
   
St 

arish 
mbrose 

AUGUST 30, 2020 

BEEHIVE 
  

  Learning While the World Is Burning 
et 

C. S. Lewis’s sermon “Learning in War-Time,” delivered at the beginning of 

World War II, reminds us that humans are always facing down the reality of death and 

judgment. Lewis invites Christian students to ask themselves, “How [is it] right, or 

even psychologically possible, for creatures who are every moment advancing either 

to heaven or to hell, to spend any fraction of the little time allowed them in this world 

on such comparative trivialities as literature or art, mathematics, or biology”? Lewis 

asked his audience: “How can you be so frivolous and selfish as to think about any- 

thing but the salvation of human souls?” 

It took me two years of college to understand what Lewis’s essay 
illuminated in a few paragraphs. You cannot live your whole life with a battlefront 

mentality. As Lewis noted, even frontline soldiers in World War I rarely talked about 

the war. Instead they spent most of their time doing normal activities, including read- 

ing and writing. 

The war against COVID-19 has not changed that reality. Certainly, we spend 

more time hand washing, social distancing, and telecommuting, but we still spend 
the bulk of it on everyday activities like eating, relating, working, and learning. Our 

classes, meetings, church services, and hangouts with friends happen virtually or at a 

distance, but they happen all the same. As Lewis told his faculty and student audience, 

if you suspend all your intellectual and aesthetic activity in a crisis, “you would only 

succeed in substituting a worse cultural life for a better.” We still face decisions about 

whether to binge Netflix, study for classes, or cultivate deep relationships with friends 

and family—if only online or six feet apart. 

To put it in theological language, even during crisis times, we should not ne- 

glect God’s first great commission (filling and cultivating the earth) just because his 

second great commission (making disciples) remains binding. 

Genesis 1 contains an amazing statement about humans and their calling: 

“Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 

rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky, over the livestock 

and all the wild animals, and over 

all the creatures that move along 

the ground.’ So God created man- 
kind in his own image, in the im- 

age of God he created him; male 

and female he created them” (vv. 

26-27). 

God creates. Since humans 

are made in his image, we are also 

designed to create. Indeed, God in 

his first great commission calls hu- 

mans to be “fruitful and increase 

in number; fill the earth and sub- 

due it” (Gen. 1:28). We are given 

the honor of creating culture. We 

make tools, write music, and even 

build cities (actions described in 

the fourth chapter of Genesis). We 

construct whole civilizations with 

roads and bridges, with languages 

and books. We launch businesses 

and charities, found hospitals and 

universities, and establish art gal- 

leries and theaters. 

In all these endeavors, 

God made us to seek after him and 

to know his thoughts and charac- 

ter. He designed us to desire truth, 

goodness, and beauty and to dis- 

cover his wisdom (Prov. 1, 8). As 

the 12"-century educator Hugh of 

St. Victor reminds us, pursuing 

wisdom means encountering the 

living mind of God, as 1f one were 

entering “a friendship with that Di- 

vinity.” 

This is why we learn—not 

just to get money or a job, although 

these are important. We learn be- 

cause God made us in his image so 

that we might reflect his creativ- 

Continued on page 2
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Learning While the World Is Burning 
continued from page 1 
  

ity, truth, goodness, and beauty. We also learn to recover the 

fullness of that image, joining with Christ to reverse the ef- 

fects of the Fall on both our individual lives and the world as 

a whole. Indeed, Christians have populated the world with 

schools in part to advance these very goals. 

The pandemic has only amplified this point. If epi- 

demiologists, scientists, and health care workers had ignored 

God’s call to study in college, they would not be prepared 

to fight the virus. We need economists to help us navigate 

financial pitfalls. We need psychologists, poets, writers, phi- 

losophers, and artists to help us process the mixed emotions 

we feel. We need pastors, worship leaders, and theologically 

equipped laypeople to help us see the pandemic in light of 

God’s larger story. 

Within this perspective, Christians should be the 

biggest fans of learning. Confronting a crisis always requires 

God’s wisdom, which we find in Scripture and in the best 

of human tradition. In contrast, as Proverbs repeatedly says, 

only fools despise wisdom, instruction, and understanding. 

We wage war against the current pandemic by pursuing 

knowledge and wielding it skillfully. Surely our health care 

workers and medical researchers should avail themselves of 

all the gifts that human ingenuity and God’s grace can sup- 

ply. 

Perhaps you have been uncertain whether to pursue 

or put off learning during this time. If you really love it and 

hear its call for you (Prov. 1:20—33), you must pursue it now 

rather than wait until things get “back to normal.” As Lewis 

describes the greatest human learners: “They wanted knowl- 

edge and beauty now, and would not wait for the suitable 

moment that never came.” 

New Forms of Discipline 

We should not be surprised if the pandemic has in- 

terrupted the work of teaching and learning. Major crises 

tend to do that. Still, we have to guard against letting adverse 

circumstances consume and exhaust us. 

Obsessive fear can be a major deterrent to staying 

the course. Does anxiety take over your life, occupying every 

waking thought? I can attest to this danger. When | first ran 

into major health problems, I let them dominate everything. 

I spent hours searching for answers online. I slipped into de- 

pression from the pain and mental exhaustion. 

As I gave myself over to such vain pursuits, my wife 

shared some badly needed wisdom. A decade earlier, when 

she spent a year in bed recovering from her own medical is- 

sues, she had learned about dealing with conditions of en- 

forced “quarantine.” The Lord slowly taught her the impor- 

tance of structuring her day. She reminded me to begin the 

day spending time with God and doing the stretches and ex- 

ercises that helped me calm misfiring muscles and refocus a 

wandering mind. Gradually, I relearned to steward my body, 

mind, and soul. 

  

To learn well during a pandemic, we have to estab- 

lish new structures and rhythms that keep the pressures of the 

moment from overwhelming us. While remaining committed 

to the God-ordained tasks at hand, we might need to experi- 

ment with unorthodox means of completing them. 

During my bout of severe pain, I could no longer sit 

or stand for extended periods. To keep writing, I had to think 

creatively and learn to use some new tools. I ordered a com- 

puter stand that allowed me to write while lying in bed. By 

God’s grace, I soon found that focusing on work distracted 

me from the pain and helped restore my earlier productivity. 

In fact, I wrote two of my books in this manner. 

Just as being confined to bed forced me to write in 

new ways, COVID-19 has forced us to teach and learn in new 

ways. Having taught both online and in person, I have no 

doubt that teaching in person is more conducive to learning. 

Students attending class online are easily distracted by their 

phones and their surroundings, including pets, other family 

members, and snacks in the kitchen. Maintaining focus re- 

quires a new form of discipline. 

What can help us attain it? First, we treat online 

learning, just like in-person learning, as an essential part of 

God’s calling on our lives. Second, we treat it as a spiritual 

discipline that furthers sanctification. Listening to people 

closely is a skill of love. Online learning obliges us to prac- 

tice this virtue in a challenging context. Third, we exercise 

moral agency. This involves staying mentally focused and 

avoiding the temptation to multitask. (in other words, get off 

your phone!) Online learning is no excuse for half-hearted ef- 

fort. As Lewis argued in Mere Christianity, “God 1s no fonder 

of intellectual slackers than He is of any other slacker.” 

And finally, we reward ourselves with Sabbath rest 

and play. If we feel we have to work seven days a week dur- 

ing the pandemic, we are likely trusting our own strength 

more than God. If we feel we need to skip communing with 

God to survive, we are failing to trust God with our time. 

The COVID-19 crisis merely confirms what Chris- 

tians should already know: Ever since the Fall, life has never 

been “normal,” and the days have always been unnaturally 

evil (Eph. 5:16). Satan, this world, and our sinful flesh con- 

tinually conspire to distract us from God’s call on our lives. 

Yet his grace still empowers faithful Christians—inside and 

outside of classrooms—to seek God’s companionship, to 

know his mind and designs, and to accomplish his purposes 

in this world. 

Excerpt from Learning While the World Is Burning 

by Perry L. Glanzer, professor of educational foundations 

at Baylor University. Read the entire article at 

ChristianityToday.com September 2020 issue.
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Au 
hings 
onsidered 
Because of Covid restrictions 

and a corresponding crisis in the res- 
taurant industry, we have re-imagined 
this year’s Oysterfest as a virtual event. 

Planning was going along very 
well. We have what we think is a really 
attractive carry-out menu that captures 
the essence of Oysterfest. T shirts, oth- 
er merchandising and advertising were 
completed. Bob Mervak was once 
again on board with the music. But 
Oysterfest is never easy. 

Last week we came 
to realize that our idea of 
using the Atwater property 
and Atwater’s idea of us- | 
ing it were not exactly the a 
same. That has sent us 4. 
into some deeper dis- 
cussions. It has also , 
forced us to come up ~ 
with a slightly different 
configuration as to where 
on Kercheval we will assemble for 
things and where food/beverage pick 
up will happen. 

Honestly, over the years 
we’ve had to deal with many last- 
minute changes. But rest assured, 
Oysterfest XXX will happen on 
schedule — Monday evening, Septem- 
ber 28%. 

Sure, it was tempting to just 
take a pass on the festival because of 
crazy times — but it’s our thinking that 
it is precisely because we’re living in 
crazy times that we need to come to- 
gether even in an electronic way to be 
who we are. Certainly we can celebrate 
30 years of gathering, and we can also 
celebrate the ending of Summer and 
the opening of a new program year. 

So, taking our cue from a num- 
ber of other non-profits that have done 
virtual events, we’re pushing ahead 
with an outdoor music party which 
will be live-streamed. We hope that 
our sponsors and our patrons will once 

again come along for the ride. We may 
need Oysterfest more than ever be- 
cause 1t symbolizes Ambrosians doing 
what we do best — being together for 
others. 

VM 

The former principal of St. 
Ambrose Academy -Sr. Marie Cyril 
DeLisi IHM — is now in her 90s and 
going strong. Cyril never lost her pas- 
sion for educating youngsters here on 
the lower East side. She is credited as 
being the cofounder of Epiphany Edu- 
cation Center, a tutoring program that 
operates out of Samaritan Hospital. 

Epiphany Cen- 
_ ter had    

      

   

  

    
   

  

   

  

   

    

   

to shut down its tutoring program in 
March because of Covid 19. However, 
in order to continue to respond to the 
educational needs of Detroit children 
while observing Covid 19 guidelines, 
Epiphany started a book club by mail. 

The book club provides stu- 
dents 3 free books per month and only 
requires that students fill out and sub- 
mit book report forms on 2 books in 
order to continue in the club. Partici- 
pating students also receive a small fast 
food gift card after completing each 
month’s reading and reporting. 

DY Fr 

Membership in the book club 
has grown steadily and there are now 
138 participants. The book club will 
take a break on August 31* but will start 
up again in the fall with participants be- 
ing encouraged to increase their read- 
ing goals to 5 books per month. 

When Kiwanis International 
heard about this program, they do- 
nated 500 books to Epiphany to help it 
grow. The leader and coordinator of the 
book club program, Roslyn Taylor, is 
Epiphany Center’s director. The Cen- 
ter will be holding a fund-raising event 
at the Royal Oak Antiques Flea Mar- 
ket at 316 E. 11 Mile Road on Sunday, 
September 13", from 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. To donate an antique, call George 
Bush, an ever faithful ally of all local 
causes charitable at 313-640-8295. 

KOK 

Last week, I met with the pas- 
tors of our neighboring parishes: Fr. 
Jim Bilot from St. Paul on the Lake, 

Andrew Kowalczyk from 
\ St. Clare of Montefalco and Fr. 

Dwane Novelly of St. Matthew. 
his was one of those ‘old fash- 

-loned’ face-to-face meetings, not 
the ‘new-fangled’ zoom kind — which 
meant that there was unhampered com- 
munication between us. 

The purpose of our gathering 
was to assess the Family of Parishes 
grouping that had been suggested to 
us by the Archdiocese of Detroit. Their 
grouping puts St. Paul, St. Clare and St. 
Ambrose into one Family unit. 

After reflection and consulta- 
tion with our Parish Council, we came 

to the conclusion that the AoD sugges- 
tion would not be beneficial or work- 
able for us. For one reason, St. Paul 
with an excess of 2,000 families does 

not really need more work. Another 
reason 1s that our identity as Ambrose 
would be absorbed by Paul’s, particu- 
larly since the plan calls for a joint Par- 
ish Council. 

A few telephone calls with Fr. 
Novelly and Fr. Kowalczyk prior to 
this meeting indicated that they had the 
same concern. 

So the proposal we recom- 
mend to the AoD was to place as a 

Continued on page 4...
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All Things Considered 

Continued from page three... 

Family, Ambrose, Clare and Matthew. 

Each of us is a Centennial (or close 
to being a centennial) parish that has 
withstood white flight and adapted to 
new demographics and economics. 
Each of us has a stake in the City of 
Detroit. In addition, there are neighbor- 
hood contingencies that bind our par- 
ishes together with the I-94 Freeway 
and Jefferson being natural borders. 

When we looked at the sacra- 
mental workload in our three parishes, 
we came to realize an astonishing statis- 
tic. When you added up the Baptisms, 
First Communions, Weddings and 
Funerals — Ambrose, Clare and Mat- 

thew were roughly equal to that of St. 
Paul. So, if clergy coverage was a fac- 
tor that is driving the Family program, 
this would divide the work reasonably 
evenly — assuming that within a decade 
there would be only priest serving our 
Family. 

So, for the moment, this is 

where St. Ambrose stands in terms 
of our recommendation to the AoD. I 
have written this up as a formal request 
and submitted it to our Vicar, Fr. Jim 

Commyn, who will forward it on to the 
powers that be. The expectation is that 
all 217 parishes in the AoD will have 
settled into a Family by November of 
this year and that Families would be 
implemented by November of 2021. 

In my letter to our Vicar, I once 
again expressed my displeasure with 
being forced to come up with a plan 
that radically impacts all of us in such 
terrible times. The first announcement 
of the plan was only in May and we 
were expected to have a plan by July. 

The fact that we are not see- 
ing most of our congregation because 
of the Pandemic should automatically 
have been a signal that any serious col- 
laborative measures could not be done. 

Tumultuous social change, and 
a contentious presidential election only 
add to the difficulty of making clear 
choices that will impact us for gen- 
erations. Yet as Union Admiral David 
Farragut called out in the 1864 Battle 
of Mobile Bay: “Damn the torpedoes ... 
full speed ahead!” TRP 

  Faith Formation Station 

“The Christian home is the place where children receive the first proclamation of the 
faith. For this reason the family home is rightly called ‘the domestic church, a community 
of grace and prayer, a school of human virtues and of Christian charity.” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church No. 1666) 

Parents are the primary educators in the faith. Every director of faith for- 
mation will tell you this. So many of us begin our sacramental meetings with this 
foundational idea and then we move on to say that it is our job as directors and as 
catechists to Support parents in this endeavor. Keeping this in mind, we set about 
designing this year’s religious education program in the midst of the uncertainty of 
a pandemic. 

The role of parents in the faith formation of their children is indispensable. 
Our faith formation program at St. Ambrose has always been focused on partner- 
ing with parents in sharing the light of our rich Catholic faith with their children. 
With governmental guidelines and restrictions related to the Covid-19 pandemic 
ever changing, Fr. Tim and I decided to move forward with an online faith forma- 
tion format for the 2020-2021 year. This was not an easy decision. We know that 
the family spirit and the intimate faith sharing that goes on in our classrooms on 
Sundays at St. Ambrose can never be replaced with an online program; however, 
we feel that this is the most prudent pathway at this time. 

We know how important it is for parents to talk with children about their 
faith, but we don’t want to make doing this so difficult or time-consuming that they 
can’t do it. Our goal is to equip, affirm and support parents as the primary educa- 
tors of the faith and not overwhelm them with more work. Our program this year 
will be simple, straightforward and flexible for families. Families will recetve an 
easy to follow syllabus, instructions, and weekly lesson email each week so that 
students can work both independently and together as a family. The time commit- 
ment will be 1-2 hours a week and follow our traditional faith formation calendar. 

We acknowledge that some families may opt to “take a year off” from re- 
ligious education. Some families may register and then find that spending an extra 
1-2 hours involved in online instruction is just too much for their family. Some 
families have reached out asking what the program will look like next year or when 
and if we can all come together in a classroom again. The truth is this: we don’t 
know. School districts don’t know. The government doesn’t know. It is all so 
uncertain. 

Continued on the next page... 
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Faith Formation Station, continued 
But what we do know is that God has a plan for each and every one of us. 

We do know that the spiritual development of our children is so very vital to their 
development as human beings, as family members, and as part of the Body of Christ. 
We hope to create and inspire a new sense of parish community with an online post- 
ing platform in which students and families can see catechists and guest speakers 
including Fr. Tim, the parish staff, lectors, ushers, altar servers, parish volunteers, old 

familiar faces. We will connect our religious education to the larger St. Ambrose par- 
ish community families as we feature various walk-through tours of the church and 
an opportunity for parishioners who are interested in learning about their faith — not 
just those with children in the program — to access articles and videos online through 
our program to foster a deeper understanding of our Catholic faith. 

So we encourage all our families to take this on. To register. To make faith 
formation important. To make room for God in the schedule. To dedicate them- 
selves to attend Mass virtually or in person every week. 

It is time for us all to be creative and to think about church and community 
in anew way. We hope that our families sign on to do so. We will be there every 
step of the way to offer our support and our service as we rededicate ourselves to 
the mission of building up the domestic church. 

GENERAL PROGRAM NOTES: 
. Registration information was mailed and emailed to all religious education 
families on August 20, 2020. 
. Families who have not participated in the program before, who have a 
child in grades one through eight, should call or email the religious education office 
for more information. 
. The registration deadline 1s September 11, 2020. 
. Online programming begins October 4, 2020. 

CONFIRMATION FAMILIES: 
. Students should continue to complete their Confirmation Packet that was 
passed out and explained at our meeting in January. Extra packets can be picked up 
at the office. 
. 9% Grade students must register for the upcoming religious education year 
in order to receive their Confirmation textbook and syllabus. 

FIRST EUCHARIST FAMILIES: 
° We continue to welcome individual sacrament students to the Table of the 

Lord with their families throughout the summer. 
. Our scheduled class celebration 1s October 10, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. 
° Communication with details on this celebration will be sent out as the date 

gets closer. Kelly Woolums 

Vincentian Reflection 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Detroit (SVdP) feeds families, provides 

beds, warm clothes, energy assistance and other urgent needs through our outreach 
programs. The grace period on evictions and non-payment of utilities has expired. 
And now that the current Federal unemployment benefit has ended, and the pos- 
sibility of further aid is uncertain, the assistance of our SVdP Conference will be 
desperately needed by many area families. 

If you have not been financially impacted during the shut-down, please 
consider making a gift to our SVdP-St. Ambrose Conference tn order to help those 
who were. You may make a gift by mailing a check to our parish office, or if it is 
easier, make a donation online at stambrosechurch.net. Click on the St. Vincent 

DePaul donation box. If you or someone you know requires assistance from S VdP, 
please call the rectory at 313-822-2814. 

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri 

Dr. Norah Duncan IV — on hiatus 
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 

Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net 
  

  

  

  Journey with Jesus! is a 
family adventure in faith which will 
take you through God's Word with 
the help of songs, video lessons, 
activities and prayers. 

Download the program 
from stambrosechurch.net, click 
on the Religious Education tab 
and choose Vacation Bible School 
2020. You're welcome to go on this 
adventure in whatever way works 
for your family. 

Enjoy this summertime 
journey with Jesus! 
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Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week 
August 31 

Weekday 22” week in Ordinary Time 

September 1 

Weekday 22” week in Ordinary Time 

September 2 

Weekday 22” week in Ordinary Time 

September 3 

St. Gregory the Great, pope & doctor 

September 4 

Weekday 22” week in Ordinary Time 

8:30 a.m. - Mass - First Friday 

Joseph & Agnes Majer, Ted Kotula, 

Ann Purvis, Gerard Gutowski 

September 5 

Weekday 22” week in Ordinary Time 

4:00 p.m. Mass — 23" Sunday in Ord. Time 

September 6 

10:00 a.m. Mass —23° Sunday in Ord. Time 

*Web broadcast of Mass from 

St Ambrose will begin at 8:00 a.m. 
and will be accessible throughout the day. 

Spending Spotlight 
Among our most important 

regular expenses at St. Ambrose is the 
Protected Loss Fund at the Michigan 
Catholic Conference which offers pro- 
tection from loss of property, workers’ 
compensation, and third-party liability 
exposures. It’s absolutely necessary. 
Monthly payments are $4,174.86. 

Scriptures for the 22" 
Week in Ordinary Time 

August 31 

1 Cor 2: 1-5 
Ps 119: 97-102 

Lk 4: 16-30 

September 1 
1 Cor 2: 10b-16 

Ps 145: 8-14 
Lk 4; 31-37 

September 2 
1 Cor 3: 1-9 

Ps 33: 12-15, 20-21 
Lk 4; 38-44 

September 3 

1 Cor 3: 18-23 
Ps 24: Ibc=2, 3-4ab, 5-6 

Lk 5: 1-11 
September 4 

1 Cor 4: 1-5 
Ps 33: 1-2, 4-5, 10-11 

Mt 25: 1-13 
September 5 

1 Cor 4: 6b-15 

Ps 145: 17-21 
Lk 6: 1-5 

September 6 
Ez 33: 7-9 

Ps 95: 1-2, 6-9 
Rom 13: 8-10 

Mt 18: 15-20 

  

  

23” Sunday in Ordinary “Cime 
The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. We will continue to tape 

the 4:00 masses for broadcast the next day. We have opened that mass to a 

congregation of 25% of the building’s capacity — roughly 150 persons. 

Face masks and social distancing is required. 

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays at 

St. Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning. Again, we can 

only allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity - 150 persons - 

and face masks and social distancing is required. 

View Saturday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive on 

youtube.stambrosechurch.net starting at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............6. $10,100.00 

On Sunday, August 23, 2020 

in envelopes we received........... $4,307.00 

in the loose collection ................. $2,331.75 

in electronic donations ................ $3,841.00 

for a total Of... eeceeeeeeeees . $10,479.75 

Over budget for the week................ $379.75 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used ..............00000 40 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann 

Sullivan Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 

McKenna, Jeanne Noto, David 

Schumacker, Matthew Elias, George 

Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Darby O’ Toole, 

Anna Noto Billings, Vilma Marone, 

Eileen O’Brien, Martha Luna, Liz 

Linne, Donna Barnes, Alexandra 

Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, Frank 

Gregory, Alex Billiu, Wayne Wallrich, 

Jerry Hansen, Jackie Walkowski, 
Kristen Kingzett, Denise DiBiancha, 

Valerie Dryden, Maria Simcina, Albina 

Checki, Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, 

Shirley Whelan, Ann Purvis, Chris 

Walsh, Jerry Gutowski the Felician 

Sisters still under quarantine and those 
suffering and hospitalized worldwide 

with COVID-19. 

Our Dead 
Most Ambrosians would have 

only known Marlene Helen Kler (78) 
as the lovely lady who sat with her 
daughter in the back of church under 
the choir loft. Marlene died on August 
20" and her funeral was on August 26% 
— only then revealing the fuller scope of 
a multi-talented person. 

Marlene, born in Detroit, the 
daughter of Sidney and Helen Baarda, 
learned to love all the arts from child- 
hood. She went to Cass Tech HS and 
went on to receive a B.A. and an M.A. 
in economics from Wayne State. But an 
artistic ability and passion moved her to 
launch a career as a professional dancer 
in New York. As a young woman she 
traveled with a troupe. Later she would 
teach dance for many years and even 
own her own studio. 

Returning to Detroit, she put her 
econ training to work for General Motors, 
and then for a series of newspapers with 
the Knight Ridder chain: the Detroit Free 
Press, the Charlotte Observer and the Bi- 
loxi Sun Herald. 

Retirement was back here in 
Michigan, but it included teaching eco- 
nomics at Lawrence Tech and Baker Col- 
lege. One semester was spent teaching in 
an exchange program in China. This was 
right in step with her love for travel which 
took her to major cities in the U.S., but 
also to London, Paris, Italy and Spain. 

Marlene had one daughter, 
Cynthia (Chris) Rockwell who, along 
with her parents, was the focus of her 
world. A tradition developed around 
a family meal “out” every Friday with 
this core group. It was part of the glue 
that held Marlene’s family close togeth- 
er for a lifetime and beyond.
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