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| had two fathers when 

I was growing up. 

I know that sounds 

strange. The fact is, my birth 
father, William, was killed in 

a car accident just before I re- 
ceived my First Holy Commu- 

nion. My mother remarried a 

friend of my father some years 

later. Both my dad and Charlie 
were World War II veterans; 

one was a Presbyterian, the 
other a Catholic. 

But it’s interesting to 
think about how innocently 

people back then would have 
thought about my opening 
statement. My father, and later 

Charlie, could never imagine 

the changes that the Ameri- 

can family would undergo in 

the coming decades. We have 
witnessed an explosion in a 

number of problems such as 
divorce, fatherlessness, out- 
of-wedlock births, and abuse. 

And we have seen our society 

accept a “redefinition” of mar- 

riage. 

Much has changed. But one thing has not changed 

and will not change: the need of a child for a stable family 
life, ideally with both father and mother. 

Rightly so, there’s a lot of focus on the Church’s 

teaching about contraception, abortion and euthanasia. But 
Catholic teaching also has much to say about life, love and 
family, We read in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, for 
example, that “the Christian home is the place where children 

receive the first proclamation of the faith. For this reason, the 
family home is rightly called ‘the domestic church,’ a com- 
munity of grace and prayer, a school of human virtues, and of 

Christian charity” (CCC, 1666). 

It’s all in the interest of the child, especially her or his 

spiritual good. 

_— 

The Powerful Witness 

of Fatherhood 

  

Granted, there are situa- 
tions where some families 

will be without a father such 

as in our case, when we tragi- 

cally lost our dad. 

But we should all be striv- 

ing to support the ideal: the 
presence of a loving mother 

and a loving father who not 
only give support to one an- 

other in rearing their chil- 

dren, but also provide the 

role models necessary so 
their children know what it 
means to be a good father 

and a good mother. 

After all, we wouldn’t ex- 

pect young men and young 

women to have to take a spe- 

cial course in parenthood in 

high school or college. And 

we wouldn’t expect pre- 

Cana to be able to provide a 
crash course in fatherhood or 

motherhood to a prospective 
groom or bride. Like the faith 

itself, parenthood is some- 

thing “more caught than 

taught,” something a child 
learns about by the witness given by his or her own mom or 

dad. 

Much of what is important about being a father can 
be summed up by something Pope Francis said during an au- 
dience in 2015. Families can be “fatherless” even if the father 

is alive. How? When a father is consumed by his work and 
makes no time for play and family time, Francis said. 

Children, the pope said, “are orphaned in the family, 
because their fathers are often absent, also physically from the 
home, but above all because when they are present, they do 

not behave like fathers. They do not converse with their chil- 

dren. They do not fulfill their role as educators. They do not 
set their children a good example with their words, principles, 

values, those rules of life which they need like bread.” 
Continued on page 2
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Witness of Fatherhood 
continued from page | 
  

What potential children have, and how enhanced that 

potential can be ifa father takes the words of the Holy Father 
seriously, 

We in the Church have spoken much over the past 

few years of the apparent decline in belief in the Real Pres- 

ence of Jesus Christ im the Eucharist. We would not be exag- 
gerating too much if we say that a father’s “real presence” in 

his family would do wonders in helping your Catholics be 
more attuned to the Real Presence of Christ in our midst. A 
loving father is a wonderful aid to a child’s belief in a loving 
Father-Creator. 

A dad has many opportunities to witness the faith to 

his children. If he lives according to the Catholic faith, the 

children are likely to do likewise throughout their lives. Even 
if they fall away from the faith at some point, they will have 
a reference point and a compass for the times when they find 

themselves in difficulty and are searching. 

What a difference it will make later in life if a father 

has taken his children to Mass and to confession. Of if a fa- 

ther has tempered his emotions in a tense moment, whether 

at home or outside, rather than “blowing up” in anger Or if 

a child can see that his father was wronged in some way and 

yet forgives generously. 

Fathers, our society and our Church are undergoing 

crises. You have the power to change the course of things, 

beginning with the children God has entrusted to you! 

Bishop Robert Red is an auxiliary bishop in the 
Archdiocese of Boston. From the June/July/August 2020 

issue of Catholic Digest. Front page photo by David Peters 
on Unsplash.com. 

Vincentian Reflections 
In the Gospel today, we hear Jesus say: “Everyone 

who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge be- 

fore my heavenly Father.’ When we help those in need we 

bring them hope and hope is gift we all need. If you know a 

family who needs assistance, please contact the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul Conference through the Rectory. 

This has been an unusually quiet time for our St. 

Vincent dePaul chapter — with few requests coming in for as- 

sistance. The reason seems to be that the Federal Stimulus 

Checks coupled with utility companies’ decisions not to dis- 

connect customers during the pandemic are tiding stressed 

families over for the present. But these benefits will not last. 

Our SVdP Conference anticipates a deluge of requests 
mid-Summer and probably into the Fall. If you have not been 

adversely hit economically during the shut-down — or if you 

received your Government check and honestly don’t need it — 

consider gifting the whole, or part of it, to households who do 

need it through the aegis of the St. Vincent dePaul Society.   

Welcome back! 
Public Masses have resumed in our Archdio- 

cese. As the hymn says: It’s good Lord to be here! Even 

in a restricted way. 

The Covid Pandemic is very real, and there are 

certain risks inherent in worship settings. Knowing 

that, our Archbishop dispenses us from the obliga- 
tion of mass attendance through September 6. 

At any time, should you be rmning a fever or in 

contact with another person who has Covid, out 

of justice, you must avoid contact with others and 

stay home from mass. 

Out of caution, a number of healthy parishioners 

will continue to self-quarantine. For them we will 

provide Sunday on-line Mass as long as there are 
enough viewers to warrant it. For those who attend 
mass in person, here is what to expect. 

First of all, an altered schedule. The 4 p.m. Satur- 

day mass will be recorded for broadcast on Sunday 

at 8 a.m. on our Facebook page and website stam- 
brosechurch.net. This will be an open taping if you 
would like to attend. 

There will be only one Sunday mass at 10 a.m. 

Entrance for all masses will be through the ARK 
doors, where your temperature will be checked and 

facemasks will be distributed if you do not have a 
personal one. Gloves should be worn at all times. 

The plaza will be marked with six-foot distancing 
marks, please observe them. 

As happy as we are to see you again and you are to 
see your fellow parishioners, we remind you that 

socializing before (and after) mass is disallowed 

for the time being. Chat from behind your mask, 
but no hugging and kissing! 

The capacity of our church building is limited to 

150 persons. That number will increase as the epi- 
demic dies down. Every other row will be roped 
off, so you may not be able to sit in your “usual 

spot.” Be flexible. 

Participate as fully as you can, but don’t remove 

your mask to speak or sing. 

Be prepared for a different pattern for receiving 

Holy Communion. 

After Mass, you will be asked to exit the building 
row by row from the back. 

We're all a little nervous with the medical risks 

we are taking. Our practices will get less awkward and 

safer as the weeks go on. See you in church or elec- 

tronically! 
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Au 
hings 
onsidered 

According to the Catholic En- 
cyclopedia, “The word ‘Father’ is used 
in the New Testament to mean a teacher 
of spiritual things, by whose means the 
soul of others 1s born again into the 
likeness of Christ.” 

Initially this term was used to 
denote any teacher who fought for and 
maintained the faith of the early Church 
in accord with what the Apostles 
taught. 

Over time this term became 
more focused and the Church singled 
out specific “heavy hitter theologians” 
whose teaching greatly influenced the 
growth of Christianity. These men are 
recognized as the “Great Church Fa- 
thers of Western Christianity” — Am- 
brose, Jerome, Augustine and Pope 
Gregory the Great. 

These four Fathers all met the cri- 
teria. 1. They were from antiquity; 2. 
They exhibited doctrinal orthodoxy; 
3. They showed personal sanctity; and 
4. They won the approval by the wider 
Church. The “father’s list” was closed 
at the beginning of the 7" century. 

These ancient Church Fathers 
stand as foundational pillars who al- 
ways point back to Jesus Christ and 
give us an example what it means to be 
a Christian. 

Even though the category is not 
accepting any new candidates, I think 
we will always have Church Fathers 
who rise out of the history of any age. 

The photo on this page was 
broomed from last week’s bulletin due 
to lack of space. But as I was preparing 
to discard it, it struck me that the Fa- 

thers in this picture really fit the criteria 
of old. This photo is of a cleric of dis- 
puted identity on the left, next to Fr. Jim 
Sheehan, first director of the Archdioc- 

esan Race Relations office. Under the 
sign 1s Bishop Joe Schoenherr, rector of 
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral and at the 

far right is Fr. Ray Ellis, the pastor of 
the fabled ‘Ceceliaville’ in Detroit. 

They were in Washington 
in 1968 as part of the Poor People’s 
March. It was organized by Martin Lu- 
ther King, Jr. and carried out in the wake 
of his assassination. After presenting 
an organized set of demands to Con- 
gress, participants set up a 3,000-per- 
son protest camp on the Washington 
Mall, where they stayed for six weeks. 

The Catholic Church’s Social 
Gospel was already well established by 
the 1960s (see Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum 
Nocarum: Pope Pius XI Humani Ge- 
neris; Pope Pius XII’s Summi Pontifi- 
catus,; and Pope John XXHI’s Pacem in 
Terris). 

Catholic social teaching af- 
firms matters of human dignity and the 
common good in society. It addresses 
oppression; the proper role of the state; 
subsidiarity; social organization; con- 
cern for social justice; and issues of 
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unequal wealth distribution. In the so- 
cially volatile climate of the ‘60s, the 
Catholic Church in this country strug- 
gled mightily over segregation. Out 
of that struggle came the fortitude of 
those who were willing to risk much 
for what they knew to be a moral cause. 

To be sure, there were “Church 

Mothers,” too. Religious communities 
of women and scores of lay women 
also took up the cause. (Think: Viola 
Liuzzo and Eleanor Josaitis.) But on 
this Father’s Day 2020, my thoughts go 

  

to those brave men who left the safety 
of their pulpits and took the Gospel into 
the streets of the nation. It’s one thing 
to preach justice and human dignity, 
it’s quite another to give example to 
that by putting your body on the line. 
Thanks be to God for them and to those 
who are doing it again today. 

KOK 

One of the most respected tal- 
ents in the African/American musical 
community 1s Norah Duncan IV. He 
has played the Vatican and the Apollo. 
In the academic world, he serves as the 

Chair of the Department of Music at 
Wayne State University. 

While under quarantine, Dr. 
Duncan has used his time creatively. 
This past weekend he, along with the 
College Music Society of Detroit, aired 
a concert of American art songs, which 
reflected on what we are experiencing 
at this time in our lives. 

Four of Dr. Duncan’s faculty 

JOBS: 
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members from Wayne State performed 
along with him. 

Of special note were two of 
Norah’s new works — “Didn’t My 
Lord Deliver Daniel” and “City Called 
Heaven” You can access the concert 
that this link: https://www.youtube. 
com/watch?v—0hleXQIR1IK8 

If you are in a hurry, you 
can find Norah’s works at the follow- 
ing places in the recording: “Daniel” 
(18.14) and “City” (57.45). Prayerful “toni nol 
listening! TRP
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A Coronavirus Prayer 

Jesus Christ, you traveled through 
towns and villages “curing every dis- 
ease and illness.” At your command, 
the sick were made well. Come to our 
aid now, in the midst of the global 
spread of the coronavirus, that we may 
experience your healing love. 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. 
May they regain their strength and 
health through quality medical care. 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents 
nations from working together and 
neighbors from helping one another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can 
make us claim invulnerability to a 
disease that knows no borders. 

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our 

side in this time of uncertainty and 

sorrow. Be with those who have died 

from the virus. May they be at rest 

with you in your eternal peace. 

Be with the families of those who are 

sick or have died. As they worry and 

grieve, defend them from illness and 

despair. May they know your peace. 

Be with the doctors, nurses, research- 

ers and all medical professionals who 

seek to heal and help those affected 

and who put themselves at risk in the 

process. May they know your protec- 
tion and peace. 

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give 

them the foresight to act with charity 

and true concern for the well-being 

of the people they are meant to serve. 
May they know your peace, as they 

work together to achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, 

surrounded by many people suffering 

from this illness or only a few, Jesus 

Christ, stay with us as we endure and 
mourn, persist and prepare. In place of 

our anxiety, give us your peace. 

Jesus Christ, heal us. 

Faith Formation Station 
“God our Father, we give you thanks and praise for fathers young and old. We 

pray for young fathers, newly embracing their vocation; May they find the courage and 

perseverance to balance work, family and faith in joy and sacrifice. We pray for our own 

fathers who have supported and challenged us; May they continue to lead in strong and 

gentle ways. We remember fathers around the world whose children are lost or suffering; 

May they know that the God of compassion walks with them in their sorrow. We pray for 

men who are not fathers but still mentor or guide us with fatherly love and advice. We 

remember fathers, grandfathers and great-grandfathers who are no longer with us but 

who live forever in our memory and nourish us with their love. Amen” 

This year is my first Father’s Day without my dad. My father passed away 
last June after a long battle with heart disease and time at home on hospice. It just 
won't be the same this year without him. My dad was a man of few words. Perhaps 
it was because he was a stutterer. Perhaps 1t was because his mind was too full and 
far ahead to process it all through speech. He was, however, a man with a voice —a 
man who liked to tell stories...some of them inappropriate at times and so many of 
them told over and over again becoming his signature tall tales. 

He loved recalling the mischief and antics of his Catholic school and col- 
lege days. He also liked to retell stories of our childhood — shared stories of laugh- 
ter and embarrassment. For a quiet guy my dad loved words: he could pull random 
Shakespeare quotes out of his back pocket, he raced my mom nightly to answer 
Jeopardy trivia questions, he coined many an adage (famous among them “life is 
full of choices”), and he was known to unexpectedly belt out a Peter Paul and Mary 
tune — all the while giving a history lesson on the lyrics. 

In one way or another we all share our voice with the world. In one way 
or another we all live on to tell stories about the people we love and lose— recalling 
the essence we individually experience and hold on to. We pass these stories on 
and down — and the people we love and lose are always there at the heart of them. 

I always embedded a quote in my high school papers and college essays 
and I still leave one in my hand-written letters and church bulletin articles today. 
This is part of my voice — something I know my dad helped place there. These 
quotes are not just copied choice words, they are a unique reflection of another 
person’s essence — their service to the world. 

My dad’s voice — his service to the world — was as a husband, a father, and 

a doctor who cared deeply for the sick and the dying. He told me once that if he 
hadn’t been a doctor he would have been a writer. I never got a chance to read his 
writings lost in my parents’ basement flood and I dream of the book he may have 
written about his ministry as an oncologist if he had lived long enough to put it down 
into words, but I know without a doubt his voice will live on through my family’s 
stories and our lives lived and remembered — and maybe even quoted one day. 

This past Friday was the Feast of the Sacred Heart: a solemnity in the li- 
turgical calendar with a devotion to the Sacred heart of Jesus. Catholic devotions 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus represent the actual heart of Jesus’ love for us and for 
all of humanity. Take care of your hearts this month, nurture your love for one an- 
other, send a message of love to a distant grandfather, uncle, or male role model in 
your life, perhaps share with them how their voice matters in your life. Remember 
to say a prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus: “Sacred heart of Jesus, today I wish 
to live in you, in your grace, in which I desire at all costs to persevere. Keep me 
from sin and strengthen my will by helping me to keep watch over my senses, my 
imagination and my heart. Amen.”
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Faith Formation Station, continued 

GENERAL PROGRAM NOTES: The catechists and I keep our religious education 
families in our prayers. I continue to attend webinars and meetings with the AOD 
and other faith formation directors in our SERF Vicariate. We are working collab- 
oratively on a virtual VBS playbook and sharing ideas and plans for the upcoming 
faith formation year. Feel free to email me if you have any questions, concerns, or 
are looking for specific resources for your children. Check out the parish website 
for a video slideshow celebration of our 2019-2020 faith formation year. 

FIRST EUCHARIST FAMILIES: A letter with several options for scheduling First 
Holy Communion was mailed and emailed to all families. Please submit your reply. 

CONFIRMATION FAMILIES: Students can use the summer months to complete 
the information in their Confirmation Packet: Saint’s name report, sponsor biogra- 
phy, service reflection sheets, interview questions, Holy Spirit prayer, etc. We are 
exploring retreat and service options and will be in touch with you once we are able 
to schedule events. 

Kelly Woolums 

Goes to Video 

Revolution 
of the Heart 

BU sl Blenelg eh mB nmol alaY 

Martin Dobimeier 

  
REVOLUTION OF THE HEART: The Dorothy Day Story, a 

film by Martin Doblmeier, takes us through Dorothy Day's journey 
from young, communist journalist, to her awakening as co-founder 
of The Catholic Worker newspaper and “houses of hospitality,” 
sheltering and feeding New York City’s homeless during the Great 
Depression. The documentary is a portrait of a selfless woman 
who followed her heart to better the lives of those less fortunate. 
REVOLUTION OF THE HEART includes rare archival photographs 
and film footage, plus interviews with actor/activist Martin Sheen, 
theologian Cornel West, popular author Joan Chittister, Jim Wallis 
of Sojourners and many others. 

You can watch this film for free in Its entirety on the PBS website at 
pbs.org/video/revolution-of-the-heart-the-dorothy-day-story-lwz697/ 

  

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri 

Dr. Norah Duncan IV — on hiatus 
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 

Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net       

  
    

E-Donations 
St. Ambrose Parish is equipped 

to make electronic transfers from 

your checking account or credit card 

on our website. Christian Financial 

Credit Union brings parishioners and 

friends the ability to make an electronic 

contribution to St. Ambrose on aregular 

or one-time basis. 

Your checking account or 

credit card may be used to make a 

single donation; or you may set up 

automatic weekly, monthly or quarterly 

contributions on a schedule. This 

solution is not meant to replace the 

current envelope method of collection, 

but instead to provide an additional 

alternative for those who might prefer to 

make their contributions electronically. 

We hope this additional 

financial service allows you another 

way to manage your stewardship to St. 

Ambrose. Visit stambrosechurch.net for 

more information on electronic giving.
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Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week 
June 22 

St. Paulinus of Nola, bishop 

Sts. John Fisher & Thomas More, martyrs 

June 23 

Weekday 12" week in Ordinary Time 

June 24 

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

June 25 

Weekday 12 week ihn Ordinary Time 

June 26 

Weekday 12th week in Oesinaet Time 

June 27 

St. Cyril of Alexandria, bishop & doctor 

4:00 p.m. Mass — 13 Week in Ordinary Time 

June 28 

10:00 a.m. Mass —13" Week in Ordinary Time 

*Web broadcast of Mass from 
St. Ambrose will begin at 8:00 a.m. 

and will be accessible throughout the day. 

Spending Spotlight 
We thought that we would be 

able to leave the church building open 
for prayer and unattended, but that was 
not such a wise idea. Guard services 
for those “open house Sundays” and 
personnel to screen those coming to 
mass ran us $1,045 from the middle of 
May until last weekend. 

Scriptures for the 12" 
Week in Ordinary Time 

June 22 

2 Kgs 17: 5-8, 13-15a, 18 
Ps 60: 3-5, 12-13 

Mt 7: 1-5 

June 23 

2 Kgs 19: m9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36 

Ps 48: 2-4, 10-11 

Mt 7: 6, 12-14 

June 24 

Is 49: 1-6 
Ps 139: 1b-3, 13-14 

Acts 13: 22-26 

Lk 1: 57-66, 80 

June 25 

2 Kgs 24: 8-17 
Ps 79: Ib-5, 8-9 

Mt 7: 21-29 
June 26 

2 Kgs 25: 1-12 

Ps 137: 1-6 

Mt 8: 1-4 

June 27 

Lam 2: 2, 1014, 18-19 
Ps 74: 1b-7, 20-21 

Mt 8: 5-17 

June 28 
2 Kgs 4: 8-11, 14-l6a 

Ps 89; 2-3, 16-19 
Rom 6: 3-4, 8-11 

Mt 10: 37-42 

  

  

7 3¢ Sunday in Ordinary “Cime 
The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. We will continue to tape the 

4:00 masses for broadcast the next day. We will open that mass to a congre- 

gation of 25% of the building’s capacity - roughly 150 persons. 

Face masks and social distancing will be required. 

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays here at St. 

Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning. Again, we can only 

allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity - 150 persons - 

and face masks and social distancing will be required. 

View Saturday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive on 

youtube. stambrosechurch.netstarting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 

requires a minimum Of.............0006. $10,100.00 

On Sunday, June 14, 2020 

in envelopes we received ............. $12,071.00 

in the loose collection ........0..0...0.0.. $257.00 

in electronic donations ...........0..0..... $4,091.00 

for a total Of... ceceeeeeeeeeee $16,419. 00 

Over budget for the week......... 0.0... $6,319.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ................... 782 

Number of envelopes used .........0.....008 45 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann 

Sullivan Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 

McKenna, Jeanne Noto, David 

Schumacker, Matthew Elias, George 

Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Darby O’ Toole, 

Anna Noto Billings, Vilma Marone, 

Eileen O’Brien, Martha Luna, Liz 

Linne, Donna Barnes, Alexandra 

Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, Frank 

Gregory, Alex Billiu, Gladys Bogos, 

Wayne Wallrich, Jerry Hansen, Jackie 

Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, Denise 

DiBiancha, Valerie Dryden, Angela 

Stack, Maria Simcina, Tony Macksoud, 

Albina Checki, Brian Tague, the 

Capuchin friars under quarantine 

and those suffering and hospitalized 

worldwide with COVID-19. 

Newman Connection 
We can believe what we choose. 

We are answerable for what we choose to 

believe. - Blessed John Henry Newman 

Choosing a college is one of the 

biggest decisions a student will make in 

his/her life. Some choose easily by go- 

ing to the college that is closest to their 

home or perhaps an alma mater of their 

parents. Some find it more challenging 

and weigh all of the options. Either way, 

The Catholic Newman Connection sup- 

ports students throughout this process by 

connecting them to the campus ministry 

of their chosen college, uniting with them 

in prayer, and helping them grow in their 

faith, creating a community of Catholic 

students nationwide. If you are headed to 

college, or are in college now, go to new- 

manconnetion.com. Get connected, unite 

in prayer, and grow in faith. 

The whole academic commu- 

nity 1s invited to participate in a program 

called “United in Prayer.” It’s a national 

network of Catholics praying together 

in unity for the benefit of Newman Cen- 

ters and Catholic Campus Ministries all 

across the country. United in Prayer is the 

platform on which our Newman Centers 

were founded. It is the very heart of their 

ministry. Heart Speaks to Heart. The net- 

work contains students, alumni, religious 

orders, chaplains, and lay supporters all 

united for one cause. 

Unite in prayer every Wednes- 

day at 7:00 p.m. and every Sunday eve- 

ning at 3:00. Log onto https://www.new- 

manconnection.com/
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Frequently Asked Questions About Family or Parishes Reorganization 
What is a Family of Parishes? 

Over the next two years, all parishes of the Archdiocese of 
Detroit will join other parishes in new groupings called “Families of Par- 

ishes.” Families of Parishes are groups of parishes, generally three to 
six, sharing resources to advance the mission. This new model will al- 

low the priests, deacons, and lay staff associated with each parish to 
better share their gifts and talents with the whole Family of Parishes. 

While the move to Families of Parishes has-been deemed 

necessary and appropriate by Archbishop Vigneron; the-specifics about 
how best to achieve this directive have not beén decided, A proposal 

has been drafted based on an initial assessmentiofour own circum= 
stances, combined with what has been learned’from other dioceses 

who have made similar structural changes. A phase of discernment and 
planning will take place from Pentecost through Advent of 2020, in- 

volving members of the presbyterate and laity committed to developing 
structures that serve our needs and advance our mission. 

This is a significant change of the way our parishes are cur- 
rently structured, but a necessary step in. our missionary transforma- 

tion. Just like the early Church and the missionary activity of the.early 
apostles, the transition to this-new structure will require docility to-the 
Holy Spirit, a spirit of collaboration and innovation, and confidence in 

God who continues to lead us in our mission to unleash the Gospel in 
southeast Michigan. 

What is the anticipated number of Families of Parishes? 
The exact number of Families will largely be determined through the 
discernment phase over the next few months. Based on what we've 

seen in other dioceses, and extrapolating to fit the size of our Archdio- 
cese, we would expect 60-80.Families.of Parishes, 

Who will develop the models and structures 

for the Families of Parishes? 
From June 2020 through December 2020, we will prayerfully 

discem the model and structltes for the Families of Parishes in the 
Archdiocese. Three teams comprised of priests and laity will work to 
further develop the Family of Parishes model for the Archdiocese of 
Detroit: Governance and Leadership, Mission Direct, and Mission Sup- 
port. 

The Governance and Leadership Team-is charged with de- 
veloping one model (or multiple models, if required) of governance for 
Families of Parishes. These models of governance will cover priests 

assigned to the Family of Parishes, parish pastoral councils, parish fi- 
nance councils, leadership teams, and a parish finance officer. This 

team is also charged with providing suggestions for necessary revi- 
sions to the priest assignment process in support of revised roles and 
responsibilities for priests in Families of Parishes. 

The Mission Direct Team is charged with developing one 
model (or multiple models if required) of administration in Families of 

Parishes for the functions that directly minister to the faithful, including 
but not limited to Directors of Religious Education, Youth Ministers, Mu- 

sic Ministers, and new parish staff positions to advance the mission. 
The Mission Support Team is charged with developing one 

model (or multiple models if required) of administration in Families of 

Parishes for the functions that support parish ministry to the faithful, 
including but not limited to Human Resources, Information Technology, 
Parish Finances, and maintenance. 

Will all parishes be required to join a Family of Parishes? 
The intention is that all parishes will join a Family of Parishes. 

In other dioceses, some very large parishes are not part of Families. 

While thatmay also be possible in the Archdiocese of Detroit, the dis- 
cemment and decision will be made by the vicars and Governance 

Team withrattéention given to the best interest of each community. 

Who will lead each Family of Parishes? What will happen to the 
other pastor/administrators in each Family? 

From Pentecost to Advent, a team of priests and Curia lead- 

ers will advise Archbishop Vigneron on the new governance and lead- 
ership structure for all the Families of Parishes in the Archdiocese. This 

time of discernment will include studying models other dioceses have 
used. There will be consultation with these dioceses about what has 

worked:and what-hasn't-worked. The goal is to establish a new struc- 
ture that allows for multiple priests to serve the Family of Parishes with 

their unique talents and experiences, creating a leadership and gover- 
nance structure that maximizes all our resources for mission. 

We know that roles will change for many priests. Based on 
conversations with other dioceses that have adopted similar models, 
we are confident that the structures adopted for Families of Parishes 

will make.the best use of our priests’ talents and charisms, allowing 
them to spend more.time focusing on the very important work for which 

they were-ordained: less focus on administration and more time minis- 
tering to the people of God. 

Does this mean my parish may close, merge, or cluster? 

Or that a worship site may close? 

A Family of Parishes is not the same as a cluster or merged 
parish. Rather, it is a group of individual parishes led by an intentionally- 

formed team to address and focus on mission. In our current model for 
merged or clustered parishes, one or two priests are responsible for 

multiple communities and.sites. Experience in our diocese and other 
dioceses has shown that this model is quite hard on the priests and ulti- 

mately leaves the parishioners feeling as if they do not have the support 
that they want and need from clergy. The Families of Parishes struc- 
ture, on the other hand, includes multiple priests and deacons, with the 

support of lay pastoral ministers and staff, serving a Family of Parishes 
under one leadership structure. This allows for greater collaboration 

and alignment to mission, better care of the faithful, and maximizing the 
use of our resources. 

As each Family discerns how to best align resources, they 
may decide to retain their separate identities and worship spaces. Oth- 

ers, after a careful and honest review of existing resources, may opt to 
close worship spaces or merge with partnering parishes. These deci- 
sions will be left to the discernment of that Family, with assistance from 

the Archdiocese of Detroit, guided by a complete focus on mission and 
the best interest of the entire community.


