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This article was written by Patrick Carolan for the October 2020 issue of St. Anthony Messenger, a publication of the Franciscan Media. 

This should be read along side with another article that Mr. Carolan wrote in January 2020 with the Rev. Brian McClaron for The National Catholic 
Reporter in January 2020. Access that article at ncronline.org/news/opinion/its-time-change-abortion-debate-america 

Patrick Carolan is the Catholic Outreach Director for Vote Common Good. He was executive director of the Franciscan Action Network 

since 2010 and is a co-founder of the Global Catholic Climate Movement. Brian McLaren is an author, activist and an Evangelical minister, he co- 

leads the Common Good Messaging Team, part of Vote Common Good. 

We are living in a perilous time. Our nation is as di- 

vided as it was during the Civil War. We are all affected by 

crises like the COVID-19 pandemic. Many of us know people 

who have died, and many of us have lost our jobs. We all have 

had to rethink who we are. 

As a nation, we have been slapped in the face with 
the reality of systemic racism and white privilege. Many of 

us, especially white folks, are confronted with the realization 

that while we may have been willing to speak up and condemn 

overt racism, we have been unwilling to acknowledge that we, 

maybe unintentionally, have benefited from an immoral, cor- 

rupt system of white privilege. 

We often hear that times of crisis bring out the best in 

us. But we have also witnessed the opposite. In times of crisis, 

we often look to our political and spiritual leaders to unite and 

lead. We should challenge them to put differences aside and 

come together for the common good. After all, as people of 

faith we believe that just as God is in each of us, we are all one 

with God. We are all connected to each other and all creation 

through God. We pray every time we celebrate Mass, “Through 

him, with him, in him.” But from many leaders we have heard 

words to divide us, not unite us. 

Important Issues 
Two simple actions that could have significantly 

helped contain the spread of the virus are wearing a mask and 

maintaining social distancing. Scientists and health profession- 

als have argued this from the beginning of the crisis. 

Many political and religious leaders joined in urging 

people to follow these simple steps. Some governors issued 

stay-at-home orders and mandatory wearing of masks. Others 

did not. Some suggested it was an infringement of individual 

liberties, as if your right to get a haircut was more important 

than my right to live! 

Instead of a health crisis that required well-researched, 

scientifically valid solutions, it was turned into a political issue. 

Wearing a mask became not a means to help protect us and 

stem the spread of COVID-19, but a symbol of who we sup- 

ported politically. 

When we were confronted with the reality of system- 

ic racism and white privilege, many of our political and reli- 

gious leaders refused to acknowledge the problem and engage 

in meaningful dialogue about solutions. Instead, they painted 

those trying to raise awareness of the problem as anarchists try- 

Continued on page 2



OCTOBER 25, 2020 - THE BEEHIVE 

  

Christian Political Witness 
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ing to overthrow the government. Our leaders ordered troops 

to violently break up peaceful protests. 

What’s a Voter to Do? 
This November, we have a choice to make. The elec- 

tion will determine who we are as a people, as a nation. Our 

vote will define our moral and ethical values. With the oppor- 

tunity to vote comes the responsibility of carefully choosing a 

candidate. 

We all wish that there was a single candidate who 

lived the values that we believe and reflected them in his or her 

work. Unfortunately, neither Jesus nor St. Francis is on the bal- 

lot this year. So we have to make a choice. For many the choice 

comes down to a single issue. Abortion is the most prevalent, 

but issues of gun rights and gun control are close behind. 

Some folks want the government to intercede and 

regulate abortion but believe that the government should have 

no say in issues about guns. Others believe the government 

should have nothing to do with a woman’s right to choose but 

should be strongly involved in regulating guns. 

I have friends on one side who support candidates on 

75 percent of the issues yet will not vote for those candidates 

because they are not adamantly anti-abortion. On the other 

side, I have friends who agree 75 percent of the time with cer- 

tain candidates but will not vote for them because they are not 

adamantly pro-choice enough. 

With Rev. Brian McLaren, I recently published an ar- 

ticle, “It’s Time to Change the Abortion Debate in America.” 

In it we said: “Each side, by providing us with a shortcut to a 

sense of moral superiority, also gives us a weapon with which 

to demonize and even dehumanize our counterparts. When 

we render our opponents the evil enemy, we risk becoming a 

house so divided that our nation becomes ungovernable.” That 

seems to sum up where we are as a nation today. 

Vote to Reflect Catholic Values 
So how do we go about choosing our leaders? What 

criteria should we use? Bishop Robert McElroy suggests it is 

time for Catholics to consider character. In a February speech 

at the University of San Diego, he said, “Because our nation is 

in a moment of political division and degradation in its public 

life, character represents a particularly compelling criterion for 

faithful voting in 2020.” 

Pope Francis has argued that “‘an essential aspect of 

good politics is the pursuit of the common good of all.” In 

January, he told the US bishops, “Christians must come down 

on the side of the poor and those who are in need.” His words 

seem like a clear rebuke to those who believe that abortion is 

the only issue in deciding how to vote. When addressing the 

issue of climate change in December, Pope Francis stated, 

“We are facing a ‘challenge of civilization’ in favor of the 

common good.” 

Regarding the issue of asylum, the US bishops said, 

“At its core, asylum is an instrument to preserve the right to 

life.” Abortion is clearly an important issue. I have been in- 

volved in standing for justice most of my life. I have marched, 

gone on hunger fasts, and been arrested in support of the poor 

and marginalized. I have always done so under the banner of 

promoting a consistent ethic of life. 

I came to realize that being a single-issue voter 1s not 

following Catholic teachings. 

¢ The decision to turn away immigrants seeking asylum and 

separate children from their families at our southern border 

does not reflect Catholic values. 

e The decision to cut federal aid to our nation’s poorest fami- 

lies—most recently by announcing major budget cuts to the 

food stamp program, affordable housing efforts, student loan 

aid, and Medicaid—does not reflect Catholic values. 

e The decision to pull out of the Paris climate accord and to 

rescind environmental regulations leading to the destruction 

of God’s wondrous creation does not reflect Catholic values. 

e Support of the death penalty does not reflect Catholic values. 

e The constant degrading of women, minorities, and the poor, 

as well as lying and using hateful language, degrades Catho- 

lic values. Do we want to go back to the same “normal” of 

inequality, discrimination, and separation? Or do we follow 

Pope Francis and work to do better? 

  

Our Rights and Responsibilities 
The organization Network Lobby for Catholic So- 

cial Justice (NetworkLobby.org) has published a Right to Life 

scorecard so voters can make an informed choice based on all 
right-to-life issues. They start by saying: “In March of 2018 

and again in June 2020, Pope Francis gave Catholics, and all 

people of good will, clear instructions for how we are called to 

position ourselves and prioritize social issues. 

In the apostolic exhortation on holiness, “Gaudete et 

Exsultate,’ and again in his general audience following the 

murder of George Floyd, Pope Francis spoke of all of the ways 

we must defend, promote, and protect the sacredness of human 

life.” 

In November, we, as people of faith, have the right and 

the obligation to help choose our leaders. Our choice should be 

based not on our individual needs but on the common good. 
We should vote for those who seek to end economic inequality, 

poverty, and racial injustice. 

We should choose those who have the courage to en- 

ter into meaningful dialogue on actions, such as providing ad- 

equate health care and family leave policies, that will dramati- 

cally reduce the number of abortions. Our leaders should be 

those who, when seeing a person of a different color, gender, 

race, or sexual orientation, do not see “other” but rather see 

sister and brother. 

We should elect those who are willing to walk the 

path of St. Francis of Assisi and see all of God’s wondrous 

creation as sacred.
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Archbishop Vigneron remind- 

ed his priests last week that his dispen- 

sation from the obligation of attending 

Saturday/Sunday mass extends only 

through the end of November. He alert- 

ed us that he will keep appraised of the 
health risks and will inform us by No- 

vember 9"as to whether or not that dis- 

pensation will be extended. He tipped 

his hand by opining that the dispensa- 

tion might be offered only to those who 

are in high risk groups and those who 

care for them. 

His reasoning revolves around 

the solid theological principal that the 

Mass and Holy Communion define us 

as a Church. | certainly agree with him 

on the principal. There are a number of 

the Catholic faithful who have intellec- 

tually found ways of participating in all 

sorts of activities that put them in ex- 

tended contact with others during this 

pandemic. Many of those excursions 

into the public are of much higher risk 

than attending Mass. 
Many people have died and 

more will die from this virus. How- 

ever, we do not all face the same level 

of risk. We should look at the facts and 

determine for ourselves the risk that we 

face and adopt the corresponding risk 

management measures. 

We also need to consider not 

only our own age and personal health, 

but also the risk we pose to others if 

we infect them. Some of us need to be 

more concerned and take greater pro- 

tection measures than others. The bot- 

tom line is — if we’re smart about this, 

use common sense and the data that we 

have to take reasonable precautions, 

many of us can go about our lives and 

attend Mass with minimal and even 

negligible risk. 
VIN PIA I 

Having said that, here at St. 

Ambrose, we are cautiously planning 

for the Christmas season with the as- 

sumption that there will still be some 

sort of restrictions on large gatherings 

of persons. We have only come close 

to our 150 person cap on worshippers 

a couple of times over the past six 

months. That gave us some reasonably 

comfortable room to spare. We’ll con- 
sider raising that number slightly for 

the holiday season. But as we do, we'll 

also be instituting stronger tracing pro- 

tocols. For example, we’ll be requiring 

contact information and making inqui- 

ries regarding a person’s health history 

— much the same that your doctor’s of- 

Mero Keren 
On October 31*, at the 4:00 ite, we'll, remember the individual Penis 

who have been buried from St. Ambrose\during the past twelve months. 

In addition, we'll remembér the 1.12 ry Soulswho have eitaellan idalas 

Covid 19 pandemic, Théré will be an opportunity for you to anioaielae 

your family and-friends who have died by lighting a candle and placing it 

on the altar. Take time on Halloween to remember those who have gone 

  
sinto tbe Brome: of Sal — 

fice required of you when you make a 

personal appointment. 

For the holidays, we are pre- 

pared to institute an advance reserva- 

tion system — much like they have been 

doing at St. Bonaventure Monastery. 

We tried that at our First Communion 

Mass a few weekends ago with suc- 

cess. The reservation system gives us 

information needed for contact tracing 

as well as assures those who show up 

for a liturgy will actually be admitted 

into the building. 

We're still working out how 

this can equitably be done, giving pri- 

orities to our parishioners and _ their 

families. In addition to this, we’ll be 

adding a few more masses during the 

holidays to help accommodate the 

crowds. 
VIN PIA I 

Halloween, like most things 

in 2020, 1s going to look different. But 

one thing we have learned this year is 

that just because it is different doesn’t 

mean it has to be worse. For example, 

we have seen various children’s minis- 

tries rise to the occasion in new ways. 
We’ re adapting one of our Hal- 

loween favorites — that is the Saintly 

Pumpkins. This has been our way of 

bringing some of the secular fun of the 

season into the context of the liturgi- 

cal calendar. This year, we’ve selected 

saints and holy people from many ages 
who served in times of health crisis. 

As we were forming the list, it’s amaz- 

ing just how many persons found their 

sainthood during times of sickness, 

plagues and pandemics. 

We'll live-stream that Saintly 

Pandemic Pumpkins liturgy on Sun- 

day, November 1* at 10:00 a.m. That 

will delay the normal 8:00 broadcast of 

mass on that day. 

The day before, that is All 

Hallows Eve, aka Halloween, we will 

dedicate our 4:00 liturgy to the memory 

of those from our parish who have died 

in the last year. By association, we will 

remember the souls of souls of 1.12 

million who have died worldwide from 

Covid-19. 
VIN PIA I 

It’s an unprecedented moment 
Continued on page 4
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in our history, and it hasn’t gone un- 

noticed. Pope Francis, in fact, has had 

his eye on this election all year. In a 

January meeting with the US bishops 

in Rome, before Covid-19 got a foot- 

hold in this country, the Pope imparted 

words of wisdom on the election to 

those present. “Teach your people dis- 

cernment by your stepping back from 

the sheer politics of it. If you try to step 

back and say, “but here are the major 

moral issues that we face,’ that’s what 

is most important,” the Pope was quot- 

ed as saying. 

There is an excellent inter- 

view with Bishop McElroy of San 

Diego where he talks about how the 

Holy Father has been sending us some 

strong signals that our responsibility as 

American Catholics goes to multiple 

moral issues. Read that interview at bit. 

ly/37n38At. 
FA Pd 

Multiple complaints have 

come to us regarding the Catholic Ser- 

vices Appeal mailings. Remember, 

this year the Archdiocese of Detroit 

assumed the duties of conducting the 

campaign and I think they have learned 

that it is harder than it looks. We have 

learned that the printing, mailing and 

accounting for the CSA has been taken 
out of state. This must have something 

to do with a two-month posting time 

that we are seeing in many cases. 

We'd like to have you com- 

plain to the AoD directly when you 

receive multiple solicitations or when 

your donation has not been posted, but 

we learned that the CSA service line 

connects you to a Mercedes-Benz deal- 

ership in Calabasas, California — no 

kidding. 

St. Ambrose is nevertheless on 
the line for CSA shortfalls, so I encour- 

age you to follow up as best you can 

with donations already in progress. If 

you have not already sent your dona- 

tion, ’d recommend doing it through 

us at the parish. Call and talk with Mary 

Urbanski. We'll try to figure things out 

with you. 
TRP 

Faith Formation Station 
“The saints in each generation are joined to those who have gone before, 

and filled like them with light to become a golden chain... united to the next 

by faith, works, and love.” - St. Simeon of Asia Minor 

The saints are given special powers by God to work miracles. It says in 

Scripture, “In the saints that are in His earth hath the Lord been wondrous; He hath 

wrought all His desire in them” (Psalm 15:3). During times of great challenges God 

provides us with great saints. This year our theme for our saintly pumpkins is Saints 

for the Pandemic: the chosen saints representing hope and healing during times of 

sickness. We don’t know who the saints of this coronavirus pandemic will be but 

we know they will have virtues of faith, hope and charity as well as be agents for 

peace and justice. They will embody the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit. We 

look now to the ordinary saints, every day people doing extraordinary things. We 

look to parents, students, teachers, caregivers, doctors, nurses, aides, priests, help- 

ers, chaplains, firefighters, store clerks, scientists, pharmacists, food bank opera- 

tors, mental health professionals, politicians, friends, co-workers, the lonely, the 

forgotten. Each and every one of us doing our part to do God’s will, to help others, 

to hold fast and hold on. Pope Benedict XVI said, “Take courage! Fix your gaze on 

our saints.” Let us look both to the heavens and to those around us every day. 

Children love to hear about all the ways the saints have showed their love 

for God and others. This All Saints Day, research saints with your child/ren and 

learn about their heroic and courageous love for God. Additionally, talk with your 

child/ren about your own favorite saints. You as a parent are called to be a saint 

through all that you do to raise your child. Your child, too, is called to be a saint. Af- 

ter you talk, bless your child by making the Sign of the Cross on his/her forehead. 

Then pray together: May all the saints in heaven bless you and watch over you now 

and always. Amen. 

Presentation of the Saintly Pumpkins: On Sunday November 1* at the 10 

a.m. liturgy our religious education students will share what they have learned 
about a special classroom saint by way of their creative pumpkin depictions of 

that saint. Parishioners are invited to vote for their favorite pumpkin by making a 

contribution to St. Ambrose’s St. Vincent de Paul Society in that pumpkin saint’s 

honor. This year our classroom Saints for the Pandemic are the following: St. Mi- 

chael (1 Grade), St. Therese of Lisieux (2), St. Bernedette (3), St. Camillus (4"), 

St. Padre Pio (5"), St. Sebastian (6"), St. Roch (7%), St. Jude (8"), St. Rita of Cascia 
(9). Students have also been encouraged to make their own pumpkin saint to share 

with their class and bring to the liturgy. We look forward to the heavenly host of 

saints that will be with us on November 1“ both virtually and in person. 

All Saints Day — November 1*: 

On the feast of All Saints, we honor those men and women who — whether they’ve 

been canonized or not — have led lives of heroic virtue that set an example for all 

Christians. They have truly witnessed to their faith. Although no two saints are 

alike, there are certain qualities they all share: Saints are big dreamers. Saints are 

go-getters. Saints are love-bringers. Saints try to see Christ in every person and in 

every situation. Their lives tell us that what matters is how much we love God, oth- 

ers, and ourselves, and how well we show that love in all we do. 

GENERAL PROGRAM NOTES: 

Classes began October 4, 2020. If you have any questions regarding access to the 

online program via Flipgrid or the Our Sunday Visitor website, please email the 

Rel. Ed. Office reled.stambrose@comcast.net. Family email reminder communica- 

tions go out every Friday. i | 
Kelly Woolums
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The Buzz ° 
You’ve been reading about the Archdiocesan program of reorganizing the The Beehive 

entire Church of southeast Michigan into Families of Parishes. This project flows is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
from Archbishop Vigneron’s Pastoral Plan entitled “Unleash the Gospel.” The over- Detroit Crocee Pointe Park Michigan 

riding goal of all this is to make a “joyful missionary disciple” of every Catholic. We Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

all have a mission; we all are missionaries. Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Fr. Tim has asked Grant Ruttinger and I to help organize some interested and Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 

insightful parishioners in responding to a diocesan-created survey of self-assessment Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor of our parish. The results will be used to determine what St. Ambrose may be and 

Secretary: Mary Urbanski 
become when assigned to a “Family.” The areas of self-assessment are 

Sacramental Celebrations 
— Sacraments, Liturgy, and Prayer Masses: On the Lord's Day — 
— Evangelization (within the parish membership) Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

— Evangelization (outward in mission beyond our members) Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 
— Administration and Operations Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
— Staff and Lay Leadership infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Lo. . Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

~ Pastoral Care and Christian Service Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
— Sent on Mission. office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 
There are a total of 50 questions covering these areas to which each member “aL 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
of our group will respond. If you would like to be considered to join in this task, after the deceased's passing. 

contact Fr. Tim at the rectory in the next day or so. But because of the potential con- Directory 

sequences for the future of our entire parish community, I earnestly invite every one Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

of you to pray deeply that we and the authorities at the Archdiocese will be open to Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
and guided by the Holy Spirit. That’s a mission which can bring true joy and vitality Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 

“oe Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 
to St. Ambrose and every disciple here. Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

. . Chuck Dropiewski | pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 
Stewardship Reflection Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net 

with all your soul and with all your mind.”” — Matthew 22:37   
  

Do you put other “gods” before God? Is your love of money, power, status, 

comfort or some personal possession greater than your love for God? Do you really 

recognize that everything you have and that everything you are is a gift from God? 
The good news — it’s not too late to put God first in all things in your life. 

  

  

  

r . e Number of Famili@S ........cccccccseseeees 800 

SAIN ZINCN QUIN (INISIM | Fee nste : 
Average Gift ('19) 0... $463 

Join us on Facebook live or at Church on All Saints Day, November 1* Quota for the Archdiocese $70,663 

at 10:00 a.m. as we continue our tradition of creating Saintly Pumpkins. Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000 

This year, the persons portrayed earned their sanctity in dealing with Parish '20 Target...... $122,663 

sickness, plagues and pandemics throughout Christian history. 

These saints can help us fi ur holiness in these troubled times! 
Received as of 10/21/20........... $ 38,239 

«Due to the pandemic, the Catholic 
Services Appeal has been delayed from 
the spring until now. There has been a 

15% reduction in our target reflecting a 
15% reduction in the AoD budget. 

«We are responsible for a minimum of 
$70,663. After that all overages will be 
applied to our insurances. CSA gifts are 
exempt from the regular Archdiocesan 
taxation.        
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Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week 
October 26 

Weekday 30” week in Ord. Time 
October 27 

Weekday 30” week in Ord. Time 

October 28 

SS. Simon & Jude, apostles 

October 29 

Weekday 30” Week in Ord. Time 
October 30 

Weekday 30” Week in Ord. Time 
October 31 

Weekday 30" Week in Ord. Timer 

4:00 p.m. Mass — All Saints Eve 

November 1 

10:00 a.m. Mass —All Saints Day 

*Web broadcast of Mass from 

St Ambrose will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
and will be accessible throughout the day. 

Spending Spotlight 
Liturgical music — like most 

things in life — is not free. Through a 

ONE LICENSE annual subscription, 

St. Ambrose has access to thousands of 

hymns, songs and service music from 

today’s top liturgical music publishers. 

Annual licensing fees are based on av- 

erage congregational size; the cost for 
St. Ambrose to literally “pay the piper” 

is $380.00. 

Scriptures for the 30% 
Week in Ordinary Time 

October 26 
Eph 4: 32-5:8 

Ps 1: 1-4, 6 

Lk 13: 10-17 
October 27 

Eph 5: 21-33 
Ps 128: 1-5 

Lk 13: 18021 
October 28 

Eph 2: 19-22 
Ps 2-5 

Lk 6: 12-16 

October 29 
Eph 6: 10-20 

Ps 144: 1b, 2, 9-10 
Lk 13: 31-35 

October 30 
Phil 1: 1-11 

Ps 111: 1-6 

Lk 14: 1-6 

October 31 

Phil 1: 18b-26 
Ps 42: 2-3, 5cdef 

Lk 14: 1, 7-11 
November 1 

Rv 7: 2-4, 9-14 
Ps 24: 1b-4b, 5-6 

1 Jn 3: 1-3 

Mt 5: 1-12a 

  

  

Alt Saints Day 
The ban on public masses is slowly being lifted. On November 1* we will 

live-stream the 10:00 Mass. We have opened that mass to a congregation of 

25% of the building’s capacity - roughly 150 persons. 

Face masks and social distancing is required. 

For the forseeable future, there will be one Mass here on Sundays at 

St. Ambrose which will be offered at 10:00 in the morning. Again, we can 

only allow 25% of the building’s seating capacity - 150 persons - 

and face masks and social distancing is required. 

View next Sunday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive 

on youtube.stambrosechurch.net starting at 10:00 a.m.     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, October 18, 2020 

in envelopes we received........... $4,758.00 

in the loose collection ........0........ $2,185.00 

in electronic donations ................ $3,526.00 

for a total Of....... ccc ceeeeeeeeees . $10,469.00 

Over budget for the week............. $369.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used ..............00..... 47 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann Sullivan 

Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, 

Jeanne Noto, David Schumacker, 

Matthew Elias, George Bucec, Emilie 

Kasper, Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto 

Billings, Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, 

Donna Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, 

Charmaine Kaptur, Frank Gregory, 

Alex Billiu, Jerry Hansen, Jackie 

Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, Valerie 

Dryden, Maria Simcina, Albina Check1, 

Brian Tague, Sharif Hannan, Shirley 

Whelan, Anne Purvis, Chris Walsh, 

Jerry Gutowski, Kevin O’Connor, 

Frann Ramales Andrzejczyk and those 

suffering and hospitalized worldwide 

with COVID-19. 

Our Dead 
Margaret Isabelle MacEach- 

ern, age 97 passed away peacefully on 

October 17", surrounded by her fam- 
ily. A funeral liturgy was celebrated 

by Fr. Bede on Thursday, October 22"¢ 

Isabelle, as she was known 
to family and friends, was born 

in Cape Breton Island, Nova Sco- 

tia in 1923. She moved to Detroit 

in the 1940s and raised her fam- 

ily on Maryland just a few houses 

down the block from St. Ambrose. 
Isabelle was known for her 

cooking and was the force behind gath- 

ering her family — usually over the din- 

ner table. She was especially known 

for her Heath Bar cookies. She was 

prececeased by her husband Donald 

and son, Joseph. Surviving are her chil- 

dren, Jerry (Priscilla), Cathy (Gordon), 

Michael (Nicole), Marcella (Michael), 

Deborah (Kevin) and Helen (Sean). 

Also surviving are 14 grandchildren 

and 8 great-grandchildren. Please re- 

member Isabelle in your prayers. 

Christian Financial 
St. Ambrose Parish, through Chris- 

tian Financial Credit Union, is equipped 

to make electronic transfers from your 

checking account or credit card on our 

website. Your checking account or credit 

card may be used to make a single dona- 

tion; or you may set up automatic week- 

ly, monthly or quarterly contributions 

on a schedule. Go to stambrosechurch. 

net for information on electronic giving.
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Retreat for Men 
The Friars of the Capuchin 

Franciscan Province of St. Joseph in- 

vite you to a silent retreat on the week- 

end of November 6" through 8°. This 

retreat is an entrance into Franciscan 

Spirituality, the lens that inspired, 
impacted and transformed the life of 

Blessed Solanus. 

Come and be filled with in- 

sights on how you are made in God’s 

design, the call to live in radical hos- 

pitality in our world, the key to trust 

God through the difficult moments by 

thanking God ahead of time, and to 

give praise and thanks to God in the 

gift of the Eucharist by knowing that 

we all are one body in Christ. 

This retreat begins on Friday 

night with orientation at 7:30 pm and 

finish with lunch at noon on Sunday. 

The cost is $200 per person, which in- 

cludes a $50 non-refundable deposit. 

Call (248) 651-4826 or visit capretreat. 

org to register. 
The Capuchin Retreat Cen- 

ter is located on 62460 Mt. Vernon, in 

Washington, MI. 

Art for the Heart & Soul 
On Sunday, November 15" 

spend a few hours in a tranquil setting 

exploring your creativity and experi- 

encing how God might speak to you 

through the medium of visual art and 

“found” poetry. 
Cathy Adamkiewicz will guide 

you step-by-step through the process 

of painting a canvas and allowing the 

Holy Spirit to inspire you. The day will 

include time for personal prayer and re- 

flection while creating a one-of-a-kind 

work of art to take home. All necessary 

materials will be provided. All skill 

levels are welcome. 

This mini retreat will be from 

2 p.m. until 5 p.m. at the St. Paul of the 

Cross Passionist Retreat & Conference 
Center on 23333 Schoolcraft Road. 

The cost per person is $40. Call Cathy 

at (313) 286-2801 with questions or to 

register by phone.   
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DIGNITY BEYOND THE DEBATE 

  

A divided country. Fights at the dinner table. Political vitriol. What 

does it mean to love our neighbors in the midst of such a climate? 

As Catholics, we have a long tradition of engagement in the politi- 

cal process as a means of putting our faith into action. We are called to bring 

the best of ourselves and our faith to the public square — and yet today, many 

shy away from such involvement because our national and local conver- 

sations are filled with vitriol and harsh language, often directed at people 

themselves. 

When personal attacks replace honest debate, no one wins. This 

kind of attack, no matter the reason, only serves to further divide our com- 

munities. As Catholics, we must model a better way. We invite you to join 

the Civilize It campaign by taking the pledge below as a way to promote 

civility, love our neighbors, and build community. 

Civilize It is about making room in your heart for those with whom 

you disagree. We are called to recognize that each one of us is a beloved 

child of God and to respond in love to that reality. Civilize It is a non-parti- 

san call to focus on the dignity of all people, even when we disagree, and to 

put faith in action by bearing witness to a better way forward. 

Take the pledge at wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it as an individ- 

ual, family, or community. Anyone and everyone can commit together to 

honoring human dignity through civil conversation. 

I PLEDGE... 

1. CIVILITY: To recognize the human dignity of those with whom 
I disagree, treat others with respect, and rise above attacks when di- 

rected at me. 

2. CLARITY: To root my political viewpoints in the Gospel and a 
well-formed conscience, which involves prayer, conversation, study 

and listening. I will stand up for my convictions and speak out when I 

witness language that disparages others’ dignity, while also listening 

and seeking to understand others’ experiences. 

3. COMPASSION: To encounter others with a tone and posture 
which affirms that I honor the dignity of others and invites others to 

do the same. I will presume others’ best intentions and listen to their 

stories with empathy. I will strive to understand before seeking to be 

understood. 

After you take the pledge, share the word on your socials using 
#Civilizelt2020! Explore the Civilize It website (wearesaltandlight. org/ 

civilize-it) for additional resources to help you promote civility. 

   


