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Denial ts Nothing New 
As the Spanish influenza epidemic was peaking in New York City in the fall of 

1918, the managing editor of the Brooklyn diocesan newspaper took note in his weekly 

column that “Catholic churches were closed on Sunday in twenty-one States for the first 

time since America was discovered.” Then he recounted a conversation he’d had with a 

local woman that same day: 

ibaned by bin Bishop o irae 

We asked a lady if she went to Mass in the morning; she promptly answered in 

the affirmative; but, said we, “weren’t you afraid of getting influenza?” “No,” said she, 

“but if I stayed away from church I would be afraid of getting it.” It was sound Catholic 

philosophy. 

Patrick Scanlan was two years into his fifty-one of running the Brooklyn Tablet, 

which built a national audience drawn to his combative style. He was eventually consid- 

ered the dean of the nation’s Catholic press—the loudest supporter of Fr. Charles Cough- 

lin when the radio preacher descended into his most obvious anti-Semitism in the late 

1930s, and also of Senator Joseph McCarthy during his rise and fall in the 1950s. 

That is, Scanlan made a career out of trafficking in the politics of resentment. 

There’s a glimpse of that in his objection to the temporary closings of churches during 

the extraordinary influenza outbreak: “To prohibit the people from congregating for a 

half hour or so on Sunday is to class the churches as a non-essential industry,” he wrote 

in an October 19, 1918 column. A century later, President Donald Trump spoke similarly 

when he said he would push governors to reopen churches immediately: “I’m correcting 

  

this injustice and calling houses 

of worship essential.” 

Fortunately, | Scanlan’s 

diocese has not followed suit dur- 

ing the coronavirus pandemic; of- 

ficials at the Diocese of Brooklyn 

say temporary church closings 

were unavoidable. “Though there 

are many who doubt and even 

publicly speak out against the 

decisions made to close churches 

and maintain social distancing, 

please know that decisions like 

these have not been taken light- 

ly,” Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio 

wrote in his 7ablet column. That 

was especially so for the Brook- 

lyn-Queens diocese, which 1s 
“literally at the epicenter of the 

crisis in New York City, which 1s 

the epicenter of the United States. 

We have had to resort to these 

desperate measures to prevent the 

further loss of life and spread of 

disease. Life 1s God’s great gift 

and we must protect it.” 

That is the heart of the 

matter; it’s a pro-life issue. No 

one is denying the need for reli- 

gious faith. Masses of New York- 

ers sought consolation in worship 

after the September 11, 2001 ter- 

rorist attack, and Catholic parish- 

es performed their role admirably. 

But as much as one also needs 

Mass and the sacraments in the 

midst of the coronavirus pandem- 

ic, aS Well as the sense of commu- 

nity and connectedness that the 

liturgy embodies, it would not be 

life-giving to risk other people’s 

lives for it. 

In the 1918 pandemic and 
Continued on page 2
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Dental is Nothing Mew 
continued from page 1 
  

now, dubious medical advice was used to buttress arguments 

that life can proceed without shutting down the places where 

large numbers of people gather. “The way to prevent your- 

self from getting it is to keep in good condition by going to 

bed early and rising early, sleeping with the windows opened, 

leading a regular life, eating regularly and simply, using cold 

water externally and internally several times during the day, 

and, above all things—taking long walks,” Scanlan wrote in 

his Tablet column, basing this on the work of the nineteenth- 

century German priest Sebastian Kneipp, a precursor of the 

naturopathic healing movement. 

But long walks and good hydration notwithstand- 

ing, even healthy young people such as soldiers were vulner- 

able to an epidemic that killed 675,000 people in the United 

States; Scanlan’s predecessor as editor had died of influenza- 

induced pneumonia during his military service in the first 

round in March. Since there was no flu vaccine or antibiotic 

to treat secondary infections, isolation and quarantine were 

key to the response most health officials mounted. 

Within two weeks of Scanlan’s column, the /ablet 

was telling another story in an unsigned editorial: 

It may be that our Catholic people are not really 

quite aware of the awful scourge that is upon us. One reason 

for our blessed state of ignorance is in the fact of the sane 

attitude of action of our Catholic authorities... Masses are 

curtailed—there are now no High Masses—and other ser- 

vices shortened. The authorities have been acting cautiously, 

sanely, afraid to spread undue alarm. In cemeteries there are 

delays of burials wisely unannounced. The esprit du corps 

has been admirable. Nevertheless, the scourge is upon us. 

Priests and nuns are dying. 

Still, the paper denounced the temporary closing of 

churches in Islip, a Long Island community then within the 

Brooklyn diocese, as “a disgraceful transaction.” 

In 1918, as now, there was a range of opinion on 

whether churches needed to be closed. “The order of the Health 

Department closing the doors of the churches has already cre- 

ated much unnecessary alarm among the people,” Cardinal 

James Gibbons of Baltimore told the Baltimore Sun. “It was 

wrong to close them. Going to church soothes and quiets the 
faithful and at the same time brings to them a feeling of tran- 

quility.” 

Bishop Thomas F. Hickey of Rochester, New York, 

wrote in a pastoral letter that “In recognition of the word of 

duly constituted authority, we obeyed,” and noted that, “Ac- 

cording to reports, our own city has suffered far less than 
other communities.” 

News of the epidemic was downplayed in most 

newspapers, where coverage of the frantic final weeks of the 

First World War dominated front pages. In the Boston Globe, 

the city’s decision to close churches played beneath the more 
shattering news that saloons could not offer bar service. 

“How Dry I Am’ to Be Tune in Boston,” the paper reported. 

“Churches and Bowling Allies Also Closed by Epidemic.” 

The Catholic newspaper in Los Angeles, The Tid- 

ings, declared that the decision to close churches there “was 

entirely unnecessary and ill-considered.... However serious 

it was, the acute distress evident in other cities did not show 

itself here.” 

Of course, it is likely that the measures LA authori- 

ties took had saved lives. A 2007 study found that closings of 

churches, theaters, schools, and other gathering places early 

in the 1918 pandemic reduced the peak death rates by half. 

It found that church closings were ordered in many cities, 

including Washington D.C., St. Louis, Seattle, Pittsburgh, 

Cincinnati, Cleveland, Indianapolis, Newark, New Orleans, 

and Philadelphia. 

New York City is conspicuously missing from this 

list; to Patrick Scanlan’s pleasure, the city’s Board of Health 

decided against closing schools or churches. The health com- 

missioner, Royal S. Copeland, focused on staggering busi- 

ness hours to reduce crowding on the subway. 

Opponents of the closings in other parts of the coun- 

try pointed to this frequently, since New York was known to 

have the premier public-health program. The 30,000 deaths 

suffered in New York fell short of a clear-cut success, but the 

rate compared favorably with other East Coast cities. Perhaps 

more important was that the city took early action to control 

shipping traffic. 

As the second phase of the influenza pandemic 

wound down in New York and the Great War drew to a close 
in Europe, it took women religious to warn Tablet readers 

that more was to come. “During the influenza epidemic we 

witnessed such scenes in our hospital as never before,” the 

Sisters of St. Joseph at St. John’s Hospital in Long Island 

City, Queens wrote. “Medical men warn us that we may have 

some new epidemic following the coming of many ships 

from the war-scarred zone of Europe. We have to do all in 

our power to have our hospitals ready. It was sound Catholic 

philosophy. 

By Paul Moses for the July/August 2020 issue of 

Commonweal magazine. He is an author and a contributing 

writer at Commonweal.
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“Keep Calm and Carry On” 

was a motivational poster produced 
by the British government in 1939 in 
preparation for World War II. The post- 
er was intended to raise the morale of 
the British public, threatened with pre- 
dicted mass air attacks on their island 
nation. Although 2.45 million copies 
were printed — and the Blitz did in fact 
happen — the poster was only rarely 
publicly displayed, with most of the 
copies ending up being recycled. . 

Evocative of the Victorian be- 
lief in British stoicism — the “stiff upper 
lip’, self-discipline, fortitude, and re- 
maining calm in adversity — the poster 
is a good motto for us getting through 
a stressful and dangerous time. This 
81-year-old advertising campaign has 
found its target audience — now. 

Carrying On tells us to con- 
tinuing celebrating our faith life and the 
sacraments. It also tells us to hold our 
parish family together in a time when 
the order of the day dictates keeping 
us apart. Today’s column enumerates 
some of the ways that we can Keep on 
Carrying On! 

# Our Kayaking the Canals of 
St. Ambrose excursion helps us appre- 
ciate our surroundings and gives us a 
way of salvaging what remains of the 
Summer. We sold out on the initial 
booking, but Detroit River Sports has 
rustled up more guides and boats. If in- 
terested, you have to let us know, now. 

& Co-ed Soccer returns under 
the aegis of the Catholic Youth Organi- 
zation with a team being formed of St. 
Clare and St. Ambrose kids. Practices 
start on Monday, August 17°. If your 
kids want to play or if you have ques- 
tions, email bconway@stclarem.org. 

& We’ve got two very nice al- 
ternatives when it comes to offering an 
at home Vacation Bible School. There 
is the Bolt program and then there is 

a weekly program put together by the 
Religious Education Directors of our 
Vicariate. Both are a clever ways of 
keeping kids connected with the faith 
through activities that do not require 
associating with other kids. Parents or 
grandparents should try them. 

@ We will be seeing some 
First Holy Communion celebrations at 
weekend masses over the next couple 
of months. These will be family-cen- 

tered groups. We’re also pleased to an- 
nounce the day for our Corporate Com- 
munion. It will be held on Saturday, 
October 10%. 

@ While we were planning 
that, we noticed that the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi falls on Sunday this 
year. And so, according to our custom, 
when it does we open our church doors 
to our animal friends to join their hu- 
man companions at mass. I don’t know 
if we will be back to a full two-mass 
schedule by then. But whatever, we 
will bless pets on October 4". We look 
forward to that. 

& Oysterfest 1s a happening 
thing on the last Monday of Septem- 
ber. Because of Covid restrictions and 
a corresponding crisis in the restaurant 
industry, we have re-imagined the fes- 
trval as a virtual event. 

With Mark Reith at Atwater’s 
we’re planning an outdoor music party 

  

which will be live-streamed. Oysters 
and a limited food and drink menu will 
be available only for carry-out. We’re 
taking our cue from a number of oth- 
er non-profits that have done virtual 
events. They can be successful as long 
as sponsors and patrons buy into it. We 
hope you will. 

These are only some of the 
ways that we can Keep Calm by keep- 
ing some semblance of normalcy in our 
parish life. We don’t need the death of 
our Ambrosian spirit to be a Covid ca- 
sualty. 

KOK 

In recent weeks, two generous 

families have left residential properties 
to the benefit of St. Ambrose Parish. 
One is on Algonquin in Detroit and the 
other is on Cadieux in Grosse Pointe 
Park. They are in the process of be- 
ing listed for sale. But 1t might be that 
someone in the parish could be inter- 
ested in either of these properties — or 
may know of someone who 1s looking 
for property. If so, you would have the 
advantage of looking before the public 
listing. Contact me at the rectory. 

KOK 

The Catholic Services Appeal 
is one of the major funding sources for 
our Archdiocese in its many different 
administrative duties and its outreach 
missions. It also comprises a large por- 
tion of the budget for Sacred Heart 
Seminary. In normal times, we would 
be wrapping up the CSA just about 
now. But as it is, it is not even started. 

The Archdiocese realized that raising 
funds during the height of a pandemic 
this past May was impossible. It is still 
going to be difficult. 

The CSA will be conducted 
this September and for the first time, 
it will be handled not by the par- 
ish, but by the Archdiocese directly. 
They have lowered our target by 15% 
which means that they need to make a 
minimum of $70,700 from our parish 
this year. As usual, if we exceed that 
amount, the surplus comes back to us 
tax free. Conversely, if we fail to meet 
that goal, it accrues to the parish as a 
payable debt. The CSA, like Covid, 
does not magically go away! RP
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THE FEAST OF THE 

ASSUMPTION or 
MARY 

Saturday August 15th at 10 a.m. 

Bring your fruits, flowers, herbs and 
vegetables to be blessed at this mass.       

Vincentian Reflection 
When we reflect on this scrip- 

ture, we find Jesus suggesting to his 
disciples that “there is no need for them 
to go away, give them some food your- 
selves,” and taking the five loaves and 
two fish, he blest them and gave them 
to the disciples to feed the crowd, and 
it was no small crowd. Know that you 
can help your neighbors in need who 
are hungry by supporting the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul here at St. Ambrose 

Lay Down Your Burdens 
On Thursday, August 13" 

health care workers are invited to a 
morning of healing with discussions, 
reflection, and fellowship 

Have you been able to process 
your stress from the COVID crisis? Do 
you need some time to get away from 
all your responsibilities? Are you eager 
to feel hope again? 

Presentors are Fr. Tom Nguy- 
en and Chaplain Bridget Theodoroff, 
M.A.P.S. (hospital chaplain during CO- 
VID-19) . All are welcome. All partici- 
pants will have a chance to share their 
experiences and world views. 

The retreats will be held out- 
doors at the Capuchin Retreat Center at 
62460 Mt. Vernon in Washington, MI. 
Face coverings will be required, social 
distancing will be observed. The cost 
per person is $25. To register call (248) 
651-4826 or email info@capretreat. 
org. 

Faith Formation Station 

“Like the wings of a butterfly, Help me display the colors of my soul. 
Like the migration of the butterfly, Help me travel great distances for freedom. 

Like the purpose of the butterfly, Help me spread the seeds of life. 
Like the spirit of a butterfly, Help me to ascend to the heavens 

When my journey is complete.” — Taz Tagore 

Back in early May when nurseries weren’t open and the fate of the sum- 
mer was still unclear, I ordered all kinds of seeds for my children’s garden. We 
usually put young plants in the ground and buy a few hanging plants for the porch. 
This year, of course, was going to be different. 

My youngest Andrew and I sifted through online seed companies in April 
and decided on easy to grow marigolds, sunflowers, and native wildflowers. We 
didn’t have the time or space this year to raise our vegetable garden beds, so we 
sowed wildflower seeds in a patch of ground in the backyard and planted the rest 
of the seeds in pots. It was an experiment that we enjoyed planning and planting 
together. 

Two months later, the marigolds have finally bloomed and are working on 
keeping the mosquitos at bay. The sunflowers are over three feet tall, have been 
staked to weather the wind, but have yet to bud. The wonder and awe, however, 

lies in our native wildflower garden. Varied green stems and foliage rose for the 
first month and, unfamiliar with our new garden plantings, we found it difficult to 
decipher which was weed and which was flower. Now, heading into August, our 
Chinese forget-me-nots, carpet of snow, red corn poppies, catchfly, and nasturtium 
are blooming amidst our favorite cosmos. There are still a few mystery flowers 
that have yet to show us their faces. Towering above all the other flowers in this 
clandestine garden tucked in the back of our yard are majestic butterfly milkweed; 
truth be told they are taller than Andrew. 

We stretch the hose each day to water the way back garden, peek around 
the greenery to see what new flower has popped up, and cut and arrange a variety 
of bouquets for recycled glass vases that Andrew arranges on the dinner table. 
This has been our quiet, mother-son time that I cherish each day. Apart from this 
special time together, the milkweed has brought the most exquisite joy to our 
garden lives this summer. By way of our wildflower garden, our backyard has 
become a daily resting place for monarch butterflies. 

A legend holds that if you whisper a prayer on the wings of a butterfly it 
will be taken to God. It is also believed that the butterfly 1s the spirit of a loved one 
who has passed on showing up for a visit. I know I have sent many a prayer to 
God asking for peace and clarity these last few months. I know, even a year later, 
we are all still deeply missing my dad, our beloved Pops. Perhaps the butterfly is 
God’s whispered response. 

The image of the butterfly is a symbol of deep and lasting change. The 
representation of the cocoon and emerging butterfly is often used as an image for 
the season of Lent and Easter. Lent is a time of reflection, prayer, and internal 
focus — cocooning — when we look internally and evaluate our lives. We emerge 
at Easter after fasting, praying, and giving to be more Christ-like. We are changed 
- renewed, resurrected, and recommitted. We have been transformed for a rea- 

son. While we are not in the liturgical season of Lent at this time, I do think this 
particular season of our lives - living through a daunting global pandemic — has 
forced on us a Lenten journey of sorts. It 1s up to us to put the time and effort into 
this season, to do the work of patience, prayer, and sowing of seeds so that, as we 
hopefully find our way through, we are transformed as God intended. Just as the 

Continued on page 7
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CAVAKS 
CEE 
or, Ambrose Canes 
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St. ‘Arrbroee. Join as for a guided 2-hour Kayak 

Canal tour on two successive 
weekends in August — 12 persons per tour! 

Faddle out to the Detrolt River, 
around Grayhaven Island, past the 

Fisher Mansion and by the waterfront residences 
of Jefferson Chalmers. 

The Saturday August To" or the 22a 
Launch is @ 12:00 pm 
$5 per kayaker - 

This private tour is professionally 
conducted by Detroit River Sports 

and |s great for beginners 
and experienced kayakers alike. 

Kayak and safety equipment provided. 

Starmbrose@comcast.net 

or S13-822-2814-   

     

  

  
  

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri 

Dr. Norah Duncan IV — on hiatus 
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 

Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net       

    

E-Donations 
St. Ambrose Parish is equipped 

to make electronic transfers from 

your checking account or credit card 

on our website. Christian Financial 

Credit Union brings parishioners and 

friends the ability to make an electronic 

contribution to St. Ambrose on aregular 

or one-time basis. 

Your checking account or 

credit card may be used to make a 

single donation; or you may set up 

automatic weekly, monthly or quarterly 

contributions on a schedule. This 

solution is not meant to replace the 

current envelope method of collection, 

but instead to provide an additional 

alternative for those who might prefer to 

make their contributions electronically. 

We hope this additional 

financial service allows you another 

way to manage your stewardship to St. 

Ambrose. Visit stambrosechurch.net for 

more information on electronic giving.
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Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week 
August 3 

Weekday - 18" week in Ordinary Time 

August 4 

St. John Vianney, priest 

August 5 

Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major 

August 6 

The Tranfiguration of the Lord 

August 7 

St. Sixtus, pope & Companions, martyrs 

St. Cajetan, priest 

8:30 Mass - First Friday 

Maurice Paoletti, Doyle Bahadu, 

Terry Vaughn, Charles Brown, 

O’Neal Swanson, Sr, Joe Eagan 

August 8 

St. Dominic, priest 

4:00 p.m. Mass — 19% Sunday in Ord. Time 

August 9 

10:00 a.m. Mass —19" Sunday in Ord. Time 

*Web broadcast of Mass from 

St. Ambrose will begin at 8:00 a.m. 

and will be accessible throughout the day. 

Spending Spotlight 
We try to have the ARK carpeting 

steam-cleaned and Scotch-guarded at least 
twice annually. While there haven’t been 
any ARK events since March 13, the car- 
peting does get a good workout throughout 
the year. The cost per cleaning: $1,000.00. 

Scriptures for the 18" 
Week in Ordinary Time 

August 3 
Jer 28: 1-17 

Ps 119: 29, 43, 79-80, 95, 102 

Mt 24: 22-36 

August 4 
Jer 30: 1-2, 12-15, 18-22 
Ps 102: 16-23, 29 

Mt 14: 22-36 or 15: 1-2, 10-14 

August 5 

Jer31: 1-7 
(Ps) Jer 31: 10-12v, 13 

Mt 15: 21-28 

August 6 

Dn 7: 9-10, 13-14 

Ps 97; 1-2, 5-6.9 
Mt 17: 1-9 

August 7 

Na 2: 1, 3,; 3: 1-3, 6-7 
(Ps) Dt 32: 35c-36b 

Mt 16: 24-28 

August 8 

Hb 1: 12-2: 4 

Ps 9: 8-13 

Mt 17: 14-20 

August 9 
1 Kgs 19: 9a, 11-13a 

Ps 85: 9-14 

Rom 9: 1-5 

Mt 14: 22-33 

  

  

1 9! Sunday in Ordinary “Cime 
The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. We will continue to tape 

the 4:00 masses for broadcast the next day. We have opened that mass to a 

congregation of 25% of the building’s capacity — roughly 150 persons. 

Face masks and social distancing is required. 

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays at 

St. Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning. Again, we can 

only allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity - 150 persons - 

and face masks and social distancing is required. 

View Saturday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive on 

youtube.stambrosechurch.net starting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday. 

  

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 

requires a minimum Of.............0006. $10,100.00 

On Sunday, July 26, 2020 

in envelopes we received ............... $5,680.00 

in the loose collection .....0.....00... $1,272.00 

in electronic donations ...........0..0..... $3,986.00 

for a total Of... ceeeeeeeeeeeee $10,938.00 

Over budget for the week............... $838.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ................... 782 

Number of envelopes used ...........0......005 40 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann 

Sullivan Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 

McKenna, Jeanne Noto, David 

Schumacker, Matthew Elias, George 

Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Darby O’ Toole, 

Anna Noto Billings, Vilma Marone, 

Eileen O’Brien, Martha Luna, Liz 

Linne, Donna Barnes, Alexandra 

Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, Frank 

Gregory, Alex Billiu, Wayne Wallrich, 

Jerry Hansen, Jackie Walkowski, 

Kristen Kingzett, Denise DiBiancha, 

Valerie Dryden, Maria Simcina, Albina 

Checki, Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, 

Shirley Whelan, the Felician Sisters 

under quarantine and those suffering 

and hospitalized worldwide with 

COVID-19. 
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BOLEpVacation 
is nara! 

Each day of BOLT features illustrated 

Bible stories and powerful, Christ- 
centered teaching. With minimal 

preparation, easy to follow instructions, 
and a video that leads kids step-by-step 

through each of the three days, BOLT 
VBS is the perfect quarentine-friendly 

solution for your family. 

Do all three days’ worth of programming 
in succession, or break it up over a 

period of time. Choose as much or as 

little to do as you'd like. 

St. Ambrose has purchased a licence 

that covers everyone in our Religious 

Education Program, so there is no 

cost to you for using the materials all 

or in part. Register on our website 

at stambrosechurch.net/ 
vacation-bible-school-2020 and we will 

e-mail back to your family the password 

to the program media. 
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Faith Formation, cont. 
  

butterfly emerges from its chrysalis 
and spreads pollen on the flowers, we 
are called to spread the Word of God 
and to be the presence of Christ in the 
world. 

Whatever garden you are 
tending this season — physical or spiri- 
tual — may you be aware of the whis- 
pering ways the Spirit is calling you. 
Take time to celebrate the moments 
when the Holy Spirit enters your life 
and gives you the chance to share 
the love of God. May your flight be 
blessed. 

GENERAL PROGRAM NOTES: 
We have decided to put to- 

gether an online faith formation ex- 
perience with opportunities for family 
gatherings when possible for the 2020- 
2021 religious education program 
year. We will be sending out more de- 
tails in a few weeks. In the meantime, 

feel free to email me if you have any 
questions, concerns, or are looking for 

specific resources to help your family 
nurture your faith this summer. 

FIRST EUCHARIST FAMILIES: 
A letter went out this week 

to all families with specific informa- 
tion regarding the upcoming celebra- 
tions of the sacrament. In addition to 
individual First Communions on any 
weekend liturgy, the Solemn First Eu- 
charist 1s scheduled for October 10°. 
Thank you to the families who replied 
to our requests for feedback. Families 
can pick up their child’s textbook and 
banner at the parish office; please call 
the parish office ahead of time. 

CONFIRMATION FAMILIES: 
Students can use the summer 

months to complete the information 
in their Confirmation Packet: Saint’s 
name report, sponsor biography, ser- 
vice reflection sheets, interview ques- 
tions, Holy Spirit prayer, etc. Do not 
let the summer go by without working 
on this packet as I’m sure 9th graders 
will be very busy in the fall. A remind- 
er email went home to all families this 

week. Kelly Woolums 
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Created by religious education directors of our SERF vicariate (in- 

cluding our very own Kelly Woolums), this special Vacation Bible School is 

your passport for a summer Journey with Jesus! This family adventure in 

faith will carry you through the Sunday readings through August 30". 

We'll travel through God's Word with the help of songs, video les- 

sons, activities and prayers. You'll discover some of the amazing things Je- 

sus wants us all to know about his love for us. 

You're welcome to go on this adventure in whatever way works for 

your family. To get the most out of the program, do the activities during the 

week, before the upcoming Sunday. So when you hear God's Word at mass, 

you'll understand even more about what Jesus wants you to know. 

You can download the program from stambroseparish.net or 

email stambrose@comcast.net to have the passport emailed to you. Take 

this summer to enjoy your journey and some special time with Jesus! 

  

  

  

  
Matt 13:1-9 — Jesus Feeds 5,000 

When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, he withdrew 
in a boat to a deserted place by himself. The crowd heard of this and 
followed him on foot from their towns. When he disembarked and saw 
the vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, and he cured 
their sick. 

When it was evening, the disciples approached him and said, 

“This is a deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so 
that they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus 
said to them, “There is no need for them to go away; give them some 
food yourselves.” But they said to him, “Five loaves and two fish are all 

we have here.” Then he said, “Bring them here to me,” and he ordered 
the crowds to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heav- 

en, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to the dis- 
ciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were sat- 
isfied, and they picked up the fragments left over - twelves baskets full. 
Those who ate were about five thousand men not counting women 
and children.” 

Pray: Thank you Jesus for always being there for me and providing 
for my needs. May | always remember to count my blessings and share 
what | have with others. Amen. 
   


