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A Short Version ai Oppel Tutte? 

    

The following in a Vatican abstract of Pope Fran- 

cis’ latest Encyclical Fratelli Tutti, promulgated last week. 

Access the full text at vatican.va. 

What are the great ideals but also the tangible ways 

to advance for those who wish to build a more just and fra- 

ternal world in their ordinary relationships, in social life, 

politics and institutions? 

This 1s mainly the question that Fratelli tutti 1s intend- 

ed to answer: the Pope describes it as a “Social Encyclical” (6) 

which borrows the title of the “Admonitions” of Saint Francis 

of Assisi, who used these words to “address his brothers and 

sisters and proposed to them a way of life marked by the flavour 
of the Gospel” (Par 1). In the background of the Encyclical is 

the Covid-19 pandemic which, Francis reveals, “unexpectedly 

erupted” as he “was writing this letter.” But the global health 

emergency has helped demonstrate that “no one can face life in 

isolation” and that the time has truly come to “dream, then, as 

a single human family” (Par 8). 

Chapter One: dark clouds 
cover the world 

In the first of eight chapters, which is entitled “Dark 

Clouds over a Closed World’, the document reflects on the 

many distortions of the contemporary era: the manipulation 

%,% a! Ane 

and deformation of concepts such as democracy, freedom, 
justice; the loss of the meaning of the social community and 

history; selfishness and indifference toward the common good; 

the prevalence of a market logic based on profit and the cul- 

ture of waste; unemployment, racism, poverty; the disparity of 

rights and its aberrations such as slavery, trafficking, women 

subjugated and then forced to abort, organ trafficking (see Par 

10-24). The Pope, also sounding the alarm against a “culture of 

walls” that favours the proliferation of organized crime, fuelled 

by fear and loneliness (see Par 27-28). 

Chapter Two: strangers on the road 
To many shadows, however, the Encyclical responds 

with a luminous example, a herald of hope: the Good Samari- 

tan. The second chapter, “A stranger on the road,” is dedicated 

to this figure. In it, the Pope emphasizes that, in an unhealthy 

society that turns its back on suffering and that is “illiterate” in 

caring for the frail and vulnerable (see Par 64-65), we are all 

called — just like the Good Samaritan — to become neighbors to 

others (see Par 81), overcoming prejudices, personal interests, 

historic and cultural barriers. We all, in fact, are co-responsible 

in creating a society that is able to include, integrate and lift up 

those who have fallen or are suffering (see Par 77). 

Continued on page 2
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‘Fratelli Tutti’ 
Continued from page | 

  

Chapter Three: vision of an open world 
In this chapter Francis exhorts us to go ““outside’ the 

self’ in order to find “a fuller existence in another” (Par 88), 

opening ourselves up to the other according to the dynamism 

of charity which makes us tend toward “universal fulfilment” 

(Par 95). In the background — the Encyclical recalls — the spiri- 

tual stature of a person’s life is measured by love, which al- 

ways “takes first place” and leads us to seek better for the life 

of the other, far from all selfishness (Par 92-93). The sense 

of solidarity and of fraternity begin within the family, in their 

“primary and vital mission of education” (Par 114). 

The right to live with dignity cannot be denied to any- 

one, the Pope again affirms, and since rights have no borders, 

no one can remain excluded, regardless of where they are born 

(see Par 121) In this perspective the Pontiff also calls us to 

consider “an ethics of international relations” (see Par 126), 

because every country also belongs to foreigners and the goods 

of the territory cannot be denied to those who are in need and 

come from another place. Thus, the natural right to private 

property will be secondary to the principal of the universal 

destination of created goods (see Par 120). 

Chapter Four: heart open to the world 
With their lives “at stake” (Par 37), fleeing from war, 

persecution, natural catastrophes, unscrupulous trafficking, 

ripped from their communities of origin, migrants are to be 

welcomed, protected, supported and integrated. Unnecessary 

migration needs to be avoided, the Pontiff affirms, by creating 

concrete opportunities to live with dignity in the countries of 

origin. But at the same time, we need to respect the right to 
seek a better life elsewhere. In receiving countries, the right 

balance will be between the protection of citizens’ rights and 

the guarantee of welcome and assistance for migrants (see Par 

38-40). What is needed above all — the document reads — is 

global governance, an international collaboration for migra- 

tion which implements long-term planning, going beyond 

single emergencies, on behalf of the supportive development 

of all peoples (see Par 129-132). 

Chapter Five: better politics 
The theme of the fifth chapter is “A better kind of 

politics,” which represents one of the most valuable forms of 

charity because it is placed at the service of the common good 

(see Par 180) and recognizes the importance of people. This is 

the populism indicated by Francis, which counters that “popu- 

lism” which ignores the legitimacy of the notion of “people”, 

by attracting consensuses in order to exploit them for its own 

service and fomenting selfishness in order to increase its own 
popularity (see Par 159). 

The politics we need, Francis also underscores, 1s a 

politics centred on human dignity and not subjected to finance 

because “the marketplace, by itself, cannot resolve every 

problem”: the “havoc” wreaked by financial speculation has 

demonstrated this (see Par 168). Hence, popular movements 

have taken on particular relevance: as true “torrents of moral 

energy’, they must be engaged in society with greater coordi- 

nation. In this way — the Pope states — it will be possible to go 

beyond a Policy “with” and “of” the poor (see Par 169). 

Another hope present in the Encyclical regards the 

reform of the UN: in the face of the predominance of the eco- 

nomic dimension, a task of the United Nations will be to give 

substance to the concept of a “family of nations” working for 

the common good, the eradication of poverty and the protec- 

tion of human rights. Tireless recourse “to negotiation, media- 

tion and arbitration” — the Papal Document states — the UN 

must promote the force of law rather than the law of force (see 
Par 173-175). 

Chapter Six: dialogue and friendship 
From the sixth chapter, “Dialogue and friendship in 

society”, further emerges the concept of life as the “art of en- 

counter” with everyone, even with the world’s peripheries and 

with original peoples, because “each of us can learn something 

from others. No one is useless and no one is expendable” (see 

Par 215). Then, of particular note, is the Pope’s reference to the 

miracle of “kindness”, an attitude to be recovered because it 

is a star “shining in the midst of darkness” and “frees us from 

the cruelty ... the anxiety ... the frantic flurry of activity” that 
prevail in the contemporary era (see Par 222-224). 

Chapter Seven: renewed encounter 
The value and promotion of peace is reflected on in 

the seventh chapter, “Paths of renewed encounter,” in which 

the Pope underlines that peace is connected to truth, justice and 

mercy. It is “proactive” and aims at forming a society based 

on service to others and on the pursuit of reconciliation and 

mutual development (see Par 227-229). 

Thus, peace is an “art” that involves and regards ev- 

eryone and in which each one must do his or her part in “a 

never-ending task” (see Par 227-232). Forgiveness is linked 

to peace: we must love everyone, without exception — the En- 

cyclical reads — but loving an oppressor means helping him to 

change and not allowing him to continue oppressing his neigh- 

bour (see Par 241-242). To forgive does not mean to forget, 

but to renounce the destructive power of evil and the desire 

for revenge. Never forget “horrors” like the Shoah, the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, persecutions and ethnic 

massacres — exhorts the Pope. They must be remembered al- 

ways, anew, so as not be become anaesthetized and to keep the 

flame of collective conscience alive. It is just as important to 

remember the good (see Par 246-252). 

“Just War” 
Part of the seventh chapter, then, focuses on war: “a 

constant threat’, that represents “the negation of all rights”, “a 

failure of politics and of humanity”, and “a stinging defeat be- 

fore the forces of evil”. Moreover, due to nuclear/chemical and 

biological weapons that strike many innocent civilians, today 

Continued on page 4
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cl hings 

onsidered 
In the early summer, we had 

pretty much decided that there would 

be no 30" Oysterfest this year. All signs 
showed the coronavirus pandemic was 

going to be around for a while and that 

it would be very difficult to get our 

usual restaurant vendors to participate 

since many were operating on 

duplicate orders. It was... challenging, 

as I said. 

Despite it all, we managed to 

muddle through (thanks to the hard 

work of volunteers and especially, to 

the teens in the Confirmation class who 

rode to the rescue and stuck it out to the 

bitter end). The first Virtual Oysterfest, 

in fact, ended up registering a higher 

profit margin than any in the last four 

years. Downsizing allowed us to cut 

some expenses and we benefitted from 

an extremely successful raffle with sales 

nearly double, and a bottom line boost 

thanks to our amazing sponsors. 

or give us a call and tell us what went 

wrong. Apologies in advance. 

With Covid still kicking up 

havoc all around and things up in the air 

with the Archdiocese of Detroit’s Fami- 

lies of Parishes plan, there’s no telling 

whether or not there will be a 31* Oys- 

terfest next year. If there isn’t, we can 

at least say — thanks to the 2020 Virtual 

Oysterfest — that we partied for three de- 

cades, we went out on a (financial) high 

note and we have some pretty amazing 

memories to take away with us. 
WAN 

The reorganization plan for the 
  

the thinnest of margins. Sadly, 

some were not operating at all. 

We were right about both. 

Still, when we read 

about Detroit-area non profits 

that had achieved some suc- 

cess by creating and offering 

“virtual” events, that seemed 

like a way in which we could 

still have the “best” of the Oys- 

terfest traditions even if we 

couldn’t gather by the hundreds 

under the tents at the corner 
of Lakepointe and Kercheval 

  

Oysterfest 2020 
-e 

~ ‘      

  

parishes in our Archdiocese 

plows along toward its inevi- 

table outcome by Advent of 

this year. Called “Family of 

Parishes” it is the Archbishop’s 

attempt to get ahead of the 

clergy staffing crisis which an- 

ticipated a drop of at least 100 

priests in the next ten years. As 

I reported to you some weeks 

ago, Fr. Novelly of St. Mat- 

thew along with Fr. Kowalczyk 

of St. Clare of Montefalco and 

myself had met and agreed to 

make one “family.” While we     

in the Park. Furthermore, we 

sought to maintain some of the fabric 

of community that had been threatened 

during months of quarantine. 

What followed was __ three 

months of brainstorming, planning, tri- 

al and error work with online ordering 

software platforms and just plain, old- 

fashioned event preparation. 

The idea was to offer some 

Oysterfest favorite foods — prepared 

by our ARK staff and a couple of local 

restaurants who could still afford to do- 

nate — and beverages to order as carry 

outs, conduct a raffle with cash prizes to 

spice things up a bit, get Bob Mervak’s 

trio to play as usual, and live-stream the 

whole thing. 

But, as mentioned in last week’s 

bulletin — negotiating Oysterfest in the 

midst of a pandemic was challenging, to 

say the least. That was further compli- 

cated by rain, a no-show from our musi- 

clans and a simple delivery system that 

became exceedingly complex — result- 

ing in long wait times and mixed up or 

With only a couple of outstand- 

ing bills yet to be submitted, our net 

profit stands at $57,398.57 — more than 

$22,000 over last year’s final bottom 

line! That’s fantastic considering that 

we really couldn’t — as we usually do — 

host a crowd that tends to keep buying 

beer and wine throughout the event, and 

to purchasing additional raffle tickets as 

the evening wears on. 

We are extremely grateful to 

the volunteers who braved the elements 

and the food delivery hiccups, to Mark 

Rieth who partnered with St. Ambrose 

this year and to everyone who worked 

so hard to plan and prepare. 

It wouldn’t be honest not to 

admit that there were a number of dis- 

appointed patrons who waited way too 

long for their food and then there were 

orders that were botched — some rather 

badly. We certainly don’t want Oyster- 

fest to leave a bad taste in your mouth, 

so to speak, so we’re prepared to make 

partial or full refunds. Drop us a line 

have yet to get final approval 

on that, we received unofficial word 

that the Archdiocese wants St. Paul on 

the Lake to be a part of our family. That 

was in the original Archdiocesan plan — 

and I and my other colleagues had re- 

jected that mostly because we felt that 

our individual parish charisms would be 

absorbed by the much larger St. Paul’s, 

in addition to doubling the sacramental 

work load of the family. We shall see 

how this develops. My guess is that the 

AoD will get the family 1t wants. 

Now, the AoD is asking every 

parish to participate in three exercises 

that will help define the “culture of the 

parish” as they call it. According to the 

email sent to us, the information gained 
from this exercise will. 

e Define the strengths, needs and 

charisms of each parish and help 

insure that the identity and unique 

characteristics of each parish are 

recognized and shared within each 

family. 
Continued on page 4.
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All Things Considered 

Continued from page three... 
  

e Provide input to the Assignment 

Board as they seek to match the tal- 

ents of the clergy with the needs of 

the parish as assignments are made. 

e Assist with the development of 

strategic plans as we enter the Sent 

of Mission phase for Families of 

Parishes. 

The email goes on to “...recog- 

nize that parish functions and activities 

have been significantly reduced this 

past year due to the covid-19 pandem- 

ic.” It asks that the exercise respond as 

to what our “parish does, considered the 

ministries, events, activities, services, 

etc. that are available under normal cir- 

cumstances and that [we] plan to con- 

tinue to provide.” 

Specifically, the process from 
the AoD asks for 8 to 20 persons in the 

parish (including staff) to assist in com- 

pleting this process before November 

18". IT am asking our pastoral minister, 

Chuck Dropiewski and our Parish Coun- 

cil President, Grant Ruttinger to take 

the lead in assembling this information. 

Should you want to become directly 1n- 

volved, send your contact information 

to us at the rectory. Should we have sig- 

nificantly more than the 20 respondents, 

we may have to do some editing. I envi- 

sion that the whole process would/could 

be accomplished electronically. 

When this team is identified, 

they will be directed to an on-line par- 

ish Survey that each participant will 

complete. 
Then these 8-20 identified lead- 

ers will link to the Parish Overview to 

capture the culture of our parish in writ- 

ing. Some of the written information | 

prepared earlier this Summer regarding 

how I saw our “family” would be ben- 

eficial and can be used here. 

This should be done by the 

end of this month. When it is, we are to 

schedule a two hour exercise SWOT (?) 

exercise with all 8-20 leaders to “further 

define the strengths, weaknesses, oppor- 

tunities and threats of our parish ” be- 

fore November 19". 

Piece of cake! 

TRP 

    
On Saturday, October 10, 2020, the Catholic Community of 

St. Ambrose celebrated the Solemn First Communion of: 

e Ben Biondo ® Charlie Bunch ¢ Daniel Clark ¢ Michael Combs 
e Riley DeGemmis ¢ Catherine Foka ¢ Stella Hampton 

e Keira Leech ¢ Declan O’Byrne © Mina Pohlman ¢ Brooklynn Stopinski 
e Ivy Surma ¢ Graham Welsh ¢ Jonas Wilborn 

Our Parish congratulates these other young people and the others who 
received First Communion this Summer: Darjus Segovia, Josh Mallow, 

Christopher Mallow and Julio Mallow, Hudson Lauver-Swanson, Lucy 
Nyenhuis, Grace Barczyk and Sydney Jensen. May they continue to be 
nourished at the table of the Lord every Sunday throughout their lifetime.     

  

‘Fratelli Tutti’   
Continued from page 2 

we can no longer think, as in the past, of the possibility of a “Just war’, but we must 

vehemently reaffirm: “Never again war!” The total elimination of nuclear arms 1s “a 

moral and humanitarian imperative”. With the money invested 1n weapons, the Pope 

suggests instead the establishment of a global fund for the elimination of hunger (see 

Par 255-262). 

Death penalty 
Francis expresses just as clearly a position with regard to the death penalty: 

it is inadmissible and must be abolished worldwide. Not even a murderer loses his 

personal dignity” — the Pope writes — “and God himself pledges to guarantee this” 

(Par 263-269). There is emphasis on the necessity to respect “the sacredness of life” 

(Par 283) where today “some parts of our human family, tt appears, can be readily 

sacrificed”, such as the unborn, the poor, the disabled and the elderly (Par 18). 

Chapter Eight: “Religions at the service 
of fraternity in our world” 

The Pontiff emphasizes that terrorism 1s not due to religion but to erroneous 

interpretations of religious texts, as well as “policies linked to hunger, poverty, injus- 

tice, oppression” (Par 282-283). a journey of peace among religions is possible and 

that it is therefore necessary to guarantee religious freedom, a fundamental human 

right for all believers (see Par 279). 

The Encyclical reflects, in particular, on the role of the Church: she does not 

“restrict her mission to the private sphere,” it states. While not engaging in politics 

she does not, however, renounce the political dimension of life itself, attention to the 

common good and concern for integral human development, according to evangeli- 
cal principals (see Par 276-278). 

Lastly, Francis quotes the “Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace 

and Living Together”, which he signed on 4 February 2019 in Abu Dhabi, along with 

the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyib: from that milestone of interreli- 

gious dialogue, the Pontiff returns to the appeal that, in the name of human fraternity, 

dialogue be adopted as the way, common cooperation as conduct, and mutual knowl- 
edge as method and standard (see Par 285). 

By Isabella Piro for vaticannews.va
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Faith Formation Station 
“Everyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me, and I in them.’ 

John 6:56 

On the night before Jesus died, there was probably so much on Jesus’ mind 

and in his heart that he wanted to share with his friends; however, time and space 

would only allow for so much. And so, Jesus broke bread and spoke the most 

profound words - leaving all of us with the challenge to keep on discovering the 

mystery and meaning of the Eucharist for ourselves, to keep on breaking bread in 

memory of him. 

J 

A group of sixteen students from our sacramental preparation class this 

year participated in their class Solemn Eucharist this Saturday. This year they 

learned that Jesus 1s always present to them and that he loves them infinitely. All of 

us who were blessed to walk beside them on their journey to the Table of the Lord 

— their parents, families, catechists, classmates, and the entire parish community — 

have been touched by their gift to us: through their wonder we have learned again 

what it means to taste and see the goodness of the Lord dwelling among us. We 

have been converted, evangelized, and transformed. These special children, and all 

our parish children, are gifts to our parish, to the entire Church, and to the world. 

We welcome the following children to the Lord’s Table on October 10, 
2020: Ben Biondo, Charlie Bunch, Daniel Clark, Michael Combs, Riley De- 

Gemmis, Catherine Foka, Stella Hampton, Sydney Jensen, Keira Leech, Declan 

O’Byrne, Mina Pohlman, Brooklynn Stopinski, Ivy Surma, Graham Welsh, and 

Jonas Wilborn. 

During this past summer, four other communicants came to the Lord’s 

table for the first time in individual ceremonies. They were Darjus Segovia, Josh 

Mallow, Christopher Mallow and Julio Mallow, along with Hudson Swanson, Lucy 

Nyenhuis, Grace Barczyk and and Sydney Jensen. 

A Blessing for Welcoming Children to the Lord’s Table 

by Laura Fanucci 

When Jesus blessed food to feed the thousands, 

it was a child who first brought forth 

the loaves and the fishes he had to share. 

Let us receive the gifts of children with open arms, 

that our whole community might be fed 

from their love and laughter. 

Bless the children who recetve communion 

for the first time, 

May they always be nourished by your love 

and strengthened to carry out your call 

to serve the hungry world as Jesus did. 

May all of us gathered in this place 

let ourselves be poured out 

in service of our callings. 
May our lives be blessed 

by the communion of your love. 

Amen. 

PROGRAM REMINDERS: Classes began October 4". If you have any questions 

regarding access to the online program via Flipgrid or the OSV website, please 

email the Religious Education Office reled.stambrose@comcast.net. Family email 

reminder communications will go out every Friday. 

Kelly Woolums 

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
Minister of Music: Louise Veltri 

Dr. Norah Duncan IV — on hiatus 
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 

Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net   
  

  

  
  
  

Number of Families ...0...ccceceeeee 800 

Returns to date w.ccccccesseeeeen 37 

Average Gift ('19) 0... $463 

Quota for the Archdiocese $70,663 

Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000 

Parish ’20 Target...... $122,663 

Received as of 10/7/20........... $ 20,954 

«Due to the pandemic, the Catholic 
Services Appeal has been delayed from 
the spring until now. There has been a 

15% reduction in our target reflecting a 
15% reduction in the AoD budget. 

«We are responsible for a minimum of 
$70,663. After that all overages will be 
applied to our insurances. CSA gifts are 
exempt from the regular Archdiocesan 
taxation.    
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Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week 
October 12 

Weekday 28" week in Ordinary Time 

October 13 

Weekday 28" week in Ordinary Time 

October 14 

St. Callistus | pope & martyr 

October 15 

St. Teresa of Jesus, virgin & doctor 

October 16 

St. Hedwig, religious & 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, virgin 

October 17 

St. Ignatius of Antioch, bishop & martyr 

1:30 p.m. - Wedding - Caitlin Hogan & 

Andrew Skebo 

4:00 p.m. Mass — 29” Sunday in Ord. Time 

October 18 

10:00 a.m. Mass —29" Sunday in Ord. Time 

*Web broadcast of Mass from 

St Ambrose will begin at 8:00 a.m. 

and will be accessible throughout the day. 

Spending Spotlight 
We’ve worked for years on en- 

hancing the quality of the sound in church, 

but video masses pushed us to also focus 
on improving the sound for broadcasting. 
We need a sound technician who resets and 
fine tunes the sound system each week. 
The cost of paying a sound technician, not 
counting camera persons, is $75 per mass. 
— or $1,500 for 20 masses. 

Scriptures for the 28% 
Week in Ordinary Time 

October 12 
Gal 4: 22-24, 26-27, 31-5: 1 

Ps 113: 1b-5a, 6-7 

Lk 11: 29-32 
October 13 

Gal 5: 1-6 
Ps 119: 41, 43-45, 47-48 

Lk 11: 37-41 
October 14 

Gal 5: 18-25 
Ps 1: 1-4, 6 

Lk 11: 42-26 

October 15 
Eph 1: 1-10 

Ps 98: 1-6 

Lk 11: 47-54 

October 16 
Eph 1: 11-14 

Ps 33: 1-2, 4-5, 12-13 
Lk 12: 1-7 

October 17 

Eph 1: 15-23 
Ps 8: 2-3b, 4-7 

Lk 12: 8-12 
October 18 

Is 45: 1, 4-6 
Ps 96: 1, 3-5, 7-10 

1 Thes 1: 1-5b 
Mt 22: 15-21 

  

  

29 Sunday in Ordinary “Cime 
The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. We will continue to tape 

the 4:00 masses for broadcast the next day. We have opened that mass to a 

congregation of 25% of the building’s capacity — roughly 150 persons. 

Face masks and social distancing is required. 

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays at 

St. Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning. Again, we can 

only allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity - 150 persons - 

and face masks and social distancing is required. 

View next Sunday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive 

on youtube.stambrosechurch.net starting at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 

  

requires a minimum Of............5. $10,100.00 

On Sunday, October 4, 2020 

in envelopes we received ........... $3,512.00 

in the loose collection ............000.. $1,586.00 

in electronic donations ................ $3,846.00 

for a total Of... eececeeeeeeees . $8,944.00 

Under budget for the week........... $1,156.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used ..............0..... 4] 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann Sullivan 

Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 

Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 

Billings, Vilma Marone, Eileen 

O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, 

Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, 

Frank Gregory, Alex Billiu, Jerry 

Hansen, Jackie Walkowski, Kristen 

Kingzett, Valerie Dryden, Maria 

Simcina, Albina Checki, Brian Tague, 

Sharif Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Ann 

Purvis, Chris Walsh, Jerry Gutowski, 

Kevin O’Connor, Rocko Carion, 

and those suffering and hospitalized 

worldwide with COVID-19. 

  

  

Faithful Citizenship 
The permanent principles of the 

Church's social doctrine constitute the 

very heart of Catholic social teaching. 

These are the principles of: the dignity 

of the human person, the common 

good; subsidiarity; and solidarity. 

In the words of Pope Francis, “progress 

in building a people in peace, justice 

and fraternity depends on [these] four 
principles related to constant tensions 

present in every social reality. 

Taken together, these principles 

provide a moral framework for Catho- 

lic engagement in advancing what we 

have called a “consistent ethic of life” 
(Living the Gospel of Life, no. 22). Rightly 

understood, this ethic does not treat all 

issues as morally equivalent nor does it 

reduce Catholic teaching to one or two 

issues. 

Catholic voters should use the 
framework of Catholic social teaching 

to examine candidates’ positions on is- 

sues affecting human life and dignity as 

well as issues of justice and peace, and 

they should consider candidates’ integ- 

rity, philosophy, and performance. It is 

important for all citizens “to see beyond 

party politics, to analyze campaign 

rhetoric critically, and to choose their 

political leaders according to principle, 

not party affiliation or mere self-interest’ 

(Living the Gospel of Life, no. 33). AS Catho- 

lics we are not single-issue voters... 

From the United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops, usccb.org. 
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