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 They were 
teachers. A librarian. 
A director of reli-
gious education. A 
secretary in the Vati-
can Secretariat of 
State. The author of 
a 586-page history 
of the congregation. 
One was an organ-
ist. One helped her 
second-grade class 
write and perform 
a commercial for 
Campbell’s Soup. One was a nurse and led nursing students 
on mission trips to Haiti. All of them were members of the 
Congregation of the Sisters of St. Felix of Cantalice, or Feli-
cian sisters. They lived together, prayed together and worked 
together.
 And in one awful month – from Good Friday, April 
10th to May 10th – 12 sisters died of COVID-19, the illness 
caused by the novel coronavirus. Eighteen other Felician 
sisters at the convent in Livonia had the illness as well. “We 
couldn’t contain the grief and the sorrow and the emotional 
impact,” said Sister Noel Marie Gabriel, director of clinical 
health services for the Felician Sisters of North America. “We 
went through the motions of doing what we had to do, but that 
month was like a whole different way of life. It was a month of 
tragedy and sorrow and mourning and grieving.”
 But as the world grapples with the economic and so-
cial fallout of the continuing pandemic, survivors are discover-
ing the virus can cause lasting damage, and recovery may not 
mean a return to full health. One of the 18 sisters who initially 
survived the illness died from its effects June 27th, making her 
the 13th victim.
 Though sisters worldwide have died from the illness, 
no one is tracking how many. News reports show that as of 
July 16 at least 19 other sisters have died in the United States, 
including a Felician sister at the order’s convent in Lodi, New 
Jersey; six sisters from two communities at a shared convent 
outside Milwaukee; and three Maryknoll sisters in Ossining, 
New York.
 Internationally, at least 61 sisters have died, including 
10 Comboni sisters in northern Italy, seven Sisters of Sainte-

Croix in Montreal, 
seven Ursuline sis-
ters outside Montre-
al, six Sisters of St. 
Anne in Quebec and 
six Little Missionary 
Sisters of Charity in 
northern Italy.
 The Felicians in 
Livonia may have 
experienced the 
worst loss of life 
for a community of 
women religious 

since the 1918 influenza pandemic. In many ways, because of 
the restrictions in place to prevent a return of the virus, sisters’ 
grieving has yet to begin.
 All aspects of community remain prohibited or se-
verely limited. Sisters could not attend the funerals. There are 
limits on the number of people allowed in the chapel. They 
cannot enter each other’s rooms. They were dining in three 
different shifts, with one sister seated at each table. As of July 
6, they are back to two to a table.
 The community had 65 sisters before the pandemic. 
The remaining sisters fear the day they can be together as 
a group and see how many are no longer there. “I get chills 
thinking about that,” Sister Mary Andrew Budinski, superior 
of the Livonia convent, told Global Sisters Report. “The raw 
grief is yet to come, I think.”
 As the pandemic progressed in March, so did the 
restrictions at the convent: no visitors, no shopping trips, no 
group activities. At first, there was no Mass, only Communion 
services, because the priest was not allowed to enter the con-
vent. Then, Communion services were canceled, and Com-
munion was distributed to the sisters in their rooms. On Holy 
Thursday, even that ended.
 The 360-acre campus was home to 800 sisters in the 
1960s, but convent life today has become concentrated around 
the chapel and the two halls where sisters live. Much of the 
sprawling building, dating to 1937, is unused.
 The first floor of St. Joseph Hall, a three-story wing of 
the convent, is dedicated to sisters who need 24-hour nursing 
care. The second floor is for assisted living, and the third floor, 
independent living.

Felicians bear loss of 13 sisters ‘Our most tragic time’

Sr. Celine Marie 
Lesinski, 92

Sr. Mary Luiza 
Wawrzyniak, 99

Sr. Mary Estelle 
Printz, 95

Sr. Thomas Marie 
Wadowski, 73

Sr. Mary 
Janice (Margaret) 
Zolkowski, 86

Sr. Rose  
Mary Wolak, 86

Sr. Victoria  
Marie Indyk, 69 

Sr. Mary Madeleine 
(Frances) Dolan, 82

Sr. Mary Ann 
(Fernanda) Alice 
Gradowski, 73

Sr. Mary Martinez 
(Virginia) Rozek, 87

Sr. Mary Patricia 
Pyszynski, 93

Sr. Mary  
Clarence  
(Adeline) 
Borkoski, 83

Sister Mary  
Danatha Suchyta, 
98
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‘Our most tragic time’
continued from page 1

 Though visitors were prohibited beginning March 
14th, the convent kept essential staff members, including nurs-
es, nurse’s aides and dining hall workers. Then staffers started 
getting sick. “I first heard two aides had contracted the virus,” 
Sister Andrew said. “We don’t know who they are, and we 
don’t want to know. Then it hit sisters on the second floor, and 
it went through like wildfire.”
 Then came the first death: Sister Mary Luiza Waw-
rzyniak, 99, on Good Friday. “We all knew if it hit the place, 
it would be bad,” Sister Mary Ann Smith said. “But we never 
anticipated how quickly it would go.”
 A new reality began. Almost all of the many tradi-
tions the sisters keep when one of their own dies had to be 
suspended. There could be a funeral, but only 10 people could 
attend. If they also went to the graveside, they had to travel 
one to a car. There would be no hugs. “That whole part of the 
closure process has yet to be realized,” Sister Joyce said.
 Sister Luiza’s table companion at meals, Sister Nancy 
Jamroz, said no one knew Sister Luiza had the virus. She went 
to the hospital for heart palpitations. “Everyone said, ‘She’ll 
be back in a few days,’” Sister Nancy told Global Sisters Re-
port. “She never came back.”
 That became a pattern. One sister would go to the 
hospital overnight because she could not breathe, but would 
call in the morning to say she was feeling better and would be 
home in a few days. Then would come the news that she had 
died. “It was the classic case of what we had heard about the 
virus,” Sister Nancy said. “It’s vicious, and it’s quick.”
 The community lost four other sisters in that first 
week. Sister Celine Marie Lesinski, 92, and Sister Mary Es-
telle Printz, 95, died on Easter. Sister Thomas Marie Wadows-
ki, 73, followed April 15th. Then Sister Mary Patricia Pyszyn-
ski, 93, April 17th.
 Sister Nancy said accepting the reality of what was 
happening to the community was hard. Required isolation 
meant the sisters heard of their friends’ deaths over the inter-
com during the daily 1 p.m. announcements.
 Closing the convent was anathema to the sisters. They 
had dedicated their lives to serving others. So March 13th, the 
day before the doors were shut to the outside world, 10 of the 
sisters went to the chapel steps and held up a banner to the 
Livonia community that said, “We’re lifting you up in prayer.”
 “We are not hidden behind these walls,” Sister Joyce 
said. “We will always continue to pray for the world and espe-
cially the people of Livonia.” But now, it’s turned around, she 
said. “Now it’s: ‘Sister, we’re praying for you.’ The number of 
cards and letters we’ve received is unbelievable.”
 They also believe there are others praying for them 
who cannot be seen: the sisters who died. “There are some 
days when I say, ‘God, we have 12 sisters up there, just like 
the 12 apostles,” Sister Nancy said June 10, before the com-
munity’s death toll rose to 13. “Anyone who knew those sis-

ters knows they have companions (in heaven) now. They’re 
looking down, letting us know it’s going to be OK.”
 It’s not yet clear in what ways, but each member of 
the community has changed, she said. “We haven’t been to-
gether enough to know how, but we’re different people than 
we were in March,” she said. “None of us are the same.”
 The community lost three sisters in three days in 
mid-April: Sister Mary Clarence Borkoski, 83, April 20; Sis-
ter Rose Mary Wolak, 86, April 21; and Sister Mary Janice 
Zolkowski, 86, April 22. “They weren’t giving us numbers,” 
Sister Andrew said. “Just every day, they’d say, ‘Another sis-
ter.’ ‘Another sister.’ ‘Another sister.’ It was very frightening.”
 The Felicians have 469 sisters in six large convents 
in North America. Of those, only the convents in Livonia and 
Lodi had cases of COVID-19. Lodi reported 12 cases and one 
death. The virus also hit the staff caring for the sisters. One 
sister was believed to have the virus, but the nurse caring for 
her stayed with her anyway, despite the risk to herself. An-
other staff member caught the virus but had an elderly relative 
at home, so she lived in a guest room at the convent for weeks 
until she recovered.
 And there were volunteers, those who willingly came 
from across the country to work in a place where death stalked 
the hallways. Not thinking about the grief and just doing what 
needs to be done is a common coping mechanism in times of 
great trauma. But eventually, the trauma must be dealt with.
 “We all have post-traumatic stress,” Sister Noel Ma-
rie said. “Not full-blown post-traumatic stress syndrome, but 
some indications of it. People couldn’t grieve because of the 
urgency of getting through it. Now, we’ve got bad dreams, 
high anxiety, emotional distress.”
 The end of April saw the loss of three more sisters. 
Sister Mary Alice Ann Gradowski, 73, died April 25th. Sister 
Victoria Marie Indyk, 69, died the next day, and Sister Mary 
Martinez Rozek, 87, followed April 28th.
 Sister Mary Madeleine Dolan, 82, died May 10th. Sis-
ter Mary Danatha Suchyta, 98, one of the sisters thought to 
have survived the illness, died from its effects June 27th.
 In the middle of that awful month, the Felician Sis-
ters across the continent gathered on a Zoom call to their sis-
ters in Livonia. They brought a message of comfort, of com-
munity, a message of love. They remembered the sisters lost 
in a slideshow. The Livonia sisters said they wept through the 
entire thing.
 When it’s all over, they plan to hold a celebration of 
life for the 13 sisters they lost. In the meantime, there is still 
the semi-quarantine to deal with. The last person came out 
of a 28-day isolation June 8th, but there are still many restric-
tions. “I look at it like an accordion that can open and close, 
and right now, that accordion is still really tightly closed,” 
Sister Noel Marie said. “We’re not touching each other, not 
hugging, not doing the things we usually do. ... We miss that 
part of how we live.”

By Dan Stockman for Catholic News Service, July 23, 2020.  
Reprinted from America Magazine, americamagazine.org.
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All
ThingsConsidered

Concluded on page 4...

 When it comes to our Reli-
gious Education Program for this fall 
Kelly Woolums and I came to the same 
conclusion as did the Grosse Pointe 
School district. We believe it is safer 
and in everyone’s best interest to be-
gin the school year fully online. For-
tunately our text book publisher has 
crafted a curriculum that enables us 
to do so. Added to electronic learning, 
and helping preserve whatever we can 
of community, would be opportunities 
for family gatherings when possible for 
the 2020-2021 religious education pro-
gram year.  We would hope to transi-
tion to a hybrid or traditional in-person 
learning model, but only once it is safe 
to do so amid the pandemic. 
  XXX
 It’s going to take more than a  
pandemic to keep Ambrosians down!  
Plans are under way for OYSTERFEST 
XXX on the last Monday of September.  
Obviously, we can’t do it the same way 
as we have been. Because of Covid 
restrictions and a corresponding crisis 
in the restaurant industry, we have re-
imagined the festival as a virtual event.
 With Mark Reith at Atwater 
we’re planning an outdoor music party 
which will be live-streamed. Oysters 
and a limited food and drink menu will 
be available for carry-out only.  We’re 
taking our cue from a number of oth-
er non-profits that have done virtual 
events. They can be successful as long 
as sponsors and patrons buy into it. We 
hope you will.
 The T shirts are ready as are  
carry out containers and bags.  We’ll be 
putting together an on-line menu from 
which you can make your selections 
to take home where you can tune us in 
and experience the great music of Bob 
Mervak and watch the drawing of our 
Oysterfest Raffle, live.
 As our first virtual event, we 
don’t even know what details there 

 Like a locomotive barreling down the tracks, the Archdiocese of Detroit (AoD) is 
moving forward with its Families of Parishes restructuring plan. Parishioners at St. Ambrose 
– along with parishioners at the other 217 parishes – are left to stand at the station and 
watch the train roar on with our future faith life in tow. 
	 Right	now,	the	timeline	calls	 for	a	finalized	 list	of	Families	to	be	announced	this	
coming	Advent.	That’s	when	St.	Ambrose	will	find	out	the	two,	three,	four	or	five	parishes	
that will be its partners in collaboration for the coming decades. 
 Although the AoD had a preliminary plan of groupings, it has asked for parishes 
to come up with their own plan. Although our Vicar has been asking for our deliberations, 
there is limited time to do so, with an early September deadline. The Family suggested to 
us is comprised of St. Paul’s and St. Clare of Montefalco. In some schemes, Star of the Sea 
is added. Our parish has also received a written request from the Parish Council of St. Mat-
thew to join with us and St. Clare as another possible Family. It remains undetermined if that 
would be in addition to St. Paul’s (and Star).
 To keep priests and parishes up-to-date on progress, Archbishop Vigneron is con-
ducting monthly Zoom meetings. The most recent meeting took place on July 28, generating 
some items of interest and some items of concern.
 Phase 1 of	Families	of	Parishes	is	presented	as	the	logical	first	step	in	the	long-
term transition to the new structure. During this phase, St. Ambrose/Fr. Tim would remain 
independent while acting in close collaboration with the other parishes in our Family. This 
phase could last for a short time or for many years. If it lasts many years, this might be good 
news. But remember that both Fr. Tim and Fr. Novelly at Matthew’s are working past retire-
ment age on a year-to-year contract granted by the Archbishop.
 Once formed, our Phase 1 Family would be encouraged to identify one parish as 
a “mission center” or “anchor” parish in the event that any consolidating (that is, closing) of 
parishes would need to occur in the future. As with the groupings, one wonders if the AoD 
already has a list of potential parishes for consolidation. If it does, this might be bad news.  
There will also be a single Moderator appointed from among the pastors of the Family. The 
Moderator will act as a “Head of Household” to direct the joint activities of the Family and 
deploy its resources. This includes consolidating the Mass schedule among parishes, which 
contradicts each parish/pastor remaining independent in Phase 1.  
 Moving on to Phase 2,	which	is	slated	as	the	final	destination	for	the	majority	of	
Families. Now there will be one Pastor overseeing each Family, which is expected to see a 
reduction of clergy and staff. 

Guest Column

From our Parish Council President

Continued on page 7 ...
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The Buzz

All Things Considered
Continued from page three...

 You’ve read in the BEEHIVE in recent weeks about the Archdiocesan re-
organization of all local communities into what is known as Families of Parishes.  
This project involves the groupings of 3-6 parishes into families, with 3-6 priests 
equally sharing ministry within a family.  Each family will have one “moderator” 
who is to act as a sort of “head of household” over the parishes, which in turn are 
to relate to one another as “siblings.”  Families of Parishes has been proclaimed by 
Archdiocesan officials as based on and arising from the results of SYNOD-16.
 So far, this project has been a very top-down process.  Word on the street 
(or should I say “aisles”) is that an automotive corporation executive has been at 
the center of its implementation.  To me it has an aroma of business economizing 
and down-sizing reorganization.  Of course this makes sense with the projection 
that over the next ten years the number of priests to serve this diocese will be re-
duced by almost 90.  (From past experience with sociological projections of priest 
numbers in Detroit, even this may be hopeful . . . especially if it’s the same expert 
offering it.)  I’m sure that the folk in the pews are expected to buy into and own the 
concept and implementation of this whole new plan.  
 The timeline for this program – for us folk, at least – is to hear an an-
nouncement of the groupings of parishes in their families right around Thanksgiv-
ing time.  (The Sunday of that weekend is the First of Advent and the beginning 
of a new Church liturgical year.)  I know from listening to a good number of local 
priests that they want to start talking with their people about all this, but themselves 
aren’t sure about who’s in what family, or whether this is so predetermined that it 
isn’t worth the energy to add to their workload to build “family adoptions” that 
won’t be allowed by upper echelons.
 And if the People of God are to be treated as adult “siblings” in the family, 
shouldn’t we be consulted?  (What can my “Quarantine-Theme” of the Domestic 
Church help teach us in this regard?)  Or is the model being used that of the shep-
herd herding us sheep?  And if the People of God are to be brought into the con-
sideration-formulation stage, what worse time to do it than during the pandemic, 
emergency,  modified-quarantine time we are experiencing?!  How can we safely 
get together to hash this out?!
 I’m sure there are official responses and explanations for these and many 
other questions.  My plan, and my suggestion, is to carefully listen for any spin that 
may be behind those responses.  How we are addressed may say as much as the 
legal justifications offered themselves.  And if in the end we perceive the power of 
corporate authority rather than the inclusive Spirit of the Body of Christ driving and 
steering this, I still have my UAW card from college summers at Firestone Steel 
Corp. to give me some ideas.
	 	 	 	   
 In 1973, August 20th fell on a Monday.  It was my first full day in my first 
full-time role in parish work at St. Matthew’s.  And the rest, as they say, is . . . .  (Fr. 
Tim has joked with me that depending on what “Family” we wind up in . . . and if 
I’m not kicked out of the “Family” . . . I could potentially find myself working in 
the same parish where I started!  I’m betting on the boot to come first.)
 Over these many years (> 2/3 of my life) I have served in several cities and 
parishes of this Archdiocese . . . in a wide variety of ministries during that time as 
well.  I have truly met the Lord in so many wonderful members of His Body who 
have given me so much more than I have given in return.  Inadequately, I thank God 
for it all, and especially for the past 24-3/4 years, my deep and prayerful thanks also 
go to Fr. Tim and to all of you at St. Ambrose Parish.
 But if I might ask one more thing from you – please continue to pray for 
me that I might yet serve you better tomorrow than I have today . . . even if it’s only 
for a short while longer.

may be out there that we haven’t antici-
pated.  Be ready to support the fest, and 
offer your services if you can.  Right 
now, the think that we need the most 
is someone who is proficient at Zoom 
meeting for large groups of people and 
others who can work the cameras and 
coordinate with our Facebook manager 
for broadcast.
  XXX
 The Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul (SVdP) feeds families, provides 
beds, warm clothes, energy assistance 
and other urgent needs through our out-
reach programs.
 Now that the current Federal 
unemployment benefit has ended and 
the possibility of continued aid is un-
certain, the assistance of our SVdP 
Conference will be desperately needed 
by many area families. For some, this 
will be the first time they request help.
We have all been witness to the physi-
cal and economic damage this pan-
demic has caused to our community. If 
you have not been financially impacted 
during the shut-down please consider 
making a gift to our SVdP in order to 
help those who were. You may make a 
gift by mailing a check to our parish of-
fice or make a donation online at stam-
brosechurch.net.
 If you need help or know 
of someone who requires assistance 
please call the rectory. Chuck Dropiewski
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the
 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
  Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri
Dr. Norah Duncan IV – on hiatus

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor
Secretary: Mary Urbanski

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
       Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
       Sunday - 10:00 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office	a	minimum	of	six	months	in	advance	of	the	
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

FIRST EUCHARIST FAMILIES:
 We’re still trying to find a way of bringing our second grade students into 
their First Holy Communion.  They would have received the sacrament this past 
April, but the pandemic changed all that.  We’ve come up with a few options for 
our families to consider.  So far, a little less than half have responded – with no 
clear concensus.  The proposals on the table are; 1. Individual First Communions 
done at a weekend mass of choice, 2. A corporate First Communion with the class 
done either in the early fall, or on Thanksgiving weekend, 3. Rolling the event into 
the Communion class of 2021 next Spring.
 If you have not done so already, please submit your reply to Fr. Tim’s letter 
regarding options for the celebration of First Communion.  A follow-up email was 
sent last week; please check your inboxes and reply as soon as possible.
CONFIRMATION FAMILIES:
 Students can use the summer months to complete the information in their 
Confirmation Packet: Saint’s name report, sponsor biography, service reflection 
sheets, interview questions, Holy Spirit prayer, etc.  Do not let the summer go by 
without working on this packet as I’m sure 9th graders will be very busy in the fall. 

E-Donations
St. Ambrose Parish is equipped 

to make electronic transfers from 
your checking account or credit card 
on our website. Christian Financial 
Credit Union brings parishioners and 
friends the ability to make an electronic 
contribution to St. Ambrose on a regular 
or one-time basis.
 Your checking account or 
credit card may be used to make a 
single donation; or you may set up 
automatic weekly, monthly or quarterly 
contributions on a schedule.  This 
solution is not meant to replace the 
current envelope method of collection, 
but instead to provide an additional 
alternative for those who might prefer to 
make their contributions electronically.
 We hope this additional 
financial service allows you another 
way to manage your stewardship to St. 
Ambrose.  Visit stambrosechurch.net for 
more information on electronic giving.

Not many parishes enjoy waterways like  
St. Ambrose. Join us for a guided 2-hour Kayak 

Canal tour on two successive 
weekends in  August – 12 persons per tour!

Paddle out to the Detroit River,  
around Grayhaven Island, past the  

Fisher Mansion and by the waterfront residences 
of Jefferson Chalmers . 

The Saturday August 15th or the 22nd  
Launch is @ 12:00 pm

$55 per kayaker -

This private tour is professionally 
conducted by Detroit River Sports 

and is great for beginners  
and experienced kayakers alike. 

 
Kayak and safety equipment provided. 

stambrose@comcast.net  
or 313-822-2814
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Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 
Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann 
Sullivan Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 
McKenna, Jeanne Noto, David 
Schumacker, Matthew Elias, George 
Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Darby O’Toole, 
Anna Noto Billings, Vilma Marone, 
Eileen O’Brien, Martha Luna, Liz 
Linne, Donna Barnes, Alexandra 
Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, Frank 
Gregory, Alex Billiu,  Wayne Wallrich, 
Jerry Hansen, Jackie Walkowski, 
Kristen Kingzett, Denise DiBiancha, 
Valerie Dryden, Maria Simcina, Albina 
Checki, Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, 
Shirley Whelan, the Felician Sisters 
under quarantine and those suffering 
and hospitalized worldwide with 
COVID-19.

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish  
requires a minimum of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, August 2, 2020
in envelopes we received ...............  $3,987.00
in the loose collection ........................ $807.00
in electronic donations .................... $2,986.00
for a total of .................................. .  $7,780.00
Under budget for the week..............$2,320.00
Number of envelopes mailed  ................... 782
Number of envelopes used  .........................31

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparishScriptures for the 19th 

Week in Ordinary Time
August 10
2 Cor 9: 6-10
Ps 112: 1-2, 5-9
Jn 12: 24-26
August 11
Ez 2: 8-3: 4
Ps 119: 14, 74, 103, 111, 131
Mt 18: 1-5, 10, 12-14
August 12
Ez 9: 1-7; 10: 18-22
Ps 113: 1-6
Mt 18: 15-20
August 13
Ez 12: 1-12
Ps 78: 56-59, 61-62
Mt 18: 21-19:
August 14
Ez 16: 1-15, 60, 63 or 16: 59-63
(Ps) Is 12: 2-3, 4bcd
Mt 19: 3-12
August 15
Rv 11: 19a; 12: 1-6a, 10ab
Ps 45: 10-12, 16
1 Cor 15: 20-27
Lk 1: 39-56
August 16
is 56: 1, 6-7
Ps 67: 2-3, 5-6, 8
1 Cor 15: 20-27
Lk 1: 39-56

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
August 10
 St. Lawrence, deacon & martyr
August 11
 St. Clare, virgin
August 12
 St. Jane Frances de Chantal, religious
August 13
 St. Pontian & St. Hippolytus,  martyrs
August 14
 St. Maximillan Kolbe, priest & martyr
4:00 p.m. - Wedding - Tori Belanger &
  Mac Marchwinski
August 15
Assumptioin of the Blessed Virgin Mary
10:00 a.m. - Mass 
 Sylvia Landuyt; Jack Nemeh;  
 Mitchell & Adeline Urbanski
4:00 p.m. Mass  – 20th Sunday in Ord. Time
August 16
10:00 a.m. Mass –20th Sunday in Ord. Time

•Web broadcast of Mass from 
St. Ambrose will begin at 8:00 a.m.  

and will be accessible throughout the day. 

The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. We will continue to tape 
the 4:00 masses for broadcast the next day.  We have opened that mass to a 

congregation of 25% of the building’s capacity – roughly 150 persons. 
Face masks and social distancing is required.  

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays at  
St. Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning.  Again, we can 

only allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity – 150 persons – 
and face masks and social distancing is required.  

View Saturday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive on 
youtube.stambrosechurch.net starting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time        

Spending Spotlight

Pentecost 2020

 What goes up must come down 
– unless we’re talking about invoices from 
elevator companies. There are few certified 
elevator inspection/repair companies will-
ing to work on small accounts like ours. One 
company we found will service the ARK el-
evator – but at the cost of $1,262 per visit.
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Parish Council Guest Column
Continued from page 2

Pentecost 2020

Journey with Jesus!
Your digital passport 
for a Family Summer 
Adventre in Faith

 Created by religious education directors of our SERF vicariate (in-
cluding our very own Kelly Woolums), this special Vacation Bible School is 
your passport for a summer Journey with Jesus! This family adventure in 
faith will carry you through the Sunday readings through August 30th. 
 We’ll travel through God’s Word with the help of songs, video les-
sons, activities and prayers. You’ll discover some of the amazing things Je-
sus wants us all to know about his love for us. 
 You’re welcome to go on this adventure in whatever way works for 
your family. To get the most out of the program, do the activities during the 
week, before the upcoming Sunday. So when you hear God’s Word at mass, 
you’ll understand even more about what Jesus wants you to know.
 You can download the program from stambroseparish.net or 
email stambrose@comcast.net to have the passport emailed to you. Take 
this summer to enjoy your journey and some special time with Jesus!

August 9th

Matt 4:22-33 — Jesus Walks on Water
 After he had fed the people, Jesus made the disciples get into a 
boat and precede him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 
After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When it 
was evening he was there alone. 
 Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being 
tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it. During the fourth 
watch of the night, he came toward them walking on the sea. When the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified. “It is a ghost,” 
they said, and they cried out in fear. 
 At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” Peter said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come 
to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and 
began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong 
the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!”
  Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter, and 
said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” After they got into 
the boat, the wind died down. Those who were in the boat did him hom-
age, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God.” 
Pray:  Savior, I ask you today for greater faith. May I be as bold as  
St. Peter to follow you into the deep, trusting that you will make sure I 
am always protected. Amen.
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 Each parish will keep its name 
and identity while serving as a “sibling” 
within its Family. This means shared min-
istries,	 staffing	 and	 programming,	 as	 well	
as one Pastoral Council. As parishioners, 
we will become part of a larger faith family, 
potentially visiting our siblings on any given 
Sunday. 
	 When	 it	 comes	 to	 financial	man-
agement, the AoD makes it clear that the 
assets and liabilities of each parish are its 
own and do not belong to its Family. But 
what about the income of each parish from 
weekly collections and fundraisers? 
 Each Family will have a Chief Fi-
nancial	Officer	to	help	administer	finances,	
buildings and stewardship. Also, all par-
ishes within a Family that have a Catholic 
school in it will be expected to support (that 
is, fund) the ministry of the school. The sus-
tainability of this model is a concern.    
 The July 28th meeting also laid out 
the communications plan for the Family of 
Parishes. Not surprisingly, Fr. Tim is ahead 
of the curve in keeping our parish informed 
in this area. Based on the AoD plan, from 
now until October, parishes are to be reac-
tive, responding to parishioner questions 
as they arise. Then in October, parishes 
can become proactive on the communica-
tions front. 
 In the meantime, the Archdiocese 
will continue to update its familiesofpar-
ishes.org website and produce a monthly 
newsletter to answer our questions. The 
overriding question from my perspective is 
“why now?” 
 The Archdiocese points to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the priest short-
age as driving forces for introducing Fam-
ily of Parishes at this point in time. But the 
clergy shortage has been predicted many 
years ago. The speed at which this plan is 
moving seems ill-advised, especially con-
sidering the socio-economic unrest of the 
time and the absence of a majority of our 
congregations at worship. I believe the sin-
gular focus of our Church should now be on 
guiding our faith lives carefully and safely to 
the other side of this pandemic. 

Grant Ruttinger



•

•

•

•

•

•

This Space
is Available

1/1.9{«"CJ19nwtunity
is J!,oo.kin9!

? "Our Business

-()? is Picking Up"

Pet Waste Removal
313-882-5942

Doggiescoops.comParish Member

?::r.:.:::;a;:,Morgan Stanley
FinantialPl&rvllng
VIClorP.Maraldo

RnandalPlannlngSpeclalist
FilstV!cePresldent
FlnandalAdvlsof
130Kerc:heva1Aveoue
GrossePolnteFarms,Ml48236
313 642-5903 • victci.p.ma1a!d0Vms.c:om
OXl'it?Sl....,.SmithB.-n.yLLC.MtmbtrSli'C.
CRC8975620&M

•••••••••••••

Services:
Toilets • Faucets

Water Heaters
Sewers and Broken
Water Lines Dug Up

CORNWALL
BAKERY

J&J ROOFING
•.•

a name you know and trust!

F • e Estbnates • PROVIDING QUALITY
I e ? ? ROOFING SERVICES

fJl/"Roofing Specialists FOR OVER 30 YEARS.

rr;/' Seamless Gutters cvnm Call J &J Roofing Today
iii/t Leaf Relief 586-445-6455 I WWW.JJROOFING.COM

WARREN (}'f(,J,n/J,rl,/1/J "The Same
DETROIT wta6.-??A??:t A/ways to Alf"
EASTPOINTE FUNERAL HOMES, INC

GROSSE POINTE
1-800-VERHEYDEN

1-800-837-4393
CLINTON TOWNSHlP www.verhe den.or

313-264-1938
T11e·f11lam-6p111

Sal la111·Sp1111,·1illstlyopenatterMass)Sunlam-Gprn

15215KerchevalSt, GrossePoinle Park,Ml 48230

••
?.,

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

$29.95/MO
BILLED QUARTERLY

LET US

PLACE

YOUR AD

HERE.

Call David Dressler

G.E., Whirlpool,
Kenmore Specialist

(586) 791-4466

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts
24 Hr. Eme ency Service 313·558-8757

••

Second Generation
Owned and Operated

Residential and Commercial

Servingthe Grosse Pointes and

South Eastern MichiganCommunities

www.RedBaronEnterprises.com

313-408-1166

Acceptsall majorcredit cards

Check us out on Facebook!

"We'reYourToDo ListHandymen"
Grosse Pointe Resident

ED BARON
NTERPRISES

HANDYMAN SER.VICI I CONITIUCT1DJ1

HOT WATERTANKS, TOILETS

SEWERS & DRAINS CLEANED

SUMP PUMPS

(248) 542-7850

$20.000FF
AnyPlumbing Work

Quality Repair- Free Estimates

313-821-9088
14800 Charlevoix

(Cornerof Charlevoix and Alter Rd.)
Detroit, Ml 48215

r-· ALL ABOUT ·-1WASHER/DRYER REPAIR

:PLUMB1N6:

Contact Rick Soper to place an ad today!
rsoper@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6474

ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS HERE

Hampton, Fox & Associates
Amerirrbe l'ri\'l1e Wc11.lthAdvisoryPr-.cdce

313.885.4414
7'l6 Notre Dame St

Grosse Pointe, Ml 48230

--.0.---,..,-0.,.,tw(.'O.O?c"-.....,...•?

Ckt.f.oo.--C71""CHC".c,.i,>

----.u,o,co

,.,.._.,----.c;.,n,c-,,;..,--1"

fillt?t??N???!p??tm
Servingfamilies since 1855

www.clintongrove.com
(586)463-0851

15% Off On Space With Ad

Fami'3Practice· AcceptingNew Palient,

S1,ecializingin NaPro Technology
AscensionStJohnCenterlorWellness

18303 E. 10 Mile Road. Suite 500

Roseville,Ml 4806f ?
586-498-5160 ? Ascension

i1 health science to netwo?,kn-,tu-ra107tam""ily'""'pta,...nrn.,..·ng-w,""·rh
e roductivehealth monitorin?nd mainte •




