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A group of Catholics represented the Archdiocese of Detroit at the Poor People’s March in Washington, D.C. in 
August 1963.  It was during this demonstration that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. made his famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech that inspired and mobilized Americans in the national struggle for civil rights.

 The murder of yet another black American at the hands of a police officer 
haunts the hearts and minds of the country. The protests across the nation make 
clear the injustice of George Floyd’s killing and its roots in a long national history 
of racism, including contemporary patterns of police brutality. The violence that 
has broken out around some of these protests underscores the depth of anger and 
resentment in our communities. Such violence must be opposed and rejected. At a 
minimum, such acts detract from the important truth at the heart of these otherwise 
peaceful protests: Our country has not yet found—or built—the spiritual and practi-
cal resources necessary for overcoming racism.
 Catholics cannot be content to stand on the sidelines of this struggle. In the 
face of racism, Catholics must hunger for justice as we hunger for the Eucharist. 
The Gospel calls us, as we prepare for Communion, to “go first and be reconciled” 
(Mt 5:24) with our sisters and brothers. At this moment, when the Covid-19 pan-
demic has shown us the depth of our need for the sacraments and for community, 
this national outcry should lead Catholics, white Catholics especially, to conversion, 
repentance and reconciliation.

 Catholics are capable of mo-
bilizing and forming consciences on 
issues of national concern. Recent 
examples of such efforts include the 
Fortnight for Freedom and other cam-
paigns focused on religious liberty, the 
Catholic Day of Action for Immigrant 
Children protesting family separation 
policies at the border and the many 
ways the church organizes Catholics to 
work for the protection of the unborn. 
The resources devoted and public at-
tention given to those efforts should 
be a yardstick for how far Catholics 
have to go in committing themselves 
to working against racism.
 We must also ask what will 
make this moment—responding to the 
killings of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna 
Taylor and George Floyd, among so 
many others—different from 2017 or 
2015 or 2014 or 1992 or 1968. The 
need for racial justice is not new, nor 
are the cries of our black brothers and 
sisters, tired and angry. But perhaps the 
Holy Spirit is moving, in these days 
of Pentecost, to give us the strength 
to stay the course and work for last-
ing change. Catholics should be held 
to account six months from now and 
a year from now—and for our part in 
America, we ask to be—for what ac-
tions we have taken in response. Here 
are five ways to begin.
 Repentance: The church 
in the United States has been sadly 
complicit in the systemic injustices of 
white racism. (As a Jesuit writing this, 
I must acknowledge our own part in 
this history: American Jesuits and their 
institutions owned and sometimes sold 
enslaved people until 1838.) White 
Catholics have often ignored and mar-
ginalized the voices of Catholics of 
color calling for the church to listen 

Hunger for Justice
as we hunger for the Eucharist
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and respond to the needs of their communities. Catholic in-
stitutions have only just begun to acknowledge our part in the 
history of American racism, from slavery to Jim Crow, from 
housing segregation to police brutality. This work of memory 
must continue, it must be public and it must not shrink from 
hard truths. In order to be the Body of Christ, the Church 
must share in both the suffering and the repentance of all its 
members.
 Solidarity: Catholics do not need to invent new 
ways to fight racism. There is plenty of work already being 
done for racial justice. Yet many Catholics seem too timid to 
listen and collaborate with new movements, such as Black 
Lives Matter, that are leading today’s charge for justice. 
Bishops, pastors and lay leaders ought to make overtures to 
anti-racist activist groups present in their communities. In ad-
dition to showing solidarity in the work of organizing, Catho-
lics can also show economic solidarity by supporting black-
owned businesses in their own communities and through 
giving alms to organizations working for racial justice and 
ministries directly serving black Catholics.
 Presence: A previous generation of clergy and 
religious left us with iconic images of Catholics marching 
hand in hand with prominent civil rights leaders. Today, 
when images and videos of protests are shared more quickly 
and widely than ever, collars and habits have been sparse. 
Catholics, especially those whose presence and dress visibly 
symbolizes the Church, ought to attend protests in order to 
demonstrate the Church’s commitment.
 Formation: To ensure deep, lasting change, Cath-
olics will need to examine the ways we form consciences, 
especially in the work of education. Those in charge of in-
stitutions of formation, from seminaries to grammar schools, 
should examine curricula to see how the history and present 
reality of racism are addressed. Students formed by Catholic 
education should recognize racism both as an intrinsic evil 
and as a primary manifestation of social sin. The ability both 
to assess curricula and to educate students regarding these 
issues necessarily involves the presence of people of color in 
positions of responsibility and authority.
 Prayer: Prayer is one of the most effective modes 
of public witness Catholics possess. Catholics are united for 
various causes by novenas, processions, rosary campaigns 
and holy hours. It is no accident that these spiritual means, 
depending more on the grace of God than our own strength, 
bind us together and announce the Gospel of mercy and jus-
tice more effectively than proclamations of moral principles 
can alone. Catholic groups, starting with the bishops and na-
tional organizing networks, and continuing down to the local 
parish, should promote a campaign of prayer for healing from 
the sins of racism.

Hunger for Justice as the Eucharist
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Clergy, religious and lay people join hands on the Selma to Montgomery march, 1965 

 The demonstrations of the past two weeks have sent 
me back reflecting on my path through ministry.  Born in 
Detroit and raised just two blocks from Central Avenue’s 
black enclave, “separate” would best describe my earliest 
racial experience. A move to Dearborn while I was in the 
second grade was not promulgated by my parents seeking a 
white enclave as much as it was for my father to be close to  
his work at the Ford Rouge Plant and owning a home. I must 
admit that I for the longest time didn’t get the dog whistle 
slogan “Keep Dearborn Clean” as a racial cry for white su-
premacy.  It was the ‘50s and we were permitted to be naive.
 Some measure of racial consciousness dawned on 
me by the time I entered Cardinal Mooney Latin School.  
One of the great experiences of Mooney High was that, as a 
pre-seminary High School, it accepted students from across 
the five counties of Southeastern Michigan.  That gave me 
at Mooney High an incredible sampling of classmates, from 
exotic places such as Detroit’s East Side, and classmates like 
Allen Vigneron from Swan Creek and Chuck Dropiewski 
from Downriver.
 Seminary College was an even 
more exotic experience.  In ad-
dition to the diversity of my 
classmates, there was the re-
markable witness of the semi-
nary faculty.  Fr. Bill Cunningham was 

my social rights hero.  He also inspired my love of Harley 
Davidson Motorcycles.  In addition to “Wild Bill’s” leader-
ship there were a dozen or more of priest faculty members 
who each in their own way were resolutely committed to 
social justice and Church renewal. 
 So, this kid from an iconic racial suburb soon 
found himself swept up into the revolution of a nation and 
a Church in transition. In retrospect, I give my parents a lot 
of credit as they never expressed disapproval to my march-
ing in Civil Rights protests. They certainly must have un-
derstood that our family and the “czarna osoba” just two 
blocks away, and with whom my dad worked, had more in 
common than we had in differences.
 Sacred Heart Seminary at that time was replete 
with faculty members who were on the cutting edge of Civil 
Rights. In addition to Cunningham, there was Jerry Frazier, 
Bill Kienzle, Tom Hindsberg, and in his own bookish way, 
Ed Farrell.  With them, I marched and hunkered down as 
tanks rolled down Linwood outside my residence hall. I 
watched as the Sacred Heart Statue during the unrest follow-
ing the MKL assassination  got a black face – a white cover 
up – and then at the direction of Frank Canfield, the rector, 
got painted black again. I witnessed the first meeting of Fo-
cus/Hope in the seminary “back parlor”, as we called it.
 My seminary formation experience was crafted 
under the implicit approbation of Cardinal John Dearden, 
who understood that “the times, they we’re a changing.”  
The Second Vatican Council decree on the Constitution of 
the Church supplied all the theological underpinnings that 
were necessary for a seminarians’ participation in validat-
ing social/racial improvement. Somehow, it didn’t seem 
odd that there were no black faculty members or seminar-
ians at that time.  
 The seminary reinforced my love of urban life and 
parishes that had lost their luster to white flight. While at 
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Detroit’s St. Mary’s of Redford – a re-
markably integrated community – on 
24 hours notice, I found myself as the 
administrator of Presentation/Our Lady 
of Victory Parish, one of the Archdio-
ceses’ oldest African/American con-
gregation. (It had two names because 
it had once had separate buildings for 
white and black Catholics.) While there 
I was “adopted” by Bishop Moses An-
derson, who taught me much about the 
diversity of the African Catholic cul-
ture.  Somehow that emboldened me to 
take on the balancing act of being the 
pastor of this parish where two realities 
– urban and suburban – met. That was 
augmented by another great learning 
experience that had been forged by Ed 
Scheuerman at St. Martin of Tours Par-
ish where this was boldly posted above 
the entry to the church: “Christ is alive 
and living in Jefferson/Chalmers.” 
 All of this is to say that the sum 
of my life has been somehow reacting 
to and looking for a remedy of what 
Pope John Paul II called “the persistent 
and destructive evil of racism.” On a 
personal level I realize that I have hard-
ly budged the needle in creating a more 
perfect union, or parish. The dream 
of Dr. King and all who marched and 
worked with him has not yet fully be-
come a reality for many in our country 
I am feeling nostalgic about all those 
clergy who fought the good fight, I miss 
not seeing the presence of my Church 
out in the forefront.  But then, there is 
the Bishop of El Paso . . .

 So let us pray: God of jus-
tice, give us the courage to admit our 
sins and failings. Give us the freedom 
to seek your mercy and reconciliation 
with our brothers and sisters. And give 
us the strength to continue crying out to 
you for the healing of our nation until it 
fulfills its commitment to recognize that 
you have created all people equal.
Editorial from the June 1, 2020 issue of 

America Magazine.

Hunger for Justice and Eucharist
Concluded from page two...

 This Sunday on the Church’s calendar is designated as the Solemnity of 
the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  I think we are familiar with the older 
Latin version of the name: Corpus Christi, now perhaps a little more completely as 
Corpus et Sanguis Christi.  
 In my young, pre-Vatican II days, I still remember when this feast (without 
the “sanguis”) was celebrated on a Thursday.  A very solemn Eucharistic devo-
tional ceremony took place in the evening (but not a mass because the old fasting-
from-midnight would have been too long and potentially dangerous).  Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament was at the center of the event – with the special addition 
of a glorious procession with the monstrance under a canopy.  The procession made 
its way around the entire inside perimeter of the church, stopping at each side altar 
for prayers and songs along the way before returning to the main altar for bene-
diction.  Classically, such a procession would be held outdoors and wind its way 
through the streets of the parish, stopping at makeshift altars at designated homes 
at the four corners of the church’s geographical territory. (Mine was an ethnic par-
ish which had no geographical borders; thusly we just circled the compass from 
the interior confines of the church.)  In recent years, I believe Archbishop Vigneron 
has tried to go back to olden practices by having an outdoor procession around the 
campus of the Cathedral.  As of this writing, I don’t know what his plans are for 
this emerging-from-quarantine year.
 But let’s look deeper.  What does this Solemnity actually celebrate?
The simple answer is – the belief in the true presence of Christ – body, blood, soul, 
and divinity – in the consecrated elements that had once been bread and wine.  Do 
we still believe this?  Absolutely, but . . . there’s more!  How can there be more?  
Isn’t this the be-all and end-all of our faith?
 The Real Presence of Jesus is a central tenet of our faith as Catholics; 
it deals with the “what” of the sacrament.  But there are at least two more ques-
tions that are important for us to consider for the sake of our present and eternal 
life.  One is “how” Christ is present.  Classically, in our clinical, Greek-inspired 
philosophical, dissecting, defining mode, we would answer with the word “tran-
substantiation.” Christians have been divided and fought over this “how” for more 
than 500 years.  Personally I know very few Catholics who can explain to any great 
extent what transubstantiation means other than “it’s what we believe and they 
don’t”, or “it says we have the real Jesus, and they don’t.”
 So we’ve spent so much energy over centuries on the “how”, that we’ve 
rarely gotten to the much more important question of “why?”.  Why did Jesus give 
Himself to us in the Eucharist?  Why is He really present?  When He commanded 
at the Last Supper to “do this in memory of me” – do what?  A ritual prayer?  Or do 
something else, or more?
 For the beginning of an answer, I would like to return to my new favorite 
quarantine theme: the Domestic Church.  If you have been taking full religious ad-
vantage of this extraordinary opportunity that fasting from Eucharist in the church 
has offered, I hope you have expanded and intensified your deep experience of the 
Real Presence of Christ in your home!  Have you met Him in your shared meals? 
Have you met Him in your family’s communicating with one another?  Have you 
met Him in how you are treating and loving one another?  If not, I think we’ve 
missed the answer to “why” Jesus told us what to do at the Last Supper.  And I 
sincerely hope that with the lightening of the quarantine and the return to church 
for mass does not leave us with a sigh of relief that “we’re done with that.”  What a 
spiritual waste of the quarantine that would be!  I’m hoping that a revitalization of 
the Domestic Church will become central to living our faith in the “new normal”.  
And a revitalized Domestic Church will renew the larger ecclesial communion in 
turn.  As Rev. Al Sharpton might say, “Recognize that it is the season; recognize 
that it is the time!”
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
  Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri
Dr. Norah Duncan IV – on hiatus

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
       Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
       Sunday - 10:00 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

•	 Donations to our church have 
never been so easy!

•	 Give tithes and offerings from your 
smartphone

•	 Donate anytime, anywhere
•	 Track your donations
•	 Make us your home church 

on Givelify 
•	 Free to download and use

givelify.com/app

   
 Speaking of Al Sharpton and the Corpus Christi topic of communion . . . I 
was struck by how many connections to this Corpus Christi theme have been pres-
ent in the civil unrest and funeral services surrounding the death of George Floyd.  
 And no matter your judgments about the people and situations involved in 
all this, I have one practical prayer suggestion.  Get a count-down timer and set it 
for 8 minutes: 49 seconds.  Start.  For the first minute, just slowly and deliberately 
breathe in deep – and then slowly and deliberately exhale.  Repeat.  Meditate about 
everything you are allowing/taking in.  Meditate on everything you want to expel.  
Then spend some of the time reflecting on the range of meaning of communion: 
human, and what it means in the mind of God.  And when the end of the time is 
signaled, pray a prayer of hope that you are more in communion with the Body and 
Blood of Christ than when you started.  Amen.

   
 Then, next Sunday is Father’s Day and the first return to the green Sundays 
(we pick up with the 12th) of Ordinary Time.  My dad returned to full and eternal 
communion with the Lord on June 19th, 35 years ago.  So please join me in praying 
for all our dads of happy memory, as well as for all our beloved ones who are very 
much still with us. Chuck Dropiewski
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Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 
Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann 
Sullivan Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Jeanne Noto, David 
Schumacker, Matthew Elias, George 
Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Darby O’Toole, 
Anna Noto Billings, Vilma Marone, 
Eileen O’Brien, Martha Luna, Liz 
Linne, Donna Barnes, Alexandra 
Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, Frank 
Gregory, Alex Billiu, Gladys Bogos, 
Wayne Wallrich, Jerry Hansen, Jackie 
Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, Denise 
DiBiancha, Valerie Dryden, Angela 
Stack, Maria Simcina, Tony Macksoud, 
Albina Checki, Brian Tague, the 
Capuchin friars under quarantine 
and those suffering and hospitalized 
worldwide with COVID-19.

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish  
requires a minimum of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, June 7, 2020
in envelopes we received .............  $11,776.00
in the loose collection ................................... 0
in electronic donations .................... $3,801.00
for a total of ................................... $15,577.00
Over budget for the week...............$5,477.00
Number of envelopes mailed  ................... 782
Number of envelopes used  ......................... 45

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Scriptures for the 11th 
Week in Ordinary Time

June 15
1 Kgs 21: 1-16
Ps 5: 2-3b, 4b-7
Mt 5: 38-42
June 16
1 Kgs 21: 17-29
Ps 51: 3-6b, 11, 16
Mt 5: 43-48
June 17
1 Kgs 2: 6-14
Ps 31: 20-21, 24
Mt 6: 1-6, 16-18
June 18
Sir 48: 1-14
Ps 97: 1-7
Mt 6: 7-15
June 19
Dt 7: 6-11
Ps 103: 1-4, 8, 10
1 Jn 4: 7-16
Mt 5: 27-32
June 20
2 Chr 24: 17-25
Ps 89: 4-5, 29-34
Lk 2: 41-51
June 21
Jer 20: 10-13
Ps 69: 8-10, 17, 33-35
Rom 5: 12-15
Mt 7: 1-5

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
June 15
 Weekday 11th week of Ordinary Time
June 16
 Weekday 11th week in Ordinary Time
June 17
 Weekday 11th Week in Ordinary Time 
June 18
 Weekday 11th Week in Ordinary Time
June 19 
 Thre Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
June 20
 Immaculate Heart of  the B.V. Mary 
4:00 p.m. Mass  – 12th Week in Ordinary Time
June 21
10:00 a.m. Mass –12th Week in Ordinary Time

•Web broadcast of Mass from 
St. Ambrose will begin at 8:00 a.m.  

and will be accessible throughout the day. 

The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. We will continue to tape the 
4:00 masses for broadcast the next day.  We will open that mass to a congre-

gation of 25% of the building’s capacity - roughly 150 persons. 
Face masks and social distancing will be required.  

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays here at St. 
Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning.  Again, we can only 

allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity - 150 persons - 
and face masks and social distancing will be required.  

View Saturday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive on 
youtube. stambrosechurch.netstarting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.

12th Sunday in Ordinary

Spending Spotlight
 The collection of flame colored 
Bromeliads which decorated the 
sanctuary on Pentecost were grown for 
us in a greenhouse in Lansing.  They are 
hearty tropical plants that should give 
us weeks of enjoyment. The cost was 
$580.94. Greenhouses were one of the 
industries hard hit by the quarantine.

Our Dead
 The woman who always had a 
smile for everyone and a cookie cutter 
shaped for every occasion, Elizabeth 
(Betty) Greenia died on June 8 at age 
91. She was one of five children born 
in Detroit to Joseph and Marie (Motz) 
White.  
 Betty worked in the Detroit 
Public Library System. While a mem-
ber of the Third Order of St. Francis, 
she met Maurice Greenia at a prayer 
meeting at St. Bonaventure Monastery. 
They married and settled in St. Mar-
tin’s Parish where their nine kids be-
came the magnet for most of the other 
kids in the parish.  Betty was the “go-to 
mom” for many and there were always 
desserts to be found in her kitchen. Her 
patience for her husband’s home sci-
ence projects was remarkable. 
 She and Maurice wholeheart-
edly involved themselves in the life of 
St. Martin’s and that carried over to St. 
Ambrose.  Betty’s abiding faith saw her 
through a series of illnesses  – she was 
an early survivor of Covid 19. Betty was 
ushered through death’s door sustained 
by the Sacraments of Holy Anointing 
and the Eucharist.
 Betty is survived by her hus-
band, Maurice and her children: Mau-
rice Jr., Thomas, Dennis, Patricia, Mat-
thew, Timothy, Michael, Joseph and 
Margaret.  She is the grandmother of 
nine and the great-grandmother of two.
Preceding her are her brothers, Joseph 
White, Dennis White, her sister, Mary, 
and her twin, Patricia White. 
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Photos by Larry Peplin. For a complete set  
of pictures visit facebook.com/stambroseparishPentecost 2020

TOP: The Baptism of Holly Mc-
Guffin - Julio Mallow looks on.
MIDDLE: Confirmation.  
From left to right are 1. William 

 Mallow II, 2. Christopher Mallow, 
3. Julio Mallow, 4. Proxy-
William Mallow, 5. Sponsor Dory
Schmidt,  6. Josh Mallow, 7.
Proxy - Lindsey Briggs, 8. Holly
McGuffin, 9. Charles
Dropiewski, 10. Fr. Pelc, 11.
Madeline Lamb, 12. Dr. Steve
McGraw.
BOTTOM: Bishop Walter Hurley 
celebrates his 55th anniversary 
of Ordination with members of 
his family present.

Bishop Hurley’s family, left to right, are Cheryl Nelson (niece), Eileen Godin (sister), Annette Burt (sister), David Nelson (nephew)
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