feast ranks just behind Easter, up there 
with Christmas/Epiphany, in importance on the Church’s calendar.  The connection 
to the Yule holiday is interesting in that Pentecost is often referred to as the birthday 
of the Church.
 On this day we remember the story from Acts of the Apostles, when the 
disciples were still closed up in “a house” – still letting the meaning of the Resur-
rection and Ascension gestate in their souls.  Then, “when the time for Pentecost 
was fulfilled” (Pentecost already existed as a Jewish harvest-time feast that cele-
brated The Law), the initiative of God’s Holy Spirit took over, “rattled their cages” 
and pushed them out to proclaim the Gospel to the big world beyond their protec-
tive doors.  The Church was born.  And on this day, because all who are reborn in 
the waters of baptism, confirmed in that same Holy Spirit as were the disciples, and 
in communion with the same risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ – all of us are 
the Church – happy birthday to you and to all of us with you!

 And if all goes well, by the time you read this, we will have five new 
Catholics at St. Ambrose – initiated sacramentally by the Holy Spirit into the Body 
of Christ at the Pentecost Vigil liturgy:
 Holly McGuffin – (Catechumen) – grew up mostly in Livonia.  After high 
school, she went on study at Wayne State University, receiving a degree in psy-
chology, and then a masters in Physician Assistant studies.  For the last four years 
she has been in practice at Ascension-St. John Hospital.  In her young life she has 
done many things: enjoys traveling internationally, learning about other cultures, 
socializing, cooking (especially Italian), and the great outdoors.  She even is an 
internationally trained trichologist.  As she continued to grow in reflecting on life 
more deeply, her father’s Catholic background and a friend’s (her sponsor) sugges-
tion brought her to the RCIA at St. Ambrose.
 Madeleine Lamb – (Candidate for Full Communion) – although born in 
Royal Oak, grew up in an ancestral home on Nottingham in the Park.  In fact, after 
a number of years, the family moved about a block away to a house with a breakfast 
nook constructed from wood salvaged from renovations to St. Ambrose church.  
After graduating from G.P. South and attending St. John’s College in Annapolis, 
MD, she traveled, lived a number of years in North Carolina, and continued ever 
since to be a serious student of religion, philosophy, politics, etc.  Though bap-
tized at Detroit’s Episcopal Cathedral, she also attended Catholic liturgies with her 
grandmother in Waterford.  Locally, her father’s and other grandmother’s church 
history was at St. Ambrose.  So she checked out our parish, eagerly joined the 
choir, and all this brought her to pursue full initiation through the RCIA.
 Josh Mallow – (Catechumen) – is originally from Los Angeles, CA.  He is 
a 2020 graduate of GP South High School who enjoyed physics best.  He is a very 
reflective young man who, however, also enjoys basketball, baseball, rap, hanging 
with friends, and all sorts of animals.  Along with his two younger brothers, he is 
looking forward to full initiation into the Catholic Faith at St. Ambrose.
 Christopher Mallow – (Catechumen) – also comes to us from Los Ange-
les, CA.  He will be entering 5th Grade at Maire School where he enjoys science.  
Like his older brother he enjoys baseball, but he is also into football, hanging with 
friends, ice-skating, and fishing with his dad and grandpa out on Lake St. Clair.  
Along with his two brothers, he is looking forward to full initiation into the Catho-
lic Faith at St. Ambrose.
 Julio Mallow – (Catechumen) – is from Los Angeles, CA as well.  He will 
be entering 3th Grade at Maire School where he likes math.  Like his older brothers 
he enjoys time with friends, but his specialty is hockey – being a member of the 
Bulldog Hockey Club.  At home he is known as the builder, a creative recycler who 
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The Buzz, continued
builds all kinds of things out of other things.  Along with his two brothers, he is 
looking forward to full initiation into the Catholic Faith at St. Ambrose.
   Please pray for these five wonderful people as they continue to grow in the 
divine life we all share in the Catholic Church.


 Speaking of birthdays, initiations, and similar important Church mile-
stones, our own special inheritor of apostolic leadership, Fr. Timothy R. Pelc, 
generally identifies June 2 (Pentecost weekend – 1974) as the anniversary of his 
priestly ordination.  This special imparting of the Holy Spirit upon him 46 years 
ago has been shared by him with God’s People here at St. Ambrose for 34 years, 
getting close to 75% of his entire priesthood.  How about sometime during this 
coming month of June, you join me in some special prayers for him?  And I’m sure 
he wouldn’t mind a smile and a wave from you the next time you see him.  Don’t 
worry, masks won’t hide good wishes and faith-filled support –  he’ll be able to tell.


 And while we’re on masks . . . I find we have been getting some very 
mixed signals and confusing examples from civil leaders about attitudes and prac-
tices in response to the coronavirus pandemic.  My bringing this up is not political, 
because someone pointed me in a religious direction as a unique context to further 
consider this matter.
 I was encouraged to read an article online that delves into the religious 
roots of the President’s thinking about the whole virus issue.  (cnn.com; “The reli-
gious roots of Trump’s magical thinking on coronavirus” posted May 12)  Fascinat-
ing!  But it immediately made me think of Bl. Fr. Solanus . . . you know, his “thank 
God ahead of time” version of the power of positive thinking.  Yet I think there is 
something very deep and very fundamental that is different between them.  I’d thor-
oughly enjoy hearing from you with your take on this (remember from school days 
the testing challenge: compare and contrast!)  Call me at 313-332-5631 or email me 
at chuck.stambrose@comcast.net.


 Still more on masks:  Last week Fr. Tim put out a call asking parishioners 
willing to use their skills and time to sew face masks that would be used by our 
ministers and to distribute to those coming to mass without one. We have fabric 
from lots of old projects that could be used.  Thus far, Kathy Brogan is working 
on this for us. Contact Mary Urbanski at the rectory if you want to help with this as 
well.


 Speaking of Church leadership’s response to the crisis locally, can anyone 
explain to me – without a lot of political spin – why Tuesday, May 19, was chosen 
by the Archdiocese to resume public masses?


 Tomorrow, Monday, returns us to Ordinary Time on the Church’s calendar.  
However, our next two Sunday celebrations will continue to be specially named.  
Next weekend is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, and the following one 
(June 14) is that of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (popularly known for 
a long time as Corpus Christi).
 Together with Pentecost, these three Sundays are a lot less about theology 
than they are challenges for us to reexamine our relationship and experiences with 
the living God.  We may be returning to Ordinary Time, but this is really extraordi-
nary stuff at the very core of our lives.  I hope any return to attending church will 
not diminish the power of experiencing and celebrating the presence of the living 
God in our Domestic Churches.  Stay-at-home orders have given us this opportu-
nity to expand our faith.  If we have taken advantage of this, returning to church 
will benefit richly. Chuck Dropiewski
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Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 
Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann 
Sullivan Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Jeanne Noto, David 
Schumacker, Matthew Elias, George 
Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Darby O’Toole, 
Anna Noto Billings, Vilma Rivers, 
Vilma Marone, Eileen O’Brien, Martha 
Luna, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, Betty 
Greenia, Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine 
Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex Billiu, 
Gladys Bogos, Wayne Wallrich, Jerry 
Hansen, Jackie Walkowski, Kristen 
Kingzett, Denise DiBiancha, Valerie 
Dryden, Angela Stack, Maria Simcina, 
Tony Macksoud, Albina Checki, 
Brian Tague, the Capuchin friars 
under quarantine and those suffering 
and hospitalized worldwide with 
COVID-19.

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish  
requires a minimum of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, May 24, 2020
in envelopes we received ...............  $8,107.00
in the loose collection ................................... 0
in electronic donations .................... $3,871.00
for a total of ................................... $11,978.00
Over budget for the week  ...............$1,878.00
Number of envelopes mailed  ................... 782
Number of envelopes used  ......................... 41

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Scriptures for the 9th 
Week in Ordinary Time

June 1
Gn 3: 9-15, 20 or Acts 1: 12-14
Ps 87: 1-3, 5-7
Jn 19: 25-34
June 2
2 Pt 3: 12-15a, 17-18
Ps 90: 2-4, 10, 14, 16
Mk 12: 13-17
June 3
2 Tm 1: 1-3, 6-12
Ps 123: 1b-2
Mk 12: 18-27
June 4
2 Tm 2: 8-15
Ps 25: 4-5b, 8-10
Mk 12: 28-34
June 5
2 Tm 3: 10-17
Ps 119: 157, 160-161, 165, 166, 168
Mk 12: 35-37
June 6
2 Tm 4: 1-8
Ps 71: 8-9, 14-`5b, 16=17, 22
Mk 12: 38-44
June 7
Ex 34: 4b-6, 8-9
(Ps) Dn 3: 52-55
2 Cor 13: 11-13 
Jn 3: 16-18

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
June 1
 Mary, Mother of the Church
June 2
 Sts. Marcellinus & Peter, martyrs
June 3
St. Charles Lwanga & Companions, martyrs 
June 4
 Easter weekday
June 5 - First Friday
 St. Boniface, bishop & martyr
 8:30 a.m. Mass
June 6
 St. Norbert, bishop
 4:00 p.m. Mass 
June 7
     10:00 a.m. Mass –Trinity Sunday

•Web broadcast of Mass from 
St. Ambrose will begin at 8:00 a.m.  

and will be accessible throughout the day. 

The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. We will continue to tape the 
4:00 masses for broadcast the next day.  We will open that mass to a congre-

gation of 25% of the building’s capacity - roughly 150 persons. 
Face masks and social distincing will be required.  

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays here at St. 
Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning.  Again, we can only 

allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity - 150 persons - 
and face masks and social distancing will be required.  

View Saturday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive on 
youtube. stambrosechurch.netstarting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.

Trinity Sunday   June 6th & 7st

Spending Spotlight
 From the “Did you know?” 
department: St. Ambrose pays into a 
Michigan Catholic Conference plan that 
supports a general retirement fund for all 
clergy. This does not include Fr. Tim; his 
retirement funding is separate. Our parish’s 
retirement contribution to this special fund 
is $1,813.30 per month.

Our Dead
 Dina Marie Engels was born  
in June of 1925 in a small town on the 
Belgium/French border.  At age 19, as 
World War II was coming to an end she 
married Hilaire Vanwynekbeke.  While 
pregant with their first child – Chantal 
Nadia – the Nazis arrested Hilaire for 
his activities in the French resistance.  
He was taken to a concentration camp 
where he died.  Dina became a widow 
and a mother at almost the same time.  
 In 1948, Dina married Mau-
rice Engels and a second daughter was 
born – Mauricette Rachel.  In 1953, 
Dina, Maurice and their two daughters 
boarded the SS Veendan on its last voy-
age to the United States where the fam-
ily settled in Detroit - Maurice’s home 
town.They purchased a home on Way-
burn Street.  
 Maurice worked for the City of 
Grosse Pointe Park, while Dina worked 
as a housekeeper. After their daughters 
were grown, Maurice and Dina moved 
to St. Clair Shores where Maurice died 
in 2003.
 After a sojourn in North-
ern Michigan, she returned to Grosse 
Pointe in 2009 where she resumed an 
active prayer life at St. Ambrose.
 Dina died of natural causes 
in May of 2020.  She is survived by 
a sister, Nadia Lesage; her daughters 
and numerous grand and great grand-
children.  Her funeral mass was offered 
here at St. Ambrose on May 23, 2020 
– the first public liturgy allowed during 
the quarantine.



MAY 31, 2020 - THE BEEHIVE 

This is an abridged version of the lengthy directives 
from Archbishop Vigneron which were issued on May 12, 
2020.  The full text can be read at aod.org

Face-coverings/masks are to be worn by the faith-
ful in and around the church.

Church facilities need to be cleaned and sanitized 
using proper techniques before and after Masses.

Physical distancing is to be practiced in the church 
and on the church property.

Parish churches are not to exceed 25% of total 
capacity for the building. An additional location on the 
church property (e.g. social hall, parking lot) may be used as 
an “overflow”. This should not exceed the same 25% capacity 
for the space. Both indoor and outdoor Masses require adher-
ence to strict physical distancing guidelines.

Funerals, Weddings, and Baptisms no longer re-
quire individual permission and may resume along the 
same timeline and under the same conditions.

All non-liturgical gatherings should continue to be 
suspended. At the pastor’s discretion, exceptions may be 
made if attendees observe strict health and safety guidelines 
and the gathering does not exceed 10 persons at any one time.

All the faithful in the Archdiocese of Detroit are 
dispensed from their obligation to attend Mass through 
Sunday, September 6, 2020.

Those older than 65 years old (the recommended 
CDC age), with a compromised heath condition or caring for 
the sick in any way, are encouraged to stay home. Anyone 
who is ill, has a temperature, cough, etc., should definitely 
stay home as an act of justice to the whole community. 
Clergy with a respiratory infection of any kind should avoid 
celebrating public Masses or administering the sacraments as 
they are able to do so during this phase. The same applies to 
other ministers, e.g., deacons, lectors, ushers, etc.

Physical distancing is to be observed and signified 
by signs, tape, or other means. Masses offered indoors will 
be limited in attendance, depending on the guidelines set by 
public authorities. Seating for the assembly: Mindful of the 
imposed allowed limitations and the physical layout of the 
church, parishes should clearly designate where seating is 
permitted. Those living in the same household may sit togeth-
er without distancing

For the distribution of Holy Communion, new 
patterns of approaching the altar might need to be config-
ured to better allow for proper distancing.

To the extent possible, those in line for Holy Com-
munion should maintain a 6’ distance between each other 
and those in the pews.

To the extent possible, the priest and ministers should 
remain 6’ apart from each other.

Cloth face coverings (masks) are to be worn by 
everyone approaching church and inside church (except 
for those under 2 years old).
 . The priest celebrant and other ministers need not 
wear masks or gloves during the liturgy given they are more 
than 6’ from the assembly during Mass.

Collection Baskets should not be passed from per-
son to person. Other collection points (e.g. boxes) suitable 
for the faithful to drop in their offerings should be provided.

Holy Water and Baptismal fonts remain empty.
Health experts indicate that singing produces 

6-10x more droplets from our mouths than recitation.
Keeping singing for the assembly to a minimum is advised
and the congregation should not remove their masks to
sing. If worship aids are produced, they are to be used for
only one Mass and then disposed of to avoid any possible
contamination.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
At the start of Mass, and again at the time of Com-

munion, the priest should explain how Holy Communion will 
be distributed.

Distribution of the Precious Blood to the faithful 
is suspended at this time, nor should the lay faithful re-
ceive by intinction.

Holy Communion may not be distributed with 
gloves, nor may it be received in the hand if someone is 
wearing a glove. Instead, proper and diligent hand hygiene 
should be observed before and after distributing and/or re-
ceiving Holy Communion.

The faithful should remove any masks and gloves 
as they approach the minster. If possible, the reverence 
and the verbal exchange could take place 6’ away.  Bow 
– “The Body of Christ” – “Amen” – then step forward to
receive.

The minister should take special care not to touch 
the faithful in any way (hand, tongue, etc.). If he does, he 
should pause, place the ciborium on the nearby table, sanitize 
his hands, and then proceed. It is not necessary to sanitize 
hands between each communicant unless physical contact is 
made.

Special provisions (such as those in need of low-glu-
ten hosts, those unable to receive even low-gluten hosts, and 
Holy Communion to the homebound) should receive particu-
lar consideration from pastors.

If the celebrant of the Mass is in a higher-risk group, 
a different priest, deacon, or an Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion may distribute the Eucharist.
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