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“Often it is the people closest to us who need our help. We 
should not go out in search of some unknown business to ac-
complish. It is better to begin with the simplest, which the 
Lord tells us is the most urgent.”—Pope Francis General Au-
dience (10/12/2016)

THE CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY
 The Corporal Works of Mercy are found in the teach-
ings of Jesus and give us a model for how we should treat all 
others, as if they were Christ in disguise; they “are charitable 
actions by which we help our neighbors in their bodily needs” 
(U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults).

FEED THE HUNGRY
• Check in with your parish community to see if there are 

parishioners who cannot (or should not) go grocery shop-
ping themselves.

• Check in with your parish to see if the food pantry is ad-
equately stocked.

• Organize a network of volunteers in each parish/commu-
nity to grocery shop for parishioners in need, especially 
the more vulnerable populations in our community.

GIVE DRINK TO THE THIRSTY
• Do not purchase or hoard more water than you need.
• While handwashing is vitally important, make an effort 

not to waste water—in solidarity with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ who do not have access to clean water 
and suffer from the lack of this basic necessity.

SHELTER THE HOMELESS
• Consider donating toiletries and sanitary items to a lo-

cal shelter since those who suffer homelessness—and the 
facilities that minister to them—are especially vulnerable 
at this time.

• Financially support organizations that are working to 
support the homeless population in your community.

VISIT THE SICK
• While in-person visits are not advisable during this time, 

please invest time in reaching out via phone/video call or 
by sending a letter or card to those who may feel particu-
larly isolated during this time.

• Offer to assist caregivers of chronically sick family mem-
bers by grocery shopping or cooking for them so they do 
not have to risk exposure.

• Reach out to health care workers in your community who 
may be overworked, burdened, or in need of specific sup-
port at this time.

VISIT THE PRISONERS
• Explore whether your parish or diocese has a prison min-

istry and, if so, check whether they are in need of supplies 
or support.

Corporal and Spiritual  
Works of Mercy  

During the Pandemic
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Works of Mercy
continued from page 1

• Given that people in prison can be especially isolated 
and vulnerable during this pandemic, consider how to 
support those who are ministering to them and bringing 
them the Word of God.

BURY THE DEAD
• Now that funerals may be limited or restricted, reach out 

with cards or phone calls to those who have recently lost 
a loved one.

• If possible, visit the cemetery to pray for those you have 
lost—and to ask their intercession on behalf of all those 
facing death today.

GIVE ALMS TO THE POOR
• Reach out to those who may have been especially bur-

dened during this pandemic, especially those whose oc-
cupations make them more vulnerable to economic in-
stability.

• Remember that the lack of public celebration of Masses 
may result in parishes struggling financially in the next 
few months; be sure to continue your support and if pos-
sible, increase offerings for those who cannot donate due 
recent financial hardship or inability to work.

• Remember that Catholic Relief Services continues to 
serve the most vulnerable and consider making a dona-
tion or praying for them as you are able.

THE SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY
The Spiritual Works of Mercy have long been a part of the 
Christian tradition, appearing in the works of theologians and 
spiritual writers throughout history; just as Jesus attended to 
the spiritual well-being of those he ministered to, these Spiri-
tual Works of Mercy guide us to “help our neighbor in their 
spiritual needs” (U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults).

COUNSELING THE DOUBTFUL
• Reassure and support those who may be especially anx-

ious during this time.
• If someone asks you for advice, orient your response to 

Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

INSTRUCTING THE IGNORANT
• With public celebration of Masses unavailable, learn 

and/or teach someone else how to make a Spiritual Com-
munion.

• Take this time to recommit to your own study and forma-
tion and, for those home with children, take advantage of 
this time to reflect on the faith as a family.

ADMONISHING THE SINNER
• Being confined in close quarters for long periods of time 

with families or housemates can test us in more ways 
than one, so be supportive in helping others find their 
way and correct their mistakes.

• Recognize the reality of spiritual warfare in daily inter-
actions and strive to cultivate the corresponding virtues 
needed to resist your personal temptations.

COMFORTING THE SORROWFUL
• Write a letter or send a card to someone who is suffering 

and let them know you are thinking of them.
• Remember that a few moments of your day may make a 

lifetime of difference to someone who is going through 
a difficult time.

• Consider sharing links to spiritual resources with those 
who may be isolated, such as livestreamed Masses, so 
that they can participate in community worship from 
home.

FORGIVING INJURIES
• For families, this time may maximize opportunities to 

exercise forgiveness, so take this time to model the im-
portance of forgiveness both for this life and the next.

• If the sacrament of Reconciliation is not available in your 
parish at this time, commit to making a regular examina-
tion of conscience.

• Learn and/or teach your family members the Examen 
prayer and/or the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

BEARING WRONGS PATIENTLY
• Practice developing and strengthening the virtues of tem-

perance, prudence, fortitude, and justice.
• When frustrated with someone, step away from the situ-

ation, take a few deep breaths, and pray the Our Father, 
asking God for patience.

• Commit to praying the Stations of the Cross once a week.

PRAYING FOR THE LIVING AND THE DEAD
• Pray the rosary with family members, via video confer-

ence or conference call if needed, for all those who are 
suffering from the effects of this pandemic.

• Keep your own book of prayer intentions, writing down 
the names of those who you are keeping in your prayers, 
and let people know that you are praying for them.

• Ask a friend or family member if there is anything you 
can pray for them about

Reprinted from Together in Christ Responding to  
COVID-19, developed and published by the  

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, usccb.org.
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All
ThingsConsidered

 Catholics know that in main-
taining a healthy spiritual life, there is 
nothing more important than the fre-
quent reception of Holy Communion. 
Jesus comes to us in a unique way in the 
Eucharist. When he comes, we receive 
him into our body and our soul. This is 
personal, and intimate. We should not 
ever take this gift for granted!
 Our normal pattern of bring-
ing children in our Religious Education 
Program to First Communion during 
Eastertime was short circuited by the 
outbreak of Covid-19 and the prohi-
bition on religious gatherings.  We’re 
now attempting to bring those children 
to the Lord’s table in the best way that 
fits their families’ circumstances. We 
saw some of that last weekend when 
Lucy Nyenhuis and Hudson Lauver-
Swanson came to their First Eucharist 
with their families. 
 While it may have not been 
the “grand” celebration usually asso-
ciated with the event, it was beautiful 
in its own right. and it fit the faith-life 
of those families pre-
cisely. We rejoice with 
them. The very act of 
celebrating reveals 
our belief in the True 
Presence of Jesus in 
the Eucharist.
 The next item 
in this column comes 
from Archbishop Vi-
gneron who extends 
the lifting of the obli-
gation for Catholics to 
attend weekend mass.  
He’s fully aware that 
in doing so, we are 
in danger of growing distant from the 
source of grace itself – Jesus.  
 There are lots of theological 
references in his letter.  But I think all 
of it could be summed up in three sen-
tence from Mother Teresa of Calcutta: 

Continued on page 4...

“Jesus has made Himself the Bread of 
Life to give us life. Night and day, He 
is there. If you really want to grow in 
love, come back to the Eucharist...”
  XXX
 On August 14th, Archbishop 
Vigneron sent this letter to the priests of 
our Archdiocese. It was countersigned 
by all of his active Auxiliary Bishops:  
Arturo Cepeda, Gerard Battersby, 
Donald Hanchon and Robert Fisher. 
It is a thought-provoking letter, so I 
share a portion of its content owith you 
here:
 As you know 
our initial dispensation 
regarding Mass atten-
dance is quickly com-
ing to an end. In order 
to fashion a faith-filled 
response to the continu-
ing crisis, cognizant of 
the legitimate concerns 
of the faithful to return-
ing to a regular pattern 
of public worship, we 
would like to offer some 
general considerations 
as you teach about the 
centrality of the Church’s 
worship and our partici-
pation in it. We also want to communi-
cate the importance of teaching about 

the need to keep holy the 
Lord’s Day. 
 We have decided in 
the interest of the common 
good to extend the pres-
ent dispensation for all 
through Christ the King 
Sunday [November 21-
22]. It seemed clear from 
the counsel received from 
our brothers that such a 
decision most aptly re-
sponded to the prevail-
ing circumstances in our 
metropolitan area and in 
our parish communities. 
While this decision is a 

prudent and practical response to the 
present crisis, it is, nonetheless, a dra-
matic response and not lightly taken.  
 The Fathers of the Second 
Vatican Council remind us: Taking part 

in the eucharistic sacrifice, the source 
and summit of the (entire-totius) Chris-
tian life, [the faithful] offer the divine 
victim to God and themselves along 
with it (LG #11). 
 The shape of Christian life and 
worship is undeniably cruciform and 
eucharistic; in offering the divine vic-
tim and entering into his worship, we 
find our strength, (cf. Nehemiah 8:11) 
and we discover a hope that does not 
disappoint (cf. Romans 5:5). There is 
no substitute, despite our most valiant 
efforts to put a good face on it, for our 

gathering as a people 
knit together by the Holy 
Spirit, to worship as one 
with, through and in 
Christ.  
 The Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass is the very 
center of our identity as 
priests; we were made 
for the Eucharist. It is 
the identity of our people 
too, deputed for the task 
of sharing in the mis-
sion of evangelization; 
they find in the Eucha-
rist the source of their 
zeal and strength (UTG, 

3.4). Helping our people keep this sav-
ing action as the engine of their mis-
sionary activity and at the forefront of 
their imagination is an absolute neces-
sity and an incomparable gift that we 
can share especially at times such as 
these....
 This of course refers most es-
pecially to our eucharistic assembly 
but includes too all the moments of 
communion with the Lord throughout 
the Lord’s Day and the ensuing week. 
While we are prevented from gathering 
in person in varying measures, we must 
encourage the importance of making a 
spiritual communion and do so with-
out also implying that it is an adequate 
substitute for our participation in the 
Holy Sacrifice as a gathered commu-
nity of believers.
 Keeping holy the Lord’s Day, 
something enshrined in the Decalogue 
and as divine law not dispensable, is 
the foundation of hope upon which we 

Lucy Nyenhuis

Hudson 
Lauver-Swanson
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The BuzzAll Things Considered
Continued from page three...

as a people build our lives.  While our 
Sundays are different presently, it may 
be part of the Lord’s plan to use this 
pandemic as just one more way to draw 
us back to Himself and remind us of 
that perennial truth that without Him 
we can do nothing (cf. John 15:5). 

A holy people keeping a holy 
day is our goal, and in fact was at 
the heart of the directive regarding 
sports on Sundays. While every par-
ish community is similar and every 
parish community unique, each of us 
must, with the assistance of our staff 
and advisors, offer ways in which our 
families, temporarily unable to come 
together, can continue none-the-less to 
carve out time for communion with the 
Lord particularly on the Lord’s Day. 
This includes scripture, prayers and 
meditation, and time for communion 
with each other... 

While this time is a time of test-
ing, we pray that God uses this present 
crisis to whet our appetites for himself, 
for his eucharistic presence, so that 
we treasure anew our communion with 
one another, and once again make the 
foundation of our lives burn anew with 
eucharistic amazement.  

XXX
Because of Covid restrictions 

and a corresponding crisis in the res-
taurant industry, we have re-imagined 
the Oysterfest as a virtual event.
 With Mark Reith at Atwater 
we’re planning an outdoor music party 
which will be live-streamed. Oysters 
and a limited food and drink menu will 
be available for carry-out only.  We’re 
taking our cue from a number of oth-
er non-profits that have done virtual 
events.  

We’re finalizing an on-line 
menu from which you can make your 
selections to take home. There you 
can tune us in and experience the great 
music of Bob Mervak and watch the 
drawing of our Oysterfest Raffle, live.

We may need Oysterfest more 
than ever because it symbolizes Am-
brosians doing what we do best – being 
together for others.  

2020
OYSTERFEST RAFFLE

TEN $1000 PRIZES!
DRAWINGS LIVE STREAMED FROM THE THIRTITH ANNUAL ST. AMBROSE 
OYSTERFEST ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2020 AT 8:00 PM. 

1175 LAKEPOINTE ST, GROSSE POINTE PARK, MI 48230

$10 PER TICKET 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE!

THE 30TH ANNUAL
& FIRST VIRTUAL

ST. AMBROSE OYSTERFEST

Archbishop Vigneron extended the dispensation from Sunday mass obliga-
tory, in-person, attendance through the end of the liturgical year – the Solemnity 
of Jesus Christ the King of the Universe – November 22nd, the weekend just before 
Thanksgiving.  Under present circumstances, an extension seems like a no-brainer 
decision.  But for how long should it last . . . that’s a bit more elusive.  It’s hard 
to predict how seriously people will commit themselves to ending the pandemic.  
Driving out Lake Shore Drive on a number of recent hot weekend afternoons – see-
ing all the boats anchored so closely together, with no social distancing going on 
between the many people mingling both on board as well as in the shallow waters 
– I’m struck by how often folk feel that the key way to exercise their freedom is by
being contrary.

Over the next two weekends, our Gospel passages in the liturgies come 
from the 16th chapter of Matthew.  Read the whole chapter in one sitting and es-
pecially catch the (ironically humorous) duality in Peter.  “Keys” come into play 
this Sunday.  And if you’re my age or older, keys and binding and loosing and 
rock-solid foundations and Peter all conjure up doctrinal images of papal if not 
hierarchical power and authority in the Catholic Church as ordained by Jesus Him-
self.  It’s as natural as hearing the dramatic ending of the William Tell Overture and 
immediately thinking of the Lone Ranger.

And if you are expanding and growing deeper in the life of the Domestic 
Church during the pandemic/quarantine, you have a chance to see and accept the 
“keys” given to each of us.  Every one of the aspects passed on to Peter has a corol-
lary for each one of us in the Domestic Church.  If you really accept His offer, you 
definitely can be the “rock” foundation on which the Son of Man will build His 
(Domestic) Church.  If you don’t . . . see what Jesus calls Peter in next Sunday’s 
passage from the second half of the chapter!

  
This coming Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday have some special feast days 

on the Church’s calendar.  For us at St. Ambrose, at the end the week, Sts. Monica 
and Augustine have special significance.  Do you remember their intertwined sto-
ry?  If not, take a moment in your Domestic Church to google them, to enjoy, to 
pray, and to discuss how the wider ecclesial community interacts and impacts your 
home.  And next time you come to the parish church, stop in the back vestibule to 
see the painted portraits of Monica and Augustine.

Tuesday’s feast is of quite a different saint.  Actually two are designated for 
that day.  One is Louis I, King of France, way back when.  But for some reason my 
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Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

The Buzz, continued

Chuck Dropiewski

Vincentian Reflection
 The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Detroit (SVdP) feeds families, provides 
beds, warm clothes, energy assistance and other urgent needs through our outreach 
programs. The grace period on evictions and non-payment of utilities has expired 
And now that the current Federal unemployment benefit has ended, and the pos-
sibility of further aid is uncertain, the assistance of our SVdP Conference will be 
desperately needed by many area families. For some, this will be the first time they 
request help.
 We have all been witnesses to the physical and economic damage this pan-
demic has caused to our community. If you have not been financially impacted dur-
ing the shut-down, please consider making a gift to our SVdP–St. Ambrose Con-
ference in order to help those who were. You may make a gift by mailing a check 
to our parish office, or if it is easier, make a donation online at stambrosechurch.
net. Click on the St. Vincent DePaul donation box. If you or know someone who 
requires assistance from SVdP please call the rectory at 313-822-2814.

attention was hooked this year by the other saint sharing the day: Joseph Calasanz.
 Not as familiar a name as many to me, I was intrigued enough to look him 
up.  I found a bunch of points in his life that have echoes in what is going on in our 
Church and world today.  
 Joseph lived in a time of upheaval following the Reformation and the 
Catholic response known as the Council of Trent – so, it was during the second half 
of the 1500s and the first half of the 1600s.  He is best known as an educational in-
novator, yet he also ministered to victims suffering from a plague.  He was contro-
versial – a friend to Galileo and to a utopian philosopher by the name of Tommaso 
Campanella who promoted universal education.  Shocking!  Not a trend supported 
by the powers that be at the time!  He is associated with opening the first free public 
school in Europe.  And because of his associations with suspicious thinkers, he was 
even held and interrogated for a while by the Inquisition!  (There are more juicy 
tidbits about this saint and his crew, though maybe not for print in a parish bulletin.  
Ask me sometime, and in just the right setting, I’ll tell all.)
 Calasanz founded a religious order of men who came to be known as the 
Piarists.  (You might remember a big priest who came to St. Ambrose a few years 
ago for the annual mission appeal.  He was the head of a Catholic school in poor, 
Appalachian, eastern Kentucky.  It was one of the most popular and successful ap-
peals we have had.  That priest was a Piarist.)  Piarists take a fourth vow: dedication 
to education, especially of the poor.  
 As schools struggle with a response to the pandemic – trying to formulate 
a reasonable and safe plan for beginning a new school year – how about praying 
to St. Joseph Calasanz for his intercession in obtaining divine blessings upon stu-
dents, parents, teachers, and administrators during this dramatic time in history.  
May we all follow the wisdom of the Holy Spirit . . . and learn to get along with one 
another better in the process.

While on Vacation
 St. Ambrose Parish is equipped to make electronic transfers from your 
checking account or credit card on our website! Christian Financial Credit Union 
brings parishioners and friends the ability to make an electronic contribution to St. 
Ambrose on a regular or on a one-time basis.
 Your checking account or credit card may be used to make a single donation; 
or you may set up automatic weekly, monthly or quarterly contributions on a schedule. 
We hope that this additional financial service allows you another way of managing 
your stewardship to St. Ambrose. Go to stambrosechurch.net for more information 
on electronic giving
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Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 
Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann Sullivan 
Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 
Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 
Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 
Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 
Billings, Vilma Marone, Eileen 
O’Brien, Martha Luna, Liz Linne, 
Donna Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, 
Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 
Alex Billiu,  Wayne Wallrich, Jerry 
Hansen, Jackie Walkowski, Kristen 
Kingzett, Denise DiBiancha, Valerie 
Dryden, Maria Simcina, Albina Checki, 
Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, Shirley 
Whelan, Ann Purvis, Chris Walsh, the 
Felician Sisters still under quarantine 
and those suffering and hospitalized 
worldwide with COVID-19.

Your Envelope Speaks
... the Inside Story
To operate, each week our parish  
requires a minimum of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, August 16, 2020
in envelopes we received ...............  $3,993.00
in the loose collection ..................... $1,244.00
in electronic donations .................... $3,041.00
Holy Day collection..........................$2,242.00
for a total of ................................ .  $10,520.00
Over budget for the week.................  $420.00
Number of envelopes mailed  ................... 782
Number of envelopes used  .........................43

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish

Scriptures for the 21st 
Week in Ordinary Time

August 24
Rv 21: 9b-14
Ps 145: 10-13ab, 17-18
Jn 1: 45-51
August 25
2 Thes 1-3a, 14-17
Ps 96: 10-13
Mt 22: 23-26
August 26
2 Thes 3: 6-10, 16-18
Ps 128: 1-2, 4-5
Mt 23: 27-32
August 27
1 Cor 1: 1-9
Ps 145: 2-7
Mt 24: 42-51
August 28
1 Cor 1: 17-25
Ps 33: 1-2, 4-5, 10-11
Mt 25: 1-13
August 29
1 Cor 1: 26-31
Ps 33: 12-13, 18-19, 20-21
Mk 6: 17-29
August 30
Jer 20: 7-9
Ps 63: 2-6, 3-9
Rom 12: 1-2
Mt 16: 21-27

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
August 24
 St. Bartholomew, apostle
August 25
 St. Louis and St. Joseph Calasanz, priest
August 26
 Weekday 21st week in Ordinary Time
August 27
 St. Monica
August 28
 St. Augustine, bishop & doctor
August 29
 The Passion of St. John the Baptist
4:00 p.m. Mass  – 22nd Sunday in Ord. Time
August 30
10:00 a.m. Mass –22nd Sunday in Ord. Time

•Web broadcast of Mass from 
St. Ambrose will begin at 8:00 a.m.  

and will be accessible throughout the day. 

The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. We will continue to tape 
the 4:00 masses for broadcast the next day.  We have opened that mass to a 

congregation of 25% of the building’s capacity – roughly 150 persons. 
Face masks and social distancing is required.  

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays at  
St. Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning.  Again, we can 

only allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity – 150 persons – 
and face masks and social distancing is required.  

View Saturday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive on 
youtube.stambrosechurch.net starting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time        

Spending Spotlight

Pentecost 2020

 Have you ever noticed the car-
pet runners in the church, ARK or rec-
tory? They are placed in high traffic ar-
eas to save the carpeting from wear and 
tear and weather-related grime. They are 
cleaned each month by the company that 
supplies linens for the ARK. The cost 
of clean runners is $356.95 per month. 

Our Dead
 Laura Mercan had a passion 
for family.  In researching her gene-
alogy she discovered that she was a 
“daughter” of the American Revolu-
tion. Now she is the daughter of a King 
– Jesus.
 Laura (62) died on June 19th 
after receiving the Sacraments.  It was 
the culmination of a protracted battle  
with cancer. Her funeral mass was cel-
ebrated here on August 18th.
 A native Detroiter, Laura grew 
up with two sisters, Melanie and Alex-
ia.  As a young girl she learned sewing,  
along with a whole host of creative 
arts. She loved all sorts of music - from 
Motown to Balalaika!
 Always a quick wit, her warm 
personality extended beyond her fam-
ily.  Her professional life saw her as an 
office manager for General Motors, Co-
merica Bank and Henry Ford Health.
 She resided on Maryland 
Street before moving to Roseville in 
2015.  Even then, she returned to St. 
Ambrose for weekend mass.
 Preceding her in death are her 
parents Nicholas and June (Corson).  
She is survived by her sisters Melanie 
Kassar, Alexia Sherman and a devoted 
niece, June Kassar.
 A world traveler, Laura’s final 
resting place is at Grandlawn Cemetery 
in Detroit.  In addition to prayers, hon-
or her memory by doing what she so 
frequently did, and that is sit down to 
enjoy a cup of coffee with someone in 
your family or with a friend.
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Pentecost 2020
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