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Parish °si2nx, 

The Living Church that Is St. Ambrose 
“T see clearly that the thing the church needs most today is the ability to heal wounds and to 

warm the hearts of the faithful; it needs nearness, proximity.” — Pope Francis 

This Advent, the St. Ambrose Parish community will find out which parishes will be joining together to make 

up our Family. As part of the Families of Parishes reorganization plan, the Archdiocese of Detroit has asked 

every parish to participate in three exercises to help define the culture of the parish - a survey, a parish 
overview and a strengths-weaknesses-opportunities-threats (SWOT) analysis. This information is being 

compiled after the announcement of parish families and used to: 

¢ — Ensure that the identity and unique characteristics of each parish are recognized and shared within 

each family 

¢ Match the talents of the clergy with the needs of the parish as assignments are made 

¢ Assist with the development of strategic plans in entering the Sent on Mission phase for Families of 

Parishes 

In gathering our input to answer the questions in the parish overview for St. Ambrose, the idea of a “living 

Church” came into sharp focus. In documenting all of the special activities, social outreach, sacramental 

programs, inspiring liturgies, education, hospitality and faith-growing opportunities, it is clear that the living 

church is pulsing through our parish with a strong and healthy beat. And reflecting on the quote from Pope 

Francis, St. Ambrose heals wounds and warms hearts 24/7 and 365 because it truly is near to us and close 

to us all. The following are excerpts from the first draft of our parish overview. 

What is the current mission or vision statement? How would you describe your community charism? 

St. Ambrose Parish is a beacon of faith for Detroit and Grosse Pointe Park, serving as a bridge 

of hope between the city and its Eastside suburbs for 100+ years. The people of St. Ambrose show great 

generosity of faith, embracing inclusiveness, understanding and cooperation among its neighboring com- 

munities. The community charism of St. Ambrose is one of acceptance — the acceptance of people from 

all economic, sociological and racial backgrounds; the acceptance of a range of new and fresh ideas; the 

acceptance of confronting and addressing uncomfortable truths. St. Ambrose Parish recognizes that people 

are at their best when they listen and cooperate with one another. In this way, barriers can be overcome and 

the path of Jesus can be followed with greater understanding and peace. 

How would you describe your ‘style’ of worship as a community? 

The style of worship at St. Ambrose is one of welcome, enrichment and true celebration. Parish- 

loners and guests are greeted upon entry by ushers who hand out song sheets. Each liturgy encourages 

parishioner participation at every step — in prayer, in song and in the Eucharist. The music minister and 

choir at St. Ambrose create an inspiring and uplifting environment from the beginning of the service to the 

end. Worship aids are printed each week with notes on the readings. Homilies that instruct and inspire are 

a Staple at St. Ambrose, connecting the week’s readings to meaningful applications in facing the spiritual 

challenges of everyday life. 

St. Ambrose consistently enriches parishioners’ souls on a regular basis. The beauty of the ar- 

chitecture, great music, and seasonal environments all enhance the inward glow provided by the Word 

and receiving the Eucharist. Frequent hospitality gatherings in the ARK after masses brings parishioners 

together in community spirit. A large number of parishioners travel past their “home” parishes to be a part of 

St. Ambrose because the parish community truly feels like a family.   Continued on page 2
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The Living Church... 
Continued from page | 

Are there particular programs that are staples of your commu- 
nity in helping people encounter Jesus? 

Sacramental opportunities are at the core of St. Ambrose 

Parish’s holy work to bring people into encounters with Jesus. The 

pastor and congregation make special efforts and take special joy in 

welcoming the newly baptized, new first communicants, the newly 

confirmed and the newly married. There are ample opportunities 

for reconciliation throughout the year, and anointing of the sick is 
administered when the time arrives. 

  

Children prepare for Reconciliation and First Holy Com- 

munion in their Religious Education class with creative liturgical in- 

volvement, and the same is true for teens preparing for Confirmation. 

Special sessions and personal Prepare/Enrich profiling are held with 

couples entering marriage. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) Program at 

St. Ambrose is known for its flexibility, helping each individual move 

forward in faith based on their personal schedule and timeline. As a 

result, every Easter Vigil mass brings a new group of joyous mission- 

aries into the fold at St. Ambrose. Holy Week at St. Ambrose comes 

with a long series of liturgical encounters beginning with a Palm Sun- 

day outdoor procession. Every Friday during Lent, Stations of the 

Cross and Benediction are prayed. Good Friday Stations in the Street 

is an ecumenical program that unites people of all faiths. On Easter 

Saturday, there is a blessing of food (that went viral in 2020). The Eas- 

ter Vigil mass features a candlelight procession from the ARK plaza 

into the church building. 

Christmas includes a standing-room-only Children’s Mass, 

a true-midnight mass and two masses on Christmas Day. On Epiph- 

any, the three Wise Men and a camel make an appearance. Masses 

throughout the liturgical year provide parishioners and guests with 

numerous grace-filled opportunities to encounter Jesus. 

A series of special activities help build a sense of commu- 
nity at St. Ambrose throughout the year for parishioners and non- 

parishioners alike. These have included a Valentine’s Dinner Dance, 

Lenten Buffet Dinners, a Michigan Opera Theater breakfast, Kayak- 

ing the Canals and Oysterfest which for 30 years has engaged the 

whole Grosse Pointe community. In 2017, St. Ambrose hosted a 

Mass Mob event that showcased the church and its programs to a 

wide audience of Detroit-area Catholics. 

Communication is key to staying connected, and the Parish 

Bulletin (called the “Beehive’) is instrumental in conveying important 

information to parishioners on a weekly basis. A weekly column by 

Rev. Timothy Pelc provides insightful commentary on current Par- 

ish and Archdiocese news. Religious Education Program Director 
Kelly Woolums offers thoughtful ideas for families along with updates 

on the program. Pastoral Minister Chuck Dropiewski reflects on the 

readings, comments on current events and challenges parishioners 

to think in new ways. The Bulletin provides transparent financial in- 

formation on a weekly basis (operating expenses vs. envelope and 

online collections), as well as “Spending Spotlight” features and a 

detailed annual financial report each year. The Bulletin also features 

thought-provoking cover articles and announcements of upcoming 

events in the parish and the community. The parish website and 

Facebook page are the hub for connecting electronically. 

What are the ways your parishioners grow in their discipleship? 

What are some of the favorite programs or study groups? For 

children? For Adults? For Seniors? 

At 35+ years running, St. Ambrose is home to one of the 

longest continuing Adult Religious Education programs in the Archdi- 

ocese. The program includes a unique range of components includ- 
ing in-depth religious studies, Motor City Makeover updates, social 

justice initiatives, environment-oriented presentations and a book 

club. These programs always draw large attendance across all age 

demographics in the Ark gathering space. In addition, the Bulletin 

regularly provides information about retreats in the area on a range 

of topics from Fire of the Holy Spirit to Marriage Encounters to the 

Capuchin Retreat Center, Manresa and more. 

At St. Ambrose, children are encouraged to participate in 

periodic “Super Saturday” family events, Vacation Bible School and 

the Religious Education Program. Nearly 300 children are enrolled in 

the program that takes place each Sunday morning for Kindergarten 

through Grade 9. A dedicated group of Catechists help guide children 

in new ways to encounter Jesus and grow their faith through discus- 

sions, songs, crafts, lessons and games. During the pandemic, a 

virtual Religious Education Program is being conducted with online 

materials and video recordings from both Catechists and students. 

Participation in the program is high. 

Children also engage in special First Holy Communion ser- 

vices. Religious Education, Saintly Pumpkins for All Saint's Day, the 

Epiphany of Our Lord, special events like a Night in Bethlehem, and 

Journey to Jerusalem. A May Crowning procession/liturgy marks the 

end of the Religious Education Program year. 

Youth Ministry provides opportunities for teens to serve as 

classroom assistants and catechists in training in our Religious Edu- 

cation Program. Delegations to World Youth Days have been since 

Denver in 1993. Based on “Theology on Tap,” “Tap Into Life” is a 

collaborative ministry of St. Ambrose Parish and the Solanus Casey 

Center. All young adults (ages 18-34) interested in exploring their 

Spiritual side of life would gather every third Sunday of the month. 

First Friday devotions and Eucharistic Holy Hours mark the begin- 
ning of each month. 

In honor of St. Ambrose, the patron saint of beekeepers, 

the parish maintains an apiary that has aided in restoring the local 

bee population over the past several years. The parish has been 

instrumental in environmental protection issues centering around the 

Detroit River and the Clinton River watershed. 

In what ways does your parish witness the love and mercy of 

Jesus to others? What would you say your parish is known for? 

Our parish campus straddles the cities of Detroit/Grosse 

Pointe - four buildings with two different zip codes. Urban/Subur- 

ban bridge building has been a hallmark of St. Ambrose for several 

pastorates, including the founding of Crossroads in the 1970s and 
a program call Women Arise which transitioned a returning prisoner 

population to “civilian” life. We tutor at the Dominican and Epiphany 

learning centers. St. Ambrose provides a range of opportunities 
Continued on page 7
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Au 
hings 
onsidered 
This should be the Sunday 

wherein Archbishop Vigneron an- 

nounces the reorganization structures 

for his “Family of Parishes” idea. As of 

this writing, I’ve received two different 

pieces of information — one, that it is 

on track, and two, that it is almost on 

track. With an early publishing deadline 

this week because of the Thanksgiving 

holiday, I can’t share with you any more 

recent or accurate information. 

Today’s front page is a draft 

of the Family Step Two: A written Par- 

ish Overview. My thanks to our Parish 

Council Chairman, Grant Ruttinger 

and Pastoral Minister, Chuck Drop- 

iewski who worked on this assessment. 

Gobsmacked 1s a descriptive 

adjective that comes from England 

where it is used as slang to express diz- 

zying shock. It fits my current state of 

dismay that the Family of Parishes plan 

could have been fast-tracked in just 

about six months time! And this has 

hardly been ordinary time. The world 

is battling a vicious pandemic, quaran- 

tines, economic uncertainties, a summer 

of racial unrest, and one of the most vi- 

cious election cycles in modern Ameri- 

can history. (And in our spare time, we 

successfully conducted another CSA for 

the AoD.) 

More to the point, all of those 

traumas are nowhere near finding reso- 

lutions — in fact, they are festering. The 

rationale for overlaying a structural 

revamping of parish life in our Arch- 

diocese during 2020 seems tone-deaf 

to me. Merits of the Family of Parishes 

idea notwithstanding, there does not 

seem to me a cogent reason that it had 

to be pursued right now. 

The vocation crisis, which is 

the impetus for the plan, didn’t start 

this year, nor will it be solved this year. 

Reorganization could have been ac- 

complished during a time of less dis- 

tractions. And it certainly could have 

been accomplished with greater priest/ 

parishioner buy-in when we could ac- 

tually talk face-to-face. That is, unless 

one objective was to circumnavigate 

that messy part of the process. 

In August, Frs. Andrew Kow- 

alczyk from St. Clare, Duane Novelly 

from St. Matthew, Fr. Jim Bilot from 

St. Paul and myself met in person. Our 

consensus was that our Family should 

consist of Ambrose, Clare and Mat- 

thew. Kowalczyk, Novelly and myself 

each supported that with written assess- 

ments to the AoD as the most feasible 

way the Family plan could work for us. 

Between the three of us, we represent 

almost 75 years of service to the par- 

ishes involved — which should afford us 

some credibility on the matter. 

While no Family plans have 

yet been announced, the word is that 

our plan was found unacceptable — 
Paul must be in our family. We shall 

see. And so, we will still plow through 

the paperwork and check points that 

are being asked of us. Not to do so does 

not help the Church and will label us 

obstructionists. It’s important to get 

this grouping right, because there will 

be years of effort spent in “making it 

work.” I don’t see the AoD easily ad- 

mitting changes in the family later or 

ever in lieu of the “you’re not trying 

hard enough” explanation. 
FA 4 

At least 141 new coronavirus 

deaths and 7,855 new cases were re- 

ported in Michigan on Nov. 19", the 

day I wrote this column. Over that 

h 

week, there was an average of 7,346 

cases per day, an increase of 82 percent 

from the average two weeks earlier. 

This forces us to again pas- 

torally adapt. Funeral gatherings in 

Michigan and in our Archdiocese 

are now limited to 25 persons in at- 

tendance. That is a full hundred less 

than what we have been doing. Funer- 

als bring people from a wide area who 

have a human need for close personal 

contact at that moment of life’s journey 

— they are inherently “super-spreader” 

events. 

Another change that has hap- 

pened since the last issue of this Bul- 

letin is that Archbishop Vigneron has 

extended the dispensation from the 

obligation to attend mass on Satur- 

day/Sunday through the beginning 

of Lent 2021. That dispensation was to 

have expired this weekend. 

I’m relieved that our Religious 

Education Director, Kelly Woolumns 

and I made the decision to begin our 

educational year with remote learning 

catechesis. As promised, we’ll revisit 

and reassess that in the beginning of the 

new year. Confirmations remain on 

schedule here for January 9". 

Putting together a Christmas 

schedule has been an exercise in prog- 

nostication. A schedule of worship op- 

portunities that allowed the maximum 

number of persons to come to worship 

during Christmas time while maintain- 

ing the recommended Covid building 

capacity was created. Our staff has been 

most generous in putting themselves out 
Continued on page 4 

All.the parishes in our Vicariate will be hearing 
private confessions in their own churches on; 

Monday, December 14 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 15 2:00 — 4:00 p.m. 

At St. Ambrose a Communal Penance Service will 
be celebrated on Saturday, December 19 at 1:30  
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All Things Considered, cont 

Continued from page two... 
  

there for parish at large. You’ll receive 

copies of our Christmas schedule in the 

mail and on line. 

To allow a maximum num- 

ber of persons to worship during the 

Season, we've added additional litur- 

gies. The Archbishop’s idea of selecting 

a mass anytime between December 24" 

and 27" is a good one. It also takes the 

extreme pressure off of Christmas Eve, 

which seems to be every Catholic’s pre- 

ferred time to celebrate. 

e This Christmas Eve, we’re fore- 

soing any semblance of a “chil- 

dren’s liturgy” not because we 

want to, but because we don’t 

want to put children at risk. 

e We’re adding a Christmas Eve 

Mass at 8:00, which should take 

some pressure off the 4:00 mass 

that day. 

e We’re keeping Midnight at mid- 

night. 

e And we’re celebrating two mass- 

es on Christmas Day, 8:30 and 

11:15. That will be consistent 

through all of the Sundays of the 

Christmas season. 

For each of the liturgical feasts, 

Christmas, Holy Family, New Year’s, 

Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord, 

we will broadcast or live-stream one of 

those masses. 

We’ve also added a more 

overt contact tracing procedure by 

adopting a system that has been wide- 

ly used by other churches — RESER- 

VATIONS. This should also avoid the 

problem of persons showing up for mass 

and not being able to get in the building 

because we have reached capacity. Our 

reservation system will be done through 

stambroseparish1 .flocknote.com/sign- 

up/20686. That will be active starting on 

December 7". 

Of course, we would hope that 

you would be able to enjoy celebrating 

at least some of the Christmas Season 

here in person. But the law of Charity 

prevails. If you are at a medical high 

risk of contracting or spreading Covid 

19, keep safe at home. Join us for prayer 

electronically. TRP 

Optatek 
Before sitting down to Christmas Eve dinner, many families with roots in 

Poland and other Eastern European countries will take part in the oplatek tradition. 

The sharing of this unleavened bread with another person is a time to tell each other, 

‘I love you, I care about you.’ These wafers are sold through our parish, at our office 

or after mass in church. White wafers are for the human members of the family; pets 

get the tinted ones. If you cannot find Oplatek in stores, we have some in our office. 

Honey from Our Hives © 
The “2020 vintage” of St. Ambrose honey is 

now processed and being packaged. While we’ve 

added new hives, we’ve also left more honey for the 

bees themselves to winter-over, so there is a limited 

number of jars that we can offer for sale. The price 

is $50 per jar, and purchase is restricted to one per 

» customer. This is a unique gift, one that literally 1s a 

“taste of St. Ambrose,” since honey, like wine, takes 

on the character of the place where it 1s produced. 

Our honey jar comes with Ambrose featured 

on it, the patron saint of bees and beekeepers. 

These one-pound jars come gift-boxed and will be 

on sale starting December 7" through our office. 

Call (313) 822-2814. 

  

     A 

  

  

Pregnancy Aid Giving Tree 
For 27 Advent seasons now, we have erected a Pregnancy Aid Giving 

Tree in our church building as a demonstrative way of supporting our pro-life 

convictions. This Giving Tree outreach program benefits the local Pregnancy 

Aid Society at their new location at 15847 E. 8 Mile Rd.in Eastpointe, where 

women with unplanned pregnancies can find positive alternatives to abortion. 

Given the “iffy” nature of church attendance and shopping over the 

next few weeks, it makes sense to extend the collection time for Pregnancy 

Aid this year — take a pass on the gift tags — and accept mailed packages, too. 

Usually we would ask that gifts arrive here during the actual Christ- 

mas masses. However, because of current circumstances, gifts to Pregnancy 

Aid will be welcomed now through the end of December. Although cumber- 

some when it comes to storage, it’s better for the good of the whole to get this 

done earlier rather than later. Jf you want to make an online purchase from a 

vendor, please have it sent directly to the parish office with a marking “Preg- 

nancy Aid” on the label or gift card. 

The Pregnancy Aid Society has a wish list which includes: baby cloth- 

ing (0-12 mos.), sleepers, blankets, bibs, undershirts (one-piece snap-style), 

bath accessories, baby toiletries, diapers (size 1 and 2), strollers, breast-feed- 

ing accessories and support items such as books and toys and crib sheets, are 

also welcomed, as are all gently used baby furniture and car carriers. In short 

— things that are practical, educational and essential. All these items are part of 

an inventory from which Pregnancy Aid draws all year long. Your gifts would 

best be here for transport by December 28".    
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The Buzz 
Happy New Year ... Liturgical Year, that is! In the Sunday cycle of read- 

ings at mass, this is referred to as Year-B, with a primary use of Mark’s Gospel. 
As new years go, this Monday (Nov. 30) will mark the completion of my 25" year 

of serving you, the People of God here at St. Ambrose. During this past week of 

Thanksgiving, I spent a number of very special moments giving God great thanks 

for my time with you in this most special parish. I want to take this opportunity to 

directly say thanks to all of you for the honor of being able to minister here. And 

this wouldn’t be possible at all without the original and continuing leadership and 

support offered by Fr. Pele. Again, thanks to you all! 

As I’m writing this, I don’t know what immediate changes the Archdio- 

cese has planned for us in the new Family of Parishes reorganization that begins 

today. Till and unless I hear otherwise, I remain yours... truly! 

ef OR 

Since this is a sort of new year’s time, why not hit 2021 spiritually running 

by making and starting some new year’s resolutions now. Use this coming month 

of December and the Advent season to try them out. You can always readjust them 

and get a fresh start on January 1*. 

For example, why not resolve to pray with others at home each day during 

this holy time of preparation and transition. Join the universal Church in its daily 

immersion into the Word of the Lord by reading the Scripture passages designated 

for daily mass. You can find the references on p. 6 of this BEEHIVE, or see the 

full readings on line at bible.usccb.org. Perhaps do this in the context of a meal 

prayer, or around a home Advent Wreath. A brief sample of such a prayer is given 

elsewhere in this bulletin. 

You could add to this format, prayers and discussion about current and 

past family or faith events that relate to the season. This week, for example, in- 

cludes Tuesday’s anniversary of Rosa Parks’ refusal to sit in the back of the bus. 
Pray more than ever in these tense, confrontational times... and pledge to act in 

favor of racial harmony and appreciation. 

Wednesday marks the 40" anniversary of the violent deaths of American 

missionaries Maura Clarke, Ita Ford, Dorothy Kazel and Jean Donovan in El Sal- 

vador. Pray for justice toward all our brothers and sisters in this hemisphere. Re- 

examine how you feel and vote/support concerning issues such as immigration. 

Is your stance based on law, fear, prejudice, compassion, human solidarity, etc.? 

Check out Dec. 9° & 12" on the Church calendar for some spiritual help with this. 

Thursday is the feast day of the great missionary to the Orient, St. Francis 

Xavier. Pray for understanding and love of our human brothers and sisters through- 

out Asia, especially with such acrimonious tensions we have with the Far East. 

(Consider that from one geographical point of view, the Holy Land is a part of far 

western Asia. Therefore, the Holy Family and the roots of our Faith-tradition are as 

much Asian/Eastern — Middle East at that! — as they are European/Western.) None- 

theless, it’s a good time to remember in your prayers all Catholic missionaries who 

spread the Gospel throughout the world to places we may never go or even very 

little know. And then pray to check our own prejudices and leave them behind with 

the old year. 

A week from tomorrow, on Monday Dec. 7", we will celebrate for the 

104 time the feast day of St. Ambrose in this parish under his patronage. Pray to 

him for his continued and special intercession for us as we face an uncertain future. 

Whatever comes our way this new year, may you and yours be blessed 

with health and an abundance of God’s life and light! . . 
Charles Dropiewski 

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net   
  

  

  
  
  

Number of Families ...0...ccceceeeee 800 

Returns to date wc ccccceceereeens 129 

Average Gift ('19) 0... $463 

Quota for the Archdiocese $70,663 

Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000 

Parish ’20 Target...... $122,663 

Received as of 11/20 /20........... $79,127 

«Due to the pandemic, the Catholic 
Services Appeal has been delayed from 
the spring until now. There has been a 

15% reduction in our target reflecting a 
15% reduction in the AoD budget. 

«We are responsible for a minimum of 
$70,663. After that all overages will be 
applied to our insurances. CSA gifts are 
exempt from the regular Archdiocesan 
taxation.    
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Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week 
November 30 

St. Andrew, apostle 

December 1 

Weekday - 1" week in Advent 

December 2 

Weekday - 1“ Week in Advent 

December 3 

St. Francis Xavier, priest 

December 4 

St. John Damascus, priest & doctor 

8:30 a.m. - Mass - First Friday 

Irene Nalezyty, Msgr. Thaddeus Ozog 

Rev. Michael Malawy 

December 5 

4:00 p.m. Mass - 2" Sunday of Advent 

December 6 

10:00 a.m. Mass — 2” Sunday of Advent 

°Web broadcast of weekend Mass from 
St Ambrose will begin at 8:00 on Sunday. 

and will be accessible throughout the day. 

52 Sundays 
52 Sundays offers simple and 

insightful ways for your family to 

spend time together each Sunday learn- 

ing more about the Catholic faith and 

having fun while you’re at it. Materi- 

als are available for download online or 

you may sign up to receive the weekly 

email at www.52sundays.com/ 

Scriptures for the 
1** Week in Advent 

November 30 
Rom 10: 9-18 

Ps 19: 8-11 
Mt 4: 18-22 

December 1 
Is 11: 1-10 

Ps 72: 7-8, 12-13, 17 
Lk 10: 21-24 

December 2 
Is 25: 6-10a 

Ps 23: 1-6 
Mt 15: 29-37 

December 3 
Is 26: 1-6 

Ps 118: 1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 
Mt 7: 21, 24-27 

December 4 
Is 29: 17-24 

Ps 27: 1, 4, 13-14 

Mt 9: 27-31 
December 5 

Is 30: 19-21, 23-26 
Ps 147: 1-6 

Mt 9: 35-10: 1, 5a, 6-8 
December 6 

Is 40: 1-5, 9-11 
Ps 85: 9-14 

2 Pt 3: 8-14 
Mk 1: 1-8 

  

  

Second Sunday of Advent 
For the Advent Season, there will be two Masses here in church 

on the weekend — Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

With an abundance of caution, we have opened mass to a congregation of 

25% of the building’s capacity — roughly 150 persons. 

Face masks and social distancing are required. 

In addition, we will now be requiring tracing information similar to the one 

done at your doctor’s office. 

Our church building is sanitized prior to each liturgy. 

View Sunday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive on 

youtube.stambrosechurch.net starting at 8:00 a.m.     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 

To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, November 15, 2020 

in envelopes we received ........... $4,564.00 

in the loose collection... $1,711.00 

in electronic donations ................ $2,706.00 

for a total Of oo. ceeeeeeres $8,981.00 

Under budget for the week........... $1,119.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used .............00..0. 39 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Pat Blake, Karen Culver, Ann 

Sullivan Kay, Donald Miriani, Bonnie 

McKenna, Jeanne Noto, David 

Schumacker, Matthew Elias, George 

Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Darby O’ Toole, 

Anna Noto Billings, Eileen O’Brien, 

Liz Linne, Donna Barnes, Alexandra 

Cullen, Charmaine Kaptur, Frank 

Gregory, Alex Billiu, Jerry Hansen, 

Jackie Walkowski, Kristen Kingzett, 

Maria Simcina, Albina Checki, Brian 

Tague, Sharif Hannan, Shirley Whelan, 

Anne Purvis, Chris Walsh, Jerry 

Gutowski, Kevin O’Connor, and those 

suffering and hospitalized worldwide 

with COVID-19. 
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Thanksgivng food cards have al- 

ready been delivered, but the need is on- 

going. You can help our SVdP build up a 

reserve by purchasing gift cards in the 

amount of $25 or $50 to either Kroger 
or Parkway foods. Drop them in your 

collection envelope or mail them to the 

rectory office. 

The need for assistance is in- 

creasing once again to pre-Covid levels 

(with no federal stimulus checks in the 

offing). In addition to the Thanksgiving 

food gift cards, cash or checks made out 

to St. Vincent dePaul St. Ambrose Con- 

ference are most welcome this season to 

help fund the group’s ongoing work in our 

community. Your gifts over the last couple 

months made it possible for the St. Vincent 

de Paul Conference here at St. Ambrose 

to help 28 families with food, clothing, rent 

and utilities and transportation. That made 

it possible for them to experience the love 

that God has for them and to have hope 

and not feel alone.
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for parishioners to spread the love and mercy of Jesus to others. 

Throughout the year, the St. Ambrose Conference of the St. Vin- 

cent de Paul supports the poor by providing material and spiritual 

needs. For 27 Advent Seasons, St. Ambrose has erected a Preg- 

nancy Aid Giving Tree in the church building as a demonstrative way 

of supporting its pro-life convictions. During Lent, special monetary 

collections for medical missions in various parts of the world are con- 

ducted. St. Ambrose maintains a long-standing relationship with the 

Solanus Casey Center and Capuchian ministries. A newer ministry is 

our involvement with the Jesuit-inspired Strangers No Longer for the 

protection of immigrants. 

  

In addition to community outreach, St. Ambrose is known 

for its diversity and inclusion. This is reflected in the fact that St. 

Ambrose has become a kind of magnet parish, continuing to draw 

a younger group of parishioners into its family. This has led to a joy- 

ful trend of more baptisms and weddings than funerals. Wherever a 

person is on his or her journey, St. Ambrose provides guideposts and 

opportunities for spiritual growth and encountering Jesus. 

St. Ambrose is also well known for its leadership. The par- 

ish has been blessed with a long line of forward-thinking pastors over 

its 104-year history. As pastor for the past 34 years (one-third of its 

existence), Fr. Timothy Pelc’s spiritual guidance, meaningful homi- 

lies, creativity and business acumen have truly transformed the par- 

ish, bringing it from the brink of closure to become one of Eastside 

Detroit's strongest and most vibrant parishes. 

Do you have a non-Catholic school or an organization(s) leas- 

ing or using your facilities? If yes, do you collaborate with the 

school(s) or organization(s)? If so, how? 

Merit Academy is an elementary charter school that leases 

the parish’s school building in Detroit. St. Ambrose collaborates with 
Merit Academy in a number of ways. Bible Study classes were held 

one day each week after school for interested students from any 

religious background. Children from Merit Academy were invited 

to participate in Vacation Bible School (VBS) each year, with many 

of them attending. VBS took place in the school building and play- 

scape. St. Ambrose serves as the agent of one of our parishioners’ 

education scholarship programs, The Schaap Scholars. In 2020, that 

amounted in $88,000+ being distributed in direct tuition payments 

to area Catholic High Schools, including U of D Jesuit, De La Salle 

Collegiate and Regina High School. 

As your parish starts the process of joining a family, what are 

some hopes and concerns you have? 

St. Ambrose Parish has weathered many storms over the 

past 104 years, and each time the community of faith and its pastors 

have persevered. It is hoped that St. Ambrose will emerge from the 

Family of Parishes restructuring in a positive position, continuing to 

serve as a beacon of faith and a bridge of hope on the Eastside. It 

is hoped that St. Ambrose Parish’s identity will be maintained and 

its success story will continue to unfold in the decades ahead. It is 
hoped that working together with other parishes in the family will 

prove the axiom that there is strength in numbers. And it is hoped 

that the parishes work together to find and promote positive connec- 
tions and outcomes for the Family as a whole. 

From a concerns perspective, comments from parishioners 

include: “| am afraid that | will no longer feel that my church is family 

to me.” And “There’s a reason we call it a ‘home’ parish. St. Ambrose 

offers a comfortable and calming space where we know the people 

and the way things work. It is like home, and | do not want to lose that 

comfort.” And “Restructuring at this point, we reason,could lead to an 

overall decline in practicing Catholics.” 

Other concems: Will there be a weekly bulletin for the Fam- 

ily? How will parishioners stay informed about developments at St. 

Ambrose? How will parishioners hear from their Pastor, Religious 

Education Director and Pastoral Minister? How and when will parish- 

ioners find out who is celebrating the coming week’s masses and at 

which church? Will St. Ambrose staff members lose their jobs? Will 

weekly collections and fund raisers for the parish now be funneled 

into the Family to which it belongs? What autonomy will the parish 

have with its own financial management and staffing? 

Following are specific concerns submitted to the Archdiocese 

in August 2020 by St. Ambrose Pastor, Rev. Timothy Pelc: 

In 1986, Ambrose had less than 300 families registered. 

In 1989 it passed the test of ‘questionable viability. With successful 

mergers with Sts. Martin and Philip, our community grew and now 

has over 900 households. The growth has happened with the grace 

of God and programming to what Catholics in this part of town are 

seeking in a parish. Anything that threatens that “comeback” would 

be unfortunate. 

St. Ambrose is coming to this reorganization in a position of 

economic strength. We have repaid a $4 million dollar building loan 

to the AoD — plus $2 million in interest! We have settled all outstand- 

ing loans for the operation of St. Ambrose School. Collections are 

strong even during the pandemic. Ambrose is now one of the more 

secure parishes on the lower Eastside. 

Historically, St. Ambrose operated schools from 1918 to 

2002 and went bankrupt several times because of unrealistic school 

operations. There is a fear of having that happen again if joined with 

parishes that operate schools. Our $5,000 a month additional pay- 

ment to the AoD for the Charter School sur-tax is about the limit of 
our abilities. 

While there are many good features of the Family of Par- 

ishes proposal, we believe that it is being implemented in a par- 

ticularly hurried and heavy-handed way. Of specific concern is the 

top-heavy administrative structure envisioned for the Family, and a 

forced union with parishes to our East. Ambrose has spent years 

cultivating a relationship with the City of Detroit and would think that 

our value is in collaboration with parishes along the Jefferson Ave 

corridor, including acontinued association with the Capuchins. 

We feel it is advisable to tread lightly on a parish where 

things are working. We know how difficult it is to merge congrega- 

tions because we have done it, and we also know how it is best when 

these things happen organically.


