
    arish 

iNaccines) 
) q 

Days after some Catholic bishops shared misinformation on social media 

about Covid-19 vaccines that hit the market, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish- 

ops distributed a memo to all U.S. bishops stating that at least two of the vaccines 

are considered ethically sound. The memo also reminded bishops that Catholic 

Church teaching allows for even the widespread use of vaccines whose origins 

are considered ethically unsound when other treatments are unavailable. 

The Catholic Church teaches that it is unethical to use stem cells derived 

from aborted fetuses in medical research. Earlier this month, two bishops called into 

question the moral permissibility of using two vaccines created in the United States 

by Pfizer and Moderna, both of which appear headed toward regulatory approval. But 

the memo rejects those claims. 

“Neither the Pfizer nor the Moderna vaccine involved the use of cell lines that 

originated in fetal tissue taken from the body of an aborted baby at any level of design, 

development, or production,” reads the memo, signed by Bishop Kevin Rhoades, who 

chairs the bishops’ committee on doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph Naumann, the head 

of the committee on pro-life activities. 

The internal memo corrects “some confusion in the media regarding the mor- 

al permissibility of using the vaccines.” But that confusion is not limited to unspeci- 

fied media reports. At least two bishops have cast doubt on the moral permissibility of 

the vaccines. 

Bishop Joseph Strickland, the head of the Diocese of Tyler, Tex., tweeted 

“Moderna vaccine is not morally produced. Unborn children died in abortions and 
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then their bodies were used as ‘labo- 

ratory specimens.’ I urge all who be- 

lieve in the sanctity of life to reject 

a vaccine which has been produced 

immorally.” Bishop Strickland is 

also listed as a speaker at an online 

anti-vaccination conference this 

fall, giving a talk entitled “Rejecting 

the Culture of Death to Embrace the 

Sanctity of Life.” 

On the same day as Bishop 

Strickland’s tweet, Bishop Joseph 
Brennan, head of the Diocese of 

Fresno, said in a video, “I won’t be 

able to take a vaccine, brothers and 

sisters, and I encourage you not to, if 

it was developed with material from 

stem cells that were derived from a 

baby that was aborted, or material 

that was cast off from artificial in- 

semination of a human embryo.” 

But the memo from the 

USCCB rejects both those claims, 

pointing to a report from the pro- 

life Charlotte Lozier Institute, 

which called both the Pfizer and 

Moderna vaccines “ethically un- 

controversial.” 

The bishops’ memo states 

that some of the testing of the vac- 

cines was done with what it called 

a “tainted cell line” but said the 

connection between the two vac- 

cines and abortion is “relatively 

remote.” 

“Some are asserting that if 

a vaccine is connected in any way 

with tainted cell lines then it is im- 

moral to be vaccinated with them. 

This is an inaccurate portrayal 

of Catholic moral teaching,” the 

memo states. 
Continued on page 2
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Catholics can take 
Covid-19 vaccines 
Continued from page | 
  

The memo explains that Cath- 

olic teaching prohibits the use of stem 

cells derived from aborted fetuses, but 

it notes that there exist different levels 

of moral responsibility, ranging from 

the creator of the vaccine to recipients. 

Even if a vaccine is tied to controversial 

stem cells, the memo says, “it is mor- 

ally permissible to accept vaccina- 

tion when there are no alternatives 

and there is a serious risk to health.” 

Catholics should protest 

against the use of stem cells derived 

from aborted fetuses by pharmaceu- 

tical companies, the memo states, 

invoking teaching from The Pontifi- 

cal Academy for Life. But, the memo 

states, “public health must not be sac- 
rificed.” 

The USCCB released a simi- 

lar memo in 2007 (updated in 2015), 

which stated that “Catholics may licitly 

accept vaccination for themselves and 

their children using a vaccine based on 

tissue from abortion,” citing the case 

of pregnant women or extreme risk 

to the public health, On November 

22, 2020, the Pontifical Academy for 

Life tweeted that it found nothing 

morally objectionable in either the 
Pfizer or Moderna vaccines. 

Brian Kane, the senior direc- 

tor of ethics for the Catholic Health 

Association of the United States, said 

Catholics should be aware of the ori- 

gins of vaccines but added the Pfizer 

and Moderna vaccines are not ethically 

compromised. 

“In terms of the moral prin- 

ciples of being concerned about the 

use of any pharmaceuticals that were 

developed from aborted fetuses, that is 

certainly an issue that we all want to be 

cognizant of and try to avoid their use,” 

he said. “With that in mind, the Pfizer 

and Moderna Covid vaccines that are 

coming out are not even tainted with 

that moral problem.” 

By Michael J. O'Loughlin for the 

November 23, 2020 issue of America 

Magazine, americamagazine. org 

Shope St. AAmbrose 
Are you looking for a last minute gift? St. Ambrose offers some ttems for 

unique gift-giving. These are exclusive to our parish and quantities are limited. 

Buy-A “Brick — Memorialize a loved one, or “carve in stone” an event 

with a personalized brick paver that will be installed in our memorial walkway. 

Pavers run between $500 and $1,000 depending on size. Here’s a gift that becomes 

a tangible part of Ambrosian history, viewed by generations to come. 

Kosactes — Six different custom-designed rosaries made by 

hand in Italy expressly for St. Ambrose Parish. The bead collection ranges from 

hard wood, bohemian glass and semi-precious stones. The crucifix is taken from 

the ARK Plaza sculpture. The center piece depicts the First and Second Coming 

of Christ from our sanctuary and the “Pater” beads are taken from a detail in our 

stained glass windows. Not just a beautiful work of craftsmanship, but a useful 

aid in prayer — a real legacy piece! Prices run between $48 and $107 dollars. They 

come boxed and presented in a velvet gift bag. 

“Feeding the Widtitude” —a collection of more than 250 recipes 

provided by the cooks of St. Ambrose Parish. This spiral bound book contains a 

special section with meal prayers for the seasons of the Church year as well as for 

special family celebrations. 

ile - Ores, and produced exclusively 

cy -area tile maker who was instru- 

mental in establishing the Abs; -making CO) Peri Pewabic Pottery. The 

size of the tile, unframed, is 6” x 6” and costs Uy iPeoric Pow 

Christmas Chew — A reproduction of a DePrato Cherub that adorned 

the St. Ambrose Creche over 75 years ago. Each Cherub is a hand-painted resin 

casting by Ellison Studios, numbered and signed. Every one is a unique work of art 

at $75 each. (Limited Supplies remaining) 

Commemorat 
for St. Ambrose Paris 

St. Ambrose ttoney — A healthy reminder of a bitter/sweet year. $50 

per jar; limited to one jar of the 2020 harvest per person. 

There are three easy ways to “shop” St. Ambrose: 

1. Stop by the parish office, Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Cash, check or credit cards are accepted. 

2. Call the parish office at (313) 822-2814 to place your order — it can be made 

available at Mass for your pick up. Credit cards may be taken over the phone. 

Or pay by cash or check after mass when picking up, or mail to the parish of- 

fice. 

3. Email your order to stambrose@comcast.net and let us know if you want to 

pick up at the rectory or after Mass. Please do not send credit card numbers by 

email. Call (313) 822-2814 for assistance. 

The Inklings of a Vocation? 
If you are feeling a call to the priesthood “at some level,” it is in your best 

interest to talk with a priest you know and/or a vocation director, who will help you 
better discern God’s calling in your life. They will also have programs available to 
assist you in your discernment and more information on the application process. 

Fr. Craig Giera is the Director of Priestly Vocations for the Archdiocese of 
Detroit. Contact him at giera.craig@aod.org — 313-868-7040
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onsidered 
Being unemployed or laid off 

without a paycheck is difficult. Trying 

to cope with financial loss in the middle 

of a pandemic is almost unimaginable. 

The reality is that the pandemic has 

exposed the depth of a hunger crisis. 

350,000 Michigan families accessed 

additional food assistance benefits dur- 

ing the month of November. Some were 

first-time recipients. 

In actual dollars and cents, a 

Michigan family of four received $680 
a month in governmental food assis- 

tance. I don’t know where you shop, 

but trying to feed a family of four on 

$22 a day would be impossible. That’s 
my per diem food allowance plus three 

extra mouths to feed. 

I ask you to take a look at the 

Christmas menu you’re planning and 

remember those who can’t plan entre 

options. Participate if you can by re- 

sponding to the request from our St. 

Vincent dePaul Society for gift cards. 

I’d like for the SVdP to have a stockpile 

of cards to carry them past the holiday 

season when things get may get really 

bleak. 

And remember to get a gift for 

Pregnancy Aid this week or next. Ex- 

pectant moms who don’t have families 

to throw them baby shower parties look 

to Pregnancy Aid for all those baby 

essentials. If you are not going out to 

shop, have an online gift sent to the rec- 

tory. 

FAA 

On Wednesday, December 9", 

the United States broke a daily record 

for Coronavirus deaths. There were 

3,011 new fatalities — the first time the 

death count exceeded 3,000 souls. 

I point this out because that 

was the day that our Archdiocese chose 

to release the details of their Family of 

Parishes reorganization plan. 

I am embarrassed at the insen- 

sitivity of my Church’s actions. This 

plan, which was first announced in 

May, has all along been tone-deaf to the 

realities of the social ferment and medi- 

cal crisis that has been raging around 

us. 

And I don’t know what the 

rush is all about. I have yet to hear a 

cogent explanation as to why such a 

complex plan had to be rushed into be- 

ing in six months’ time. And while the 

actual melding process of parishes will 

take two years, the die is cast as to how 
it will proceed. 

Would we not have thought 

it bad form to announce this on 9/11 

in which 2,606 lives were lost? Given 

the incredible loss of life at the pres- 

ent moment, could not this announce- 

ment have been shelved a few weeks or 

months? For that matter, did we really 

need to make this a pre-Christmas an- 

nouncement? 

It’s not that the Family of Par- 

ishes program 1s necessarily a bad idea. 

There are many parishes that would 

benefit from entering into such a col- 

laboration sooner rather than later. 

But the vocation crisis, which 

the Family Plan attempts to address, 

didn’t just start this year. Conducting 
the entire study and consultation during 

a time when parishes were functioning 

on minimum activity, with no opportu- 

nities for person-to-person, or bishop- 

to-priest interaction, is at best odd. At 

worst, it sends a signal that no real col- 

laboration was desired. 

In case you missed the an- 

nouncement, our Family of Parishes 

will consist of St. Paul, St. Clare of 

Montefalco, St. Matthew and ourselves. 

That is not the recommendation that 

Frs. Novelly, Kowalczyk and myself 

submitted. But it is what it is. We will 

be in wave two of the implementation 

process — so we have at least one year 

before we would engage in active prep- 

arations. 

Pastors were invited to preach 

about the Family Plan last weekend. I 

choose not to bring the issue into what I 

think is a fragile and emotionally diffi- 

cult Advent/Christmas season. I’ve kept 

you informed all summer long through 

this column and bulletin articles, so you 

already know more than most. What 

is new information is the “Playbook” 

which outlines the new structure. 

This includes five, full-time 

Director-level Mission Direct positions 

for each Family: Director of Disciple- 

ship Formation, Director of Engage- 

ment, Director of Christian Service, Di- 

rector of Family Ministry and Director 

of Worship. 

Then there is the Mission Sup- 

port Director who is responsible for 

day-to-day responsibilities in the areas 
related to Finance/Accounting, Human 

Resources, Information Technology, 

and Facility Management. 

I’ve been told that the Play- 

book is an internal document focused 

on the roles of clergy and parish staff in 

Families of Parishes. While it does not 

contain any confidential material, I was 

asked by the AoD to be judicious about 

sharing it with others and only to do so 

if I felt 1t necessary. I think it is neces- 

sary to put this information in the hands 

of those in the parish who ultimately 

will have to implement and finance it. 

Contact us should you want to read a 

copy of the Playbook. 
FAA 

As difficult as 1t was to forfeit 

Holy Week and Easter, that complete 

shut-down of public worship may have 

been easier than attempting to come up 

with a safe and equitable way of cel- 

ebrating Christmas 2020. 

Last Easter Sunday, the U.S. 

Covid death toll was 1,681 — with cases 

concentrated largely in the Northeast. 

At one point in July, U.S. deaths sank to 

a low of 463 per day. 

But as health experts had long 

predicted, a resurgence of Covid has 
arrived. After a Thanksgiving travel 

surge, the number of new cases in the 

U.S. per day shot past 300,000. On ay- 

erage, two souls in our country per min- 

ute are dying from the virus! 

Many Catholic countries have 

done the same with Christmas as we did 

for Easter — that 1s, prohibit liturgical 

gatherings. But here in America there 

has been substantial push-back to do so. 

Even the U.S. Supreme Court has been 

called on to render a judgment about 
limiting religious services. 

Continued on page 4
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All Things Considered, cont 

Continued from page two... 
  

In the midst of such a stagger- 

ing loss of life and with the conscious- 

ness that the God we worship does not 
want us to do so at the expense of life, 

I’ve instituted a number of options and 

procedures that hopefully will guide 

our congregation through this Covid- 

infested Christmas. 

e We have instituted an online op- 

tion for you to participate in each 

of the feast days of Christmas. 

While watching mass electroni- 

cally is hardly the optimal liturgi- 

cal experience, it does keep us con- 

nected. The liturgy schedule has 

been mailed to you. It also appears 

on the final page of this bulletin. 

e We have tightened up our en- 

trance procedures to now re- 

quire contact tracing informa- 

tion for those in attendance. That 

has already proved useful. 

e We have added extra masses — 

there are two Christmas Eve masses 

as well as one at Midnight. On Sun- 

days during the holidays, we will 

resume the 8:30 and 11:15 masses. 

e We will limit our capacity to 150 

worshippers per mass. That’s hard- 

ly the SRO number we would expe- 

rience at Christmas. For this holi- 

day season we ask those who wish 
to attend Mass in person register 

online or call the rectory. 

This year, we cannot celebrate 

Christmas where and how we would 

like: in a packed church, with our fami- 

lies — large or small — with friends and 

relatives. Some will be in quarantine or 

self-isolating and could feel excluded; 

others must work over the Christmas 

holidays to provide essential services. 

No matter how adverse the cir- 

cumstances are, Jesus comes into our 

world as light and humbly takes his 

place among us. Let everyone who cel- 

ebrates Christmas 2020 do so different- 

ly this year — no matter the restrictions 

or protective measures — but always 
filled with hope. 

TRP 

Faith Formation Station 

“May you have the gladness of Christmas which is hope; 
the spirit of Christmas which is peace; 
the heart of Christmas which is love.” 

- Ada V. Hendriks 

Last week at our catechist Advent Prayer & Share zoom meeting, the cat- 

echists and I reflected on our call to “come” and follow Jesus this Advent. We talked 

about all the ways this Advent was different in our virtual classrooms and all the 

ways the Spirit of our religious education community could still be the same. Dis- 

cussion was had as to how, even after things return to “normal,” faith formation and 

the Church itself will never be the same. We will be different. Our hearts will have 

changed. The way we communicate and educate — can be enriched — by a change 

of heart, by a coming to faith and trust in Jesus. In a recent editorial Pope Francis 

pointed to this very thing: “This is a moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities — 

what we value, what we want, what we seek — and to commit to act in our daily life 

on what we have dreamed of.... God asks us to dare to create something new.” So, 

as we walk into a new year, know that the catechists and I will be meeting together, 

dreaming big together. And, we will be looking for your input and your support in 

creating something new an amazing. 

My youngest child, Andrew, loves to ask me questions: “Mom, what is your 

favorite season?” “What dessert do you love more than anything?” “When you were 

a kid, what did you like to do?” This ongoing line of questioning 1s not only his way 

of making a connection and of carving out “me time” with him, it’s the historian in 

him putting together the pieces of who we are together. On a recent hike at Belle 

Isle, he hit me with all the Christmas and Advent questions. “What is your favorite 

thing to do at Christmas? When you were a kid did you wait until Christmas Eve to 

decorate the tree like we do?” I answered his questions, and I posed my own to him. 

What followed was an imagining and reimagining of our journey toward Christmas 

together. 

My favorite season 1s fall. My time favorite holiday is Advent. What I love 

most about Advent is the idea of waiting and preparing our hearts for something so 

amazing to come at Christmas — Emmanuel, God with us. My favorite Christmas 

tradition is reading stories with my children every night in December. Each year my 

children get a new Christmas book that we add to our extensive collection. Some 

books are secular, many are religious, and all are bound with tales of adventure, wait- 
ing, hope, love, wonder and awe. 

As I prepared for the catechist meeting, I reflected on my walk with Andrew 

and the responses I had to his questions. I read the day’s Gospel reading, searched 

through the articles in my inbox and our Christmas book boxes to find a theme for 

our meeting prayer. How do we prepare our hearts this Advent? In a year full of so 

much loss, where do we find joy? Where do we see ourselves in the Christmas story? 

The message I found was this: everything is uncertain - but all is possible if 

we answer the call to Come and rest in Him. There are many different perspectives 

from which to see the Christmas story — the shepherds asleep in the fields, the angels 

gathered to deliver a message, the donkey carrying Mary across the miles, an expect- 

ant mother unsure of what lies ahead, a father so far from home, the animals making 

room in their stable home. The manger scene may look peaceful and serene, but 

we know all too well this year how there are tensions, discomfort, and fear. There 

is anxiety over safety; there are decisions to make, problems to overcome, and an 

uncertain future to face. We, too, must persevere through troubling times. We must 

leave behind our visions of what-might-have-been and follow the path that God has 

laid out for us. We must find compassion, commitment, courage, empathy, forgive- 

ness, sacrifice and joy in the journey. Ina year full of changes, there has and will 

always be one constant: a Christ Child will be born to save us. We must make room 

for Him in the stables of our hearts. We must continue our journey, however long, 

and like the wisemen return by a different path — to spread the Good news of hope for 

a future that belongs to everyone. 

Kelly Woolums, Director of Religious Education
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( Honey from Our Hives 
The “2020 vintage” of St. Ambrose honey 1s 

now processed and packaged. While we’ve added new 

hives, we’ve also left more honey for the bees them- 

selves to winter-over, so there is a limited number of 

jars that we can offer for sale. The price is $50 per 

jar, and purchase is restricted to one per customer. 
This is a unique gift, one that literally is a “taste 

of St. Ambrose,” since honey, like wine, takes on 

the character of the place where it is produced. 

' Our honey jar comes with Ambrose featured on 

it, the patron saint of bees and beekeepers. These 

one-pound jars come gift-boxed and will be on sale 
starting December 7" through our office. Call (313) 

822-2814. 

  

    

  

  
Stewardship Reflection 

“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” — Luke 1:28 

After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward. Her entire life was lived 

in obedience to God’s call. Mary teaches us to live with joy for all we have been 

given. Just as the moon reflects the light of the sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ. 

Like Mary, we are called to reflect Christ’s light to the world through our gratitude 

and generosity. 

  

Pregnancy Aid Giving Tree 
For almost three decades, our parish has endorsed a demonstrative 

way of supporting our pro-life convictions. Our Christmas Giving Tree 

outreach program continues to benefits the local Pregnancy Aid Society at 

their new location at 15847 E. 8 Mile Rd. in Eastpointe, where women with 

unplanned pregnancies can find positive alternatives to abortion. 

Given the “iffy” nature of church attendance and shopping over the 
the pandemic, it makes sense to extend the collection time for Pregnancy Aid 

this year — and take a pass on the gift tags. Usually we would ask that gifts 

arrive here during the actual Christmas masses. However, because of current 

circumstances, gifts to Pregnancy Aid will be welcomed now through the end 

of December. This year we open our efforts to “ON LINE GIVING” If you 

want to make an online purchase from a vendor, please have it sent directly to 
the parish office with a marking “Pregnancy Aid” on the label or gift card. 

The Pregnancy Aid Society has a wish list which includes: baby 

clothing (0-12 mos.), sleepers, blankets, bibs, undershirts (one-piece snap- 

style), bath accessories, baby toiletries, diapers (size 1 and 2), strollers, breast- 

feeding accessories and informative books and toys. “Pack ’n Plays,” along 

with Pack *n Play-sized crib sheets, are also welcomed, as are all gently used 

baby furniture and car carriers. 

In short — things that are practical, educational and essential. Gently 

used baby furniture, strollers and car seats are also a welcome — call us for 

special drop-off instructions. All these ttems brought in are part of an inventory 

from which Pregnancy Aid draws all year long. There are few better ways to 

give a birthday present today to Jesus than through this Pregnancy Aid project.       

  

  

The Beehive 
is the parish weekly bulletin of the 
St. Ambrose Catholic Community 

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc 

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 

Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums 
Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV 

Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor 
Secretary: Mary Urbanski 

Sacramental Celebrations 

Masses: On the Lord’s Day — 

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 10:00 a.m. 

Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 

infants to be made by contacting the rectory. 

Penance: As announced and by appointment. 

Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 

office a minimum of six months in advance of the 

proposed date to make arrangements. 

Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 

after the deceased's passing. 

Directory 
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton 

Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 

Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838 
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net 

Religious Education: (313) 332-5633 

Pastoral Ministry: (313) 332-5631 

Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net   
  

Call Waiting 
Perhaps you have (or someone 

you know has) a hunger for the living 

Christ’s presence in your life. Perhaps 

you have heard his call, or met him and 

want to join fully with the members of 

his risen body — the Church — through 

the sacraments of Baptism, Confirma- 

tion, and Holy Communion. When the 

time is right for you, it is never too early 

and it is never too late to inquire about 

satisfying that deepest desire in your 

soul. Just give Fr. Tim or me a call at 

822-2814 and we’ll be happy to discuss 

a custom-designed process just for you. 

This experience can fit those 

who have never been Baptized — those 

who were Baptized in another Christian 

denomination and want to join us in 

Communion — as well as those Catho- 

lics who have “missed a sacrament” 

If you recognize that the Lord 1s 

calling you to deeper relationship with 

Him we’ re here to make that happen. 

Chuck Dropiewski
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Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week 
December 21 

St. Perer Canisius, priest & doctor 

December 22 

Weekday 4" Week in Advent 
December 23 

St. Peter Kanty, priest 

December 24 

Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 

4:00 p.m. - Mass (FB) 

8:00 p.m. - Mass 

December 25 

12:00 a.m. - Midnight Mass (FB) 

8:30 a.m. - Mass of Christmas Dawn 

11:15 - Mass of Christmas Day 

December 26 

St. Stephen, the First Martyr 

4:00 p.m. Mass - Holy Family (FB) 

December 27 

8:30 a.m.Mass — Feast of the Holy Family 

11:15 a.m. - Feast of the Holy Family 

¢ All live web broadcasts of the indicated 

(FB) masses will be available live on Face- 
book at your convenience. 

   
  

Scriptures for the 
4th Week in Advent 
& Christmas 

December 21 

Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3: 14-18a 

Ps 33: 2-3, 11-12, 20-2°1 

Lk 1: 39-45 

December 22 

1 Sm 1: 24-28 

(Ps) 1 Sm 2: 1, 4-7, 8abcd 
Lk 1: 46-56 

December 23 

Mal 3: 1-4, 23-24 

Ps 25: 4bc-Sab, 8-10, 14 

Lk 1: 57-66 

December 24 

Is 62: 1-5 

Ps 89: 4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 

Acts 13: 16-17, 22-25 
Mt 1: 1-25 or 1: 18-25 

December 25 

Is 52: 7-10 

Ps 98: 1-6 

Heb 1: 1-6 

Jn 1: 1-18 or 1: 1-5, 9-14 

December 26 

Acts 6: 8-10; 7: 54-59 

Ps 31: 3vd-4, 6-8b, 16bce, 17 

Mt 10: 17-22 

December 27 

Sir 3: 2-6, 12-14 

Ps 128: 1-5 

Col 3: 12-21 or 3: 12-17 

Lk 2: 22-40 

Christmas & “Feast of the Holy ‘Family 
Thursday, December 24, 2020,Masses at 4 p.m. (Facebook live) and 8 p.m. 

Friday, December 25, 2020, Midnight Mass at 12 a.m. (FB live) 

Mass on Christmas Day, at 8:30 a.m. and at 11:15 a.m. 

Saturday, December 26, 2020, Mass at 4 p.m. (FB live) 

Sunday, December 27, 2020, Mass at 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

Out of an abundance of caution, we have opened mass to a congregation of 25% of the building's 

capacity — roughly 150 persons. You must reserve your seats in order to attend in person. Go 

to: stambroseparish1.flocknote.com/signup/20686. If you cannot access the online form, 

call us at 313-822-2814. Face masks and social distancing is required. Our church building is 

sanitized prior to each liturgy. To participate from home go to: facebook.com/stambroseparish.       

Your Envelope Speaks 
... the Inside Story 
To operate, each week our parish 
requires a minimum Of............6.. $10,100.00 

On Sunday, December 13, 2020 

in envelopes we received ........... $2,776.00 

in the loose collection ................00. $897.00 

in electronic donations................ $2,810.00 

Holyday/Special Collections........... $780.00 

for a total Of oo... eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $7,263.00 

Under budget for the week........... $2,837.00 

Number of envelopes mailed ............... 782 

Number of envelopes used ..............::00066 39 

Join us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stambroseparish 

  

Our Sick 
Please pray for those who are 

seriously ill or who are hospitalized: 

Christine Busque, Pat Blake, Karen 

Culver, Ann Sullivan Kay, Donald 

Miriani, Bonnie McKenna, Jeanne 

Noto, David Schumacker, Matthew 

Elias, George Bucec, Emilie Kasper, 

Darby O’Toole, Anna Noto Billings, 

Eileen O’Brien, Liz Linne, Donna 

Barnes, Alexandra Cullen, Charmaine 

Kaptur, Frank Gregory, Alex Billiu, 

Jerry Hansen, Jackie Walkowski, 

Kristen Kingzett, Maria Simcina, 

Albina Checki, Brian Tague, Sharif 

Hannan, Shirley Whelan, Anne 

Purvis, Chris Walsh, Jerry Gutowski, 

Kevin O’Connor, and those suffering 

and hospitalized worldwide’ with 

COVID-19. 

The CARES Act: 
New charitable giving incentives 

The End-of-the- Year Christmas 

Collection is an essential part of our op- 

erational budget here at St. Ambrose. 

Your Christmas give to St. Ambrose at 

this time may provide you with addi- 

tional tax advantages. 

Signed into law on March 27, 

2020, the Coronavirus Aid Relief and 

Economic Security Act (CARES ACT) 

includes provisions designed to encour- 

age charitable contributions of cash. It 

allows a growing number of taxpayers 

who do not itemize their returns to re- 

ceive a tax deduction of up to $300 for 

cash donations to 501(c)(3) non profit 

organizations during calen~dar year 

2020. 

Taxpayers who itemize returns 

may now deduct up to 100%of their 

2020 Adjusted Grosse Income (AGI). 

The limit on corporate donations has 

been lifted from 10% to 25%. Please 

consult your tax advisor. 

Optatek 
Before sitting down to Christmas 

Eve dinner, many families with roots in 

Poland and other Eastern European coun- 

tries will take part in the oplatek tradition. 

The sharing of this unleavened bread with 

another person is a time to tell each other, 

‘I love you, I care about you.’ These wafers 

are sold through our parish, at our office or 

after mass in church. White wafers are for 

the human members of the family; pets get 

the tinted ones. If you cannot find Oplatek 

in stores, we have some 1n our Office.



DECEMBER 20, 2020 - THE BEEHIVE 

  

When Your Donation 
Is Worth 7% More 

As we come upon the last days 
of the calendar year, it means we are also 
coming up to the end of a fiscal tax period. 
If you intend to make an end-of-the-year 
gift to the parish, you'll need to date it 
before January 1* and get it into our 
office in an envelope marked “Christmas 
Collection.” Gifts made in this manner 
are free from the usual Archdiocesan 
taxation of 7%. 

When it comes to calculating 
your charitable deductions for the Internal 
Revenue Service this coming April, the 
cutoff date for 2020 deductions is December 
31, So, it's now time to review your tax 
Strategy. 

A significant portion of our parish 
operating revenue comes from end-of- 
the-year contributions which can be in the 
form of cash, securities, stock, real estate 
and other negotiables. Consult your tax 
preparer who can guide you as to the best 
way of making a donation to St. Ambrose. 
  

Electronic 
Donations 

St. Ambrose Parish is 

equipped to make electronic transfers 

from your checking account or 

credit card on our website! Christian 

Financial Credit Union brings 

parishioners and friends the ability 

to make an electronic contribution 

to St. Ambrose on a regular or one- 

time basis. 

Your checking account or 

credit card may be used to make 

a single donation; or you may set 

Archbishop Vigneron suggests Catholics participate in Christmas by 

attending Mass once during the four days of Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 

or the Saturday or Sunday of Holy Family weekend (Dec. 24-97) 

VIGIL OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Thursday, December 24, 2020, 

Masses AT 4 P.M. (FB LIVE) AND 8 P.M. 

FEAST OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

Friday, December 25, 2020 

MIpNigHt MAss AT 12. A.M. (FB LIVE) 

MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

AT 8:30 A.M. AND AT 11:15 A.M. 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Saturday, December 26, 2020, Mass AT 4 P.M. (FB LIVE) 

Sunday, December 27, 2020, 

MASss AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE & DAY 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

Thursday, December 31, 2020 AT 4 P.M. (FB LIVE) 

Friday, January 1, 2021, MAss AT 10 A.M. 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 2, 2091, MAss AT 4 P.M. 

Sunday, January 3, 2021, 

MAss AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M. (FB LIVE) 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Saturday, January 9, 2021, 

MAAss AT 1:30 P.M. — CONFIRMATIONS (FB LIVE) 

MAss AT 4:00 P.M. 

Sunday, January 10, 2091, 

MAAss AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:15 A.M. 

COVID-19 changes the way we worship this Christmas season. Parishioners 

  
up automatic weekly, monthly 

or quarterly contributions on a 

schedule. This solution is not meant 

to replace the current envelope 

method of collection, but instead 

to provide an additional alternative 

for those who might prefer to make 

their contributions electronically. 

We hope this additional 

financial service allows you another 

way to manage your stewardship to 

St. Ambrose. Visit stambrosechurch. 

net for more information on 

electronic giving.     

must reserve their seats in order to attend a church service. We will open masses to a 
congregation of 25 percent of the building's capacity — roughly 150 persons. Face masks 
and social distancing are required. In addition, we now require contact tracing information. 
Archbishop Vigneron has extended the dispensation to attend Mass on Saturday/Sunday, 
as well as Christmas, but we want to welcome and encourage those able to join us at Mass 
during this Holy Season. Note that attendance at one of the masses from December 24" 
through the 27" is considered “Christmas.” There is no designated Children’s Liturgy this 
year, and there is one extra mass on Christmas Eve. 

There is an online reservation form for parishioners to reserve their seats for 
each mass. Everyone must reserve their seats at the mass/es they plan to attend. This will 
help assure mass-goers that they will not be turned away when we reach full capacity at 
each service. Go to: stambroseparish1 .flocknote.com/signup/20686. If you cannot access 
the online form, call us at 313-822-2814.


