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This is an excerpt from San Diego Bishop Robert 

McElroy delivered the following talk Feb. 6" (pre Covid) at 
the Harpst Center for Catholic Thought and Culture at the 
University of San Diego. Entitled, “Conscience, Candidates 
and Discipleship in Voting,” McElroy’; talk looks at the mor- 
al act of voting in original and incisive ways and lays the 
groundwork for development of “Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship,” the U.S. bishops’ quadrennial docu- 
ment on voting. 

In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis points power- 
fully to the vocation of faith-filled citizenship: 

“An authentic faith ... always involves a deep desire to 
change the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth some- 

how better than we found it. We love this magnificent planet 
on which God has put us, and we love the human family which 
dwells here, with all of its tragedies and struggles, its hopes 
and aspirations, its strengths and weaknesses. The earth is our 
common home and all of us are brothers and sisters. If indeed 
‘the just ordering of society and of the state is a central respon- 
sibility of politics,’ the Church ‘cannot and must not remain on 
the sidelines in the fight for justice.” 

It is primarily through the votes of Catholic women 
and men, rooted in conscience and in faith that the Church en- 

ters into the just ordering of society and the state. And it is 
primarily in voting for specific candidates for office that believ- 
ers as citizens have the greatest opportunity to leave the earth 
better than we found it. 

Yet comparatively little attention has been paid in 
Catholic moral theology to the moral nature and structure of 
the act of voting for specific candidates. Much focus is placed 
on individual policy issues and their moral implications in 
Catholic social teaching. If the primary role of citizens were 
to vote on specific issues, this might be sufficient. But a vote 
for individual candidates inevitably encapsulates a wide range 
of policy options reaching out into the future, as well as vary- 
ing capacities and intentions among the candidates. Where does 
Catholic theology begin 1n assisting believers to carry out their 
role of ennobling the world? 

Pope Francis answers this question by proposing stark- 
ly that our political lives must be seen as an essential element 
of our personal call to holiness. This certainly means that our 
political actions must reflect and flow from our Catholic faith. 
But Francis is demanding much more. He proposes that we can 
only fulfill our vocation as faithful citizens if we come to see in 
the very toxicity of our political culture at the current moment 
a call for deeper conversion to Jesus Christ. It is not enough for 
us to ignore the corrosive elements of political life in the Unit- 
ed States, nor even to navigate our role as citizens and voters 
without succumbing to the tribalism that bisects our society. We 
are called in our lives as citizens and believers to be missionar- 
ies of dialogue and civility in a moment that values neither. And 
this requires deep spiritual reflection, courage and judgment. It 
demands a Christlike dedication to seeking the truth no matter 
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where it may lie, and defining our politics and voting in the light 
of the Gospel. 

Salient issues of Catholic social teaching 
The comprehensiveness of Catholic social teaching 

points toward an understanding of justice, life and peace that re- 
fuses to be confined to narrow boxes or relegated to partisan cat- 
egories. At the same time, this very comprehensiveness makes 
the prioritization of Catholic teachings difficult for voters. As 
the 2020 election cycle begins, at least ten salient goals emerge 
from the Gospel and the long tradition of Catholic faith: 
e The promotion of a culture and legal structures that 

protect the life of unborn children. 

e The reversal of the climate change that threatens the fu- 

ture of humanity and particularly devastates the poor 
and the marginalized. 

e Policies that safeguard the rights of immigrants and 

refugees in a moment of great intolerance. 
e Laws that protect the aged, the ill, and the disabled 

from the lure and the scourge of euthanasia and assisted 

suicide. 
e Vigorous opposition to racism in every form, both 

through cultural transformation and legal structures. 
e The provision of work and the protection of workers’ 

rights across America. 
e Systematic efforts to fight poverty and egregious in- 

equalities of wealth. 
e Policies that promote marriage and family, which are so 

essential for society. 
e Substantial movement toward universal nuclear disar- 

mament. 
e The protection of religious liberty. 

Frequently in discussions of the application of Catho- 
lic social teaching to voting, the question is raised whether one 
issue has a unique priority among all of the other issues in its 
claim upon believers 1n the current election cycle. Some have 
categorized abortion in that way. Others, climate change. This 
question deserves deeper scrutiny. 

More than 750,000 unborn children are directly killed 
in the United States every year. At one time there was biparti- 
san support for erecting policies that made abortion rare. Now 
that commitment has been eviscerated in the Democratic Party 
in a capitulation to notions of privacy that simply block out 
the human identity and rights of unborn children. Even in an 
age when sonograms testify with the eloquence of truth and 
life itself that children in the womb are genuinely our brothers 
and sisters, our daughters and sons, the annihilation of their 

humanity in perception and in fact continues. Catholic social 
teaching has consistently demanded that there be legal pro- 
tections for the unborn, as they are the most vulnerable and 
victimized of humanity. But we are rapidly moving toward be- 
coming a nation split in two: with half of our country moving 
toward laws safeguarding the unborn and the other half of our 
country adopting ever more extreme laws that allow the killing 

of children on the verge of birth. It is for all of these reasons 
that so many in the Church consider abortion to be the preemi- 
nent political imperative at stake in 2020. 

At the same time there is a clear international scien- 
tific consensus that climate change caused by the use of fos- 
sil fuels and other human activities poses an existential threat 
to the very future of humanity and that air pollution resulting 
from fossil fuels is already a major cause of premature death 
on our planet. Existing trajectories of pollutants being placed 
in the atmosphere by human activity, 1f unchecked, will raise 
the temperature of the earth in the coming decades, generating 
catastrophic rises in human exposure to deadly heat, devastat- 
ing rises 1n water levels and massive exposure to a series of 
perilous viruses. In addition, there will be severe widespread 
famines, draughts and massive dislocations of peoples that will 
cause untold deaths, human suffering and violent conflict. The 
devastating fires in Australia are a sign of what lies before us, 
and a testimony that, on so many levels, our current pollution 
of the earth is stealing the future from coming generations. Be- 
cause the trajectory of danger unleashed by fossil fuels is in- 
creasing so rapidly, the next ten years are critical to staunching 
the threat to our planet. The United States, which was once a 
leader in this effort, has in the current Administration become 

the leader in resisting efforts to combat climate change and in 
denying its existence. As a consequence, the survival of the 
planet, which is the prerequisite for all human life, is at risk. 

Against the backdrop of these two monumental threats 
to human life, how can one evaluate the competing claims that 
either abortion or climate change should be uniquely preem- 
inent in Catholic social teaching regarding the formation of 
Americans as citizens and believers? Four points should be 
considered. 
1. There is no mandate in universal Catholic social teaching 

that gives a categorical priority to either of these issues as 
uniquely determinative of the common good. 

2. The death toll from abortion is more immediate, but the 

long-term death toll from unchecked climate change 1s 
larger and threatens the very future of humanity. 

3. Both abortion and the environment are core life issues in 
Catholic teaching. 

4, The designation of either of these issues as the preemi- 
nent question in Catholic social teaching at this time in 
the United States will inevitably be hijacked by partisan 
forces to propose that Catholics have an overriding duty 
to vote for candidates that espouse that position. Recent 
electoral history shows this to be a certainty. 

Racial myustice is on the rise, buttressed by a new lan- 
guage and symbolism that seeks to advance the evil of white 
nationalism and create structures of racial prejudice for a new 
generation. 

The question of preeminence is further clouded by a 
third compelling issue our country faces in this election cycle 
— the culture of exclusion that has grown so dramatically in 
our nation during the last three years. Racial injustice is on the 
rise, buttressed by a new language and symbolism that seeks 

Continued on page 7
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Au 
cl hings 

onsidered 
Sunday School opens today at 

St. Ambrose, but not in a way that has 
been seen in any of our recent history. 
Amid the uncertainty of the coming 
2020-2021 school year, our Religious 
Education Director Kelly Woolums 
and I came to a decision months ago 
that we needed a hybrid model for 
catechesis. That led us to the decision 
that for at least through December, we 
would go to a downloadable pdf ap- 
proach. We were fortunate that our text 
book publisher, Our Sunday Visitor, 
already anticipated our need. You can 
check out how that looks and review 
the material for yourself at osvcurricu- 
lum.com/faithathome 

We’re elated that 88 families 
have already signed up for our pro- 
gram. That represents 126 individual 
students. Four of our families from last 
semester now have their children in a 
parochial school and four new families 
have joined up for the first time. 

Our registration deadline was 
September 11", but if you call now we 
will do our best to work you and your 
family into the program. Online pro- 
gramming begins this Sunday. 

VIA DAD 

This coming Saturday, at a 
special liturgy planned for the after- 
noon, 15 of our 3" graders will partici- 
pate in a Corporate First Communion, 
with many of the cultural trappings as- 
sociated with that in Catholic life. 

These kids were on track for 
their reception of the Sacrament this 
past Holy Week, but the public ceremo- 
nies of the Triduum were lost this year 
in the world-wide pandemic. Perhaps 
our absence from the Eucharist during 
quarantine enhances the importance of 
why these First Holy Communions are 
an exciting event for the whole parish. 

Hopefully, your desire for re- 
ceiving Christ in Communion moti- 
vates you to participate at Mass again. 
— either on line, or even better, in per- 
son. Weekend attendance is increasing, 
yet we still have a lot of safe-distinc- 
ing space that remains unused in our 
Church building. 

VIA DAD 

Negotiating Oysterfest in the 
midst of a pandemic was challenging, 
to say the least. That was further com- 
plicated by rain, a no show from our 
musicians, and a simple delivery sys- 
tem that became exceedingly complex. 
Every Oysterfest 1s difficult in its own 
way — this one took the cake! 

An incredible group of Am- 
brosians steadfastly braved all the odds 

and “carried on.” So did our patrons 
who took delay and flubbed orders with 
a smile. While there are lots of candi- 
dates for “service beyond the call of 
duty” my vote goes to the young people 
of the parish composed mostly from 
our religious education class. They 
were quick to assess the situation and 
began to process and deliver orders for 
hours on end. In previous Oysterfests, 
our young talent usually gets relegated 
to dopey jobs like soft-drink service 
and trash pick-up. At this fest, they put 
themselves front and center. It goes 
with what we have found here in other 
situations —youth ministry is something 
young people do, rather than having it 
done to them. Under the leadership of 
catechist, John Clark were Lina Baer, 

Ella Biter, Ella Johnson, Dailey Jo- 
gan, Vincent Maffessoli, Claire Ot- 
tinger, Madison Turnbull, Cassidy 
Woolums and Jack Vethacke. 

We all need to appreciate the 
months of work that our Office Man- 
ager, Peggy O’Connor put into chart- 
ing unknown waters of a virtual event. 
Thanks to our benefactors and spon- 
sors who up-fronted the cash to get the 
show on the road. Thanks to those who 
carted food and equipment. Thanks to 
restaurateurs like Brian Samut at An- 
tonio’s, Rachel Srodek at Srodek’s and 

the Blancke family from Sindbads who 
prepared and sent some marvelous en- 
trees our way. To Carrie Dul and Dave 
Lubanski for their gift of wine, to 

Continued on page 4... 
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All Things Considered 
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ff. ® St. Ambrose Parish was live. 

mor id: @ 

Welcome to Oysterfest! 

  

Our hosts for the evening are: 

Leslie Leitch is a professor in the English department at Wayne County 

Community College and a St. Ambrose lector and parishioner. ... See 

More   

  
58:34 / 3:09: 

  

Mark Reith for the beer and to his staff for helping to fill the 
missing pieces once the event was in progress. To Paul and 
Carol Schaap who underwrote the cost of the tent and tables. 
To Tom and Bev Bennert to cover the cost of the oysters, and 
to Bill Sumner whose generosity underwrote the Oysterfest 
Raffle. 

And speaking of the raffle, here are the names of the 
ten winners who each received a very nice $1,000 stimulus 
package. It was gratifying to see how many of these winners 
are also long-time generous parishioners! For years, Oyster- 
fest Raffle sales have been stuck in the $10 - $12 K range. 
This year, with cash prizes, we drew in a larger audience. We 
saw $18K. in sales. 

This year’s winners, are all from the parish and one 
is an alumnus. They are Patrick Mann, Marilyn Whea- 
ton; Matt Turnbull, Dennis Peternel, Jon Shefferly, John 

Graves, Patti Gudsen, Leslie Leitch, Janet Dettloff and 

Greg Randall. Three of our winners donated part of their 
winnings back to the parish! 

We go to press too early to come up with any kind of 
accurate total as to how we did financially. We should have 
that report by next week. I’m confident that we ended up in 
the positive. 

I hope that you had an opportunity to experience 
Oysterfest in some way, shape or another. The report from 
those who watched the event on-line was uniformly positive. 
This “virtual stuff’ is harder than it looks. Thanks to Zacha- 
ry Bucholtz, Christine Busque, Steve Linne, Leslie Leitch 
and ML Elrich who made it look easy. If you didn’t watch in 
real time, take a look at facebook.com/stambroseparish/ 

TRP 

Faith Formation Station 
This is the first weekend for our Virtual Sunday 

School. We are truly grateful to the individuals who stepped 
forward this year to take on the ministry of catechesis amidst 
the challenges of a pandemic and a new online program. 
With enthusiasm and faith these catechists move forward to 
evangelize our families in a new and unique way. St. Am- 
brose proudly introduces the following catechists for the 
2020-2021 faith formation year: 

¢ Grade 1: Julianna Tague and Cassidy Woolums 
Grade 2: Elizabeth Puleo-Tague * Grade 3: Sophie Hugh 
Grade 4: ¢ Grade 5: Grant Ruttinger * Grade 6: Laura Bush- 
Terry « Grade 7: Nichole Flynn ¢ Grade 8: Victoria Hugh 
¢ Grade 9: John Clark 

With a great deal of enthusiasm we welcome every- 
one to this new learning year. We look forward not only to 
supporting families but also to learning — because religious 
education is a community journey. Together, we will learn 
about Jesus, Scripture, and Church history. Together we will 
encounter Jesus, grow in our faith, and be witness to the love 
of God for everyone. Together we will build a community of 
faith, hope, and love. 

In the weeks ahead there will be information offered 
on how our extended parish family, parishioners without 
children in the program, can be involved in our online learn- 
ing experience this year. There will be opportunities for on- 
line adult faith formation provided by our religious education 
publisher this year: Our Sunday Visitor. We look forward to 
building up the domestic church in all of our homes this year. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support for our 
families, our students, our catechists and our program. 

GENERAL PROGRAM NOTES: 
¢ Materials Pick-up for all registered families were 

available in the ARK following the weekend liturgies: Satur- 
day September 26" from 5—6:30 p.m. and Sunday September 
27" from 11:30 a.m—1 p.m. 
e Online programming begins October 4". 
e All program emails and parish communications are be- 

ing sent via Flocknote. If you wish to receive text notifi- 
cations, please sign up through the parish website. 

FIRST EUCHARIST FAMILIES: 
e Our class celebration is October 10" at 1:30 p.m. 
e Online registration and celebration information will go 

out October 1“. 
Kelly Woolums 

Vincentian Reflection 
The good news of this Gospel is that all we need to 

do is let God tend us and bring us to produce good fruit. All 

we need do 1s be faithful; God will take care of the rest. 

Please help the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to 

bring the love and mercy of Jesus to those who feel left out 

and abandoned.
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The Buzz 
This weekend is packed full of things the Church offers us for focused prayer 

and consideration. Here at St. Ambrose, families begin the distance-learning, online, 

formal religious education program for our children. Materials were picked up by 

families after both masses last weekend. So I trust everyone is ready to hit the ground 

running today. Over a number of decades of ministry in several parishes, I was al- 

ways trying to find the most effective ways to include adults (i.e. parents and other 
caregivers) more directly in the catechesis of their children. After all, the official 

teaching of the Catholic Church is that parents are the primary religious educators of 

their children! This is not an abandonment of a parish’s responsibility to provide a 

formal systematic presentation of doctrine to our youngsters. It is simply an acknowl- 

edgment of some basics about faith and human nature. 

Over those same decades, at many different adult gatherings, I have asked 

three questions of the audience: 

1. What is the most important thing you have learned in/about life? 

2. From whom did you learn it? 

3. How and when did you learn it? 

I’m sure you can guess at how the vast majority of participants answered. What about 

you?! 

The foundation of faith built by parents is crucial and irreplaceable. How 

much more powerful if parents would have not only this “heart” of faith, but also be 

knowledgeable and confident about the content of the catechetical transmition of it to 

others ... especially the young members of our households and parish community! In 

this context, COVID 1s providing us an opportunity for parents to plunge more deeply 

into their own faith. I would be fascinated to hear from you parents (and I bet grand- 

parents too) about new and surprising things you have encountered by participating 
in your children’s religious education program and materials. I’m even interested in 

your disagreements and upsets about what you might find as well. (Often I can help 

by doing some “translating” of the terms and times of catechetics from our “days of 

the giants” to the present.) Give me a call or send me a note about your experiences. 
SY 

Also, this weekend is designated by the larger Catholic Church as Respect 

Life Sunday, which begins a thematic emphasis for the whole month — “Live the 

Gospel of Life.” Contrary to what many inside or outside our Faith may believe, “Re- 

spect Life” is not just about one issue. Yes, it’s about abortion. Let’s never diminish 

our efforts in this regard. But did you know that the Catholic Church officially and 

doctrinally is opposed to capital punishment. And did you know that our American 

bishops are expressing solidarity with the hundreds of thousands of immigrants and 

their children threatened by last month’s ruling by the 9th U.S. Circuit Court ending 

their Temporary Protected Status (TPS). Respect Life is much more complicated a 

moral agenda than most of us are aware. The late Cardinal Bernardin’s analogy of a 

“seamless garment’ in Catholic social/moral teaching should cause us all to feel un- 

easily challenged. It should also cause us to be more politically restless. As has been 

delightfully expressed: ‘So many gray issues require the application of a lot more 
“gray matter!’ 

SY 

Today, October 4", is traditionally the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi. If all 

goes well, we’ll have had a fun and “uneventful” blessing of pets at the 10:00 Sunday 

morning mass. How tender and gentle to remember a saint portrayed with animals 

and honored with birdbath statuary. A perfectly good emphasis for children. 

But for adults — look into the stories from the life and legend of Francis and 

discover why he is associated with those images and why he is the patron saint of 

ecology. There is always something new (even if we think it old) to challenge us to 

learn and grow in our faith. Have a great October! 

Chuck Dropiewski 

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri 

Dr. Norah Duncan IV — on hiatus 
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 

Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net   
  

  

  
  
  

Number of Families ...0...ccceceeeee 800 

Returns to date w.ccccccesseeeeen 26 

Average Gift ('19) 0... $463 

Quota for the Archdiocese $70,663 

Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000 

Parish ’20 Target...... $122,663 

Received as of 9/30/20........... $ 16,629 

«Due to the pandemic, the Catholic 
Services Appeal has been delayed from 
the spring until now. There has been a 

15% reduction in our target reflecting a 
15% reduction in the AoD budget. 

«We are responsible for a minimum of 
$70,663. After that all overages will be 
applied to our insurances. CSA gifts are 
exempt from the regular Archdiocesan 
taxation.    
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Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week 
October 5 

Blessed Francis Xavier Seclos, priest 

October 6 

St.Bruno, priest 

October 7 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

October 8 

Weekday 27" week in Ordinary Time 

October 9 

St. Denis, bishop & companions, martyrs 

St. John Leonardi, priest 

October 10 

1:30 p.m. - Formal First Holy Communion 

4:00 p.m. Mass — 28" Sunday in Ord. Time 

October 11 

10:00 a.m. Mass —28" Sunday in Ord. Time 

*Web broadcast of Mass from 

St Ambrose will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
and will be accessible throughout the day. 

Blessed be God 
in All His Designs 

In the spirit of Blessed Solanus 
Casey, the Capuchins invite women to 
encounter Christ in a new way during 
a silent weekend retreat beginning the 
evening of October 16" and ends with 
lunch at noon on Sunday. The cost of 
the weekend is $200. You will find reg- 
istration information capretreat.org 

Scriptures for the 27% 
Week in Ordinary Time 

October 5 

Gal 1: 6-12 

Ps 111: 1b-2, 7-9, 10c 

Lk 10: 25-37 
October 6 

Gal 1: 13-24 
Ps 139: 1b-3, 13-15 

Lk 10: 38-42 
October 7 

Gal 2: 1-2, 7-14 
Ps 117: 1be, 2 

Lk 11: 1-4 

October 8 

Gal 2: 1-5 

(Ps) Lk 1: 69-75 
Lk 11: 5-13 

October 9 

Gal 3: 7-14 

Ps 111: 1b-6 

Lk 11: 15-26 

October 10 

Gal 3: 22-29 
Ps 105: 2-7 

Lk 11: 27-28 
October 11 

Is 25: 6-10a 

Ps 23: 1-6 

Phil 4: 12-14, 19-20 
Mt 22: 1-14 or 22: 1-10 

  

  

28' Sunday in Ordinary “Cime 
The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. We will continue to tape 

the 4:00 masses for broadcast the next day. We have opened that mass to a 

congregation of 25% of the building’s capacity — roughly 150 persons. 

Face masks and social distancing is required. 

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays at 

St. Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning. Again, we can 

only allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity - 150 persons - 

and face masks and social distancing is required. 

View next Sunday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive 

on youtube.stambrosechurch.net starting at 10:00 a.m.     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............6. $10,100.00 

On Sunday, September 27, 2020 

in envelopes we received........... $4,226.00 

in the loose collection .......0.....0.. $1,164.00 

in electronic donations ................ $4,926.00 

for a total Of... ceeeeeeeeeeees $10,316.00 

Over budget for the week................ $216.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used ..............00000 34 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann Sullivan 

Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 

Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 

Billings, Vilma Marone, Eileen 

O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 

Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, 

Frank Gregory, Alex Biulliu, Jerry 

Hansen, Jackie Walkowski, Kristen 

Kingzett, | Valerie Dryden, Maria 

Simcina, Albina Checki, Brian Tague, 

Sharif Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Ann 

Purvis, Chris Walsh, Jerry Gutowski, 

Kevin O’Connor, Rocko  Carion, 

and those suffering and hospitalized 

worldwide with COVID-19. 

Our Dead 
Helen Elizabeth Cantwell/Os- 

borne was born on September 2, 1921 
in Marion, Ohio. She passed away at 
her home in Grosse Pointe Woods on 
September 22, 2020 after having re- 
ceived Anointing and Viaticum. 

Helen grew up in Detroit and 
attended St. Ambrose Elementary 
School, and graduated from St. Mary’s 
Commercial High School (Greektown) 
in 1939. Helen worked as a secretary 
most of her adult life including work- 
ing for the Grosse Pointe school sys- 
tem. She loved to travel visiting Ireland 
multiple times. On her 85 birthday she 
walked the Mackinac Bridge. On her 
90" birthday she toured Alaska. 

Helen’s funeral liturgy was 
celebrated here by Fr. Pelc on Septem- 
ber 26%. 

Helen is survived by her 
daughter, Barbarann Osborne, and 
predeceased by her parents, Mae & 
Jim Cantwell; husband, Arthur Jack 

Osborne; sister Mary Margaret Hyn- 
ous (Robert) and brother John Michael 
Cantwell (Elizabeth) and survived by 
many nieces and nephews. She will be 
missed by her loving daughter, family 
and friends. 

Spending Spotlight 
As we work to redevelop or 

sell the convent property at 1200 Al- 

ter Road, we need to keep the proper- 

ty as ready to show as possible. That 

includes keeping the utilities on year 

round. The cost of lighting and heating 

that space is $343.00 per month.
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Voting with Faith and Conscience   

Continued from page 2 

to advance the evil of white nationalism and create structures 
of racial prejudice for a new generation. 

Immigrants and refugees, who have been at the core 
of America’s history as a source of vitality and richness, are 
portrayed as a cause for fear and suspicion in our society rath- 
er than of solidarity. Members of the Muslim community are 
widely characterized as aliens whose religion automatically 
means they cannot be trusted, while incidents of vile and per- 
vasive anti-Semitism are on the rise. 

The culture of exclusion has unleashed a poison of 
animosity against immigrants that paralyzes our politics so 
deeply that we cannot even find a pathway to protect young 
men and women who came to this nation as children and now 
thirst to be citizens of the only land they have ever known. The 
deadly imprint of racist structures and legacies on our criminal 
justice system magnifies fears and resentments among African 
American and Hispanic families and further imperils the men 
and women who give their lives to law enforcement. Racial 
and ethnic disparities in education, health, job availability and 
housing which are rooted in our nation’s historic culture of 
exclusion dramatically propel the breakdown of marriage and 
family life. And inequalities of wealth and income make it all 
but impossible to overcome the enduring challenges of work 
and poverty 1n our nation. 

On virtually every question of human life and dig- 
nity the growing culture of exclusion in our nation reinforces 
and propels cleavages that are highly destructive to all of the 
goals that lie at the center of Catholic social teaching. For this 
reason, many faith-filled Catholics believe that in this elec- 
tion cycle the most compelling issue that arises from Catholic 
social teaching for American voters 1s the need to repudiate 
radically this culture of exclusion before it spreads further and 
leads to new levels of moral paralysis and division. 

Seen against this background of abortion, climate 
change and the culture of exclusion, it 1s clear that the faith- 
filled voter who seeks to be guided by Catholic social teaching 
is confronted by compelling moral claims that cut across the 
partisan and cultural divides of our nation. The pathway from 
these cross-cutting moral claims to decisions on particular 
candidates 1s not a direct and singular one in Catholic teach- 
ing, rooted in one issue. For this reason, the drive to label a 
single issue preemment distorts the call to authentic disciple- 
ship in voting rather than advancing tt. 

Opportunity, competence and character 
In America today a faith-filled voter is called to ap- 

proach voting from a stance of bridge-building and healing for 
our nation. Such a voter is also called to integrate into his vot- 
ing decisions the major salient elements of Catholic teaching 
that touch upon the political issues of our day, understanding 
that these teachings vary in priority and claim, but are united 

in their orientation to the common good. 
But voting for candidates ultimately involves choos- 

ing a candidate for public office, not a stance, nor a specific 
teaching of the Church. And for this reason, faithful voting in- 
volves careful consideration of the specific ability of a particu- 
lar candidate to actually advance the common good. In mak- 
ing this assessment, opportunity, competence and character all 
come into play. 

The question of opportunity is pivotal in voting dis- 
cipleship. What are the elements of human life and dignity that 
a specific candidate will actually be able to advance given the 
scope of the office she is seeking, the crucial issues that are 
likely to face him during her term, and the policy positions 
he embraces? What coalitions will he be likely to join and ad- 
vance? In short, what capacity will he have, in the specific po- 
litical context she will face, to transform law and public policy 
in key sectors in order to promote the common good? 

Competence is also a central metric for faith-filled 
voters to consider. It does little good to elect a saint who echoes 
Catholic social teaching on every issue if that candidate does 
not have the competence to carry out his duties effectively and 
thereby enhance the common good. Faith-filled voters must as- 
sess the intelligence, human relations skills, mastery of policy 
and intuitive insights that each candidate brings to bear, for 
voting discipleship seeks results, not merely aspirations. 

Finally, because our nation 1s in a moment of political 
division and degradation in its public life, character represents 
a particularly compelling criterion for faithful voting in 2020. 
In the United States, political leaders, especially at the highest 
levels, imprint their character in pivotal ways upon the entire 
political culture, and thus on society itself. Today, leaders in 
government embrace corrosive tactics and language, fostering 
division rather than unity. The notion of truth itself has lost its 
footing in our public debate. Collegiality has been discarded. 
Principles are merely justifications for partisan actions, to be 
abandoned when those principles no longer favor a partisan 
advantage. There is a fundamental lack of political courage in 
the land. 

For all these reasons, character is an even more es- 

sential element in effective farth-filled voting at the present 
moment, and another reason why faith-filled voting cannot be 
simply reduced to a series of competing social justice teach- 
ings. 

In the end, it is the candidate who is on the ballot, 

not a specific issue. The faith-filled voter is asked to make 
the complex judgment: which candidate will be likely to best 
advance the common good through his office in the particular 
political context he will face? Such a decision embraces the 
planes of principle and character, competence and capacity. 
And for the faithful voter, the very complexity of this moral 
judgment demands a recourse to the voice of God which lies 
deep within each of us — our conscience. 

Read Bishop McElroy’: conclusions at https://www. 
ncronline. org/news/opinion bishop-mcelroy-voting-faith-and- 
conscience


