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LED BY THE SPIRIT ON MISSION 
An Excerpt from Archbishop Vigneron’s 

Pastoral Note on Families of Parish 

As Archdiocesan lay leaders and pas- 

tors took their first steps this summer plan- 

ning and preparing for our transition to 

Families of Parishes, the Vatican Congre- 

gation for the Clergy released a document 

entitled, “The Pastoral Conversion of the 

Parish Community in the Service of Evan- 

gelizing Mission of the Church.” This doc- 

ument, a call for parishes to become evan- 

gelizing communities, confirmed much of 

the work to which we had already committed. 

We are instructed in the Vatican let- 

ter to resist the temptation to view par- 

ishes as inward-focused (places for those 

already initiated to gather) and instead to 

ensure they are outward-focused (places 

from which to go out on mission). Evange- 

lization must be the driving focus of parish 

life and all of our structures must flow from 

this mission. In the Vatican’s document, we 

are called in this work to “identify perspec- 

tives that allow for the renewal of ‘tradi- 

tional’ parish structures in terms of mis- 

sion.” With Families of Parishes, we seek 

to address this challenge, renew our parish 

structures and continue our transformation 

into a missionary archdiocese. 

A Family of Parishes is a grouping 

of three or more parishes that collaborate 

in deeper and more intentional ways than 

parishes have ever done before. Each par- 

ish in a Family will retain its own unique 

identity, similar to how each sibling has 

his or her own unique role in the family. 

This is not a parish cluster or merger as we 

have done in the past. Rather, Families of 

Parishes share similarities to other models 

that have been successfully implemented 

in other dioceses in the United States and 

Canada, with new parish structures to sup- 

port mission. The structures we inherited for 

our parishes served us well in the past, but 

we know from Synod ’ 16 — and it was con- 

firmed by the Vatican document discussed 

earlier in this section — that parishes need 

to be realigned for mission. These new Fam- 

ilies of Parishes will collaborate by sharing 

resources — including priests, deacons, 

and staffs across parish lines — to further 

advance the mission Christ has entrusted to 

his Church. 

Every parish will participate in this 

renewed structure. Since Pentecost Sunday 

of this year, our Regional Bishops and Vic- 

ars have been working with priests to de- 

termine which parishes will come together 

to form Families. We have more than 200 

parishes in the Archdiocese of Detroit, in- 

cluding those designated for particular eth- 

nic or cultural communities, under the care 

of religious orders, and in urban, rural and 

suburban areas. We have parishes which are 

growing and others which have seen their 

communities decrease in number. Each par- 
ish — like each member of our Church — has 

gifts which contribute to the full flourishing 

of our archdiocese. 

I am grateful to our priests for their 

active involvement in this process. Our col- 

laboration has extended to include many tal- 

ented lay people who have helped with this 

process, both in the “nuts and bolts” as well 

as in the discernment of the strategy and the 

groupings of Families. Our Church is all the 

richer for the way we work together — clergy 

and laity — for important initiatives such as 

Families of Parishes. Lay co-workers and 

volunteers bring essential gifts which I have 

come to rely on for the exercise of my min- 

istry as your Archbishop. 

Continued on page 2
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Led by the Spirit on mission expert support for the mission. Pastors rely heavily on busi- 
  
Continued from page 1 

While Families of Parishes are certainly new to our 

archdiocese, the required commitment to collaboration and 

cooperation is not. In the months and years ahead, new and 

innovative ways to work together will strengthen the bonds 

that already exist and will build new bonds everywhere else. 

For many of our parishes this will be an entirely new process 

which will require everyone to let go of a status quo mental- 

ity and to choose trust over fear. For all of us, this new reality 

will require a renewal of our confidence in Jesus’ power and 

his presence among us. 

As we look forward to establishing Families of Par- 

ishes in the Archdiocese of Detroit, I am confident one of 

the goods which will come from this new reality is greater 

mutual support for our priests. It can be a great temptation 

in priestly ministry to become a “lone ranger,” isolated from 

other priests. While priests will not necessarily be living to- 
gether as a result of Families of Parishes, they will be work- 

ing together, praying together, and planning together for their 

parishes. 

Mission Direct: A renewed effectiveness 

We will match our Archdiocesan transformation to 
Families of Parishes with a corresponding renewal of our 

parish staffing structures into two distinct and complemen- 

tary categories: Mission Direct and Mission Support. This 

staffing reality already exists for those serving in the Arch- 

diocesan Curia who provide central services to our parishes, 

schools and ministries. Now our parishes will benefit from 

this new approach as well. 

Mission Direct staff positions are those ministries 

which touch most directly the mission of our parishes: to cre- 

ate a band of joyful missionary disciples. These positions are 
the ones we might already term “ministry positions” or “lay 

ecclesial ministers,” such as catechists, youth ministers and 

pastoral associates. God has not bestowed all his gifts on any 

one group of individuals and ordination does not contain gifts 

for every work of ministry. Therefore, it is essential that our 

Families of Parishes continue to utilize the gifts of our tal- 

ented lay co-workers. 

As parishes come together into Families, their staffs 

will begin to work together to more effectively help all peo- 
ple within their boundaries encounter, grow, and witness to 

Christ. We will adopt new positions, new titles and new or- 

ganizational structures for parish staffs in the months ahead 

to help all our Families of Parishes flourish. Furthermore, we 

will provide formation for those in new positions to assure 

that we are not simply changing titles but are effectively fo- 

cusing on being more missionary. 

Mission Support: a renewed efficiency 

While “moving from maintenance to mission” has 

become a catchphrase to express our commitment to the New 

Evangelization, I know our parishes cannot function without 

ness managers, bookkeepers, human resource professionals, 

IT experts, maintenance staff and others to do work for which 

they often are not equipped. While the governance of par- 

ishes must always ultimately reside in the pastors, they must 

have competent and trustworthy collaborators in this work. 

Mission Support positions will provide mutual sup- 

port to the parishes within a Family to allow for a renewed 

efficiency. The more resources we can dedicate to the mis- 

sionary work of our parishes, the better they can be mobilized 

for evangelization, to which “every activity and resource of 
the parish must be in alignment.” 

Each Family of Parishes will have a Mission Sup- 

port Director who will oversee those ministering “behind the 

scenes” in support of the mission. This position will report to 

the lead Pastor or Moderator of the Family. Priests and other 

staff will be more able to commit themselves whole-hearted- 

ly to the work of mission direct ministries and evangelization 

efforts. 

As we begin this transition in our Families in the 

months ahead, we will need to pray especially for a spirit 
of collaboration. Change, especially change in one’s work, 

can present stress, doubt, and uncertainty about the future. I 

ask each of you to pray for a new openness to this renewal 

and collaboration, knowing that God ts particularly generous 

when we pray for graces to better evangelize. 

Missionary strategic planning 

Families of Parishes will begin to take shape on July 

1, 2021. By July 2022 all of our parishes will be part of their 

new Families. I am certain that there will be both challenges 

and opportunities for growth during this time. I am also con- 

fident that we are on the right path forward for our Church. 

Each Family will be asked to develop its own Family 
Missionary Strategic Plan in the not-too-distant future. These 

plans will empower Families to discern how best to accom- 

plish the work of unleashing the Gospel in their communi- 

ties. In addition, the Plans will be something around which 

the parishes within newly formed Families can collaborate 

and thus grow closer together. 
Each Family’s Missionary Strategic Plan will look 

to Unleash the Gospel for inspiration — taking up the heart 

of Foundational Conviction, addressing the Roots of the Cri- 
sis, and seeking to fulfill the parish and family-level Action 

Steps outlined in the pastoral letter. There will be much more 

shared about these plans later in 2021 and into 2022. While 

the details are still in development, we can be confident that 

God will use them to mold us into a more missionary diocese. 

We may be intimidated by this work, but we should fear not; 

Jesus is with us! There is nothing good that you or I could 
dream of accomplishing which Jesus does not already want 

more ardently for us. 

AU.



DECEMBER 6, 2020 - THE BEEHIVE 

  

Au 
ch hings 

onsidered 
The priests in the Archdio- 

cese have been told to meet electroni- 
cally with Archbishop Vigneron this 

Wednesday morning for his announce- 

ment as to the reorganization structures 
for his “Family of Parishes.” Later that 

afternoon, the Archbishop will make a 

similar announcement for the benefit 

of the laity. Access that information 

at https://aod.app.box.com/s/egm- 

v23q09y Infoqpnw6b7myvphdlbmf6é 

Priests have already been in- 

formed that their current assignment 

letters will be re-written to reflect the 

fact that they are pastors of a fam- 

ily and not a parish once the family is 
formed. 

In all cases, these new assign- 
ments will call out the fact that the re- 

sponsibility which pastors now have is 

not for one parish but rather for all of 

the parishes within the Family. 
VAM 

One person in the United 
States dies about every minute from 

COVID-19 as the national death toll 

surpassed 271,000 last week. This 

changes, once again, many things in 

our parish life. 

One of the most recent was the 
limitation imposed on Funeral gath- 

erigs. Here in Michigan and in our 

Archdiocese, they are currently limited 

to 25 persons in attendance. I see the 

wisdom in that. It’s been our observa- 

tion that compliance with Covid-pre- 

cautions are well established with our 

parishioners; problems inevitably arise 

when persons from outside the parish 

come to pray at events like funerals and 
weddings. Since they usually bring 

people from a wide area, who have a 
human need for close personal contact 

at those moments of life’s journey, they 
are inherently “super-spreader” events. 

Another change that has hap- 

pened is that Archbishop Vigneron has 
extended the dispensation from the obli- 

TOMTOM clant 
private confessions in their own churches on; 

Monday, December 14 6:00 -— 8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 15 PA ee OE 

At St. Ambrose a Communal Penance Service will 

  

gation to attend mass on Saturday/Sun- 
day through the beginning of Lent 2021. 

Assuming that we will not be 

under complete lock-down like we were 

for Easter, we’ve created a schedule of 

worship opportunities that allowed the 

maximum number of persons to come 

to worship during Christmas time while 

maintamimg the recommended building 

capacity of our church. You'll receive a 

printed copy in the mail, and it will also 

be available online. 

We’ve added a more overt con- 

tact tracing procedure by adopting a sys- 

tem that has been widely used by other 

churches — reservations. This should 

also avoid the problem of persons show- 
ing up for mass and not being able to get 

in the building because we have reached 

capacity. Our reservation system will be 

done through https://stambroseparish1. 
flocknote.com/signup/20686. That will 

be active starting on December 7". 

To allow a maximum number 

of persons to worship during the season, 
we've added additional liturgies. The 

Archbishop’s idea of selecting a mass 

anytime between December 24" and 27" 

is a good one. It also takes the extreme 
pressure off of Christmas Eve, which 

seems to be every Catholic’s preferred 

time to celebrate. 
This Christmas Eve, we’re 

foregoing any semblance of a “chil- 

dren’s litugy” not because we want to, 

but because we don’t want to put chil- 

dren at risk. 

We’re adding a Christmas Eve 

Mass at 8:00, which should take some 

pressure off the 4:00 mass that day. 

be celebrated on Saturday, December 19 at 1:30 

We're keeping Midnight, at 
midnight. 

And we're celebrating two 

masses on Christmas Day, 8:30 and 
11:15. That will be consistant through 

all of the Sundays of the Christmas sea- 

son. 
For each of the liturgical feasts, 

Christmas, Holy Family, New Year’s, 
Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord, 

we will broadcast or live-stream one of 

those masses celebrated here. 
That brings up something that 

we're going to have to talk about and 
that is my approval of $19,000 in non- 
budgeted funds for perrmanently placed 

television and upgraded sound equip- 

ment. Video masses are here to stay. 

We might as well accept the fact that 

although it is not a good way of partici- 

pating in the liturgy because it obviously 

eliminates the reception of ‘holy com- 

munion” and the whole community dy- 
namic of prayer, it does reach an eager 

audience, for whom we must assume 
have valid reasons not to worship in per- 

son. 

Our electricians are currently in 

Covid quarentine, so the placement of 

four permanent cameras in the church 
interior unfortunately is probably not 

going to be completed before Christ- 

mas, but we’ll see what we can do. 

Once they are installed, these 

cameras should be less obtrusive than 

the regular temporary positions (al- 

though not necessarily eliminate them). 
They have the ability to be operated 

remotely, which could also solve some 
Continued on page 4
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Feast of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 

The Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 

is celebrated on Tuesday, 

er December 8, 
2090. 

   

  

   

   

Mass at St. 

A\\ Ambrose for 
4\ the feast will 

      

All Things Considered, cont 

Continued from page two... 
  

of the problems associated with limited 

seating allowed for funerals and wed- 

dings. If it wasn’t for the pandemic, I 

doubt if we would have embraced this 

electronic ministry so completely. But 

the congregation that joins us on line 

week-to-week certainly has. 
FAA 

Given the “iffy” nature of 

church attendance and shopping over 

the next few weeks, it makes sense to 

open to the idea of purchasing gifts for 

Pregnancy Aid on line and having them 

directly shipped to the parish. 

Thus far, the rectory has been 

innundated with deliveries of diapers 

causing a few smiles. If you want to 

make an online purchase from a vendor, 

have it sent directly to the parish with a 

marking “Pregnancy Aid” on the label 

or gift card. Although if a stroller and a 

lot of onesies show up, we’ll probably 

figure it out. If you are coming to mass 

between now and New Year’s you can 
drop off your Pregnancy Aid in person 

at the ARK. 

TRP 

Faith Formation Station 
“Advent is a journey towards Bethlehem. May we let ourselves be drawn by the 

light of God made man.” — Pope Francis 

This Sunday we celebrate the 2? Sunday of Advent. If you haven’t done 

so already, you might check out the resources attached to the Flipgrid Parent’s Re- 

sources Video posted to all of the grade classes. There are a lot of wonderful feast 

days to celebrate during Advent. The list of Christmas books in the posting contains 

good reads to help you celebrate the feast days listed below: 

FEAST of ST. NICHOLAS: 12/6 

St. Nicholas Day is celebrated each year on December 6". Tradition holds 

that kids who leave their shoes out on the hearth or by the door before they go to 

sleep on December 5" will wake up with their shoes filled with candy or small 

treats, which means St. Nicholas has been there! 

Nicholas (died about 350) came from a wealthy family, with parents who 

always were generous to the poor. When they died, Nicholas gave their money 

away to help people in need. He became a priest and was soon made a bishop. He 

was known for caring for children in trouble, healing the sick, feeding the hungry 

and saving sailors from storms. He often performed secret acts of kindness, such 

as leaving coins in the shoes of those who left them out for him. After he died, 

stories of his goodness spread to many countries. He became known as Nicholas 

the Wonderworker. 

FEAST of IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: 12/8 

The feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary celebrated on December 

8. There are many misconceptions about this feast day. It is not, as many Catho- 

lics believe, the virginal conception of Jesus Christ in Mary. Nor is it the virginal 

birth of Jesus by Mary. The Immaculate Conception means Mary was always free 

of original sin. The word immaculate literally means pure, or without blemish. It’s 

important to note that Mary was not “immaculate” by any merit of her own, but by 

the saving (“sanctifying”’) grace of Jesus Christ, her savior. That’s the same grace 

that washed us free of the stain of original sin at their baptism. 

But in the case of Mary, the saving grace of Jesus Christ preserved her 
from being stained by original sin in the first place. She was conceived with the 

same original innocence, holiness, and justice that Adam and Eve possessed before 

they broke away from God. She was, as the angel Gabriel declared, “full of grace.” 

FEAST of OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE: 12/12 

On December 12" we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Mary, 

the Mother of Jesus, once appeared in a vision as a pregnant Hispanic woman, leav- 
ing an image of herself on the cloak of Juan Diego. In appearing to Juan Diego 

nearly 480 years ago, Mary did something quite radical. Not only did she appear to 

an Indian whom the conquering Spanish thought was non-human, but she appeared 

to a tribe with whom other tribes would not associate. With her simple greeting 

to Juan Diego, “Juan Diego, mi Dieguito,” and with a simple command, “I want a 

temple built in my honor on this hill of Tepeyac,” she turned an established system 

upside-down. This appearance heralded the beginning of a new era. Our Lady 

of Guadalupe stands as a symbol of unity for all those struggling to become free 

human beings. She brought the good news of God’s creative and redemptive love 

to those who needed it most. May we pray for the freedom of all those who are 

unjustly held captive this Advent. 

FEAST OF ST. LUCY: 12/13 

St. Lucy’s Feast Day is December 13". She was a 4" century martyr, 

whose name and feast day are associated with light. We know little historically 

about her except that she died a martyr’s death. Because her name means “light,” 

she has become the patron of the blind and those suffering with eye ailments. It is
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fitting that we celebrate her light-filled feast day in the season of Advent. In Scan- 

dinavia, children light candles and bring pastries to their parents on the morning 

of St. Lucy’s feast day. In Italy, St. Lucy brings small gifts to good children. In 

Hungary, there is a tradition of planting wheat seeds in a little pot to watch grow 

and then use the sprigs in the manger of the family créche. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REMINDERS: 

¢ Grade 2 Reconciliation Meeting — Rescheduled for 12/10/20 at 7:00 PM. A Zoom 

link will be sent. 

¢ Grade 9 Fall Semester Complete — All assignments were due 12/1/20. If you have 

not turned in your class work or scheduled your interview, please email the reli- 

gious education office ASAP. 

¢ Catechist Prayer & Share Meeting — 12/9/20 at 7:00 PM. A Zoom link will be 

sent. 

ADVENT FAMILY PRAYER CHALLENGE: 

All families and individuals are invited to enter into the beauty of the Ad- 

vent season through prayer and reflection on the Scriptural themes of the season 

with the Archdiocese of Detroit’s Advent Family Prayer Challenge. Starting on the 

first Sunday of Advent (or whenever you sign up), participants will receive a daily 
reminder to pray via email or text. The Advent season gives us the opportunity 

to prepare our hearts and homes for Christ. This prayer challenge is a chance for 

families to celebrate this season in a new way. You can sign up to receive the re- 

minder about prayer via email or by text message. Please visit: www.52sundays. 

com/advent-prayer-challenge for more information or to sign up. 

Kelly Woolums 

Mondays with a Mystic 
A mystic is someone who has had an experience with God, recognizes tt, 

and allows it to transform them. Have you thought about praying with the mystics? 

Now’s your chance! One Monday per month, join Faith Offman from the staff of 

the Passionist Retreat Center in an exploration of the lives and spirituality of some 

famous and lesser known Christian mystics. Each online event will also include an 

opportunity for a shared prayer experience. These events will take place on ZOOM. 

Participants will receive information on how to log in prior to the event. Contact 

Cathy at (313)286-2801 or cadamk@stpaulretreat.org. 
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———~ Honey from Our Hives 
The “2020 vintage” of St. Ambrose honey 1s 

now processed and packaged. While we’ve added new 

hives, we’ve also left more honey for the bees them- 

selves to winter-over, so there 1s a /imited number of 

jars that we can offer for sale. The price is $50 per 

jar, and purchase is restricted to one per customer. 

This is a unique gift, one that literally is a “taste of 

St. Ambrose,” since honey, like wine, takes on the 

character of the place where it is produced. 

Our honey jar comes with Ambrose featured 

on it, the patron saint of bees and beekeepers. 

These one-pound jars come gift-boxed and will be 

on sale starting December 7" through our office. 

Call (313) 822-2814. 
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The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net       
The CARES Act: 
New charitable giving incentives 

The End-of-the-Year Christ- 

mas Collection is an essential part of 

our operational budget here at St. Am- 

brose. Your Christmas give to St. Am- 

brose at this time may provide you with 

additional tax advantages. 
Signed into law on March 

27, 2020, the Coronavirus Aid Relief 

and Economic Security Act (CARES 

ACT) includes provisions designed to 

encourage charitable contributions of 

cash. It allows a growing number of 

taxpayers who do not itemize their re- 

turns to receive a tax deduction of up 

to $300 for cash donations to 501(c)(3) 

non profit organizations during calen- 

dar year 2020. 

Taxpayers who itemize returns 
may now deduct up to 100%of their 

2020 Adjusted Grosse Income (AGI). 

The limit on corporate donations has 

been lifted from 10% to 25%. Please 

consult your tax advisor.
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Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week 
December 7 

St. Ambrose, bishop & doctor 

December 8 

The Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mass at 8:30 a.m. 

Mass at 7:00 p.m. 

December 9 

Weekday - 2" Week in Advent 
December 10 

Weekday - 2" Week in Advent 
December 11 

Weekday - 2" Week in Advent 

December 12 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

4:00 p.m. Mass - 3 Sunday of Advent 

December 13 

10:00 a.m. Mass — 3 Sunday of Advent 

*Web broadcast of weekend Mass from 

St Ambrose will begin at 8:00 on Sunday. 

and will be accessible throughout the day. 

Spending Spotlight 
Before Covid, who could have ever 

imagined that disinfectant wipes would be a 

popular item on Amazon? As in “can’t keep 
them on the shelves” popular! Since March, 

St. Ambrose has had to seek out new sources 
from which to order the wipes (we use them 

several times per weekend when disinfecting 

pews, door handles, etc.). So far, we’ve spent 

$720.00 on disinfectant wipes. 

Scriptures for the 
2™4 Week in Advent 

December 7 

Is 35: 1-10 

Ps 85: 9ab-14 

Lk 5: 17-26 

December 8 

Gn 3: 9-15, 20 

Ps 98: 1-4 

Eph 1: 3-6, 11-12 

Lk 1: 26-39 

December 9 

Is 40: 25-31 

Ps 103: 1-4, 8, 10 

Mt 11: 28-30 

December 10 

Is 41: 13-20 

Ps 145: 1, 9-13b 

Mt L1: 11-15 

December 11 

Is 48: 17-19 

Ps 1: 1-4, 6 

Mt 11: 16-19 

December 12 

Zec 2: 14-17 or 

Rv 11: 19a; 12: 1-6a, 10ab 
(Ps) Jdt 13: 18be, 19 

Lk 1: 26-38 or Lk 1: 39-47 

December 13 

Is 61: 1-2a, 10-11 

(Ps) Lk 1: 46-50, 53-54 

1 Thes 5: 16-24 

Jn 1: 6-8, 19=-28 

  

  

“Third Sunday of Advent 
For the Advent season, there will be two Masses on here on the weekend — 

Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Out of an abundance of caution, we have opened mass to a congregation of 
25% of the building’s capacity - roughly 150 persons. 

Face masks and social distancing is required. In addition, we will now be 

requiring tracing information similar to the one done at your doctor’s office. 
Our church building is sanitized prior to each liturgy. 

View Sunday’s mass at facebook.com/stambroseparish or stambroselive on 

youtube.stambrosechurch.net starting at 8:00 a.m.     

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 

To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............... $10,100.00 

On Sunday, November 29, 2020 

in envelopes we received........... $5,097.00 

in the loose collection ................. $1,439.00 

in electronic donations................ $4,701.00 

for a total Of ooo. eeeeeeeee $11,237.00 

Over budget for the week........... $1,137.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used ..............00..... 45 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Christine Busque, Pat Blake, Karen 

Culver, Ann Sullivan Kay, Donald 

Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, Jeanne 

Noto, David Schumacker, Matthew 

Elias, George Bucec, Emilie Kasper, 

Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto Billings, 

Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna 

Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine 

Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex Biulliu, 

Jerry Hansen, Jackie Walkowsk1, 
Kristen Kingzett, Maria Simcina, 

Albina Checki, Brian Tague, Sharif 

Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Anne 

Purvis, Chris Walsh, Jerry Gutowsk1, 

Kevin O’Connor, and those suffering 

and hospitalized worldwide with 
COVID-19. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Adopt-a-Family 2020 

Many people in our neighbor- 

hood are in need of extra help at Christ- 

mas this year more than in years past. 

However, due to Covid-19, we must 

make changes to our usual Adopt-a- 

Family program. We know many of 

you would love to help out a family at 

Christmas as long as you could do it in 

a safe way. We would like to encour- 

age those of you who have helped out 

in years past to do so again but possibly 

in different ways. 

We have extra Kroger gift 

cards from our Thanksgiving collec- 

tion to provide food for many of the 

families we have identified as possible 

Christmas recipients. What we could 

use 1S a means to provide them with 

toys or clothes for their children or 

other household needs. We think Mei- 

jer gift cards would be the best choice 

for these items. If you would like to 

donate one or more Meijer gift cards, 

please try to drop them off at the rec- 

tory by Friday, December 11. 

If you would like to adopt a 

family in a person-to-person way — by 

contacting the family and then shop- 

ping for them — please contact the rec- 

tory and we will put you in touch with 

a family of the appropriate size for your 

resources. When you adopt a family in 

this way, you generally provide food 

and gifts for the children. 
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Pregnancy Aid Giving Tree 
For 27 Advent seasons now, we have erected a 

Pregnancy Aid Giving Tree in our church building as a 

demonstrative way of supporting our pro-life convictions. This 

Giving Tree outreach program benefits the local Pregnancy 

Aid Society at their new location at 15847 E. 8 Mile Rd. in 

Eastpointe, where women with unplanned pregnancies can 

find positive alternatives to abortion. 

Given the “iffy” nature of church attendance and 

shopping over the next few weeks, 1t makes sense to extend 

the collection time for Pregnancy Aid this year — and take a 

pass on the gift tags. 

Usually we would ask that gifts arrive here during 

the actual Christmas masses. However, because of current 

circumstances, gifts to Pregnancy Aid will be welcomed now 

through the end of December. Although cumbersome when 

it comes to storage, it’s better for the good of the whole to 

get this done earlier rather than later. [f you want to make an 

online purchase from a vendor, please have it sent directly 

to the parish office with a marking “Pregnancy Aid” on the 

label or gift card. 

The Pregnancy Aid Society has a wish list which 

includes: baby clothing (0-12 mos.), sleepers, blankets, bibs, 

undershirts (one-piece snap-style), bath accessories, baby 

toiletries, diapers (size 1 and 2), strollers, breast-feeding 

accessories and informative books like: “You and Your Baby” 

or support items such as “Baby Einstein” DVDs, books 

and toys. “Pack ’n Plays,” along with Pack *n Play-sized 

crib sheets, are also welcomed, as are all gently used baby 

furniture and car carriers. In short — things that are practical, 

educational and essential. Gently used baby furniture, 

strollers and car seats are also a welcome gift — call for special 

drop-off instructions. All these items brought in are part of 

an inventory from which Pregnancy Aid draws all year long. 

There are few better ways to give a birthday present today to 

Jesus than through this Pregnancy Aid project.     

When Your Donation 
Is Worth 7% More 

As we come upon the last days of the calendar year, it 

means we are also coming up to the end of a fiscal tax period. 
If you intend to make an end-of-the-year gift to the parish, 

you'll need to date it before January 1* and get it into our 
office in an envelope marked “Christmas Collection.” Gifts 
made in this manner are free from the usual Archdiocesan 
taxation of 7%. 

When it comes to calculating your charitable 
deductions for the Internal Revenue Service this coming April, 

the cutoff date for 2020 deductions is December 31“. So, it’s 

now time to review your tax strategy. 
A significant portion of our parish operating revenue 

comes from end-of-the-year contributions which can be in the 
form of cash, securities, stock, real estate and other negotiables. 

Consult your tax preparer who can guide you as to the best 
way of making a donation to St. Ambrose. Or, our own parish 

accountant can also be of assistance if you call the rectory. 

Shop St. Ambrose 
Are you looking for a last minute gift? St. Ambrose 

offers some limited items for unique gift-giving. These are ex- 

clusive to our parish and quantities are limited. 

BuyA -Byick —Memorialize a loved one, or “carve 

in stone” an event with a personalized brick paver that will be 

installed in our memorial walkway. Pavers run between $500 

and $1,000 depending on size. Here’s a gift that becomes a 

tangible part of Ambrosian history, viewed by generations to 

come. 

Glincli Rosarces — Six different custom-designed 
rosaries made by hand in Italy expressly for St. Ambrose Par- 

ish. The bead collection ranges from hard wood, bohemian 

glass and semi-precious stones. The cruficix is taken from the 

ARK Plaza sculpture. The center piece depicts the First and 

Second Coming of Christ from our sanctuary and the “pater” 

beads are taken from a detail in our stained glass windows. 

Not just a beautiful work of craftsmanship, but a useful aid in 

prayer — a real legacy piece! Prices run between $48 and $107 

dollars. They come boxed and presented in a velvet gift bag. 

“Feeding the Multitude” —a collection of more 
than 250 recipes provided by the cooks of St. Ambrose Parish. 

This spiral bound book contains a special section with meal 

prayers for the seasons of the Church year as well as for spe- 

cial family celebrations. 

Commemoyative Bee ‘ Cile — Designed and pro- 

duced exclusively for St. Ambrose Parish by David Ellison, a 

Detroit-area tile maker who was instrumental in establishing 

the tile-making program at historic Pewabic Pottery. The size 

of the tile, unframed, is 6” x 6” and costs $85.00, gift-boxed. 

Christnas Chere — A reproduction of a DePrato 

Cherub that adorned the St. Ambrose Creche over 75 years 

ago. Each Cherub is a hand-painted resin casting by Ellison 

Studios, numbered and signed. Every one is a unique work of 

art at $75 each. (Limited Supplies remaining) 

St. Ambrose Honey — $50 per jar; limited to one 
jar of 2020 harvest per person. 

“Cheve ave three casy ways to “shop” St. Aumbvose: 
1. Stop by the parish office, Monday through Friday from 

9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Cash, check or credit cards are ac- 

cepted. 

2. Call the parish office at (313) 822-2814 to place your or- 

der — it can be made available at Mass for your pick up. 

Credit cards may be taken over the phone. Or pay by cash 
or check after mass when picking up, or mail to the parish 

office. 

3. Email your order to stambrose@comcast.net and let us 

know if you want to pick up at the rectory or after Mass. 

Please do not send credit card numbers by email. Call 

(313) 822-2814 for assistance.


